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The l i t e r a t u r e  on Judges  r e v e a l s  a growing body of i n s i g h t s  
i n t o  i t s  s t r u c t u r e  and a r ran g e m e n t,  and th e  s o c i a l  dynamics and 
th e o lo g y  o f  th e  e r a s  of i t s  e v e n ts  and ( l a t e r )  c o m p o s i t io n .  At th e  
same t im e ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n t in u a l  s e a r c h  f o r  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
th e s e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  book.
R h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  f u r n i s h e s  a p rom is ing  approach  to  
d i s c o v e r in g  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s ,  when used w i th  
g e n r e - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s p e c t s  o f  form c r i t i c i s m .
The f i v e  J e p h th a h  n a r r a t i v e s  a r e  a l o o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d ,  b u t  
s y m m e tr ic a l ly  a r ra n g e d  s e q u e n c e .  The f i r s t  and f i f t h  n a r r a t i v e s  a r e  
r h e t o r i c a l l y  d e s ig n e d  to  p a i r  w i th  each o t h e r ;  th e  second and f o u r th  
a r e  s i m i l a r l y  d e s ig n e d ,  b u t  a l s o  f e a t u r e  th e  c o r r e l a t e d  m o t i f s  o f
2
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J e p h t h a h ' s  r i s e  and f a l l .  Between them l i e s  a d ip l o m a t i c  speech  o f  
J e p h th a h  which embodies th e  r e g u l a r  kerygma o f  a n c ie n t  I s r a e l , h e re  
p re s se d  i n t o  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  e f f o r t  a t  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  
o f  Ammonite a g g r e s s io n  th ro u g h  d ip lo m a cy .  Thus, th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  
a r e  s y m m e tr ic a l ly  a r r a n g e d .  The th e m a t ic  o v e r - a r c h  i s  th e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s in g l e - h e a d  government in  G ilead  under c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  n a t i o n a l  r e p e n ta n c e ,  f o r e ig n  t h r e a t ,  and e l d e r s '  t r e a t y ;  t h i s  
movement i s  f i n a l l y  f r ” " f a t e d  by t r a g e d y ,  however.
The rem a in d er  of th e  book o f  Judges  has  been composed by 
p u rsu in g  t h i s  mal.»_iu.ng-^airs t e c h n iq u e  a l l  th e  way to  th e  o u te r  
e d g e s .  Thus th e  Jep h th ah  s e r i e s  i s  framed by th e  two m inor ju d g e  
p o r t i o n s ,  t h e s e  in  t u r n  by th e  Gideon-Samson b lo c k s ,  and th e s e  a g a in  
in  t u r n  by ch a p s .  4-5 and 17-18. F i n a l l y  ch a p s .  1-3 and 19-21 a r e  
c o o r d in a t e d .  A new u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Ju d g es  thus  
emerges from t h i s  s tu d y  o f  th e  Jep 'u thah s e r i e s  and i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s .
The most l i k e l y  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g  f o r  th e  co m p o s i t io n  of 
Judges  i s  th e  Solomonic Era when th e  problems I s r a e l  faced  in  th e  
Ju d g es  Era a g a in  em erged. The e d i t o r s  approved of s in g l e - h e a d  r u l e  
l e g i t im a te d  by e l d e r s '  t r e a t y ,  b u t  warned of i d o l a t r y ,  f o r e i g n  
dom in ion ,  and i n t e r n a l  d i s r u p t i o n .  When th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  
was assem bled in  th e  E x i l i c  E ra ,  Judges became p a r t  o f  t h a t  h i s t o r y .  
J e p h th a h  and th e  o t h e r  c h a r i s m a t i c  ju d g e s  came to  be seen  as 
f o r e r u n n e r s ,  no t  on ly  of th e  monarchy, bu t  o f  th e  l a t e r ,  e q u a l ly  
c h a r i s m a t ic  p r o p h e t i c  movement.
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PREFACE
The pages which fo l lo w  r e p o r t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  a s tu d y  o f  th e  
b i b l i c a l  s t o r i e s  abou t J e p h th a h  (Judg  1 0 : 6 - 1 2 : 6 ) .  The a u t h o r ' s  
i n t e r e s t  in  Ju d g e s ,  i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  and th e  co m p o s i t io n  and 
arrangem ent o f  i t s  m a t e r i a l  s tem s from s e v e r a l  y e a rs  o f  t e a c h i n g .  
D uring t h i s  tim e t h e r e  has  been a growing f e e l i n g  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i th  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c y c l i c  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  book, because  i t  
r e a l l y  o n ly  e x p la in s  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  and c o n c lu s io n s  to  each o f  th e  
d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s ,  o n ly  h o ld s  a t  b e s t  f o r  c h a p s .  3 -16 ,  and does no t 
e x p la in  th e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t o r i e s  and many o t h e r  ty p e s  o f  n a r r a t i v e  
m a t e r i a l  which occupy l a r g e  amounts o f  space  in  J u d g e s .  P r e l im in a r y  
s tu d y  showed t h a t  o t h e r s  had been th in k in g  abou t  v a r io u s  p u z z l in g  
f e a t u r e s  o f  J u d g e s ,  and had n o t i c e d  t h a t  from J e p h th a h  o n ,  th e  
m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in e d  c e r t a i n  s u b t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  from t h a t  o f  c h a p s .
3 -9 .  From t h i s  c lu e  i t  was d ec id e d  to  pu rsue  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l ,  
i n  o r d e r  to  t r y  to  d e te r m in e  how and why th e  J ep h th ah  s t o r i e s  
d i f f e r e d  from th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  b o o k 's  h e r o e s ,  and w hether t h i s  
p o r t i o n  might c o n t a i n  any f u r t h e r  c lu e s  to  a new view o f  i t s  o v e r a l l  
s t r u c t u r e .  The e f f o r t  has  been p e r s o n a l ly  r e w a rd in g ,  f r u i t f u l ,  and ,
I  hope, w o rth w h ile  f o r  b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p .
A second lo n g - t im e  i n t e r e s t  has been in  th e  view o f  th e  
I s r a e l i t e  monarchy in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  and in  t r y i n g  to  
u n d e r s ta n d  o r  r e s o lv e  i t s  a p p a r e n t l y  ambiguous c h a r a c t e r  in  J u d g e s .
At a b ro a d e r  l e v e l ,  I  have had a l o n g - s t a n d in g  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e
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n o t io n  o f  d i v i n e  government and th e  means f o r  m a in ta in in g  a moral 
w orld o r d e r  as c o n c e p tu a l iz e d  in  th e  B ib le .  C l e a r l y ,  th e  id e a  o f  th e  
k in g s h ip  o f  God i s  c e n t r a l  to t h i s  b i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t io n .  But in  th e  
B ib le  th e  n o t io n  o f  d i v i n e  k in g s h ip  i s  c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  human r u l e  
from th e  v ery  b e g in n in g .  Ju d g e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w i th  i t s  i n t e r e s t  in  
monarchy and c h a r i s m a t ic  l e a d e r s h i p / r u l e ,  be lo n g s  to  t h e  b i b l i c a l  
m a t e r i a l  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  The hard f a c t s  o f  b i b l i c a l  th o u g h t  a r e  
t h a t  ch a r ism a ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  r u l e ,  and k in g s h ip  a r e  a l l  in  some kind o f  
continuum ; in d e e d ,  th e y  merge, s e p a r a t e ,  and rem erge in  a p u z z l in g  
way th ro u g h o u t  th e  B ib le .  This  s tu d y  seek s  to  d e te rm in e  where 
J e p h th a h  f a l l s  in  t h i s  p r o c e s s .
Having sa id  t h i s ,  I  want to  add t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  my p u rp o se  to  
a t t a c k  any p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o l a r ' s  view o f  Judges  o r  i t s  d e t a i l s .  I 
have r a t h e r  sough t to  advance c e r t a i n  l i n e s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  and to 
c r y s t a l l i z e  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  c e r t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  p robes and i n q u i r i e s  
i n t o  J u d g e s .  In  s h o r t ,  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  r a t h e r  a s y n t h e s i s  and 
ex p a n s io n  o f  c e r t a i n  i n s i g h t s  g a th e r e d  from th e  work o f  s e v e r a l  
o u t s t a n d in g  s c h o la r s  whose work I  h av e  t r i e d  to  employ and expand .
Thanks a r e  due to  a  long  l i n e  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  who have t a u g h t  me 
o r  exposed me to  th e  r i c h e s  o f  b i b l i c a l  s tu d y  in  our t im e .  Most 
r e c e n t  among th e s e  has been Dr. W ill iam  Shea, who read  th ro u g h  and 
c r i t i q u e d  s e v e ra l  l e n g th y  p r e l im in a r y  sem inar  and r e s e a r c h  p ap e rs  on 
v a r io u s  a s p e c t s  of Jo sh u a—Samuel. He has been a most h e lp f u l  g u id e  
in  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  D r .  R ich ard  D avidson  a l s o  p rov ided  
much d e t a i l e d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  p r e l im in a r y  d r a f t s  o f  th e  s tu d y .  T h e i r  
s u g g e s t io n s  have been In c o rp o ra te d  i n to  what f o l l o w s .  The rem ain ing  
sh o r tco m in g s  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  my own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
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Thanks a r e  a l s o  due to  o th e r s  who have c o n t r ib u t e d  to  t h i s  
e n d e av o r .  F i r s t ,  I  must th an k  my w i f e ,  Mina, who never o f f e r e d  a 
s i n g l e  word o f  d isco u ra g em en t  o r  im p a t ie n c e ;  h e r  s u p p o r t i v e  
encouragem ent has been d e t e r m i n a t i v e .  My c h i l d r e n  have been more 
p a t i e n t  th an  I  co u ld  have a s k e d .  My f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Rev. Raymond 
R e ich ,  who passed  away in  June 1985, f r e q u e n t l y  ex p ressed  in  p r i v a t e  
h i s  c o n f id e n c e  and p r i d e  in  my e f f o r t s .  My d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w ,  Robin 
DeW itt ,  g e n e ro u s ly  he lped  w i th  ty p in g  two c h a p te r s  i n to  th e  computer 
a t  an e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  th e  f i r s t  d r a f t .
I  a l s o  w ish  to  acknowledge th e  g en e ro u s  su p p o r t  and i n t e r e s t  
o f  my f r i e n d s  and c o l l e a g u e s  a t  Grace B ib le  C o l le g e ,  Grand R ap id s ,  
M ic h ig a n .  Among them a re  two c a p a b l e ,  c r e a t i v e  women— V ic k i  Jan se n  
and Karen Mayham— who have s p e n t  many h o u rs  t y p i n g ,  c o r r e c t i n g ,  and 
p r o c e s s in g  th e  m a n u s c r ip t ;  bo th  have r e fu s e d  to  ta k e  any com pensa tion  
w h a tso e v e r .  I  can n o t  thank  them enough.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
S ta tem en t  o f  th e  Problem
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  p ro p o se s  to  examine a tw o - f o ld  problem 
r a i s e d  by th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s ,  i . e . ,  what i s  th e  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  
f u n c t io n  o f  th e  Je p h th a h  s t o r i e s  in  th e  book o f  Judges  and in  th e  
c o n te x t  o f  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry ?
D e f i n i t i o n s
By " l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  fu n c t io n "  I  s p e c i f i c a l l y  mean (1 )  what 
ends a r e  se rv ed  i n  th e  co m p o s i t io n a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  e d i t o r ( s )  
th rough  th e  q u a n t i t i e s ,  c o n c e p t s ,  them es, and r h e t o r i c a  o f  th e  f i v e  
i n d i v i d u a l  p e r ic o p a e  d evo ted  to  J e p h t h a h ' s  a c t i v i t y ;  (2)  how th e s e  
q u a n t i t i e s ,  c o n c e p t s ,  them es, and r h e t o r i c a  r e l a t e  to  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e i r  own a r rangem en t and t h a t  o f  th e  
su r ro u n d in g  p e r ic o p a e  in  Ju d g es ;  (3 )  what s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  o r  s i t u a t i o n  
th e s e  p e r ic o p a e  spoke to  and e x a c t l y  what th ey  s a i d ,  when f i r s t  
assem bled  i n t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  form and c o n te x t ;  and (4 )  what purpose  
th e s e  s t o r i e s  and t h e i r  su r ro u n d in g  c o u n t e r p a r t s  se rv ed  in  th e  s o c i a l  
c o n te x t  o f  th e  f i n i s h e d  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .
Methodology
The i n t e r e s t s  o u t l in e d  above make th e  u se  o f  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  
of l i t e r a r y - c r i t i c a l  m ethodology d e s i r a b l e .  Any one o f  s e v e r a l
i1
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m eth o d o lo g ic a l  p ro c e d u re s  co u ld  y i e l d  i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  th e  J e p h th a h  p e r i c o p a e .
I .  In  th e  f i r s t  s t e p ,  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  as d e f in e d  by J .  
M uilenburg  w i l l  be a p p l i e d  to  each  p e r i c o p e .  T h is  means ( a )  a c lo se  
a n a l y s i s  o f  s t y l i s t i c ,  v e r b a l ,  and co n c ep t  p a t t e r n s  to  d e te rm in e  th e  
b eg in n in g  and end ing  o f  a p e r i c o p e ,  ( b) a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  
s t r u c t u r e  and p r im ary  i n t e n t i o n  o f  a p e r ic o p e  by d i s c e r n i n g  the  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  v e r b a l  p a t t e r n s ,  r e p e t i t i o n s ,  and p la c e m e n ts ,  and 
(c )  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  s t r o p h e s  o r  s t a n z a s  t o  mark th e  c l u s t e r s  o f  
p r im ary  i d e a s . * Each o f  t h e  Je p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  J s  r h e t o r i c a l l y  
an a ly z ed  to  d e te r m in e  how i t s  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and c o n c e p tu a l  
c o n te n t  e x p re s s  i t s  p r im a ry  p u rp o se .  R h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  re c o g n iz e s  
th e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  form and f u n c t i o n  and t h e r e f o r e  i s  a p ro m is in g  to o l  
to  d i s c l o s e  i n t e n t  o r  f u n c t i o n .  The f a c t ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  s tu d y  
d e a l s  w i th  f i v e  p e r i c o p a e  and seek s  t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s ,  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  r h e t o r i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s  a c ro s s  p e r ic o p a e  a l s o  be s o u g h t .  Conse­
q u e n t l y ,  once th e  r h e t o r i c a  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r ic o p a e  have  been iden­
t i f i e d  and u sed  a s  a g u id e  to  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h e  c o n n e c t iv e s  o r
J .  M u i le n b u rg ,  "Form C r i t i c i s m  and Beyond,"  JBL 88 (1969):  
1 -1 8 .  M u i le n b u rg 's  i s  a p e n e t r a t i n g  and th o ro u g h  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h i s  
k in d  o f  a n a l y s i s ;  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i t s  u se  s i n c e  abou t 1960, c f .  J .  
W ilcoxen , " N a r r a t i v e , ” i n  O ld  T es tam e n t  Form C r i t i c i s m , ed .  J .  H. 
Hayes (San  A n to n io :  T r i n i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 7 4 ),  p p .  8 8 -9 8 .  P. 
T r i b l e , T e x t s  o f  T e r r o r :  L i t e r a r y - F e m i n i s t  R ead in g s  o f  B i b l i c a l  
N a r r a t i v e s , O v e r tu re s  to  B i b l i c a l  T h eo lo g y ,  n o .  13 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  
F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  1984) , i n c l u d e s  a r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  The Daughter 
S a c r i f i c e  p e r i c o p e  ( Ju d g  1 1 :2 9 -4 0 )  in  h e r  t r e a t m e n t ;  J .  J ac k so n  and 
M. K e s s l e r ,  R h e t o r i c a l  C r i t i c i s m :  E s s a y s  i n  Honor o f  Jam es  M uilen­
b u r g , P i t t s b u r g  T h e o lo g ic a l  Seminary Monographs ( A l l i s o n  P a rk ,  P a . :  
P ickw ick  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 4 ) .
2
Some s i g n i f i c a n t  deve lopm en ts  have o c c u r re d  i n  d e f in in g  
" n a r r a t i v e ” and t h e r e f o r e  i n  t n e  g r i d  o f  c o n c e p ts  g u id in g  i t s  
a n a l y s i s ;  t h e s e  a r e  u sed  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  s e e  c h a p .  2, p p .  71-74 .
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r h e t o r i c a l  "g lu e"  by which th e  s e v e r a l  p e r ic o p a e  a r e  r e l a t e d  to each 
o t h e r  w i l l  be s o u g h t .  O th er  s p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  o f  a n a l y t i c a l  p rocedure  
a r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  c h a p .  2.
2. A no ther  method r e q u i r e d  by th e  p u r s u i t  o u t l i n e d  above i s  
th e  u se  o f  r e d a c t i o n  c r i t i c i s m .  I t  i s  assumed t h a t  th e  m a t e r i a l  in  
t h e  J e p h th ah  p e r ic o p a e  has been r e d a c te d  from a p re v io u s  form in to  
i t s  p r e s e n t  form w i t h i n  some p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i o - t h e o l o g i c a l  h o r iz o n .
An a t te m p t  u l t i m a t e l y  w i l l  be made to  i d e n t i f y  t h e  w r i t t e n  form in  
w hich th e  m a t e r i a l  l a y  p re v io u s  to  i t s  p r e s e n t  form . But i t  may be 
p o s s i b l e  o n ly  to  co n c lu d e  t h a t  i t  had a p re v io u s  h i s t o r y  w i th o u t  any 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e c o v e r in g  t h a t  e a r l i e r  S i t z  im L eb en . On th e  o t h e r  
hand ,  i t  may be t h e  c a se  t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  com m entators  a r e  c o r r e c t  who 
saw J e p h th a h  as  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a second sequence o f  ju d g e s  ending  w i th  
Samuel in  th e  p r e - c a n o n ic a l  book o f  J u d g e s .  Thus, th e  u se  o f  r e d a c ­
t i o n  c r i t i c i s m  i s  l i m i t e d .
3. I t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  to  employ p e r t i n e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  form 
c r i t i c i s m ,  i . e . ,  ( a )  to  i n c lu d e  in  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  Je p h th a h  
p e r ic o p a e  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  any  r e c o g n i z a b l e  l i t e r a r y  form s found in  
p a r t s  o r  in  th e  g r o s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  (an y  o f )  th e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  
and (b) how such  forms c o i n c i d e  w i th  th e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e i r  p e r ic o p a e .  
An example would be th e  a t t e m p t  by Limburg* to  i d e n t i f y  J e p h th a h ' s  
sp eech  (1 1 :1 2 -2 8 )  a s  a t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t .
* J .  L im burg, "The Root and th e  P r o p h e t i c  L aw su it  Speech­
e s , "  JBL 88 (1 9 6 9 ) :2 9 1 —304. In  1939 J .  Obermann, "An E a r ly  Phoeni­
c i a n  P o l i t i c a l  Document," JBL 58 (1 9 3 9 ) :2 2 9 -2 4 2 ,  im p l ie d  t h a t  Jeph­
t h a h ' s  " sp eech "  m igh t be a r o y a l  l e t t e r  l i k e  one r e c e n t l y  u n ea r th ed  
a t  Byblus— one o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  t y p e .  The com parison  
seems re m o te ,  however; th e  two forms may n o t  be d i s c r e t e  c a t e g o r i e s .  
P ro g re s s  has been made in  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and d e f in i n g  broad genre  
ty p e s  su ch  as  t a l e ,  s a g a ,  l e g e n d ,  e t c . ,  on which see  f u r t h e r  r e f i n e ­
ments in  ch ap .  2, op .  71-74 .
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4 .  S in ce  t h i s  i s  a l s o  u n av o id a b ly  a b i b l i c a l  th e o lo g y  s tu d y ,  
i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  kerygma o r  p r im ary  t h e o l o g i c a l  
p r o c l a m a t i o n - i n t e n t i c n  i n  each  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  p e r ic o p a e  i f  p e r t i n e n t ,  
o r  f o r  th e  whole s e r i e s .  The concern  h e r e  i s ,  what does th e  J ep h th ah  
m a t e r i a l  in  i t s  d e t a i l s ,  o r  on th e  w hole , p ro c la im  o f  I s r a e l ' s  f a i t h  
in  Yahweh? In  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  show t o  what e x t e n t  
and how th e  l i t e r a r y  f i n d i n g s  in  a l l  th e  d im ensions i d e n t i f i e d  above 
f a l l  i n t o  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  kerygma i n t e n t i o n  of th e  p o r t i o n f  <;).
5. E lem ents o f  s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  a r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d .  Some view 
o f  government i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  in v o lv ed  in  th e  book o f  Ju d g e s .  The 
l a r g e r  h i s t o r y  o f  which th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  p a r t  shows c l e a r  
ev id en c es  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  b o th  r e l i g i o u s - h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l -  
h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s e s :  t h e r e  i s  ju d g e s h ip  in  Ju d g es ;  t h e r e  a r e  e l d e r s  
i n  Ju d g es ;  t h e r e  I s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  war; t h e r e  a r e  w ea lth -p o w er  combi­
n a t i o n s ;  t h e r e  i s  g e o g r a p h ic a l  d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  r u l e r s h i p  t o g e t h e r  
w i th  c o n f l i c t  and c o o p e r a t io n ;  t h e r e  a r e  f o r e ig n  en em ies .  There i s ,  
f i n a l l y ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a c e n t r a l  monarchy. The co m b in a t io n  of 
t h e s e  e lem en ts  In  Judges  has been th e  s u b je c t  of a p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  
l i t e r a t u r e  b eg in n in g  most n o ta b ly  w i th  C. F. B u rn e y 's  I s r a e l ' s  S e t ­
t l e m e n t  in  Canaan (1919) anti i n c lu d in g  monographs by A lt  , A l a r i g h t , 
N oth , M endenha ll ,  G o t tw a ld ,  and W e ip p e r t ,  and a r t i c l e s  by L iv e r ,  
Mazar, M endelsohn, and M alcmat. There  i s  a l s o  a r i c h  p e r i o d i c a l  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  d e t a i l s  and a t te m p te d  s y n th e s e s  along  w i th  lan g u ag e  
s t u d i e s  of th e  te rm in o lo g y  problem s r e l a t e d  t o  © 5 3 Vi/ . There i s  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on k in g s h ip  in  th e  a n c ie n t  Near E a s t  in c lu d in g
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works by J .  G. F r a z e r ,  S. H. Hooke, H. F r a n k f o r t ,  and on th e  b i b l i c a l  
m a t e r i a l s  th em se lv e s  by A. A l t ,  T. V e i j o l a ,  M. Noth, G. W a l l i s ,  R. 
N e lso n ,  T. I s h i d a ,  D. Davis and o t h e r s .  S tu d i e s  i n  problem s o f  
a u t h o r i t y  and law in  t h e  a n c ie n t  Near E a s t  su ch  a s  th e  symposium on 
A u th o r i t y  and Law i n  th e  A n c ie n t  O r i e n t  (1937) a r e  a l s o  u s e f u l . *
6 .  F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  m ethodology  employed here  i s  
a co m b in a t io n  o f  e lem e n ts  from s e v e r a l  l i t e r a r y  m e th o d o lo g ie s  ( o r  
a s p e c t s  o f  l i t e r a r y - c r i t i c a l  m ethodology) and t h a t  th e  p r o j e c t  may 
have a c e r t a i n  ap p e a ra n ce  o f  u s in g  s t r u c t u r a l i s m  a s  a n o th e r  method­
o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e .  T h is  i s  n o t ,  how ever, a s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s tu d y  
ex cep t  i n  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  ( a )  c e r t a i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  p a r t s  to  wholes 
i s  s o u g h t ,  and (b )  s y n t h e s i s  i s  a t te m p te d  betw een th e  l i t e r a r y ,  
s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  and t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  which show th em se lv es  in  th e  
J e p h th a h  t e x t s .  These e lem en ts  have been chosen  because  th ey  seem to 
p r e s e n t  th em se lv es  as  m ajo r  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  t e x t s '  own i n t e r e s t s  and 
p r i o r i t i e s ,  and becau se  t h e s e  p r i o r i t i e s  have been re c o g n iz e d  by 
o t h e r s  i n  Ju d g es  as  w e l l  as i n  th e  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  books o f  th e  
Hebrew B i b l e .
Nor i s  t h i s  a s o u r c e - c r i t i c a l  s tu d y  p e r  s e .  T here  i s  no
i n t e n t  h e r e  to  a n a ly z e  th e  t e x t s  i n t o  docum entary  s o u r c e s ,  s i n c e  t h i s
m ethodology  has  n o t  produced p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  r e s u l t s  in  th e  
2
h i s t o r i c a l  books; i t  has  i n  f a c t  been abandoned a s  n o t  p e r t i n e n t
*J . A. W ilso n ,  e t  a l . ,  A u th o r i t y  and Law i n  th e  A n c ie n t  
O r i e n t , SJAOS ( B a l t im o r e :  American O r i e n t a l  S o c i e ty ,  19 5 4 ).
2R. R e n d t o r f f ,  Das tiber l i e f  e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  P rob lem  des 
P e n t a t e u c h . BZAW 147 ( B e r l i n :  W a lte r  d e G ru y te r ,  19 7 7 ),  a rg u e s  t h a t  
s o u rc e  c r i t i c i s m  i s  in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  f o r m - c r i t i c i s m  and t r a d i t i o -  
h i s t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  in  p e n t a t e u c h a l  s t u d i e s ;  h i s  model f o r
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t h e r e ,  and i t s  p r a c t i c e  works on t h e  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s ­
s i t a t e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  p a r a l l e l s ,  
r e p e t i t i o n s ,  and t e n s io n s  which have been  l e f t  t h e r e  by each su c ­
ce e d in g  e d i t o r .  The m e th o d o lo g ic a l  g r i d  o u t l i n e d  above works from 
th e  a s su m p t io n  o f  i n t e r n a l l y  u n i f i e d  b lo c k s  o f  n a r r a t i v e  t e x t  u n le s s  
and to  w h a te v e r  e x t e n t  e d i t o r i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  may have  o c c u r re d  in  
t h e i r  e d i t i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  R h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  
su p p lem en ted  by r e d a c t i o n  c r i t i c i s m ,  form c r i t i c i s m ,  b i b l i c a l  theo­
lo g y ,  and s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  seem l i k e  a more p ro m is in g  ap p ro ach .^
The Im p o rtan ce  o f  t h e  J e p h th a h  S t o r i e s  
T here  a r e  co m p ell in g  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e a s o n s  fo r  th in k in g  t h a t  th e  
f i v e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  (Judg  1 0 :6 —1 2 :6 )  and th e  s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  r e ­
f l e c t e d  in  them r e p r e s e n t  an e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b lo c k  o f  m a t e r i a l  
i n  Ju d g es  and in  th e  l a r g e r  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .  ( 1 )  J e p h th a h  i s
t h e  o n ly  ju d g e  who i s  o f f e r e d  and a c c e p t s  a l i f e t i m e  a c t i v e  r u l e r s h i p
2a s  a co n seq u en ce  o f  h i s  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r i e s .  (2 )  J e p h t h a h 1s d i p l o ­
m a t ic  s p e e c h  i s  t h e  lo n g e s t  sp ee ch  by a ju d g e  in  t h e  whole book; i t
p e n t a t e u c h a l  s t u d i e s  i s  more l i k e  t h a t  o f  L. R o s t ' s  (D ie  U ber- 
l i e f e r u n g  von d e r  T h ro n n a c h fo lg e  D avids  [ S t u t t g a r t :  W. Kohlhammer, 
19 2 6 ])  f o r  Samuel w i th  m a t e r i a l  c l u s t e r i n g  around i n d i v i d u a l  f i g u r e s  
o r  e v e n ts  (E . B a l l ,  " I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  R o s t ' s  Work," in  L. R o s t ,  The 
S u c c e s s io n  to  t h e  T hrone  o f  D a v id , t r a n s .  M. D. R u t t e r  and D. M. Gunn 
( S h e f f i e l d :  The Almond P re s s ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  p p .  x x ix -x x x .
^The app ro ach  used h e re  i s  i n  th e  s t re a m  of s tu d y  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by H. G unkel,  H. Gressmann, and L. R o s t ’ s s t u d y  o f  th e  D av id ic  su c ­
c e s s i o n  n a r r a t i v e ,  i n  which th e  l i t e r a r y - c r i t i c a l  a s su m p tio n  i s  o n ly  
i n d i v i d u a l  o r a l  s t o r i e s  o r  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  su ch  s t o r i e s ,  o r  c o m p le te ,  
co n n e c ted  b lo ck s  o f  n a r r a t i v e — any o r  a l l  o f  which have been in c o r ­
p o ra te d  i n t o  l a r g e r  n a r r a t i v e  com plexes r e p r e s e n t e d  by o u r  p r e s e n t  
b i b l i c a l  b ooks .
^R. K. H a r r i s o n ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  t h e  O ld  T es tam en t  (Grand 
R ap id s :  Ferdm ans, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  68 0 .
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r e p r e s e n t s  a  kerygma ( d e l i v e r a n c e  from Egypt and conseciuences) sum­
mary i n  e n la rg e d  form and tu rn e d  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a t e r r i t o r i a l  
argument a g a in s t  Ammon and Moab; t h i s  i s  u n iq u e  in  J u d g e s .  (3 )  Jeph­
th a h  i s  p la c e d  betw een th e  two o f t - s t u d i e d  l i s t s  o f  m inor ju d g e s ;  
t h i s  p lacem en t i s  th o u g h t  to  s u g g e s t  some s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n  f o r  Jeph­
th a h .*  (4 )  J e p h th a h  r e p r e s e n t s  a s h i f t  i n  b o th  th e  n a r r a t i v e  and
9
framework p a t t e r n s  o f  J u d g e s ."  (5 )  J e p h th a h  i s  th e  f i r s t  ju d g e  a f t e r  
th e  "Second I n t r o d u c t i o n "  ( 1 0 : 6 - 1 6 ) .  Some s c h o l a r s  a r e  o f  th e  opin­
ion  t h a t  t h i s  "Second I n t r o d u c t io n "  marks a new s e r i e s  o f  ju d g e s  and 
f o r e i g n  o p p r e s s o r s  b eg in n in g  w i th  J e p h th a h .^  (6 )  The "Second I n t r o ­
d u c t io n "  re v ie w s  th e  gods o f  th e  o p p re s s in g  n e ig h b o rs  of I s r a e l  as  
th e y  were r e p r e s e n t e d  by th e  f i r s t  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  book ( c h a p s .  3 - 9 ) ,  
and p r o j e c t s  fo rw ard  two n a t i o n - s t a t e s  (and  t h e i r  gods) w i th  which 
J e p h th a h  and Samson must d e a l ,  i . e . ,  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s  and Ammonites. 
This  p a t t e r n  may s u g g e s t  a second g roup  o f  j u c i g e - s t o r i e s  b eg in n in g  
w i th  J e p h t h a h .  ( 7 )  J e p h th a h  i s  th e  f i r s t  ju d g e  whose l e n g th  o f
W. R i c h t e r ,  “D ie  U b e r l ie f e r u n g e n  um J e p h t a h :  R i .  1 0 :1 7 -1 2 :6 ,"  
B i b l i c a  47 (1 9 6 6 ) :5 5 5 -5 5 6 ;  E. T. M ullen ,  "The Minor Ju d g es :  Some 
L i t e r a r y  and H i s t o r i c a l  C o n s id e r a t i o n s , "  CBQ 44 (1 9 8 2 ) :1 8 5 ,  201.
2
M u llen ,  pp . 193-198, s t r e s s e s  how r a d i c a l l y  t h e  c y c l i c a l  
p a t t e r n  o f  Judg 3 -9  i s  changed in  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s ,  though  one may 
q u e s t i o n  a few o f  h i s  d e t a i l s .  He o b s e r v e s  t h a t  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
n a r r a t i v e  in  c h a p s .  1 0 :6 -1 2 :5  "has  c o m p le te ly  d e s t r o y e d  th e  p re ­
d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  h i s  c y c l i c a l  schem e."  At t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Samson 
s t o r y  he r e v e r t s  in  p a r t  to  t h i s  scheme, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  so few o f  i t s  
d e t a i l s  t h a t  M u llen ,  p .  200, o b s e r v e s ,  " . . .  th e  Samson c y c le  . . . 
f i t s  th e  scheme p r o j e c t e d  in  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  ( J u d g  2 :1 1 -2 3 )  no 
b e t t e r  th a n  th e  J e p h th a h  c y c l e . "  R i c h t e r ,  pp. 5 49 -551 , n o te s  t h a t
( 1 )  th e  K a m p fsch l ld e ru n g  Form el changes i n  i t s  u s e ,  c o n c e p t io n ,  and 
v o c a b u la r y ,  so (2 )  t h e  m a t e r i a l  in  1 0 :1 7 -1 2 :5  o n ly  shows an ac q u a in ­
ta n c e  w i th  th e  R e t t e r b u c h  o f  c h a p s .  3 -9 ,  and a use  o f  some o f  i t s  
fo rm u la e .
3 .
C r . e . g . ,  C. F. Burney, The Book o f  Ju d g es  w i th  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
and N otes  (London: R i v i n g t o n 's ,  1918),  p . 293 .
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ju d g e s h ip  i s  n o te d ,  w hereas  in  c h a p s .  3-9 o n ly  th e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  op­
p r e s s i o n  and ensu ing  peace  a r e  n o t e d . * T h is  new p a t t e r n  o f  chrono­
l o g i c a l  n o t i c e s  abou t  l e n g t h  o f  ju d g e s h ip  i s  a l s o  found i n  t h r e e  o f  
J e p h th a h 1s immediate s u c c e s s o r s — a t  l e a s t  i n s o f a r  as th e  a c tu a l  
h i s t o r i c a l  sequence  o f  ju d g es  c o r re s p o n d s  to  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  seq u en ce—
Samson and E l i ,  and in  m odif ied  form, Samuel. This lo o k s  l i k e  a 
2
s h i f t  in  p a t t e r n .  ( 8 )  R i c h t e r  was a b le  to  f in d  th e  o r i g i n a l  R e t t e r — 
buch co re  o n ly  from Ehud th ro u g h  Abimelech ( c h a p .  9 ) ;  beyond t h i s  th e  
o r i g i n a l  R e t t e rb u c h  and i t s  l i t e r a r y  p a t t e r n s  do n o t  g o .  (9 )  An 
o l d e r  view (K uenen, fo l lo w ed  c a u t i o u s l y  and w i th  m o d i f i c a t io n s  by 
Burney) su g g es ted  t h a t  th e  p re - D e u te r o n o m is t i c  Judges used a  tw e lv e -  
ju d g e  scheme which in c lu d e d  perhaps  Samuel or  some o t h e r  p e rso n  now 
l o s t  to  u s .^  The combined f a c t s  t h a t  ( a )  J ep h th ah  i s  p receded  by th e  
"Second I n t r o d u c t i o n "  and framed by two l i s t s  o f  "m inor j u d g e s , "  and 
(b )  th e  n a r r a t i v e  and framework p a t t e r n  c h a n g e s ,  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a new 
s e a r c h  f o r  some e a r l i e r  form o f  th e  book o f  Ju d g es  m ight be in  o rd e r ;  
th e  e a r l i e r  form m ight have d iv id e d  th e  ju d g e s  a t  J e p h th a h ,  making 
him th e  f i r s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  second s e r i e s . ^  (10) J e p h th a h
*Cf. M u llen ,  p .  195; T o la  ( 1 0 :1 )  in  th e  f i r s t  "minor judge" 
l i s t  i s  th e  f i r s t  a c t u a l  example o f  t h i s  numbering ch an g e .
2
Noted w ith  f u r t h e r  im p l i c a t io n s  and o b s e r v a t io n s  by M ullen 
and e a r l i e r ,  e . g . ,  by G. F. Moore, A C r i t i c a l  and S x e g e t i c a l  
Commentary on J u d g e s . ICC, 2nd ed .  (E d in b u rg h :  T 5 T d a r k ,  1908), 
p p .  x x x iv -x x x v ,  276 -2 7 7 ,  w ith  c u r i o s i t y .
3
A. Kuenen c i t e d  by Moore, p .  x x x v i ;  c f .  Burney, p .  290; c f .
C. A. Simpson, The C o m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Book o f  J u d g e s  (O xford: B a s i l  
B la c k w e l l ,  1957),  p .  125, who th in k s  E l i  was in c lu d ed  but no t Samuel.
4
U n t i l  W. R i c h t e r ' s  s t u d y ,  T r a d i t i o n s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  U n te r -  
suchungen zum R i c h t e r b u c h . Bonner B ib l i s c h e  B e i t r a g e ,  no . 18 (Bonn: 
P e t e r  H a n s te in  V e r la g ,  GMBH, 1 9 6 3 ) ,  in  which he found t h e  R e t t e rb u c h  
and i t s  e d i t o r i a l  framework o n ly  th ro u g h  Judg  9 ,  i t  was u s u a l l y  
th o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  framework was a l s o  in  e v id en c e  th ro u g h  th e  Samson
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
I s  g iv en  two d i s t i n c t i v e  t i t l e s ,  i . e . ,  "p and which a r e
s e p a r a te d  from each o th e r  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  m o t iv a t i o n s  f o r  
t h e i r  u se  and d i f f e r e n t  a c t i o n s  as a b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  a d o p t io n .^
(11 )  J e p h th a h  t a k e s  a more ex trem e m easure th an  any o t h e r  o f  th e  
ju d g es  in  th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r  upon r e t u r n  from v i c t o r y  o ver  
th e  Ammonites. (1 2 )  J e p h th a h  i s  th e  o n ly  “m inor judge"  who i s  a l s o  a 
"major j u d g e . "
The im p l i c a t io n s  o f  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t io n s ,  which a r e  drawn to ­
g e t h e r  h e re  from v a r io u s  s c a t t e r e d  com m entaries and s t u d i e s ,  have 
n e v e r  been worked i n t o  a com prehensive  s y n t h e s i s  o f l i t e r a r y ,  s o c i a l ,  
and t h e o l o g i c a l  e le m e n ts .  There i s  need fo r  such a s y n t h e s i s  s in c e  
th e  J ep h th ah  p e r ic o p a e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t  un ique  f a c t o r s  o f  which 
th e  e d i t o r s  o f  th e  s u b s t a n t i a l  ju d g es  were aw are ,  b u t  which have e s ­
caped th e  a t t e n t i o n  of modern c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a r y  and h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o l­
a r s h i p .  T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  p roposes  to  examine th e  m a t e r i a l s  in  th e  
e f f o r t  t o  f in d  answers to  th e  q u e s t io n s  evoked by th e s e  phenomena.
A ssumptions
I  am i n c l i n e d  to  t h i n k  t h a t  D. D a v is '  a rgum ents  f o r  a 
D av id ic—Hebron provenance f o r  th e  " s u b s t a n t i a l l y "  f i n i s h e d  Judges  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  on th e  r i g h t  t r a c k ,  bu t  t h a t  h i s  e x a c t  p lacem ent of th e
p e r ic o p a e .  R i c h t e r ' s  work made a new approach  to  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  
Judges  p o s s i b l e  as w e ll  a s  th e  c u r r e n t  q u e s t  f o r  an improved under­
s t a n d in g  o f  th e  g ro s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  book. C f .  a l s o  M u llen ,  pp. 
198-201.
*The two d i s t i n c t i v e  t i t l e s  o f  J e p h th a h  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  some 
l e n g th  by E. T a u b le r ,  B i b l i s c h e  S tu d ie n :  D ie Epoche d e r  R i c h t e r  
(Tub ingen : J .  C. B. Mohr, 1958),  pp . 294-295; c f .  a l s o  J .  R. B a r t ­
l e t t ,  "The Use o f  th e  WordV/XH as a T i t l e  i n  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t ,"  VT_ 
1 9 ( : 9 6 9 ) :1 -1 0 ,  who i d e n t i f i e s  on ly  m i l i t a r y  and j u d i c i a l  a p p l i ­
c a t io n s  .
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book in  t h e  e a r l y  monarchy may need r e v i s i o n . * T h is  d a t i n g  f o r
Ju d g es  would n e c e s s i t a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e d a c t i o n a l  p ro c e s s  th ro u g h  which
i t s  m a t e r i a l  passed  was n o t  a lo n g  o n e ,  bu t  p e rh ap s  o c c u r re d  in
s e v e r a l  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  compacted s t a g e s — say  n o t  o v e r  l(J0 to  150
y e a r s  o f  t im e a t  th e  most from o r a l  to  f i n i s h e d  w r i t t e n  form. This
p o s i t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l s o  assum es l i t e r a c y  i n  a t  l e a s t  some c i r c l e s
in  th e  I s r a e l  o f  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d — an assu m p tio n  encouraged  by
th e  g r e a t  l i t e r a c y  i n c r e a s e  b ro u g h t  abou t  in  th e  L evan t  by th e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  a l p h a b e t ,  by e v id en c e  o f  l i t e r a c y  in  Judges
£
i t s e l f  ( 8 : 1 4 ) ,  and by t h e  r e c e n t  a b e ced a ry  d is c o v e r e d  a t  I z b e t
2
S a r ta h  d a t i n g  from th e  e l e v e n t h  o r  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y  B .C .E .;  t h e r e  i s  
a l s o  e v id en c e  from Samuel f o r  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  D a v id 's  c o u r t .  I t  
i s  im p o r tan t  to  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an e n t i t y  which q u a l i f i e s  as  
th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  by w hich  I mean t h a t  th e  group o f  books 
c o n s i s t i n g  of Joshua  th ro u g h  Kings has been  d e e p ly  i n f lu e n c e d  by 
v a lu e s  and though t  more o r  l e s s  ( i n  v a r io u s  p o r t i o n s )  l i k e  t h a t  o f  
Deuteronomy and has been e d i t e d  by p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e s e  v a lu es  
c o n t in u o u s ly  o v e r  a long  p e r io d  o f  t im e  c o n c lu d in g  i n  th e  E x i l e .  
D a v is '  argum ents  d i s p r o v in g  a d i s t i n c t i v e  and t i g h t  v o c a b u la ry -  
s t y l i s t i c  c o n fo rm ity  o f  a l l e g e d  D euteronom ic p a s s a g e s  in  Ju d g es  to  
Deuteronomy a r e  im p r e s s iv e ,  b u t  th e  argum ents  a r e  d e c i s i v e  o n ly  fo r  a 
c e r t a i n  e s t i m a t e  o f  how th e  D euteronom ic c o n c e rn s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d ,
*D. R. D a v is ,  "A Proposed  L i f e - S e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  Book o f  Judges"  
(Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  T h e o lo g ic a l  Sem inary, 1978).  
D avis  a rg u e s  t h a t  Ju d g es  was w r i t t e n  as an ap o lo g y  f o r  th e  D av id ic  
monarchy d u r in g  th e  Hebron y e a r s , a s  an a p p e a l  to  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s  
-_o u n i t e  w i t h  h im .
2
A. Demsky and M. K ochav i ,  "An A lphabe t  from th e  Days o f  th e  
J u d g e s , "  BAR 4 (1979) : 2 3 - 2 5 ,  2 8 -30 ;  J .  Naveh, "Some C o n s id e r a t io n s  on 
th e  O s t ra c o n  from I s b e t  S a r t a h , "  IEJ 28 (1978) :  3 1 -3 5 .
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I . e . ,  they  a r e  n o t  e x p re s s e d  i n  a t i g h t ,  r i g i d ,  f r e q u e n t ,  and narrow  
u s e  o f  th e  v o c a b u la ry  o f  D euteronom y. I  assume t h a t  Deuteronomism 
i s  r a t h e r  a  many—faced  phenomenon which can a l s o  u se  o t h e r  d i v e r s e  
t r a d i t i o n s  such  as  th o s e  o f  Numbers, Exodus, o r  th e  wisdom t r a d i t i o n ,  
and t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  v o c a b u la r y .  Deuteronomism may be th o u g h t  o f  as 
a s e t  o f  v a lu e s  and co n c e rn s  ab o u t  I s r a e l ' s  l i f e ,  n o t  a s t e r e o ty p e d  
v o c a b u la ry  o f  t h e s e  c o n c e rn s ,  a l th o u g h  i t  had a v o c a b u la ry ,  o f  
c o u r s e .
I  r e g u l a r l y  e n t e r t a i n  th e  n o t i o n  t h a t  Deuteronomy i t s e l f  i s  
p ro b a b ly  e a r l y  ( l a t e  L a te  B ronze ,  o r  v e ry  e a r l y  I ro n  I )  and so t a k e  
s e r i o u s l y  t h e  t h in k in g  of M. K l i n e ,  P. C r a i g i e ,  and K. K i tc h e n ,^  who 
a rg u e  f o r  t h i s  p ro v e n an ce .
F i n a l l y ,  I  assume t h a t  th e  i n f l u e n c e  of th e  p o s i t i v e  v iew  of 
k i n g s h ip  found in  Deut 17 may have been as s t r o n g  on t h e  D eu te ro -  
n o m is t i c  w r i t e r —e d i t o r s  as any o t h e r  p a r t s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  of th e  book 
which a r e  so much in  e v id en c e  in  t h e  Jo sh u a-K in g s  com plex, e . g . ,  
p ro p h e t i s m ,  law ,  c o v e n a n t ,  a n t i - i d o l a t r y ,  c e n t r a l i z e d  s a n c tu a r y ,  and 
c u r s e  and b l e s s i n g ,  as dynam ics i n  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  and r e l i g i o n .
B u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  th e  ca se  t h a t  n e g a t iv e  views o f  k in g s h ip  a r e  
a l s o  found in  sm all  p a r t s  o f  the  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  f o r  w h a te v e r  
r e a s o n s .
*M. K l in e ,  T re a ty  o f  t h e  G r e a t  K ing (Grand R a p id s :  Eerdmans, 
1 963);  P . C. C r a i g i e ,  The Book o f  Deuteronomy (Grand R ap id s :
Eerdm ans, 1976); K. K i tc h e n ,  " A n c ie n t  O r i e n t ,  'D e u te ro n is m ' and the  
Old T e s ta m e n t ,"  i n  New P e r s p e c t i v e s  on th e  Old T e s ta m e n t , ed .  J .  B. 
P ayne (Waco, T x . :  Word Books, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  1 -24; J .  A. Thompson, 
Deuteronomy vDowner's Grove, 11 1 . :  I n t e r - V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  A 
t e n t h - c e n t u r y  d a t e  was fav o red  by T. O e s t r e i c h e r ,  Das d eu te ro n o m isc h e  
G ru n d g e se tz  (G u te r s lo h ,  1 9 23);  A. C. Welch, The Code o f  Deuteronomy 
(London: James C la rk ,  19 2 4 ).
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R ecent S tu d y  o f  t h e  J e p h th a h  P e r ic o p a e
Taking W ellhausen as th e  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  modern s t u d i e s
o f  t h e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  c a .  1890 may be summarized
as f o l lo w s :  (1 )  10 :6-16  was n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  th e  J e p h th a h
m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  a D euteronom ic a d d i t i o n  made much l a t e r  th an  th e  co re  
o f  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l ;  (2 )  t h e  Jep h th ah  s t o r y  i s  b a s i c a l l y  co n ta in e d  
in  1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :1 1  and 1 1 :2 9 -4 0 ,  and h as  as i t s  p o in t  o n ly  t h e  e t i o ­
l o g i c a l  e x p la n a t io n  o f  how th e  f e s t i v a l  o f  th e  G i l e a d i t e  women o r i g ­
i n a t e d . 1 The J e p h th a h  s t o r y  i t s e l f  has no h i s t o r i c a l  worth; t h e  s t o r y  
w ith  which th e  group  ends (1 2 :1 -6 )  i s  a l s o  a l a t e r  append ix  as i s  
1 1 :1 2 -2 8 .
When W. R i c h t e r  u n d e r to o k  a com prehensive  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  
J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  i n  1966, he no ted  t h a t  in  th e  whole h i s t o r y  o f
2
s t u d y ,  no tho rough  and com prehensive  a n a l y s i s  o f  i t  had ev e r  been
3
u n d e r ta k e n .  The only advances  s i n c e  S tu d e r  were (1) M oore 's  
s u g g e s t i o n  (1895) t h a t  th e  i n s e r t e d  d ip lo m a t i c  speech  o f  J e p h th a h
4
(1 1 :1 2 -2 8 )  was composed from Num 2 0 :1 0 -2 4 ,  and (2) B udde 's  1897 
p ro p o s a l  t h a t  t h i s  speech  r e f l e c t s  a M o a b i t e - I s r a e l  war s t o r y  r a t h e r  
th an  one about Ammon, and was e x t r a c t e d  from p e n ta t e u c h a l  E. R i c h t e r  
a l s o  n o te s  t h a t  th e  two b a s i c  p o s i t i o n s  on s o u rc e s  co n ta in e d  in  th e s e
*J .  W e llh au sen ,  D ie C om p o sit io n  d es  K exa teuchs  und d e r  
h i s t o r i s c h e n  B ucher  d es  A l t e n  T e s ta m e n ts .  Z w e l te r  Druck ( B e r l i n :
Georg R e im er,  1889),  p .  228; M oore, pp .  282-284.
2R i c h t e r ,  u b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," p p .  485-566; c f .  E. J e n n i , "Zwei 
J a h r z e h n t e  Forschung an den Buchern J o s u a  b i s  K S n ig ,” NF 27
(1 9 6 1 ) :1 3 5 .
3
G. L. S tu d e r ,  Das Buch d e r  R i c h t e r  (1 8 3 5 ) .
4
K. Budde, Das Buch d e r  R i c h t e r  e r k l 3 r t . K urzer Hand- 
Kommentar zum A l te n  T e s ta m e n t ,  v o l .  7 ( F r e ib u r g :  J .  C. B. Mohr,
1 8 9 7 ) .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
13
views a r e  s t i l l  tak en  today  (1 9 6 6 )— some s e e k in g  th e  P e n ta te u c h a l  
s o u r c e s ,  o t h e r s  s e e k in g  o t h e r  v a r io u s  s o u r c e s .  There  i s  no 
agreem ent;  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  i s  so co m p lica ted  t h a t  th e  o n ly  way 
to  make headway i s  a n a l y s i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  Noth (1965) has c a l l e d  
f o r  i i b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  ( h i s t o r y  o f  t r a d i t i o n s )  a n a l y s i s .
For R i c h t e r ,  th e  f i n i s h e d  t e x t  i n  f a c t  has no u n i t y ,  so one may no t  
s t a r t  h e r e .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  f u l l  o f  p a r a l l e l s ,  r e p e t i t i o n s ,  c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n s ,  and t e n s i o n s ;  y e t  t h e r e  a r e  some sm all  u n i f i e d  p o r t i o n s ,  
even i f  com plica ted  by i n t e r n a l  i n t r u s i o n s  and d i s r u p t i o n s .
What emerges from R i c h t e r ' s  v e ry  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  (1 )  
th e  Je p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  has i t s e l f  undergone two r e d a c t i o n s  p r i o r  to  
th e  work o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  e d i t o r s .  ( 2 )  I t  has g a in ed  in  th e  
p ro c es s  two f o c i ,  i . e . ,  ( a )  t h e  vow-war complex, which has been 
u n i f i e d  by d e t a i l e d  e d i t o r i a l  re w o rk in g s  up to  and in c lu d in g  th e  
e a r l y  monarchy p o l i t i c a l  h o r i z o n ,  in  which a maiden s a c r i f i c e  has 
been made in  an ex trem e w ar-em ergency  s i t u a t i o n ,  and (b )  th e  M oabite 
a rg u m e n ta t io n  of 11 :1 2 -2 8 ,  which comes fiom a t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n f l i c t  
c lo s e  t o  th e  t im e o f  J e r e m ia h ,  p e rh ap s  in  t h e  l a t e r  J o s i a h  p e r io d .
The J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  t h e r e f o r e  a r e  an a r t i f i c i a l l y  and s u p e r ­
f i c i a l l y  u n i f i e d  complex o f  sm a l l  p ie c e s  s t i l l  b e t r a y in g  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  v a r i a t i o n s .  (3 )  The second o f  th e  two e a r l i e r  e d i t o r s  o f  
th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  ( p r e v io u s  to  th e  [ f i n a l ]  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
e d i t i n g )  a l s o  had b e fo re  him th e  o r i g i n a l  R e t t e rb u c h  m a t e r i a l  o f  
ch ap s .  3 -9  w i th  which he t r i e d  to  make c o n n e c t io n s :  12:5 i s  connec ted  
w i th  7 :2 3 -2 5 ,  8 :1  i s  a  f a l l - b a c k  p o in t  f o r  10:17 (an  e d i t o r i a l  i n t r o ­
d u c t io n  to  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l ) ,  as a r e  a l s o  6 :3 3 -3 5  and 7 :2 3 -2 5 ;  
11:29 and 32 l e a n  on 3 :10 ;  11 :32-33 depends on 3 :2 7 -2 9 .  The second
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e d i t o r  has a l s o  added th e  Ephraim a t t a c k  (1 2 :1 -5 )  u s in g  a theme from 
E.lie o ld  R e t t e r b u c h . b u t  i t  i s  im possib l  e now to  t e l l  why he wanted to  
s t r i k e  such  a blow a t  E phra im . (4 )  DtrG ( R i c h t e r ' s  s ig lu m  f o r  th e  
f i n a l ,  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  e d i t o r )  th e n  came upon t h i s  complex and framed 
i t  w i th  th e  two l i s t s  o f  "minor ju d g e s "  (1 0 :1 - 5 ,  1 2 :7 -1 5 )  and added 
h i s  "Second I n t r o d u c t i o n "  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6 .  ( 5 )  T h is  a n a l y s i s  means th e
m a t e r i a l  on Je p h th a h  was n o t  p a r t  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  R e t t e r b u c h — an 
o p in io n  which R i c h t e r  had a l r e a d y  ex p re s sed  in  h i s  1964 work,* and 
f o r  which he f i n d s  added c o n f i r m a t io n  in  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  J e p h th ah  
u.<*i.erial, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  i t s  n e a r l y  com ple te  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  
war fo rm ulae  o f  th e  R e t t e rb u c h  (Judg  3 - 9 ) .  ( 6 )  The f i n a l  D eutero­
n o m is t i c  e d i t o r  (DtrG) b rought th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  r e l a t i o n  
w ith  t h a t  of Samson.
R i c h t e r  makes i n t e r e s t i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s .  ( 1 )  The R e t te rb u c h  
goes o n ly  th ro u g h  Judg 9 .  The J ep h th ah  m a t e r i a l  b eg in s  som eth ing  
new. But what i s  new i s  n o t  c l e a r  y e t ;  R ic h c e r  o n ly  n o te s  t h a t  i t  i s  
u n i f i e d  w ith  th e  Samson s t o r i e s  by DtrG ( l a t e ,  n o t  e a r l y ) ,  t h a t  i t s  
b e a r in g s  on th e  war fo rm u lae  a re  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  th an  in  th e  
R e t t e r b u c h . and t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  J e p h th ah  s t o r i e s  fo cu s  e n t i r e l y  on 
th e  e t i o l o g y  o f  th e  d a u g h te r  f e s t i v a l .  ( 2 )  The "m inor ju d g es"  
p a s s a g e s  frame th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l .  i.3) 10 :6 -16  i s  a k ind o f  
Second I n t r o d u c t i o n .  (4 )  A s ide  from th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  o r  no t 
h i s  r a t h e r  l a t e  d a t i n g  o f  th e  second o f  th e  two m ajor  f o c i  o f  th e  
complex i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e y  r e f l e c t  M onarch ia l  E ra  w a r ,  i . e . .  a maiden 
v o w - s a c r i f i c e  i n  some ex trem e war s i t u a t i o n  and a t e r r i t o r i a l
*Die B e a rb e i tu n g e n  d es  " R e t te rb u c h e s "  in  d e r  d e u te ro n o m i-  
s t i s c h e n  Epoche. Bonner B ib l i s c h e  B e i t r a g e ,  no .  21 (Bonn: P e t e r  
H a n s te in  V e r la g ,  GMBH, 1964).
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c o n f l i c t  w i th  Moab. There  rem ains  t h e  problem t h a t  no com prehensive  
u n i t y  e x i s t s  in  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s .  R ic h t e r  t h i n k s  th e  e d i t o r s  
have l e f t  i t  w i th  a p p r e c i a b l e  d i s u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  r e a d e r s .
T h is  i s  n o t  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c lu s io n  because  i t  d e n ie s  to  th e  
f i n a l  book a u n i f i e d  c o m p o s i t i o n a l - s o c i a l  h o r iz o n .^  D a v is '  ex p la ­
n a t i o n — t h a t  Ju d g es  i s  u n i f i e d  around th e  David monarchy a t  Hebron— 
i s  a t  l e a s t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  more s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I t  rem ains  to  be seen  
w h e th e r  t h i s  can be j u s t i f i e d  from a c l o s e  ex a m in a tio n  o f  th e  Jeph­
th a h  m a t e r i a l .
R i c h t e r ' s  o b s e r v a t io n  ab o u t  th e  p a u c i t y  o f  J ep h th ah  s t u d i e s  i s
j u s t i f i e d .  T here  i s  no monograph e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  1966.
2
B efo re  R i c h t e r  t h e r e  was an a r t i c l e  by R. Stsend i n  1902 on th e  
g e o g ra p h ic a l  d e t a i l  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  speech  ( 1 1 :1 2 - 2 8 ) ,  which has now 
been su n e rsed ed  by t h e  more com prehensive  r e c e n t  s tu d y  o f  M. Wtlst
3
(1 9 7 5 ) .  in  th e  m eantim e, however, S. Mittraann p u b l is h e d  a b r i e f
4
g e o g ra p h ic a l  s tu d y  (1969) in  w hich he adop ted  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f
T here  i s  more r e c e n t l y  a ten d en cy  to  a t  l e a s t  a f f i r m  o r  
assume t h a t  Ju d g es  i s  a " u n i f i e d  n a r r a t i v e "  (M u llen ,  p .  187) o r  a 
" r e d a c t i o n a l  u n i t y "  ( J .  D u m b re ll , " ' I n  Those Days There Was No King 
in  I s r a e l ;  Every Man Did What Was R ig h t  i n  His Own E y e s ' :  The Purpose  
o f  t h e  Book o f  Ju d g es  R e c o n s id e r e d ,"  JSOT 25 [1 9 8 3 ] :2 3 -3 3 ) ;  c f .  R. 
P o lz i n ,  Moses and th e  D eu te ro n o m is t  (New York: S eabury ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  pp. 
146-204. P o l z i n ' s  work i s  a h e r m e n e u t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  s tu d y  con­
ce rned  abou t  th e  c o n f l i c t  betw een c r i t i c a l  h i s t o r i c i s m ' s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  
th e  t e x t  (H i r s h )  and a  b ro a d e r  h e rm e n eu t ic  w hich views m ean ing ,  s ig ­
n i f i c a n c e ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n  in  one e s s e n t i a l  c o n t i n u i t y  (Gadamer). 
P o lz in  t h in k s  a l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  would h e lp  overcome th e  gap between 
"what i t  meant" and "what i t  m eans ."
2
R. Smend, B e i t r a g e  z u r  G e s c h ic h te  und T o p o g rap h ie  d es  
O s t jo rd a n la n d e s "  ZAW 22 (1 9 0 2 ) :1 2 9 -1 3 7 .
3M. Wiist, "D ie  E in s c h a l tu n g  in  d i e  J i f t a c h g e s c h i c h t e : R i .  11, 
1 3 -2 6 ,"  B i b l i c a  56 (1 9 7 5 ) :4 6 4 -4 7 9 .
4
S. M ittm ann , " A ro e r ,  M in n i th  und Abel Keramim ( R i . 1 1 :3 3 ) ,"  
Z e i t s c h r i f t  d e s  D e u tsch en  F a l a s t i r . a v e r s i n s  85 (1 9 6 9 ) :6 3 - 7 5 .
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R ic h te r  on th e  two e d i t i o n s  o f  th e  sp eech  b u t  w i th  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
t h a t  he makes t h e  second e d i t o r  f a b r i c a t e  d e t a i l s  which a r e  c o n t r a r y  
to  th o s e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t o r .  T h is  second e d i t o r  had a h o ld  o n ly  on 
i n c i d e n t a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  and f i n a l l y  must b ea r  t h e  re p ro a c h  o f  hav ing  
o n ly  a " t h o u g h t l e s s ,  c o n s e n t in g  a c q u a in ta n c e "  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n . ' '  
T h is  i s  in a d e q u a te  and in  need o f  c o r r e c t i o n ,  b u t  may a l s o  be a more 
r i g o r o u s l y  r e a l i s t i c  r e s u l t  o f  R i c h t e r ' s  a n a l y s i s .
In  h i s  s tu d y  o f  1 1 :1 2 -2 8 ,  Wiist l i k e w is e  m u l t i p l i e s  e d i t o r s ,  
b u t  t h in k s  th e y  add m a t e r i a l  harm o n io u s ly  to  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r i e s  and 
o th e r  p re c e d in g  forms o f  th e  t e x t .  A c o r e  s tem s from J e p h th a h  
a g a in s t  th e  Ammonites. The f i r s t  e d i t o r  th e n  widened t h i s  core  to 
in c lu d e  th e  i d e a  t h a t  no t e r r i t o r y  v i o l a t i o n  c h a rg e s  a g a i n s t  I s r a e l  
cou ld  be c la im ed  by th e  Ammonites. T h is  s t a g e  i n  t u r n  was r e in f o r c e d  
by th e  second e d i t o r ,  who e n la rg e d  i t  w i th  a s k e t c h  o f  th e  e x a c t  
r o u t e  of I s r a e l  in  i t s  p assag e  from Egypt around Moab to  Canaan ( v s s .  
I 6 b - 1 8 a ) .  A nother s t i l l  l a t e r  r e d a c t o r  added v s s .  24-26 w i th  th e  
i n t e n t i o n  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  any M oabite  c la im  by underm ining  i t s  nego­
t i a t i n g  p o s i t i o n  w i th  t h r e e  a rg u m e n ts .  What began as  a s m a l l  Ammon- 
p i e c e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  ends as  a M oab-piece a t  a l a t e r  t im e .  The c r u c i a l  
w iden ing  o c c u r re d  b e c a u s e ,  f o r  d ie  e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  th e  p o i n t  a t  
i s s u e  was th e  fo rm er  A m orite  kingdom o f  S ihon  w hich in c lu d e d  ( I )  
b o rd e r  t e r r i t o r y  ( J o s h  12:2b) once b e lo n g in g  to  Ammon, and (2 )  Moab­
i t e  t e r r i t o r y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Arnon once occu p ied  a l s o  by S ih o n . In  
t h i s  way, a c c o rd in g  to  WQst, t h e  o r i g i n a l  A m m o n ite -G ilead i te  s t r u g g l e  
( r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y )  was a M o a b i t e - I s r a e l i t e  s t r u g g l e  as  
w e l l .
' s o  Wust, p .  468 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
17
Perhaps th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  s tu d y  b e fo re  R i c h t e r  was th e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  one o f  E. T 3 u b le r  in  h i s  E i b l i s c h e  S tu d ie n ;  
D ie  Epoche d e r  R i c h t e r  (1 9 5 8 ) .  The c h a p te r  on Je p h th a h  fo l lo w s  th e  
g e n e r a l l y  r e c e iv e d  s c h o l a r l y  e s t i m a t e :  10 :6 -16  i s  D euteronom ic;
12:1 -6  i s  a l a t e r  i n s e r t i o n  as i s  1 1 :1 2 -2 8 .  This l e a v e s  t h e  b a s i c  
c o re  o f  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  o f  w hich th e  s t o r y  l i n e  was: Je p h th a h  
r e tu r n e d  from th e  lan d  o f  Tob in  o rd e r  to  t a k e  o v e r  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  th e  Ammonites; h e  went from Mizpah of G ilead  a g a in s t  
th e  Anmonites and s t r u c k  tw en ty  c i t i e s  from A roer to  M in n i th ,  as f a r  
a s  Abel-Keramim. T a u b le r  then  d e a l s  w ith  th e  m ajor h i s t o r i c a l  a s s e r ­
t i o n s  o f  t h i s  b a s i c  s t o r y  l i n e .
T a u b le r  t h in k s  Tob l i e s  s o u th e a s t  o f  Mt. Hermon, in  an a rea  o f  
Aramear. o c c u p a t io n  from which J ep h th ah  had p ro b a b ly  a l r e a d y  c a r r i e d  
on a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  th e  Ammonites. T h is  a c t i v i t y  was t h e  re a so n  why 
th e  e l d e r s  of G ilead  asked  fo r  h i s  h e l p .  J e p h t h a h ' s  fo rm al c o n f i r ­
m atio n  o ccu rs  in  two s e p a r a t e  s a c r a l  a c t i o n s ,  f i r s t  w i th  th e  e ld e r s  
in  an in fo rm a l  agreem ent ( a  o n e - s id e d  vow by th e  e l d e r s ) ,  th en  in  a 
fo rm al t r e a t y  a t  Mizpah i n  which th e  b r o t h e r s —l i k e  agreem ent i s  fo r ­
m a lized  b e f o re  God. Mizpah th u s  became ( o r  w i th  G. A. C ooke,* 
p e rh ap s  was a l r e a d y )  a s a c r a l  s i t e  j u s t  as  S a u l ' s  a t  G i l g a l . The 
campaign reach ed  from A roer  to  Abel-Keramim. But which A roer i s  in  
mind— th e  s i t e  on th e  A rnon, o r  th e  b o rd e r  town o f  th e  Ammonites 
( Jo sh  13 :25)?  T au b le r  chooses  th e  Ammonite b o rd e r  town and
^G. A. Cooke, The Book o f  J u d g e s . The Cambridge B ib le  f o r  
Schools  and C o l le g e s  (Cam bridge: The U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 1 8 ),  pp .
114, 117; c f .  a l s o  M. O t t o s s o n ,  G i le a d :  T r a d i t i o n  and H i s t o r y , t r a n s . 
J .  Gray (Lund: C. W. K. G lee ru p ,  1969),  who shows c o n v in c in g ly  bo th  
th e  e x i s t e n c e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  M izpah-G ilead  by c o r r e l a t i n g  the  
Judges w ith  th e  p a t r i a r c h a l  r e f e r e n c e s .
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i n t e r p r e t s  t h a t  J e p h t h a h ' s  campaign a t t e m p ts  to  s e c u re  G i l e a d ' s  
s o u th e rn  b o r d e r .  The war a c t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n ly  by th e  n ip h a l  o f  
y 1 CD and t h e r e f o r e  means " h u m i l i a t e "  n o t  " c o n q u e r ."  From Aroer to  
Abal-Keramim means from th e  e a s t e r n  b o rd e r  o f  G i le a d  (A ro e r )  so u th ­
w e s t e r l y  to  Abel-Keramim, a long  G i l e a d ' s  s o u th e r n  b o r d e r .
The J e p h th a h  d ip lo m a t i c  speech  ( 1 1 : 1 2 - 2 8 ) ,  added l a t e r ,  i s  a 
l i t t l e  s ch o o l  t r a c t a t e ,  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  in  n a t u r e  b u t  h i s t o r i c a l -  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  , a m i d r a s h i c - l i k e  commentary r e l a t e d  Co E a s t  Jo rd an  
l a n d ’ l o s s e s  a f t e r  th e  t im e  o f  Omri, which Jeroboam t r i e d  to  reco u p ,  
as  th e  Mesha S to n e  t e s t i f i e s .  I t s  concern  i s  r e c l a m a t i o n  o f  th e  
form er t e r r i t o r y  o f  S ihon th e  A m orite .  Perhaps  th e  t e r r i t o r y  d i s p u te  
o f  th e  t r a c t a t e  echoes  th e  r e a l i t y  h ea rd  in  th e  s c h o l a r s '  l e c t u r e  
rooms o f  S a m a r i a .*
What was J e p h t h a h ' s  l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  ac c o rd in g  to  T au b le r?  
J e p h th a h  i s  c a l l e d  which d e n o te s  a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  admin­
i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and m i l i t a r y — an advance from r * ? ( which he 
a t  f i r s t  r e f u s e d )  in  war to  an e n la rg e d  s e t  o f  perm anent govern ing  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h is  d e s i g n a t i o n  (W ?0 )  i s  t a k e n  from th e  p a t t e r n  
o f  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  n a t i o n s  in  which th e  t r i b a l  c h i e f  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  
k i n s h i p  head and on whom th e  kingdom i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  J e p h th a h ,  by 
p a r a l l e l  o a th s  and summons, i s  re co g n ized  a s  su ch  a t r i b a l  c h i e f — an 
accommodation to  th e  r u l e r s h i p  form o f  th e  su r ro u n d in g  n a t i o n - s t a t e s .  
He i s  n o t  k i n g ,  b u t  in  a way a n t i c i p a t i n g  k i n g s h i p ,  a s h e ik h  o f  h igh­
e s t  s t a t u s .  Through o a th  and a c c la m a t io n  he a t t a i n s  a l i f e - l o n g  
o f f i c e  which th e n  by means o f  c h a r i s m a t i c  a n o in t in g  and h e r e d i t a r y  
p r o v i s i o n s  a t  l a s t  becomes th e  m onarchy. T h is  p ro c e s s  a l s o  o c c u r re d
^ T a u b le r ,  p .  292.
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In  th e  m id s t  o f  v e r y  po w erfu l  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  in  C anaan, r e e n fo r c e d  
by p r e s s u r e  from t h e  o u t s i d e ,  i . e . ,  Ammonites and P h i l i s t i n e s .  
G e o g ra p h ic a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  G llead -G ad  a r e  n o t  to  be 
m in im ized  e i t h e r ;  e s p e c i a l l y  was Che f a t e  o f  Reuben a warning.*'
T a u b le r  t h in k s  t h a t  in  c o n t r a s t  to  t h i s  l i f e - l o n g — in  modern 
te rm s— p ra e s id iu m ,  |"'if p  d e n o te s  a  f a i r l y  f i x e d  m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n  a s ,  
e . g . ,  i n  Jo sh  10:24; I s a  1:10; 3 :6 -7 ;  2 2 :3  and Mic 3 : 1 ,  9 , where th e  
d o u b le  f u n c t i o n s  o f  ju d g in g  and ch iefdom  a r e  a l s o  s u g g e s te d .  In 
Prov 6 : 7 ‘J",^ p i s  used to g e th e r  w i th  ~l(J>Vand • The term  i s
o r i e n t e d  to  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  in  a s p e c i a l  t im e  o f  i n n e r  c o n fu s io n  and 
outw ard  t h r e a t ;  i t  i s  n o t  used fo r  th e  r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e  as  i s  
T S ub ler  th u s  c o n t r i b u t e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  
many a s p e c t s  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l .
The re m a in in g  a r t i c l e s  and s t u d i e s ,  o t h e r  th an  t h e  v e ry  b r i e f  
commentary t r e a t m e n t s ,  d e a l  w ith  i s o l a t e d  d e t a i l s .  H. R osel (1980) 
a rg u e s  t h a t  J e p h th a h  i s  t h e  most Im p o rtan t  s i n g l e  example o f  th e
T h is  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  r e m in i s c e n t  o f  t h a t  o f  A. A l t  on "Die 
S t a a t e n b i ld u n g  Der I s r a e l i t e n  in  P a l a s t i n a , ” in  1930 (E s s a y s  on Old 
T es tam en t H i s t o r y  and R e l i g i o n , t r a n s .  R. A. W ilson  [O xfo rd :  B a s i l  
B la c k w e l l ,  1966] , pp . 173-237, on which i t  i s  p e rh ap s  more o r  l e s s  
d e p e n d e n t ,  though  T a u b le r  does n o t  c i t e  i t .  A l t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  
s t e p - b y - s t e p  p ro c e s s  o f  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  monarchy o f  th e  
w hole tw e lv e  t r i b e s ,  h a s  n o t ,  t o  my know ledge ,  been r e f u t e d  in  any 
s u b s t a n t i a l  way. R a th e r ,  M. W e ip p e r t ,  “The I s r a e l i t e  'C o n q u e s t '  and 
th e  E v idence  from T r a n s - J o r d a n , "  in  Symposia C e l e b r a t i n g  th e  
Seven ty—F i f t h  A n n iv e r s a ry  of th e  Founding  o f  t h e  Am erican S ch o o ls  o f  
O r i e n t a l  R e s e a rc h ,  e d .  F. M. C ro s s ,  J r .  (C am bridge: American S ch o o ls  
o f  O r i e n t a l  R e se a rc h ,  1975),  pp. 1 5 -3 4 ,  a r g u e s  in  s u p p o r t  o f  a 
s i m i l a r  p ro c e s s  o f  c h i e f t a i n s h i p  to  k in g s h ip  s i m u l t a n e o u s ly  f o r  
I s r a e l ,  Edom, Moab, and Ammon, though  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  b i b l i c a l  
r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  Ammon, w h i l e  Edom and Moab a r e  p ro b a b ly  viewed by th e  
E g y p t ia n s  d u r in g  t h e  L a te  B ro n z e - I ro n  I  h o r iz o n  p e r io d  as Shosu 
nomads.
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p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a combined d e l i v e r e r - r u l e r .*  There  a r e  s e v e r a l
s t u d i e s  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  v o w - s a c r i f i c e  from w hich i t  may now s a f e l y  be
conc luded  t h a t  the  h i s t o r i c  view i s  f i r m ly  r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h a t
2
J e p h th a h  r e a l l y  d id  s a c r i f i c e  h i s  d a u g h te r .  The advance h e re  l i e s
in  th e  R ic h te r - S o g g in  v iew  t h a t  t h e  vow r e p r e s e n t s  an extreme
emergency s i t u a t i o n ,  p a r a l l e l  w i th  2 Kgs 3 :2 6 -2 7 ,  in  which th e  k ing
of Moab s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  h e i r - s o n  to  Chemosh who became so angry  th a t
he d e f e a t e d  I s r a e l .
A r t i c l e s  by J .  Dus and S. Mittmann d e a l  w i th  g e o g ra p h ic a l  
3
d e t a i l s .  The l o c a t i o n s  o f  bo th  A roer and M in n i th  c o n t in u e  to  be a 
p rob lem . T here  i s  a l s o  a b r i e f  s tu d y  by J .  A. S ogg in .
On p o l i t i c a l - l e g a l  m a t t e r s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  s t o r i e s ,  I .  
M endelsohn c o n t r i b u t e d  an a r t i c l e  in  1954 on J e p h t h a h ' s  d i s ­
i n h e r i t a n c e .  He argued  t h a t ,  assum ing some aw aren ess  o f  th e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  L i p i t - I s h t a r  Code #2 7 in  th e  r e g io n  o f  G i l e a d ,  
J e p h th a h  l o s t  h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  because  a son was s u b s e q u e n t ly  born to  
h i s  f a t h e r .  That t h i s  i s  su g g e s te d  to  be i l l e g a l  In th e  t e x t  must 
i n d i c a t e ,  however, t h a t  some l o c a l  custom has been a l low ed  to
*H. R o s e l ,  " J e p h ta h  und das  Problem d e r  R i c h t e r , ” B i b l i c a  61 
(1 9 8 0 ) :2 5 1 -2 5 5 .
2
A. van Hoonacker, ”Le voeu de  J e p h t e , ” Le Museon 11-12 
(1 8 S 2 -1 8 9 3 ):4 4 8 -4 6 9 ,  59-80 ; S. Loewenstamm, " J e p h te  e t  f i l i a , "  B ia l ik  
3 (1958 ) :7 4 8 -7 5 1 ;  E. C. D e l l 'O c a ,  "El vo to  de  J e f t e , "  RB 26 
(1 9 6 4 ) :1 1 3 -1 1 4 ,  167-171; R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e ru n g e n ,"  p . 554; Soggin, 
J u d g e s . t r a n s .  J .  Bowden ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W e s tm in s te r ,  1981),  pp .  
215-219 .
^ J .  Dus, " B e th e l  and Mispa in  J d c .  1921 und J d c .  10-12 ,"
O r ie n s  A n t iq u u s  3 (1 9 6 4 ) :2 2 7 -2 4 3 ;  S. M ittm ann, "A ro e r ,  M innith  und 
Abel-Keramim."
4J .  A. S ogg in ,  I I  g a l a a d i t a  J e f t e ,  G u id i c i  XI, 1 -1 1 ,"  Henoch 
1 (1 9 7 9 ) :3 3 2 -3 3 6 .
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su p e r se d e  h i s  r i g h t s . ^  In  1939 J u l i a n  Obermann su g g e s te d  t h a t  a
P h o e n ic ia n  l e t t e r  newly d i s c o v e r e d  a t  3yb lus  i s  p a r a l l e l  to  th e
Je p h th a h  speech  in  a rg u in g  fo r  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y — you keep to
2
y o u rs  and I  w i l l  keep  to  m ine.
T h is  g e n e r a l  rev iew  o f  th e  p r im ary  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  room f o r  such a com prehensive  s tu d y  as proposed h e r e i n ,  and 
makes v i s i b l e  im p o r ta n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and r e s o u r c e s .
There i s  a g e n e ra l  tendency  to  lo o k  fo r  r e d a c t i o n a l  u n i ty  in  
t h e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  o n e ' s  view o f  th e  p o in t  a t  which 
p a r t i c u l a r s  in  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  might have been added , though 
M ittmann d i s s e n t s .  I t  does  no t  seem s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  in  W lis t 's  words, 
to  assume t h a t  one e d i t o r  had on ly  a " t h o u g h t l e s s ,  c o n s e n t in g  
a c q u a in ta n c e "  w i th  th e  t r a d i t i o n s .  But t h i s  i s  o n ly  to  s t a t e  a 
p re sum ption  in  f a v o r  of b o th  g e n e r a l  and p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t y  in  th e  
f i n i s h e d  m a t e r i a l .  A new s e a r c h  f o r  th e  u n i t y  o f  each  p e r ic o p e  i s  
made th ro u g h  r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and a s e a r c h  f o r  r e c o g n iz a b le  
fo rm s.
In a d d i t i o n  to  th e  u s e f u l  e lem e n ts  o f  R i c h t e r ' s  s tu d y  a l r e a d y  
noted  above, W iis t 's  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  Ammon-Moab speech  i s  a t t r a c ­
t i v e .  What i s  a t  s t a k e  in  th e  sp ee ch  i s  a h i s t o r i c a l l y  v a l i d  c la im  
on th e  form er t e r r i t o r y  o f  S ihon of Heshbon, who occup ied  lan d  on h i s  
e a s t e r n  and s o u th e rn  b o rd e r s  b e lo n g in g  to  Ammon and Moab, re sp ec ­
t i v e l y ,  a t  an e a r l i e r  s t a g e  of th e  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  no t  a t  th e  tim e o f  
I s r a e l ' s  co n q u es t  o f  S ih o n .  W e ip p e r t ' s  o b j e c t i o n  to  i t  i s
I .  M endelsohn, "The D i s i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  J e p h th a h  in  th e  r . g h t  
o f P arag rap h  27 o f  th e  L i p i t - I s h t a r  Code," IEJ 4 (1 9 5 4 ) :1 1 6 -1 1 9 .
2
Obermann, pp . 229—242.
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u n co n v in c in g ;  h e  s im p ly  s t a t e s  t h a t  when Num 2 1 :2 6  a s s e r t s  t h a t  S ihon  
took  M oahite  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t ;  r a t h e r  th e  " f i r e "  t h a t  
"went o u t  o f  Heshbon” ( v s .  28) was an I s r a e l i t e  v i c t o r y  as p a r t  o f  
th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  r e g io n . ' '
T a u b l e r ' s  p o i n t s  a r e  a l l  o f i n t e r e s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  ( 1 )  t h a t  th e  
Jep h th ah  sp ee ch  m ight be more i n s t r u c t i o n a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  than  p o l i t i ­
c a l l y  c r u s a d in g ,  ( 2 )  t h a t  d e n o te s  al l  l e a d e r s h i p  f u n c t i o n s ,
and ap proaches  k in g s h i p ,  and (3) t h a t  t h i s  p ro c e s s  i s  c o n c u r re n t  w i th  
o r  an a lo g o u s  to  a s i m i l a r  p ro c e s s  in  th e  o t h e r  emerging s t a t e s  o f  th e  
r e g i o n .
Ju d g es  S tu d i e s  i n  t h e  N i n e t e e t h  
and T w e n t ie th  C e n t u r i e s
Modem l i t e r a r y  s tu d y  o f  Ju d g es  began in  1835 w i t h  G. L.
2
S tu d e r ,  Das Buch d e r  R i c h t e r . S tu d e r  a l r e a d y  s u g g e s te d  (1) t h a t  
Ju d g es  was composed from an o ld  h e ro -b o o k  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  tw elve  
t r i b e s ,  (2)  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  book found i t s  form in  th e  age o f  J o s i a h  
a t  th e  hands o f  a Deuteronom ic e d i t o r ,  and ( 3 )  t h a t  th e  book passed  
th ro u g h  th e  p ro c e s s  o f  s e v e r a l  e d i t o r i a l  r e v i s i o n s  b e f o re  r e a c h in g  
i t s  f i n a l  form.
J .  W ellhausen  in  h i s  G e s c h ic h te  I s r a e l s  (1883) and C om posit ion  
d e s  H exateuchs  (1889) d id  nno t  c a r r y  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  f a r t h e r ,  b u t  
r a t h e r  u n d e rg ird e d  I t  w ith  h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  th e  law  was no t  p r e s e n t  or
♦
‘ W e ip p e r t ,  p .  21.
2
So in  t h e  n i n e t e e n th  c e n tu r y  C. F. K e i l , I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  
Old T e s ta m e n t , t r a n s .  G. C. M. D ouglas (B dinbrugh : T ft T C la rk ,
1 8 6 9 ),  2 :216  and Moore, p .  v l v i i ,  saw S tu d e r  in  t h i s  way and in  th e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y ,  R i c h t e r  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," p .  485 .  W ellhausen  
a l s o  c i t e s  S t u d e r ' s  work as  f o u n d a t i o n a l ,  c f .  Prolegom ena t o  th e  
H i s t o r y  o f  A n c ie n t  I s r a e l , t r a n s .  J .  S . Black and A. M enzies 
(E d in b u rg h :  T ft T C la r k ,  1885), Dassim.
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o p e r a t i o n a l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y .  I t  was l e f t  to  K. 
Budde, in  h i s  two w orks ,  D ie  Bucher R i c h t e r  und Samuel, i h r e  Q u e llen  
und i h r  Aufbau (1890) and Das Buch d e r  R i c h t e r  e r k l a r t  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  to  
f i r s t  a t t e m p t  e x p a n s io n  of th e  JE s o u rc e  a n a l y s i s  in to  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
books .  T h is  app roach  was fo l low ed  t h e r e a f t e r  by th e  i n f l u e n t i a l  
c r i t i c a l  works o f  Moore (1 8 9 5 ) ,  Burney (1 9 1 8 ) ,  E i s s f e l d t  (D ie  Q u e l le n  
des  R ic h te r b u c h e s  [1925] and The Old T e s ta m e n t;  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  which 
ap p eared  in  German in  1934 and in  E n g l i s h  in  1 9 6 5 ) ,  and C. A. Simpson 
(The C o m p o sit io n  o f  t h e  book o f  Ju d g es  [1 9 5 7 ])  whose work was 
v i r t u a l l y  th e  l a s t  s e r io u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h i s  ap p ro ach .
C o n c u rre n t  w i th  t h i s  ty p e  o f  s o u r c e  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h e r e  has
e x i s t e d  s i n c e  th e  tim e of H. Gressmann (D ie  "A 1 te s te "
G e s c h ic h t s s c h r e ib u n g  und P r o p h e t i e  I s r a e l s  [ 1 9 1 0 ] ) ,  b u i l d in g  on th e  
work of H. Gunkel (The Legends o f  G e n es is  [1 9 0 1 ] ) ,  th e  view t h a t  no
h e l p f u l  e x p l a n a t io n  could  a r i s e  from a t t e m p t in g  to  i d e n t i f y  J  and E
in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  books .  The books a r e  r a t h e r  composed from 
i n d i v id u a l  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  v a ry in g  s o u rc e s  and l o c a l i t i e s ,  w hich were 
v e ry  e a r l y  g a th e r e d  and formed i n t o  t h e  b a s i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  which now 
make up th e  e a r l i e s t  co re  o f  s t o r i e s  in  Samuel and K in g s ,  a l th o u g h  
th e s e  c o l l e c t e d  s t o r i e s  and p ie c e s  have been D e u te ro n o m ic a l ly  e d i t e d .  
When Noth p u b l i s h e d  h i s  Das System  d e r  Z w olf  Stamme I s r a e l s  (1 9 2 8 ) ,  
he too  p r e f e r r e d  an e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  o ld  co re  o f  Judges as a 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  t r i b a l  t a l e s  fo c u s in g  on t h e  o r i g i n  o f  p l a c e  
names and l o c a l  c u l t  p r a c t i c e s .  This  ty p e  o f  s o u rc e  c r i t i c i s m  
p r e v a i l s  to d a y ,  h av in g  f i n a l l y  won o u t  o v e r  th e  a t t e m p ts  to  f i n d  J  
and E in  Ju d g e s ,  a l th o u g h  some s c h o l a r s  l i k e  A. Weiser t h i n k  d o u b le t s  
a r e  in  e v id e n c e  th ro u g h  a t  l e a s t  p o r t i o n s  o f  Ju d g es  (J  and E a r e  no t
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t h e i r  s o u r c e s ) .  A d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  type  o f  a n a l y s i s  i s  th e  
a t t e m p t  to  i d e n t i f y  l a r g e  b lo c k s  o f  re a d y - to -h a n d  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  in  
th e  h i s t o r i c a l  books ( e s p e c i a l l y  Jo sh u a -S a m u e l) , which have now been 
in c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  th e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s .  Such b lo ck s  would r e p r e s e n t  
th e  s t a g e  o f  c o m p o s i t io n  im m ed ia te ly  p r i o r  to  th e  f i n a l  form o f  th e  
books .  The e a r l i e s t  co n t in u o u s  n a r r a t i v e  b lo c k  a l r e a d y  su g g es ted  by 
W ellhausen  was 2 Sam 9 -2 0 ,  which he dubbed a “C ourt  H i s t o r y . ”
A nother such  p o r t i o n  i s  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " A rk -N a r ra t iv e "  which has been 
th e  s u b j e c t  o f  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  (1 Sam 4 -6 ,  2 Sam 6 ) .  To t h i s  should 
be added a com posite  bu t u n i f i e d  " A u f s t i e g  Davids" c o n s i s t i n g  o f  1 
Sam 17-2 Sam 7 . 1 F or  our  p u r p o s e s ,  th e  meet im p o r tan t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
to  Judges s t u d i e s  o f  t h i s  ty p e  i s  t h a t  o f  W. R i c h t e r ,  Die 
B e a rb e i tu n g e n  des  " R e t t e rb u c h e s "  i n  d e r  d e u te r o n o m is t i s c h e n  Epoche 
(1 9 6 4 ) ,  no ted  above , in  which he a rg u es  t h a t  th e  e a r l i e r  R e t t e rb u c h  
c o n s i s t e d  o n ly  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  in  Ju d g  3 : 1 2 - 9 :5 5 .  This  means t h a t  
w i th  j . ' t :  LMli something d i f f e r e n t  b e g i n s .  The q u e s t io n  then  a r i s e s  
a g a in  ss  to  w he ther th e  j u d g e - s t o r i e s  from J e p h th a h  forward m ight 
r e p r e s e n t  a n o th e r  b lo ck  o f  m a t e r i a l  which a t  some p o in t  in  th e  
c o m p o s i t io n  p ro c e s s  was a l s o  a u n i t y ,  p e rh ap s  even a second h a l f  o r  
second p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  R e t t e rb u c h  o f  3 :1 2 - 9 :5 5 ,  o r a second c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  l a t e r  d e l i v e r e r  o r  ju d g e  s t o r i e s .
Something l i k e  a p o s i t i v e  answ er to  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  had been
*A. W e ise r ,  "Die L e g i t i m a t io n  d es  K onigs David; z u r  E i g e n a r t  
und E nstehung d e r  Sogenannten  G e sc h ic h te  von Davids A u f s t i e g , "  VT_ 16 
(1 9 6 6 ) :3 2 5 -3 5 4 .  Cf. a l s o  J .  Gr^nbaek, Die G e s c h ic h te  von A u f s t i e g  
D av ids  (1 Sam 15-2 Sam 5 ) :  T r a d i t i o n  und {Composition, Acta T h e o lo g ic a  
D a n ic a ,  n o .  10 (Copenhagen: M unksgaard , 19 7 1 ).  A nother a l t e r n a t i v e  
i s  th e  " s o n g - s t i t c h "  c o m p o s i t io n  t e c h n iq u e  of E a s te rn  M e d i te r r a n e a n  
b a rd s  and h e r o - s o n g s t e r s  su g g es ted  by C. Gordon, B efo re  th e  B ib le  
(New York: H arper  and Row, 1 9 6 2 ) ,  p .  283, and adopted  by H a r r i s o n ,  
p p .  685-686 .
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proposed  a t  a much e a r l i e r  s t a g e  in  th e  developm ent of modern Judges 
s t u d i e s  by G. F. Moore in  h i s  C r i t i c a l  and E x e g e t i c a l  Commentary on 
t h e  Book o f  Ju d g es  (1 8 9 5 ) .  Moore no ted  t h a t  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  both  E l i  
and Samuel ended w ith  th e  same kind of l e n g t h - o f - j u d g e s h i p  comment 
t h a t  co n c lu d es  th e  J ep h th ah  and Samson s t o r i e s  ( c f .  Judg  12:7; 15 :20; 
1 Sam 4 :1 8 ;  7 :1 5 ) .  He im p lied  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  th e  o r i g i n a l  J u d g e s ,  o r  
as  we p e rh ap s  must now s a v ,  a second ju d g e s -b o o k ,  might have s t r e t c h ­
ed from J e p h th a h  through  Samuel, o f  which th e  speech  of 1 Sam 12 was 
once th e  e n d in g ,  c o r re sp o n d in g  to  th e  lo n g  speech  of Jo sh  24 .  This  
i s  a l s o  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  o f t -m ad e  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  Judg  1 0 :6 -1 6  i s  
a k in d  of "Second I n t r o d u c t i o n . "  I n  The Book of Ju d g es  w i th  I n t r o ­
d u c t i o n  and N o tes  (1 9 1 8 ) ,  C. F . Burney a c t u a l l y  makes t h i s  sugges­
t i o n — 10:6-16  i s  o r  p o s s ib ly  once was th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  Phi­
l i s t i n e  and Ammonite m a t e r i a l .  Burney th o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  p o r t io n  was 
p ro b a b ly  p a r t  of E ' s  book o f  J u d g e s ,  though much reworked by E 's  
s u c c e s s o r s .  Thus Burney th o u g h t  of  a second p o r t i o n  or v e r s io n  of 
Ju d g es  in  which the  p a t t e r n  changed on ( a )  th e  fo r e ig n  n a t i o n s  
in v o lv e d ,  and (b) th e  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  J e p h th a h ,  Samson, E l i ,  and 
Samuel on how long  they  ju d g ed — a d i f f e r e n c e  from Judg 2 :1 2 - 9 :5 5 .
T h is  d i f f e r e n c e  along w ith  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  i s  noted  by T. M ullen 
(1982) who th i n k s  th ey  a r e  im p o r ta n t  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  Jep h th ah  h o ld s  
i n  th e  f i n i s h e d  book of J u d g e s .^  Moore and Burney both  we .re i n t e r ­
e s te d  in  a  tw e lv e - ju d g e  schema f o r  t h e  w hole .
T. M ullen  and W. R i c h t e r  b e f o r e  him in  th e  1966 a r t i c l e  on 
2
J e p h th a h  both  re c o g n iz e  t h a t  th e  "minor ju d g e s "  l i s t s  have some 
s p e c i a l  l i t e r a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  fo r  th e  w h o le .  M ullen th in k s  they  b o th
1 i  ■■M u llen ,  pp. 185-201. “ " U b e r l l e f e ru n g e n ."
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s e r v e  to  " a c c e l e r a t e  th e  . . .  s t o r y  l i n e , "  f i r s t  toward J e p h th a h  
( 1 0 : 1 - 5 ) ,  th en  (1 2 :7 -1 2 )  toward Samson. He a l s o  n o te s  t h a t  th e  new 
number scheme ( l e n g t h  o f  ju d g e s h ip  v e r s u s  l e n g th  o f  o p p re s s io n  and 
r e s t  as  i n  ch ap s .  3-9 a l th o u g h  a l e n g t h  of o p p re s s io n  n o t i c e  s u rv iv e s  
a l s o  a t  Judg  13:1 o f  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s )  begins w i th  th e  f i r s t  ju d g e  o f  
th e  f i r s t  "minor ju d g e"  l i s t .  A more s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p la n a t io n  i s  
t h a t  o f  R i c h t e r  who s im p ly  o b s e rv e s  t h a t  th e  two l i s t s  a c t  as a 
f ram ing  d e v ic e  fo r  J e p h th a h ,  b u t  he does  no t  e l a b o r a t e  on why such a 
d e v ic e  would be im p o r ta n t .  B o ling  a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Judges  has been 
s u b j e c t  to  fram ing i n t e r e s t s 1, in  w hich th e  old " p rag m atic"  co re  ( t h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Judg 3-16 i s  a t  l e a s t  as  e a r l y  as W e l lh a u s e n 's  Com­
p o s i t i o n ) has been framed w ith  two m atch ing  b lo ck s  o f  m a t e r i a l ,  2 :1 -5  
c o r re s p o n d in g  w ith  1 6 :1 -18 :31  (w i th  two i n t e r s p e r s e d  judgment speech­
es i n  6 :7 -1 0  and 10 :6 -1 6 — n o te  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  e s t im a te  o f  how 
10:6—16 f u n c t i o n s  from Moore and B u rn ey ) ,  and 1 :1 -3 6  c o r re sp o n d in g  to  
1 9 :1 -2 1 :2 5 .  The l i t e r a t u r e  th u s  shows a growing r e c o g n i t io n  of th e  
use  o f  fram ing  p lacem en ts  i n  J u d g e s .  Boling a l s o  re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  
Judg  1 and 19-21 have a m atch ing  "Judah went f i r s t . "
Y. T. Radday acknow ledges B o l i n g ' s  e f f o r t  a t  re c o g n iz in g  
ch iasm us o r  a t  l e a s t  some form o f  fram ing  m a t e r i a l  around th e  o r i g ­
i n a l  c o r e  o f  Ju d g e s ,  bu t  he i s  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  r e s u l t ,  i . e . ,  t h a t
" th e  book i s  p ro b ab ly  th e  most unbalanced  and s h a p e le s s  in  b i b l i c a l
2
n a r r a t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e . "  T h is  c o m p la in t  i s  a d d re s sed  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to
*R. B o l in g ,  Ju d g es :  I n t r o d u c t i o n .  T r a n s l a t i o n  and Commentary 
(Garden C i ty :  Doubleday, 19 7 5 ),  p .  3 0 .
2
Y. T. Radday, "Chiasmus in  Hebrew B i b l i c a l  N a r r a t i v e , "  in  
Chiasmus in  A n t i q u i t y , ed .  J .  Welch (H ild esh e im : G e rs te n b e rg  V e r la g ,  
1981 ) ,  pp. '68-69.
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th e  f a c t  chaC B o l in g 's  a n a l y s i s  seems u n ab le  Co f in d  b a la n c e  o r  
symmetry in  th e  m a t e r i a l  used f o r  f r a m in g .  R ad d ay 's  own a n a l y s i s  
does  n o t  improve on t h i s  p rob lem . He f i n d s  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  book in  
th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  Gideon ( 8 : 2 3 )  t h a t  " th e  Lord w i l l  r u l e  over  y o u ,"  
and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  o r i g i n a l  book o f  J u d g e s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  c h a p s .  
3 :6 -1 2 :1 5 ,  made Gideon and t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i t s  c e n t r a l  f o c u s . * But 
Radday can n o t  d i s c o v e r  why such  an a r rangem en t was made. I t  m ight 
have been g e o g r a p h ic a l  i n t e r e s t s  o r  an a r t i f i c i a l  a r ran g em en t  to  
h i g h l i g h t  th e  a n t i - m o n a r c h i s t  s t a t e m e n t  of  8 :2 3 .  P e rh ap s  some 
m a t e r i a l  on m inor ju d g e s  was tack ed  on n e a r  th e  end to  g iv e  a kind o f  
b a lan c e  in  q u a n t i t y  of  m a t e r i a l  a f t e r  8 :23  to  t h a t  b e f o r e  i t .  L a t e r ,  
o th e r  a d d i t i o n s  were made o f  f r o n t  and r e a r  m a t e r i a l .
S t i l l  a n o th e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  l i t e r a r y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f
Ju d g es  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by two a r t i c l e s  on Che r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e
2
Gideon and Samson s t o r i e s ,  one in  1926-27 by S. Cook, th e  o t h e r  by 
Y. Z a k o v i tc h  i n  1975.^ Cook n o te s  th e  obvious p a r a l l e l s  between the  
two i n t r o d u c t o r y  t h e o p h a n i e s : th e  m essen g e r ,  t h r e a t  o f  d e a t h ,  th e  
m eal,  th e  ro c k  a l t a r .  He does  no t s u g g e s t  t h a t  one o f  th e  s t o r i e s  
has shaped th e  o t h e r ,  though th ey  a r e  p a r a l l e l .  Z a k o v i tc h  goes  
f a r t h e r  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  Gideon theophany has a c t u a l l y  shaped
*A s i m i l a r  view i s  su g g e s te d  by D. W. G ooding, "The 
C om posit ion  o f  th e  Book of J u d g e s , "  i n  E r e tz  I s r a e l :  H i s t o r i c a l  and 
G e o g ra p h ic a l  S t u d i e s , v o l .  16, e d . B. A. L ev in e  and A. Malamat 
( J e ru s a le m :  The I s r a e l  E x p lo r a t io n  S o c i e ty ,  1982),  pp . 7 0 -7 9 .
2
S. A. Cook, "The T heophan ies  o f  Gideon and Manoah," JTS 28 
(1 9 2 6 -1 9 2 7 ) :3 6 8 -3 8 3 .
3
Y. Z a k o v i t c h ,  "The S a c r i f i c e  o f  Gideon ( J u d s .  6 )  and the  
S a c r i f i c e  o f  Manoah ( J u d s .  1 3 ) , "  Shnaton  1 ( i 9 7 5 ) :1 5 1 -1 5 4 .
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the  Manoah s t o r y .  B o ling  l ik e w is e *  o b s e r v e s  c e r t a i n  p a r a l l e l s  and 
echoes o f  e a r l i e r  Judges  s t o r i e s  C3-9) in  l a t e r  ones ( 1 0 - 2 1 ) ,  espe­
c i a l l y  th e  s t r i k i n g  echoes  of D eborah-B arak  in  Samson. One n o te s  
t h a t  th e  f lo w  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i s  th o u g h t  to  be from Judg  3 -9  to  10-16 .
These s t u d i e s  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p a r t s  to  each  o t h e r  and to  
th e  whole a r e  o f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  to  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  S ev e ra l  
i n g r e d i e n t s  in  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a p o s s i b l e  u n i t a r y  and sy m m etr ica l  
scheme i n  Judges  can be seen  em erging from th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  r e s e a r c h :
(1) M ullen re co g n ized  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  som eth ing  d e c i s i v e  and o f  a 
t u r n i n g - p o i n t  n a t u r e  w i th  J e p h th a h ;  (2 )  R i c h t e r  and M ullen saw th e  
two minor ju d g e s  l i s t s  as a fram ing  d e v ic e  around th e  J e p h th a h  se ­
r i e s ;  (3 )  B o ling  reco g n ized  v a l i d l y ,  d e s p i t e  w h a te v e r  o ch e r  problem s 
might a r i s e  in  h i s  t r e a tm e n t  f o r  c h i a s t i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  whole book, 
t h a t  a "Judah  f i r s t "  i n t e r e s t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  c h a p s .  1 and 19-21; (4 )  
Cook and Z ak o v i tch  b o th  re c o g n iz e d  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between e lem en ts  
o f  th e  Gideon and Samson s t o r i e s .  I t  i s  o n ly  a s h o r t  s t e p  to  the  
c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  som eth ing  c e n t r a l  i s  in te n d e d  in  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s .  
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  aims in  p a r t  to  d i s c o v e r  what t h a t  may b e .  I t  i s  
even p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Radday i s  r i g h t  to  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  Gideon o r  some­
th in g  in  t h e  Gideon m a t e r i a l  was th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  
d e l i v e r e r - c o l l e c t i o n .  But however t h i s  may be ,  in  th e  f i n a l  e d i t i o n ,  
J e p h th a h  a p p e a rs  to  have been made th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  book.
Some o b s e r v e r s  have noted  t h a t  B o ling  was th e  f i r s t  (J u d g e s . 
1975) to  a t te m p t  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  o c c a s io n  f o r  
each o f  th e  f i v e  proposed s t a g e s  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  co m p o s i t io n  o f
*R. B o l in g ,  " In  Those Days There  Was No King in  I s r a e l , "  in  
L ig h t  Unto My P a t h , e d . H. N. Bream, R. D. Heim, and C. A. Moore 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Temple U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1974), pp .  33 -48 .
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Ju d g es .^  T h is  i s  an im p o r ta n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i f  one assumes th e  l a t e ­
n ess  o f  th e  Deuteronom ic e d i t i n g  p ro c e s s  o r  i t s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  in to  th e  
p r e - e x i l i c  D eute ronom ic ,  and e x i l i c  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  s t a g e s .
H. B. Huffmon (1959) and J .  Limburg (1969) have b o th  con­
t r i b u t e d  s t u d i e s  on th e  t r e a t y  l a w s u i t  form in c lu d in g  i t s  p o s s i b l e  
use in  th e  J e p h th a h  s p ee ch  of Judg  1 1 :1 2 -2 8 .  The e lem en ts  and
f u n c t io n s  o f  t h i s  l i t e r a r y  form m ight be h e l p f u l  in  d e te rm in in g  how
2
th e  m a t e r i a l  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  speech  f u n c t i o n s .
The ap p e a ra n ce  o f  M. M oth 's  l i b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e n  
S tu d ie n  in  1943 marked a new d ev e lo p m en t.  Noth p o s i t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was one s i n g l e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  s t r e t c h i n g  from Deuteronomy 
th rough  K ings ,  o f  which Deut 1-4 was th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and 2 Kings the  
c o n c lu s io n .  I t  was com piled  in  b i t s  and p ie c e s  o v er  a long p e r io d  
bu t  g iv e n  i t s  f i n a l  u n i f i e d  form th ro u g h  a com prehensive  e d i t i n g  
p ro c ess  by D e u te ro n o m is t ic  e d i t o r s  in  th e  E x i l i c  E ra .  I t  i s  u n i f i e d  
by i t s  (D euteronom ic) l a n g u a g e ,  i t s  i n s e r t e d  s p ee ch es  a t  key p o i n t s ,  
i t s  u n i f i e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  (o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  con­
t in u o u s  [ p r o p h e t i c ]  v o ic e  o f  God), i t s  l a c k  of p o s i t i v e  i n t e r e s t  in  
c u l t  p r a c t i c e ,  i t s  i n t e r e s t  in  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  i t s  o v e r a rc h in g  chrono­
l o g i c a l  scheme, and i t s  p e r v a s i v e l y  n e g a t i v e  view of k in g s h ip .  S ince
^Idem, J u d g e s . p .  30. On th e  g e n e r a l  agreem ent on f i v e  b a s i c  
s t a g e s  o f  c o m p o s i t io n ,  c f .  A. W e ise r ,  The Old T es tam e n t:  I t s  
Form ation  and D evelopm en t, t r a n s .  D. M. B ar to n  (New York: A s s o c i a t i o n  
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  pp. 156-157. B o l in g ' s  i s  a  s l i g h t l y  m o d if ied  bu t  
b a s i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  f o u r - s t a g e  p r o c e s s ,  c f .  J u d g e s , p p .  29 -3 8 .
2
H. B. Huffmon, The Covenant L aw su it  in  th e  P r o p h e t s , "  JBL 78
(195 9 ) :2 8 6 -2 9 5 ;  Lim burg, p p .  291-304.
^U b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l l c h e n  S tu d ie n  I .  D ie sammelnden und 
b e a r b e i t e n d e n  G e sc h ic h ts w e rk e  im A l t e n  T es tam e n t  ( H a l le :  Max Niemeyer 
V e r la g ,  1943).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
30
N o th 's  work t h e r e  i s  nn hpci i-.-ition to  d a t e  th e  g e n e r a l  message of
Judges  from th e  ExiLe as does  R i c h t e r  (1964, 1966) and more r e c e n t l y
in  a th o ro u g h -g o in g  way, W. J .  Dumbrell (1983) as w e ll  as Boling
( f i n a l  r e d a c t i o n ) . *
N o th 's  U b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e n  S tu d ie n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a
b a s i s  f o r  more t h o r o u g h g o i n g  th in k in g  about an e x i l i c  d a t e  f o r  th e
co m p o si t io n  o f  th e  Deuteronomy-Kings c o rp u s .  But t h e r e  were bound to
be r e a c t i o n s .  Perhaps th e  most f o r c e f u l  o f  t h e s e  f o r  Judges  i s  th e
d i s s e r t a t i o n  o f  Dale Ralph Davis (1 9 7 8 ) ,  "A Proposed L i f e - S e t t i n g  f o r
che Book of J u d g e s . ” D a v is '  work advances a l i t t l e - h e a r d  l i n e  o f
p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  a l l e g e d  l a t e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  a d d i t i o n s ,  e x p re s sed  fo r
example by E. J .  Young (1 9 5 3 ) ,  G. T. Manley (1 9 5 9 ) ,  and A. E. C undall
2(1970) to  whom D avis acknowledges d e b t .
B o l in g ,  " In  Those Days"; N o th 's  s tu d y  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H is to ry  has  now been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l is h  under th e  t i t l e  The 
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , t r a n s .  J .  D o u l l ,  J .  B arton  and M. D. R u t t e r  
( S h e f f i e l d :  JSOT, 1981); W. J .  D um bre ll ,  " In  Those D ays."  Dumbrell 
b u i ld s  on th e  n o t io n  t h a t  Judges i s  now a r e d a c t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  in  th e  
Noth t r a d i t i o n .
2
E. J .  Young, The A lleged  Secondary D euteronom ic P assag es  in  
the  Book of J u d g e s , "  E^. 25 (195 3 ) :1 4 2 -1 5 7 ;  G. T. M anley,"The 
D euteronom ic R ed ac to r  in  th e  Book o f  J u d g e s , "  EQ_ 31 (1 9 5 9 ) :3 2 -3 7 ;
A. E. C u n d a l l ,  " Judges:  An Apology f o r  th e  M onarchy,"  ET_ 81 (1970) :  
178-181. A most s i g n i f i c a n t  e s s a y  i s  W. B e y e r l i n ,  “G a ttu n g  und 
H e rk u n f t  des Rahmens im R ic h c e rb u c h ,"  in  T r a d i t i o n  und S i t u a t i o n , ed .  
E. Wiirthwein and 0 .  K a is e r  (G o t t in g e n :  Vandenhoeck and R u p re c h t , 
19 6 3 ),  p p .  1 -29 ; B e y e r l in  c i t e s  o n ly  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o t e s t s  to  
th e  a l l e g e d  u n i f i e d  deuteronom ism  o f  th e  "framework" p o r t i o n s  in ­
c lu d in g  Burney, H. C a z e l l e s ,  and M anley. W e in fe ld ,  Deuteronomy and 
th e  D eu te ronom ic  School (O xford : The C larendon  P re s s "  1971),  pp.
220-365 , fu r n is h e d  a com ple te  l i s t  o f Deuteronom ic p h ra se o lo g y  and 
i d e n t i f i e d  o c c u r re n c e s  o f  i t  e l s e w h e re  in  th e  D euteronom ic H is to ry  
and th e  p ro se  sp eech es  o f  Je rem ia h ;  th e  e v id en c e  f o r  Deuteronomism in  
Ju d g es  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p r e s s iv e .  I t  i s  l i m i t e d  to  a v e ry  few 
words and p h r a s e s — h a r d ly  enough to  b u i ld  a c a s e  f o r  any p e r v a s iv e  
D euteronom ic e d i t i n g .  The l i s t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  h e a v i e s t  concen­
t r a t i o n  of Deuteronom ic p h ra s e o lo g y  i s  in  2 :1 1 -1 9 ,  perh ap s  as f a r  as  
3 :6  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  meager beyond 2 : 1 9 .  T h is  r e s u l t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  B e y e r l i n ' s .
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D avis  a rg u es  t h a t  Judges  i s  an ap o lo g y  f o r  th e  D av id ic  mon­
archy  and a t  th e  same tim e an ap p e a l  to  th e  n o r th e r n  t r i b e s  to  u n i t e  
w i th  him; i t  was w r i t t e n  a t  Hebron b e fo re  David took  J e r u s a le m .  The 
co m p ile r  s t r e s s e d  th e  f r a g m e n ta t io n  and p r o g r e s s i v e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  
th e  pre-m onarchy  p e r io d ,  th e  problem s o f  I s r a e l  w i th o u t  a k ing  
( c h a p s .  1 7 -2 1 ) ,  and th e  in a d e q u a c ie s  o f  t h e  ju d g e s — e s p e c i a l l y  th e  
l a c k  o f  an a l l - I s r a e l  u n i t y  and l a s t i n g  s e c u r i t y .  Davis examines th e  
im p o r tan t  g e o g ra p h ic a l  t e x t s  and f in d s  no problems w i th ,  b u t  r a t h e r  
p o s i t i v e  e v id en c e  o f ,  a D av id ic  p rovenance  f o r  th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  th e  
e n t i r e  book, though he a l lo w s  f o r  some f r a g m e n ta ry  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .
He examines th e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  a l l e g e d  ( l a t e )  D euteronom ic p a s sa g e s  
and f in d s  in  them no s u b s t a n t i a l  ev id en ce  o f  a n y th in g  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  
D euteronom ic: in  f a c t ,  he r a t h e r  f in d s  e v id en c e  o f  th e  use  o f  v a r ie d  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  of E. jd u s .  D avis  makes an im p re s s iv e  
c a s e  and one canno t  e a s i l y  d i s m is s  i t .  But (1 )  he does  no t  e x p la in  
th e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  th e  a l l e g e d  D euteronom ic 
p a s s a g e s ,  and w h i le  h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  e x a m in a tio n  i s  c o n v in c in g  a g a in s t  
a t i g h t  l i n g u i s t i c  r e l a t i o n  w ith  th e  book o f  Deuteronomy, the  d i s ­
t i n c t i v e  p a s s a g e s  (fram ew ork , s p e e c h e s ,  kerygm a, i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  e t c . )  
need more c a r e f u l  e x p la n a t io n  th a n  he a t t a n p t s .  (2 )  His e x p la n a t io n  
o f  th e  n e g a t iv i s m  o f  Judges  toward Benjamin and Ephraim does n o t  seem 
to  f i t  th e  a l l e g e d  ap p e a l  by David fo r  them to  u n i t e  w ith  him. De­
s p i t e  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  how ever,  D av is '  argum ents a r e  an a t t r a c t i v e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  to  an E x i l i c  Era d a t e  f o r  th e  f i n a l  co m p o s i t io n  o f  Judg­
e s .  The e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e s  by Young, M anley, and Cundall  have c i t e d  
o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  d o u b t  abou t  t h e  a l l e g e d  d i s t i n c t i v e
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Deuteronomism o f  c e r t a i n  Judges p a s s a g e s .
I f  D avis i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e n  "D cutsronom ic"  may e i t h e r  have to  be
abandoned a s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  c e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s  in  J u d g e s , o r  th e
term w i l l  have to  b e  r e d e f in e d  bo th  in  i t s  c h a r a c t e r — perh ap s  as  a
?
s e t  o f  v a lu e s  n o t  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  m e a su ra b le — and i n  i t s  d a t e . -  That 
i s ,  Deuteronomy and Deuteronomism may be e a r l y  m o n a rc h ic ,  o r  even 
p re -m o n a rc h ic  as  i s  now argued  by M. K l in e ,  P. C r a ig i e ,  J .  A.
Thompson and o t h e r s .  The l a t t e r  view would n e c e s s i t a t e  a com ple te  
o v e r th ro w  o f  one o f  W e l lh a u s e n 's  most b a s i c  t h e s e s .
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , p .  36, i s  o n ly  t h e  most r e c e n t  to  e x p re s s  th e  
k in d s  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  on which Young, M anley, C u n d a l l ,  and o t h e r s  
b ase  t h e i r  p r o t e « t s  a g a in s t  D euteronom ism : " A c t u a l l y  th e  o n ly  c l e a r  
o r  s t y l i s t i c  p a r a l l e l  w i th  Deuteronomy i n  t h i s  fo rm u la  ( t h e  "p rag ­
m a tic "  o r  "framework" form ula) i s  th e  s t a t e m e n t  ' t h e y  d id  e v i l ' — 
e x c e e d in g ly  s l im  s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  t h e  book o f  Deuteronomy 
g u ided  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  J u d g e s . "  T h is  too  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  "Deuteronom ic" and "Deuteronomism" need more c a r e f u l  
d e f i n i t i o n .
“One o f  R i c h t e r ' s  most im p o r ta n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in  h i s  R e t t e r -  
buch i s  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  e d i t o r i a l  h a n d s ,  a l l  a l l e g e d l y  
D euteronom ic in  some s e n s e .  The f i r s t  i s  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  framework 
p a s s a g e s ;  b u t  as B o l in g  (J u d g e s . pp. 35 -3 6 )  and Moran ("A S tudy o f  
th e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r y , "  B i b l i c a  46 [1965 j : 223-228) bo th  n o t e ,  th e  
e v id en c e  f o r  a Deuteronomy c o n n e c t io n  f o r  t h i s  e d i t o r  i s  l im i t e d  to 
the  p h ra s e  " th e y  d id  e v i l "  (Deut 1 7 :2 )— a s l e n d e r  t h r e a d .  R i c h t e r ' s  
second e d i t o r  was an i m i t a t o r  o f  th e  f i r s t  and th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  
"example" ju d g e  s t o r y ,  t h a t  o f  O th n ie l ;  but R i c h t e r  h im s e l f  e x p r e s s e s  
some h e s i t a n c y  abou t  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a  sep; r a c e  e d i t o r  h e r e .  Moran, 
p . 224, t h in k s  h i s  e x i s t e n c e  i s  l i k e l y  and t h a t  to  him can be a t t r i b ­
u te d  t h e  c u l t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c h a p s .  2 - 9 ,  i . e . ,  h o s t i l i t y  to  f o r e i g n  
c u l t s  and p rom otion  o f  th e  Y ah w eh -cu lt ;  he  was a f i rm  ad v o ca te  o f  
D eu te ronom y 's  s i n g l e - s a n c t u a r y  Yahwism. The t h i r d  e d i t o r  was th e  
a u th o r  o f  th e  two i n t r o d u c t i o n s  ( 2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 ;  1 0 :6 -1 6 )  and a l s o  i n s e r t e d  
th e  two "m inor ju d g e s "  p a s s a g e s ,  1 0 :1 -5 ;  1 2 :8 -1 5 .  He i s  N o th 's  Deu- 
t e ro n o m is t  o f  th e  E x i l e .  He was s t r o n g l y  i n f lu e n c e d  by th e  framework 
p a s s a g e s  and , as  Moran n o t e s ,  by th e  Exodus t r a d i t i o n s  (p p .  2 2 5 -226) ;  
he was a l s o  th e  a u t h o r  o f  th e  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  scheme b o th  i n  Ju d g es  and 
in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  a s  a w h o le .  The 480 y e a rs  of 1 Kgs 
6 :1  i s  h i s ,  f o r  exam ple . W hile  B o l i n g ' s  p roposed e d i t i n g  p ro c e s s  has 
some l i k e n e s s e s  to  R i c h t e r ' s  scheme, t h e y  a r e  n o t  i n  co m p le te  a g re e ­
ment on e i t h e r  n o m en c la tu re  o r  on which e d i t o r i a l  s t a g e  c o n t r i b u t e d  
what to  t h e  b o o k 's  c o m p o s i t io n .
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T h is  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  p a th  o f  Ju d g es  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  sug­
g e s t s  some g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  which Judges s t u d i e s  might now ta k e ,  
and which s t u d i e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r ic o p a e  might t a k e .
In  th e  m eantime, th e  problem o f  how many e d i t o r i a l  hands 
worked on Ju d g es  from a Deuteronom ic p o in t  o f  v iew , and what each 
c o n t r i b u t e d  and when, goes u n re s o lv e d .  There can be no q u e s t io n  o f  
a t  l e a s t  a sm all  amount of some form o f  Deuteronom ic lan g u ag e  in  
c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  m a t e r i a l  o u t s i d e  th e  o ld  co re  of d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s .  
B e v e r l i n ,  Moran, and Davis have p o in te d  to  th e  i n f lu e n c e  of th e  
Exoc'us t r a d i t i o n s  on th e  e d i t o r i a l  p r o c e s s .^  The s t u d i e s  done in  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  have a l s o  r a i s e d  c a u t io n  a f r e s h  
abou t  t r y i n g  to  d e t e c t  v a r io u s  Deuteronomic e d i t o r s  because  th e  added 
m a t e r i a l  ( f ram ew orks ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  example) i s  r a t h e r  i . iL ': r laced  in 
a rem ark ab ly  complex way. N o n e th e le s s ,  a p o s i t i o n  w i l l  emerge h e re  
on th e  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p ro c e ss  r e p r e s e n te d  by J u d g e s .  The whole mate­
r i a l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  tn e  e d i t i n g  p ro c e s s  i s  viewed as D euteronom ic in  a 
broad s e n s e ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  th e  lo c u s  o f  a t  l e a s t  some o f  i t s  th e m a t ic  
i n t e r e s t s  and, to  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t ,  v o c a b u la ry .
The Hebrew S e t t le m e n t
M eanwhile , th e  book o f  Judges  has been under d i s c u s s i o n  from 
a n o th e r  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i . e . ,  what p ro c e s s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i n t o  P a l e s t i n e  
i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  Joshua  and Judges  and to  what e x t e n t  do t h e s e  books 
r e p r e s e n t  th e  whole s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  in  Canaan?
^ B e y e r l in ,  "G attung  und H e r k u n f t , ” e s p e c i a l l y  s t r e s s e s  th e  
p re -D eu te ro n o m ic  c h a r a c t e r  o f  much a l l e g e d l y  Deuteronomic p h ra seo lo g y  
in  th e  framework and i n t r o d u c t o r y  p o r t i o n s  o f  Judg  2 -9 .
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C. F. Burney used  th e  1917 Schweich L e c tu re s ^  to  make one o f  
th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  a t  p e n e t r a t i n g  a problem r a i s e d  by the  
d e v e lo p in g  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s ,  i . e . ,  an a p p a re n t  d i s c r e p a n c y  between 
th e  s e t t l e m e n t - b y - l o c a l - s k i r m i s h e s  p i c t u r e d  in  Judg 1 : 1 - 2 : 5 ,  and th e  
"framework" p a s s a g e s  i n  Judges  which seem to  p i c t u r e  an " a l l - I s r a e l "  
co n q u es t  s i m i l a r  to t h a t  o f  Jo s h u a .  Burney took  h i s  d e p a r tu r e  p o in t  
from the growing b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  " a l l - I s r a e l  co n q u es t"  was a c r e a t i o n  
o f  th e  D euteronom ic e d i t o r  o f  t h e  framework p a s s a g e s ,  and t h a t  l o c a l  
" co n q u es t"  was th e  more o r i g i n a l  and a c c u r a te  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  s e t t l e ­
m ent.  In  o t h e r  w ords, t h e  e a r l i e s t  f rag m en ts  we have r e f l e c t  o n ly  a 
n o n - u n i f i e d ,  l o c a l i z e d  s t r u g g l e  w ith  C a n a a n i te s  f o r  t e r r i t o r y .  T h is  
i s  a l s o  th e  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  e a r l i e s t  J  and E s t o r i e s  about t h e  ju d g e s ,  
i . e . ,  b e f o r e  th e  D euteronom ic e d i t i n g  c r e a t e d  th e  u n i f i e d ,  a l l - I s r a e l  
co n q u es t  s t o r y .
Burney argued  t h a t  I s r a e l ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  in  Canaan o cc u rre d  in  
two s t a g e s .  The f i r s t  was t h a t  o f  th e  Leah t r i b e s  from th e  South— 
J u d a h ,  Simeon, and L e v i ,  p l u s ,  i n  th e  v e ry  e a r l i e s t  s t a g e s ,  Reuben, 
I s s a c h a r ,  and Z ebulon . The l a t t e r  t h r e e  m ig ra te d  from th e  Negev 
toward th e  n o r th  and th e n c e  to  th e  e a s t .  In  th e  second s t a g e ,  th e  
J o sep h  t r i b e s  moved i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  h i l l  c o u n t ry  o f  Canaan from 
th e  e a s t  ( p r i m a r i l y  Ephraim and M an asseh ) . From h e r e  Manasseh l a t e r
^C. F. Burney, I s r a e l ' s  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  Canaan (London: Oxford 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1919); more r e c e n t l y ,  M. W e in fe ld ,  "The P eriod  o f  
th e  Conquest and of th e  Ju d g es  a s  Seen by th e  E a r l i e r  and th e  L a te r  
S o u r c e s ,"  VT_ 17 (1967 ) :9 3 -1 1 3 .  A ccording to  W e in fe ld ,  D transfo rm ed  
th e  s a v i o r s  o f  th e  p e r io d  in to  " j u d g e s , ” w hereas t h e  o l d e r  "p rag ­
m a t ic "  c o re  c a l l e d  them " s a v i o r s " ;  t h i s  i s  n o t  to  be d ism is se d  as  
s p e c u la t i o n  as  Noth a l s o  had made t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  which has indeed  
been  much d i s c u s s e d .  D iv i s io n  o f  th e  t r i b e s  i n t o  s u b -g ro u p s ,  e . g . ,  
on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  m o thers  had a l r e a d y  had a long  t r a d i t i o n  be­
g in n in g  w i th  S ta d e ,  f o r  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on which see  J .  deG eus, The 
T r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l  (Amsterdam: van Gorcum, 1976), p p . 1-27.
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moved ea s tw a rd  in t o  T ra n s jo rd a n  n o r th  o f  th e  J a b b o k .  T h is  s e t t l e m e n t  
was by m i g r a t i o n ,  was p e a c e f u l  f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  and o cc u rre d  over 
an a p p r e c i a b l e  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  These t r i b e s  amalgamated w i th  o t h e r  
H a b i r u - t r i b a l  g ro u p s  whose names were " I s r a e l i t e "  (A sh e r ,  f o r  exam­
p le )  and who were a l r e a d y  in  P a l e s t i n e ;  t h e r e  i s  a r c h a e o lo g i c a l  
ev id en c e  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  O c cas io n a l  c l a s h e s  o c c u r re d  in  t h i s  
p ro c e s s  to  which th e  o ld  co re  o f  Jo sh u a  and J u d g e s  r e f e r s . *
A. A l t  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h i s  problem in  1925 in  D ie  Landnahme der 
2
I s r a e l i  ter, i n  P a l e s t i n e . Here he argued somewhat d i f f e r e n t l y  from 
B urney, t h a t  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  between th e  o ld  P a l e s t i n i a n  c i t y - s t a t e s  of  
th e  L a te  Bronze Age had always been s p a r s e l y  p o p u la te d  and t h a t  i t  
was i n t o  t h e s e  c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  I s r a e l  s lo w ly  s e t t l e d .  Local oppo­
s i t i o n  was o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  s k i rm is h e s  a s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  o ld  co re  
o f  J o s h u a - J u d g e s .  T h is  ap p ro ach ,  which to o k  i t s  r i s e  from A l t ' s  
p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  h as  r e c e n t l y  been co n t in u ed  by 
W eippert  (The S e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  T r i b e s  in  P a l e s t i n e  [1971]) 
and I s r a e l i  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  su ch  a s  Y. Aharoni and B. 
Mazar ( w i th  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ) .
During th e  p e r io d  1930-1970, A lb r ig h t  and some o f  h i s  p u p i l s  
such  as  G. E. W right and John B r ig h t  c o n t in u e d  to  d efen d  th e  conquest  
o f  Jo sh u a  a s  t h e  manner of  th e  I s r a e l i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  on th e  b a s i s  o f  
key s i t e s  m en tioned  in  Jo sh u a  where m ass iv e  d e s t r u c t i o n  l e v e l s  occur  
a t  a t im e a l l e g e d l y  c o o r d in a t e  w i th  th e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  Exodus.
But t h e r e  a r e  problem s w i th  t h i s  v iew , and on any re ck o n in g  even
*These v ie w s ,  how ever,  go back to  B. S ta d e  and C. S te u e rn a g e l  
a c c o rd in g  to  B u rn e y 's  d i s c u s s i o n  in  pp. 1 -9 .
^E s s a y s . pp .  133-169.
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d e s t r u c t i o n  L ev e ls  may n o t  be coun ted  on to  t e l l  th e  whole s t o r y . *
2
S t i l l  a n o th e r  s u g g e s t io n  h as  been  made by G. M endenhall .  He 
a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r re d  when H ab iru  i n  P a l e s t i n e ,  r e ­
v o l t i n g  from th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c i t y - s t a t e s ,  
jo in e d  th e  I s r a e l i t e  H ab iru  in v a d in g  from th e  E a s t  who had e a r l i e r  
r e v o l t e d  s i m i l a r l y  from th e  power s t r u c t u r e  o f  E gypt.  N. Gottwald 
now s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  r e b e l l i o n  p ro c e s s  i s  what s u b s t a n t i a l l y  formed 
" I s r a e l "  and t h a t  t h e r e  r e s u l t e d  from i t  a " r e t r i b a l i z a t i o n "  i . e . ,  
th e  t r i b a l  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w hich we a c t u a l l y  have in  th e  Hebrew 
B i b l e . 3
T h is  problem  i s  h i g h l y  r e l e v a n t  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  
s t o r i e s  inasm uch a s  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  an a t t e m p t  to  d e te rm in e  th e  kind o f  
s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  w i th  which I s r a e l ' s  l i f e  in  P a l e s t i n e  b eg a n .  I f ,  f o r  
exam ple , i t s  main m o t i f  and animu3 i s  freedom from o p p r e s s iv e  power 
s t r u c t u r e s ,  th e n  r e s i s t a n c e  to  c e n t r a l i z i n g  o f  power and monarchy i s  
n a t u r a l  (M en d en h a l l ,  G o t tw a ld ) .  I s r a e l  would have v a lu e d  f r e e  th eo ­
c r a t i c  l i f e  w i th  th e  l o c a l - t r i b a l  o r  even in d ep en d e n t  c la r .  reg im e as 
n o rm a t iv e .  A c tu a l ly  t h e n ,  two im p o r ta n t  problem s a r i s e  fo i  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  from c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t  p ro b lem . (1 )  What
*The d e b a te  on th e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  " c o n q u e s t"  i s  c o n t in u e d  in  
th e  ASOR Symposia volume by W eippert h i m s e l f  and Y. Y ad in , "The 
T r a n s i t i o n  from a  Semi-Nomadic to  a S e d e n ta r y  S o c ie ty  i n  th e  T w e lf th  
C en tury  B .C .E . , "  pp . 5 7 -6 8 .  J .  M. W e in s te in ,  "The E g y p t ian  Empire in  
P a l e s t i n e :  a R e a sse s sm e n t ,"  BASOR 241 (1 9 8 1 ) :1 -2 8 ,  d i s c u s s e s  th e  
p o s s i b l e  r o l e  o f  E g y p t ia n  p re s e n c e  in  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s i t e s  to  th e  
end of t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n tu r y .
2G. M en d en h a l l ,  The Hebrew Conquest o f  P a l e s t i n e , "  BA 25
(1962) :6 6 - 8 7 ;  t h i s  v iew  i s  e l a b o r a t e d  i n  more d e t a i l  in  h i s  The Tenth  
G e n e ra t io n  (B a l t im o r e :  Jo h n s  H opk ins ,  1 9 7 3 ) .
3N. G o t tw a ld , Domain Assum ption and S o c i e t a l  Models in  th e  
S tudy  o f  P re -M o n arch ic  I s r a e l , "  in  SVT. n o .  28, and expanded in  The 
T r i b e s  o f  Yahweh (M a ry k n o l l ,  N.Y.: O rb i s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .
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p a t t e r n  of s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  and v a lu e s  i s  o p e r a t i o n a l  in  Judges?
(2 )  How i s  t h i s  p a t t e r n  m a n ife s te d  in  any g iv e n  ju d g e  o r  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  p e r ic o p a e  o f  which he o r  she  i s  th e  s u b j e c t .  One i s  fo r c e d ,  th e n ,  
to  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  
r e p r e s e n te d  by Ju d g es  and i t s  p e r c e p t i o n  and e v a lu a t io n  by th e  f i n a l  
c o m p i l e r ( s )  a n d /o r  t h e i r  Immediate p r e d e c e s s o r s .
S o c ia l  O r g a n iz a t io n  and S o c i a l  P ro c e s s  in  
S e t t l e m e n t  I s r a e l
What Burney had b o ld ly  a t t e m p te d  i n  1917 n a t u r a l l y  c r e a te d  
more problems and q u e s t i o n s .  C lem ents  sum m arizes:
In  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h i s  new a p p ro ach  tow ards f in d in g  a 
s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  problem  of I s r a e l ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  in  P a l e s t i n e ,  A lt  
c o n s id e r e d  th e  complex h i s t o r i c a l  problem  co n ce rn in g  I s r a e l ' s  
emergence as  a t e r r i t o r i a l  s t a t e  u n d e r  a monarchy. In many re ­
s p e c t s  th e  problem s c o n c e rn in g  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  in  th e  la n d  and th e  
fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  s t a t e  w ere r e l a t e d , s in c e  bo th  a s p e c t s  
o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  h inged  upon t h e  q u e s t io n  of th e  n a tu r e  of 
th e  p e o p l e ' s  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e fo re  th e  a c q u i­
s i t i o n  of f u l l  n a t i o n a l  s t a t u s .
In  h i s  a r t i c l e  " I s r a e l ,  p o l i t i s c h e  G e s c h ic h t e , "  in  th e  second 
e d i t i o n  o f  D ie R e l i g io n  in  G e s c h ic h te  und Gegenwart (1929) A lt  
su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  form of th e  i n t e r - t r i b a l  bond was a u n i t y  w i th  
s t r i k i n g  l i k e n e s s  to  s i m i l a r  c o n f e d e r a t i o n s  in  Greek and I t a l i a n  
a r e a s  c a l l e d  " a m p h ic ty o n ie s . “ S im u l ta n e o u s ly ,  A l t ' s  p u p i l ,  M. Noth , 
p u b l i s h e d  (1928) an e l a b o r a t e d  s tu d y  o f  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  in  Das System 
d e r  Zw olf Stamme I s r a e l s . T h is  s tu d y  was d eve loped  f u r t h e r  and 
r e f i n e d  in  N o th 's  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l  (German, 19 5 0 ).  The b a s i c  s o c i a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  type  was s a i d  to  be a t w e l v e - t r i b e  c o n f e d e r a t io n  
o rg a n iz e d  around a c e n t r a l  s a n c tu a r y  and o f  which Yahweh war was th e
^R. C lem en ts ,  One Hundred Y e a rs  o f  Old T es tam en t I n t e r p r e t a ­
t i o n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W e s tm in s te r ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  39 .
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most f r e q u e n t  and v i s i b l e  e x p r e s s io n .  At f i r s t ,  and fo r  perhaps  as 
much as f o r t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  id e a  and d e s c r i p t i v e  v o c a b u la ry  o f  t h i s  
s o c i a l  a r rangem en t was e x t re m e ly  p o p u la r  and was adopted  as th e  
n o rm a tiv e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  I s r a e l ' s  e a r l i e s t  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  even 
by p e rso n s  who found i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  e n c lo s e  th e  term "am phictyony" 
i n  q u o t a t i o n  m arks. But by 1963, o b j e c t i o n s  had d e v e lo p e d .  In t h a t  
y ea r  R. Smend p u b l i s h e d  h i s  Y ahwehkrieg  und Stammebund which c r y s ­
t a l l i z e d  m ajor  o b j e c t i o n s .  Smend argued t h a t  ( 1 )  t h e r e  a r e  no t 
tw e lv e  t r i b e s  i n  th e  e a r l i e s t  m a t e r i a l s  o f  J u d g e s .  (2 )  The t r i b e s  
w hich a r e  m entioned a r e  no t in  a c o n f e d e r a t i o n ;  th e y  r a t h e r  o p e ra te  
i n d e p e n d e n t ly ,  and o n ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  v o l u n t a r i l y  and o c c a s i o n a l l y .
(3 )  The a r k  i s  no t  th e  c e n te r  o f  any such  am phic tyony , and (4 )  th e  
Rachel t r i b e s  bea r  most o f th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any Yahweh war 
( Jo se p h  o r  J o s e p h -B e n ja m in ) . T here  was a kind o f  am phictyony; but i t
was a c o n f e d e r a t io n  o f  th e  Leah t r i b e s  a t  S i n a i ,  and war was not an 
e x p r e s s io n  of t h e i r  bond. The Rachel t r i b e s  a r e  th e  t r i b e s  of th e  
Exodus and t h e i r  u n i t y  was o n ly  t h a t  o f  Yahweh's p re se n c e ;  Yahweh
war was an e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  h i s  p r e s e n c e .  Thus the
Exodus and S in a i  a r e  d i v i d e d ,  as a r e  " t r i b a l  c o n f e d e r a t i o n ” and
"Yahweh w a r ,"  r e s p e c t i v e l y  betw een th e  two g roups  o f  t r i b e s .
I  have e l a b o r a t e d  Smend's c r i t i q u e  somewhat because  i t  i s  th e  
s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  f o r  a growing d i s a f f e c t i o n  w i th  th e  "amphictyony" 
d e s c r i p t i o n .  A f t e r  Smend, a s t e a d y  s t re a m  of p rom inen t books and 
a r t i c l e s  f i n d s  f a u l t  w i th  "am phic tyony" f o r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o th e r .*
*R. deVaux, The E a r ly  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l , t r a n s .  D. Smith 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W estm in s te r  P r e s s ,  1978),  pp . 6 95-749 , reviewed th e  
l i t e r a t u r e  th rough  1978; W. H a l lo ,  "A Sumerian Am phictyony,"  JCS 14
(1 9 6 0 ) :8 8 -9 6 ,  and B. R a h t j e n ,  " P h i l i s t i n e  and Hebrew A m p h ic ty o n ies ,"  
JNES 24 (1 9 6 5 ) :1 0 0 -1 0 4 ,  a l l e g e  Sumerian and P h i l i s t i n e  p a r a l l e l s .
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R i c h t e r  (1 9 6 5 ) ,  * H auser (1 9 7 5 ) ,^  B. L in d a r s  (1 9 7 9 ) ,^  a s  w e ll  as
4
M endenhall ,  G o ttw a ld ,  and D. H. Mayes a long  w ith  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
s c h o l a r s ,  a l l  f in d  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .
I f ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  was no formal o r  m a t e r i a l  u n i t y  among th e  
s e t t l e m e n t  t r i b e s ,  what was th e  h i g h e s t  u n i t  o f s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  
and a u t h o r i t y ,  and how d id  t h i s  system  become an a l l - I s r a e l  monarchy 
by abou t  1000 B .C .E .?
The answer to  th e  f i r s t  q u e s t io n  i s :  th e  t r i b a l  reg im e . What 
we have i n  J u d g e s ,  in  th e  e a r l i e s t  l i s t s  o f  s o c i a l  u n i t s  and t h e i r
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i s  th e  in d ep en d en t  t r i b e ,  as  i s  argued  by L in d a r s ,
5 6 7 8H ause r ,  M endenha ll ,  G ottw ald ,  J .  L iv e r ,  and T. I s h id a  and A.
g
Malamat who c i t e  p a r a l l e l  s o c i a l  p a t t e r n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from M a r i .
^W. R i c h t e r ,  "Zu den 'R i c h t e r n  I s r a e l s , ' "  ZAW 77 (1 9 6 5 ) :4 0 -7 2 .
2
A. J .  H au se r ,  "The Minor Ju d g es :  A R e -E v a lu a t io n ,"  JBL 
94 (1 9 7 5 ) :1 9 0 -2 0 0 .
. L in d a r s ,  "The I s r a e l i t e  T r ib e s  in  J u d g e s , "  SVT no . 30 
(1 9 7 9 ) ,  pp . 95 -112 .
? r ? r
I s r a e l  i n  th e  P e r io d  o f  th e  J u d g e s . S tu d ie s  in  B i b l i c a l  
Theo logy , 2nd S e r i e s ,  no. 29 ( N a p e r v i l l e ,  111 .:  A l l e n s o n 's ,  1 9 7 4 ) .
^ "U n ity  and D i v e r s i t y  in  E a r ly  I s r a e l  b e fo re  S am uel,” JETS 22 
(1 9 7 9 ) :2 8 9 -3 0 3 .
^T en th  G e n e r a t i o n .
^T r i b e s  o f  Yshweh.
®"The I s r a e l i t e  T r i b e s , "  in  World H i s t o r y  of th e  J e w is h  
P e o p l e . v o l .  3 ,  J u d g e s . ed . B. Mazar (New Brunsw ick, N . J . :  R u tg e rs  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1971).
9T .  I s h i d a ,  "L ead e rs  of th e  T r i b a l  L eag u es :  I s r a e l  in  th e  
Pre-Monarchy P e r io d , "  RB_ 80 (1 9 7 3 ) :5 1 4 —530; A. M alam at,  "Mari and th e  
B i b l e :  Some P a t t e r n s  o f  T r ib a l  O r g a n iz a t i o n  and I n s t i t u t i o n s , "  JAOS 
82 (1 9 6 2 ) :1 4 3 -1 5 0 ,  examines im p o rtan t  p a r a l l e l  m a t e r i a l  from Mari i n  
w hich he i s  a b l e  to  i l l u s t r a t e  a s i n g l e  t r i b e  s e t t l i n g  i n to  a l o c a l  
a r e a ,  w i th  v a r io u s  s u b -g ro u p s  ( c l a n s  o r  f a m i l i e s )  in  v a r io u s
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T h is  i s  a s im p le  and f o r t h r i g h t  a l t e r n a t i v e ;  t h e  answer to  th e  second 
q u e s t i o n  i s  more com plex.
S o c i a l  T e n s io n s
A l b r i g h t ' s  b a lan c ed  o b s e r v a t io n  in  1949, t h a t  e a r l y  I s r a e l
d i s p l a y s  t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  b o th  c e n t r i p e t a l  and c e n t r i f u g a l  f o r c e s ,
seems c o r r e c t . ^  A lb r ig h t  assumed w i th  most o t h e r  s c h o la r s  t h a t  th e re
was some k ind  of t r i b a l  f e d e r a t i o n  which u n i f i e d  I s r a e l  d u r in g  t h i s
p e r io d .  But th e  id e a  o f  an am p h ic ty o n ic  u n i t y  i s  now in  t r o u b le  as
n o ted  above ,  and how much and in  what ways beyond one o r  s e v e r a l
y e a r l y  r e l i g i o u s  f e s t i v a l  g a t h e r i n g s  th e  M osaic covenan t u n i f i e d
I s r a e l  s o c i a l l y ,  e c o n o m ic a l ly ,  and p o l i t i c a l l y ,  a p p e a r s  now to  be
more p ro b le m a t ic  th an  e v e r .  In d eed ,  H auser  (1979) conc luded  t h a t  "A
com posite  p i c t u r e  drawn from th e  r e s t  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  th e  book
o f  Judges . . . p o in t s  away from any n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  o r  o r g a n iz a -  
..2t i o n .
C e r t a i n  o th e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  e a r l y  I s r a e l
s u g g e s t  th e  same t h i n g .  T. I s h i d a ,  in  th e  a r t i c l e  c i t e d  above, has
d em o n s t ra te d  q u i t e  c o n c lu s i v e ly  t h a t  " I s r a e l "  i s  n o t  an obvious
d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  th e  whole t u a l v e  t r i b e s  i n  many u se s  in  Ju d g es .  I t
more f r e q u e n t l y  d e s i g n a t e s  r a t h e r  sm a l l  t r i b a l  u n io n s  formed m ain ly  
3
f o r  a l o c a l  war. M endenhall and G o ttw ald  b o th  show t h a t  th e  t r i b e
s t a g e s  o f  permanent s e t t l e m e n t  (some s t i l l  w a n d er in g ,  some s e t t l e d  in
open  v i l l a g e s ,  some s e t t l e d  in  w a l le d  c i t i e s ) .
^ A lb r ig h t ,  The B i b l i c a l  P e r i o d  from Abraham t o  E z ra  (New York:
H arper and B r o th e r s ,  1 9 4 9 ) ,  p . 37.
^H auser ,  p .  302.
^ I s h i d a ,  pp. 524-526.
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i s  th e  prim ary  s o c i a l  u n i t  in  e a r l y  I s r a e l . ^  T h e i r  s t u d i e s ,  a lo n g
w i th  t h a t  o f  J .  L i v e r ,  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  p ro c e s s e s  th ro u g h  which
t r i b a l  s t r e n g t h  grew o r  was m a in ta in e d  (M endenhall ,  G ottw ald) by
2
means o f  b i o l o g i c a l  p ro p a g a t io n  and am alg am a tio n , and th e  means by 
which f i s s i o n  a n d /o r  weakening ( d i s i n t e g r a t i o n )  a l s o  i n f i l t r a t e d  
t r i b a l  l i f e  and le d  to  th e  s e a rc h  f o r  new forms o f  s o c i a l  o rg a n i ­
z a t i o n ,  which would s t r e n g t h e n  b a s i c  s e c u r i t i e s  ( L i v e r ) .  The newer 
s t u d i e s  c i t e d  h e re  tend to  see  th e  s o c i a l  s t r e n g t h  and o r g a n iz a t i o n  
of I s r a e l  d u r in g  th e  e a r l  ie:-'t s e t t l e m e n t  as c o n c e n t r a te d  in  th e  
t r i b a l  reg im e , r a t h e r  th an  in a f e d e r a t i o n  o f  t r i b e s  o r  in  a s p e c i a l  
am phic tyon ic  a r ra n g e m e n t .  T h is  means t h a t  e a r l y  I s r a e l ' s  s t r e n g t h  
r e s id e d  in  the  r e g io n a l  t r i b a l  v i t a l i t y ,  n o t  in  a f o r m a l ly  u n i te d  
n a t io n  which worked in  u n iso n  on a l l  f r o n t s  o f  l i f e .  I f  t h e r e  was 
e v e r  an e a r l y  u n i f i e d  I s r a e l ,  i t  a p p e a rs  to  have been l i m i t e d  to  th e  
p e r io d  o f  i s o l a t e d  d e s e r t  l i f e  and th e  e a r l y  c o n q u e s t ,  and fo rm a lly  
h e ld  t o g e th e r  by th e  S in a i  c o v e n a n t .  Once I s r a e l  began s e t t l i n g  i n t o
P a l e s t i n e ,  however, n a t u r a l  g e o g r a p h ic a l  s e p a r a t i o n s ,  l o c a l  B aalism ,
3
C a n a a n i te  c 'n a r io t r y ,  and f o r e i g n  im m ig ra t io n  became f o r c e s  o f  d i s  
s i p a t i o n  and d i s u n i t y .  The v e ry  old Song o f  Deborah t e s t i f i e s  to
^M endenhall ,  T en th  G e n e r a t i o n , p p .  174-178; G o t tw a ld ,  T r i b e s ,  
pp. 245-250 .
^M. W e ip p e r t ,  pp .  15-34, t h in k s  too  t h a t  n a t u r a l  p o p u la t io n  
g ro w th ,  im m ig ra t io n ,  and d e c r e a s in g  eco n o m ic -g eo g rap h ic  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
Shosu nomads (* I s r a e l ,  Edom, Moab, Ammon), l e d  to  th e  ra p id  
p o p u la t io n  grow th o f  P a l e s t i n e  and T ra n s jo rd a n  i n  I ro n  I ;  J .  L iv e r ,  
"The I s r a e l i t e  T r i b e s , "  pp . 204-208; A. A h a ro n i , The Land o f  th e  
B i b l e , t r a n s .  A. R ainey  ( P h i l a d e p h ia :  W e s tm in s te r ,  n . d . ) ,  p p .
221-227 , has c o l l e c t e d  much in f o r m a t io n  on c la n  im m ig ra t io n ,  amal­
g a m a t io n ,  g e o g r a p h ie s ,  and economy. He does no t t r y  to e v a lu a t e  
s t r e n g th e n in g -w e a k e n in g  dynamics s in c e  he i s  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in 
s o c i a l  geography p e r  s e .
^ A lb r ig h t ,  p p .  37-38 .
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v o lu n ta r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  some t r i b e s , ^  w h i le  o t h e r s  a r e  f a u l t e d  fo r
n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ( Ju d g  5 : 1 4 - 1 8 ) .
Some s t r e n g th e n in g  by b i o l o g i c a l  p r o p a g a t io n  and am algamation
u n d o u b ted ly  o c c u r re d  (p e rh a p s  m o s t ly  in  Judah and Ephraim) to  a id  th e
power o f  th e  l o c a l  t r i b a l  reg im e .  The I s r a e l i t e  t r i b e  was i n  f a c t  a
r a c i a l - e t h n i c  amalgam from t h e  v e r y  b e g in n in g .  Even Abraham's
’"house" In c lu d ed  p e o p le  n o t  b o rn  t h e r e ,  bu t n o n e th e l e s s  b rough t  under
t h e  s i g n  o f  th e  co v en an t  (Gen 1 7 ) .  One can a l s o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  "mixed
m u l t i tu d e "  coming out o f  Egypt w i th  I s r a e l ,  th e  am algam ation  o f  th e
C a l e b i t e s  and K e n i te s  w ith  Ju d ah  (Judg 1 ) ,  th e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  th e
G ib e o n i t e s  i n to  I s r a e l  ( J o s h  9 ) ,  and th e  p ro b a b le  co n v e rs io n  o f
Shechem o r  e lem en ts  o f  i t  to  Yahwism (Jo sh  24; Judg  9 ) .  L iv e r  shows
how re c o m b in a t io n s  o c c u r re d  when i s o l a t e d  f a m i l i e s  c f  one t r i b e
r e l o c a t e d  in  a n o th e r  t r i b e  ( r e g i o n ) ,  o r  s e t t l i n g  fo r e ig n  groups were
2
amalgamated in to  v a r io u s  t r i b e s . "
The dynamics o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  ap p ear  to  have become s t ro n g e r
a s  I s r a e l  co n t in u e d  in  th e  l a n d .  L iv e r  n o te s  t h a t  " in  th e  absence  o f
a u n i fy in g  f o r c e ,  th e  t r i b e  te n d s  to  d i s i n t e g r a t e  in to  s m a l l e r  
..3u n i t s .  M endenhall s u g g e s t s  th e  same th in g  in  d i s c u s s i n g  s o c i a l  
f i s s i o n :
. . .  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  r e a l  k in s h i p  t i e s  in  s o c i e t y  i s  so l im i te d  
t h a t  something l a r g e r  i s  n ee d ed ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  p o p u la t io n  
d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e s  and s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t s  become complex . . . the
*Cf. B. L i n d a r s ,  "The I s r a e l i t e  T r ib e s  in  J u d g e s , "  SVT. n o .  30 
(1979) , pp. 95-112 .
2
L i v e r ,  p p .  204-208; c f .  A h a ro n i ,  pp . 221-245; M endenha ll ,  
T e n th  G e n e r a t i o n , pp . 142-173 , d i s c u s s e s  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  P a l e s t i n ia n  
im m ig ra t io n  by e lem e n ts  o f  v a r io u s  d i v e r s e  g roups  ( P h i l i s t i n e s ,  
M i d i a n i t e s ,  e . g . ) .
\ i v e r ,  p .  186.
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f i v e - g e n e r a t i o n  p a t t e r n  ac co rd in g  to  which i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  
r e l a t e d  i f  th ey  have a common a n c e s t o r  w i th in  th e  f i f t h  
g e n e r a t i o n  seems to^have  been c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  e a r l y  
b i b l i c a l  community. Beyond th e  f o u r th  g e n e r a t io n  o f  d e s c e n d a n ts  
t h e r e  i s  no c o r p o ra te  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and p ro b a b ly  no o th e r  
im p o r ta n t  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n .
T h is  tendency  toward d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of l a r g e r  " k in s h ip "  groups
i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  s t a te m e n t  in  Exod 20:5
abou t  v i s i t i n g  i n i q u i t y  up to  th e  f o u r th  g e n e r a t i o n .  A f t e r  th e
f o u r th  g e n e r a t i o n  k in s h ip  co h e s io n s  a lm ost  w holly  d i s i n t e g r a t e .  "No
2
im p o r ta n t  s o c i a l  fu n c t io n "  i s  perform ed by them. Some l a r g e r  over­
a r c h in g  s o c i a l  concep t o r  need i s  r e q u i r e d  to  m a in ta in  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
Such a concep t o r  need in  e a r l y  I s r a e l  was f u l f i l l e d  by c o v e n a n t ,  
c u l t ,  o r  d e fe n s e  a l l i a n c e ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  by a new form o f  c e n t r a l ­
ized  w holeness— monarchy. L iv e r  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  "one o f  th e  p r i n c i ­
pa l  r e s u l t s  o f th e  co n q u es t  and s e t t l e m e n t — a r e s u l t  which found
e x p r e s s io n  on ly  much l a t e r — was th e  com ple te  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  
..3t r i b a l  reg im e .  The monarchy r e p r e s e n t s  th e  e n d -p o in t  r e a c t i o n  to  
t h i s  n e g a t iv e  p r o c e s s .  In  th e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a g e  between t r i b a l  
r u l e  and a r a d i c a l  e f f o r t  a t  u n i t y  renew al such as monarchy, th e  
fu n c t i o n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n ,  which once belonged to  th e  t r i b e ,  ap p e a r  to  
have been i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e le g a t e d  to  th e  seco n d ary  and s m a l le r  s o c i a l
^M endenhall,  Tenth  G e n e r a t i o n , pp . 177-178; but t h i s  s tu d y  and 
G o t tw a ld 's  T r ib e s  o f  Yahweh a r e  more i n t e r e s t e d  in  how a l i e n a t e d  
g ro u p s  form and re - fo rm — in  fu s io n  more th an  f i s s i o n — though th e  
l a t t e r  i s  o f im portance  in  th e  p r o c e s s .
2
M endenhall ,  Tenth  G e n e r a t i o n , p . 178.
3
L iv e r ,  p. 189.
4 I b i d . ,  pp. 190, 193.
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u n i t ,  t h e  But th e  s m a l le r  th e  s o c i a l  u n i t  i n  which th e
f i v e  p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t io n s  were e x e r c i s e d ,  t h e  more p r e c a r io u s  became
2
th e  d e g re e  o f  p r o t e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h .
At what s o c i a l  l e v e l  were th e  war o r  o t h e r  g r o u p - p r o t e c t i v e
f u n c t i o n s  in v e s te d ?  In  Jo s h u a ,  I s r a e l  i s  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  a c t in g  as  a
w h o le .  In  th e  e a r l y  c h a p te r s  o f  J u d g e s ,  how ever,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  by
v o l u n t a r y  t r i b a l  d i v i s i o n s .  In  G id e o n 's  e x p e r ie n c e ,  t h e  t r i b e  i s
s t i l l  a c t i v e ,  bu t  G ideon i s  t h i n k in g  p r i m a r i l y  i n  te rm s  o f  h i s
n n 9 ' J 4 £ ? ( = * ,| > x  when viewed a s  a m i l i t a r y  u n i t ) . ^  With J e p h th a h ,
4
the  v i a b l e  d e fe n s e  u n i t  c o n s i s t s  o n ly  o f  J e p h th a h ’ s band whom th e  
G i l e a d i t e s  must use to  defend  th e m s e lv e s .  In Samson, I s r a e l  i s  
reduced  to  m ere ly  o b s e r v in g  h i s  deeds  o f  power; t h e r e  i s  no l i b e r a ­
t i o n  w ar. I n t e r - t r i b a l  c o n f l i c t s  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  in c re a s e d  a long  
w i th  v i o l e n c e  (Judg  17-21) and th e  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  power o f  B a a l ism .  
The emergence o f  c h a r i s m a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w h i le  c e r t a i n l y  o f  Yahweh, i s  
n o n e th e l e s s  ev id en ce  o f  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ;  ch a r ism a  i s ,  a t  th e  l e a s t ,  a 
s to p - g a p  and a t  most a s u p p ly  o f  power to  com pensate f o r  i t s  l o s s  in  
th e  p r im ary  s o c i a l  u n i t ,  th e  t r i b e .  T h i s  same p ro c e s s  a l s o  re a c h e s  
t h e  c la n  to  which th e  p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  th e  t r i b e  were appar­
e n t l y  more and more con s ig n ed  as  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  p ro c e e d e d .  The c l a n  
d ev e lo p s  th e  w a lled  c i t y  and i t s  w a l l s  sy m b o liz e  t h e  o ld  t r i b a l
*Cf. G o t tw a ld ’ s p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n  c h a r t s ,  T r i b e s ,  p p .  338- 
341, 282-284; d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  by G ottw ald  a t  any 
l e n g t h ,  how ever.
^Li v e r ,  p p .  190-193, sum m arizes th e  e lem e n ts  o f  th e  f l u c t u ­
a t i n g  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  which c o n t r i b u t e d  to  weakness.
^G o ttw a ld ,  T r i b e s ,  p p .  270-273.
4
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  197.
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p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s .  In  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  ten d en c y  toward k in g s h ip  
m ust have  r e p r e s e n te d  a j u s t l y  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  to  s o c i a l l y  r e o r g a n iz e  
i n t o  some more v i a b l e  form o f  p r o t e c t i v e  u n i t y ,  no m a t t e r  how hard  i t  
was to  adm it th e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  th e  need f o r  change 
(G ideon , Sam uel).  T h is  a p p e a rs  to  be t h e  meaning o f  th e  e f f o r t  a t  
k in g s h ip  in  Judg  8 .  The t r i b a l  reg im e has  g iv e n  way to  th e  c l a n  
re g im e .  The c la n  regime a p p a r e n t l y  ten d ed  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  l i f e  
and p r o t e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  more and more in  th e  c i t y  and i t s  e l d e r s ,  i t s  
d e f e n s e s ,  i t s  c u l t  c e n t e r ,  and i t s  g a t e s  (econom ic l i f e ,  j u d i c i a l  
l i f e ) .  The book o f  Ruth I d e a l i z e s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and u n d o u b ted ly  i t  
had i t s  b e n e f i t s .  But th e  s t o r y  o f  Ruth c e n t e r s  in  Ju d ah ,  th e  t r i b e  
w hich  p ro b a b ly  m a in ta in e d  o r  in c r e a s e d  i t s  s t r e n g t h  more than  any 
o t h e r ,  and p e rh ap s  en joyed  th e  g r e a t e s t  s e c u r i t y .  As p r o t e c t iv e  
u n i t s  became s m a l l e r ,  and r e a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  enemies more p o w e rfu l ,  
s e c u r i t y  problem s compounded.
I have review ed th e s e  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  and some o f  t h e i r  im p li ­
c a t i o n s  i n  d e t a i l ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  any v iew  o f  k in g s h ip  
( t h e  u l t i m a t e  outcome) reckon  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  w i th  i t s  a c t u a l  s o c i a l  
a n t e c e d e n t s . *  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  now t h a t  we n o te  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 
s p e c i f i c  e lem en ts  in  th e  dynamics o f  l o c a l  power and s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  
a s  s ee n  i n  J u d g e s ,  i . e . ,  e l d e r s ,  j u d g e s ,  s a v i o r s ,  m e rc e n a r ie s ,  
l e a u u i s ,  h e a d s ,  r u l e r s ,  k i n g s .
The A lt-N o th  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  am p h ic ty o n ic  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  
s e t t l e m e n t  I s r a e l  in c lu d ed  th e  id e a  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n f e d e r a t io n
* I t  must be emphasized t h a t  th e  p o in t  be ing  made h e re  i s  n o t  
t h a t  th e  t r i b e  ev o lv es  l i n e a l l y  i n t o  th e  s t a t e ;  th e  s t a t e  r a t h e r  
o c c u r s  n e g a t i v e l y ,  i . e . ,  because  th e  t r i b e  i s  an " e v o l u t i o n a r y  c u l  de 
s a c "  as M. H. F r ie d  p u t  i t .  C f . d eG eu s , p .  131.
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was m a in ta in e d  by two o p e r a t i v e s — th e  "minor ju d g e s "  o f  10 :1 -5  and 
1 2 :7 -1 2 ,  whose p r im ary  f u n c t i o n  was to  te a c h  th e  law , and th e  "major 
ju d g e s "  whose c h a r i s m a t i c  w a r r i o r  power e x p re s sed  th e  am ph ic tyon ic  
u n io n  under th e  d u re s s  o f  f o r e i g n  t h r e a t s ,  i . e . ,  i n  war h e ro ism .
The Large p r o t e s t  L i t e r a t u r e  a g a i n s t  th e  am p h ic ty o n ic  d e s ­
c r i p t i o n  o f  e a r i y  I s r a e i  was p e rh ap s  ep i to m iz ed  by th e  a r t i c l e  o f  A.
J .  H auser i n  L975 in  which he r e j e c t e d  b o th  th e  am p h ic ty o n ic  d e s -
2
c r i p t i o n  and th e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  between minor and m ajor j u d g e s . "
An engag ing  c o u n te r  to  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  th e  s tu d y  of H. Rosei (1 9 8 0 ) ,
3J e p h ta h  und d a s  Problem d e r  R i c h t e r , "  where i t  i s  argued  th a t  
H auser  has  gone too f a r :  th e  am p h ic ty o n ic  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  s e p a r a b le  
from th e  t h e s i s  of two ty p e s  o f  ju d g e s ,  o r  b e t t e r ,  two ju d g e -  
f u n c t i o n s ,  i . e . ,  th e  l o c a l  t e a c h e r - e l d e r - g o v e r n o r  ty p e  and th e  w ar- 
l e a d e r  t y p e .  Hauser was c o r r e c t ,  R osel a r g u e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o v e r la p — 
some p e rso n s  do b o th ,  of which J ep h th ah  i s  th e  most obv ious  example.
But th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  m a in ta in e d  in  Ju d g es  a long  f u n c t i o n a l  l i n e s ,  
and i s  no t  t i e d  to  t h e  ( d i s p e n s a b l e )  am phictyony a n a l y s i s .
What was th e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between e l d e r s  and ju d g es?  
T here  i s  g e n e r a l  agreem ent t h a t  th e  e l d e r s  were s im p ly  l o c a l  r u l e r s ,  
i . e . ,  "m inor j u d g e s . "  Whether t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was s t r i c t l y  over  
t h e  c i t y  and i t s  " d a u g h te r s "  ( Ju d g  1) o r  o v e r  th e  t r i b a l  t e r r i t o r y ,  
i s  n o t  c l e a r .  I t  may in  f a c t  have been in  p ro c e s s  o f  change from the
*A. A l t ,  E ssays  on Old T es tam e n t  H i s t o r y  and R e l i g i o n , pp .
102, 243, and pass im : " th e  m inor ju d g e s  . . . have no c o n n e c t io n s  
w i th  m i l i t a r y  fu n c t io n s  o r  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h i s  s o r t  ( p .  1 0 2 ) ."  Noth 
dev e lo p ed  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  in  "Das Amt des  R i c h t e r s  I s r a e l s , "  in  
F e s t s c h r i f t  f u r  A l f r e d  B e r t h o l e t . ed .  W. B aum gartner (T ub ingen : J .  C.
B. Mohr, 1950),  pp. 404 -4 1 7 .
2C f .  a l s o  deGeus. 3B i b l i c a  61 (1 9 8 0 ) :2 5 1 -2 5 5 .
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l a t t e r  to  th e  form er as  th e  p r o t e c t iv e - g o v e r n in g  f u n c t i o n s  became 
more l o c a l i z e d .  At any r a t e  t h e r e  i s  th e  g e n e ra l  p e r c e p t io n  t h a t  the  
d e l i v e r e r - j u d g e s  a r o s e  as a r e s u l t  o f  e l d e r  d y s f u n c t io n  in  t im es  o f  
c r i s i s  o r  em ergency, as  Z. Weisman (1977) and H. Reviv (1977) sug­
g e s t . ^  I t  i s  in  t h i s  kind o f  power l e a d e r s h i p  vacuum t h a t  th e  " c h a r -
2
i s m a t ic "  ju d g e  a ro s e  to  f i g h t  o f f  t h r e a t s  from f o r e ig n  e n e m ie s . - But 
one must n o t  assume t h a t  th e  g o v e rn in g  e l d e r s  then  ceased  to  e x i s t ,  
o r  th e  o p p o s i t e ,  t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  r e v e r t e d  e n t i r e l y  to  th e  e l d e r s  a f ­
t e r  a s u c c e s s f u l  m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t .  The more l i k e l y  p ro c e s s  i s  t h a t  
th e  d e l i v e r e r - j u d g e  co n t in u ed  to  govern  under  a g ra d u a l  w idening  of 
h i s  powers as  g ra n te d  by t h e  e l d e r s ,  as Reviv s u g g e s t s .  C o n s i s t e n t  
w i th  t h i s  n o t io n  i s  th e  a lm ost unanimous concensus t h a t  Q 0 V ? d o e s  
Indeed mean " r u l e ” i . e . ,  a p e r so n  who a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  
governm ent— j u d i c i a l ,  m i l i t a r y ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  Somewhere in  the  
whole s t a n d s  th e  p r in c e  (*~IV/) who i s  n e i t h e r  p r e c i s e l y  ju d g e  nor 
e l d e r
T hat t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  cou ld  e a s i l y  move toward k in g s h ip  i s  n o t  
hard  to  s ee  in  an a tm osphere  where e l d e r - k i n g s h i p  c o o r d in a t io n s
*Z. Weisman, " C h a r i s m a t ic  L eaders  in  th e  Era o f  J u d g e s , "  ZAW 
89 (1977 ) :3 9 9 -4 1 1 ;  H. R ev iv ,  " E ld e r s  and S a v i o r s , "  O r ie n s  A n tiq u u s  16 
(1 9 7 7 ) :2 0 1 -2 1 4 .
2 ..
C h a r is m a t ic '  i s  M. W eb er 's  te rm , c f .  A n c ien t  J u d a i s m , t r a n s .  
H. G er th  and D. M a r t in d a le  (New York: The F ree  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 ) , p a s s im .
3E . g . ,  T. I s h i d a ,  L e a d e rs " ;  R i c h t e r ,  " R ic h te rn " ;  H.
C a z e l l e s ,  " S h i lo h ,  th e  Customary Laws and th e  R e tu rn  o f  th e  A n c ien t  
K in g s ,"  in  P ro c la m a t io n  and P r e s e n c e , e d .  J .  I .  Durham and J .  R. 
P o r t e r  (Richmond: John Knox, 1 9 7 0 ) .  Gordon, pp. 239, 286, 2 9 5 -2 9 7 ,  
a rg u e s  t h a t  ju d g es  » r u l e r s  i s  common in  th e  E a s t e r n  M e d i te r r a n e a n  
and t h a t  t h e  key to  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h i s  phenomenon l i e s  in  Mycenaean 
k in g s h ip  in  th e  p e r io d  of x i i - x  B.C. where k in g s h ip  means war hero ism  
and landed  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  no t  d y n a s t i c  s u c c e s s io n .  J .  L. McKenzie, 
" E ld e r s  in  th e  Old T es ta m e n t ,"  B i b l i c a  40 (1 9 5 9 ) :5 2 2 -5 4 0 ,  p o in t s  ou t  
th e  d i f f e n t i a  between terms such  as ju d g e ,  e l d e r ,  p r i n c e .
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a l r e a d y  had a long h i s t o r y , ^  a s  t h e  example o f  th e  e l d e r s '  o f f e r  o f 
k in g s h ip  to  Gideon shows. The most im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  i s  w he the r  the  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  a s  a whole and Ju d g es  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  view t h i s  
a s  a p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t iv e  d ev e lopm en t,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from th e  th eo ­
l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t .
K in g sh ip  i n  th e  D e u te r o n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y
N o th 's  O b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h l i c h t l i c h e n  S tu d i e n  (1943) i s  aga in  
th e  w a te rsh ed  o f  modern d i s c u s s i o n .  F r e q u e n t ly  i t  has  been assumed 
t h a t  S am u e l 's  n e g a t iv i s m  about t h e  monarchy i s  th e  n o rm a tiv e  th e o lo g y  
o f  monarchy. T h is  i s  N o th 's  v iew  a l s o .  For him, th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
h i s t o r y  i s  co m p re h en s iv e ly  n e g a t iv e  ab o u t  monarchy. But t h e  r e a c t i o n  
t o  Noth has  c r e a t e d  a whole new v iew  o f  t h i s  p rob lem , w h e th e r  on th e  
Gideon-Abim elech k in g s h ip  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  view  o f  k in g s h ip  found 
i n  Ju d g es  more b r o a d ly ,  o r  on th e  b r o a d e s t  s c a l e ,  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H i s to r y  a s  a w hole.
Taking  th e  l a s t  f i r s t ,  a m a jo r  r e v e r s a l  has o c c u r r e d .  Four
2
American d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  d ev o ted  to  segm ents o f  th e  D eute ro ­
n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y  i n  th e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  have conc luded  t h a t  a n e g a t i v e  
v iew  o f  monarchy i s  n o t  i n  e v id e n c e .  I t  i s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e ,  however,
*H. F r a n k f o r t ,  K ingsh ip  and t h e  Gods (C h icago :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Chicago P r e s s ,  1948); H. F r a n k f o r t ,  H. A. F r a n k f o r t ,  J .  A. W ilson ,  T. 
J a c o b s e n ,  and W. A. I r w i n ,  Che I n t e l l e c t u a l  A d v en tu re  o f  A n c ie n t  Man 
(C h icago :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1 9 4 6 ) .
2D. R. D a v is ,  A Proposed L i f e - S e t t i n g " ;  G. E. G e rb ra n d t ,  
"K ingsh ip  Accord ing  to  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , "  (Th.D. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Union T h e o lo g ic a l  Sem inary  i n  V r i g i n i a ,  1980); R. D. 
N e lso n ,  "The R e d a c t io n a l  D u a l i t y  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry "  
(Th.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Union T h e o lo g ic a l  Sem inary in  V i r g i n i a ,  1981);
H. K en ik ,  "The Design f o r  K ingsh ip  i n  1 Kings 3 :4 -1 5 :  A S tudy in  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  N a r r a t i v e  Technique and T heo logy  o f  K in g s h ip :  (Ph.D  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  S t .  Louis  U n i v e r s i t y ,  19 7 8 ) .
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t h a t  1 Sam 8 -1 2  w i l l  have to  be u n d e r s to o d  to  r e f l e c t  such  a compre­
h e n s i v e l y  n e g a t i v e  v iew .
M. Buber among modern c r i t i c a l  t h i n k e r s  a l s o  r e a f f i r m e d  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  p e rc e iv e d  n e g a t i v i s m , 1 b u t  t h e  g e n e ra l  tendency  now i s  
to  t h i n k  o t h e r w i s e .  G. W a l l i s ,  f o r  exam ple ,  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  "Die 
Anfange des Konigtums in  I s r a e l  (1 9 6 3 ) ,"  t r a c e s  th e  r o o t s  o f  th e
monarchy to  th e  s o c i a l  dynam ics w hich made w a r r io r - c h a r i s r a a  a pow- 
2
e r f u l  movement. A. E. C undall  i s  a n o th e r  f o r t h r i g h t  a d v o c a te  o f
t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  His v iews a r e  e x p r e s s e d  In two a r t i c l e s ,  "A n tece d en ts
3
o f  th e  Monarchy in  A nc ien t  I s r a e l "  (1964) and "Judges:  An Apology
4
f o r  th e  Monarchy?" (1 9 7 0 ) .  T h is  i s  a l s o  th e  view o f  D avis  in  h i s  
1978 d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  and R. D. N elson  t h i n k s  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  k in g ly  in ­
t e r e s t s  a r e  so s t r o n g  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  t h a t  Jo sh u a  i s  
p r e s e n te d  w i th  many k in g ly  m o t i f s  drawn d i r e c t l y  from th e  k in g s h ip  
p a s sa g e  in  Deut 17.^
R. B o ling  (1974) and J .  D um brell  (1983) do t h in k  th e  v iew  c '  
Ju d g es  toward k in g s h ip  i s  n e g a t i v e ,  b u t  n o t  e x a c t ly  i n  t h e  o ld e r
^The K in g sh ip  o f  God, t r a n s .  R. Scheiraann (New York: H arper  
and Row, 1 9 6 7 ) .
^ W is s e n s c h a f t l i c h e  Z e i t s c h r i f t  d e r  M a r t i n - L u t h e r - U n i v e r s i t a t  
12 (1 9 6 3 ) ,  p p .  239-248; c f . a l s o  h i s  more r e c e n t  G e s c h ic h te  und 
t i b e r l i e f e r u n g  ( S t u t t g a r t :  Calwer V e r l a g ,  1968); i t  i s  n o t  a s low  
l i n e a r  e v o l u t io n  from t r i b a l  r u l e  to  m onarchy , b u t  emergency s i t u ­
a t i o n s ,  in  w hich k i n g l ik e  w a r n o r - h e r o e s  emerged and from which 
monarchy came. The l i n e  i s  from J e p h th a h  to  David , n o t  t r i b a l  r u l e  
to  m onarchy.
~*Vox E v a n g e l ic a  3 (1964 ):  4 2 -5 0 .
4
ET_ 81 (1 9 7 0 ) :1 7 8 -1 8 1 .  C f . a l s o  M. W e in fe ld ,  "The P e r io d  o f  
The C o n q u es t ,"  pp . 93-113 .
^R. D. N e lso n ,  " J o s i a h  in  th e  Book o f  J o s h u a ,"  JBL 100
(1 9 8 1 ) :5 3 1 -5 4 0 .
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s e n s e .  T h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  " t r a g i c o m i c , "  and from an E x i l i c  Era 
v ie w p o in t .*  One ca n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  speak  a b o u t  a unanimous s h i f t  on 
k in g s h ip ;  b u t  movement does seem to  be in  th e  p o s i t i v e  d i r e c t i o n .
Not to  be o v e r lo o k e d ,  how ever,  i s  A. A l t ' s  1930 e s s a y  "D ie
o
S ta a t e n b i ld u n g  d e r  I s r a e l i t e n  in  P a l a s t i n a . " “ I t  i s  hard  to  e s t i m a t e  
j u s t  how d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  t h i s  e s s a y  has been in  th e  s h i f t  toward 
a more p o s i t i v e  v iew  o f  monarchy in  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y ,  b u t  
i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  A l t ' s  c o l l e c t e d  essay s  on a s p e c t s  o f  I s r a e l ' s  r e l i ­
g io n  and h i s t o r y  were n o t  p u b l i s h e d  in  E n g l i s h  u n t i l  1966 a f t e r  w hich 
one can s e e  a p a t t e r n  o f  change in  E n g l i s h  a r t i c l e s  a l s o .
A lt  sough t  o n ly  to  d e s c r i b e  th e  p ro c e s s  by which I s r a e l  moved 
from i t s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n t o  P a l e s t i n e  to  th e  Solom onic monarchy. ( 1 )  
S a u l ' s  k in g s h ip  was based on c o n t i n u i t y  w i th  th e  o ld  t r i b a l  reg im e 
and i t s  c h a r i s m a t i c  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w a r - l e a d e r s h i p ;  i t  was no t  a mere 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  th e  t r i b a l  r u l e ,  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  in  c o n t i n u i t y  w i th  
i t .  ( 2 )  C o n t in u i t y  was m a in ta in e d  w i th  th e  t r i b a l - c h a r i s m a t i c  
p ro c e s s  th ro u g h  co v en an t  ce rem o n ia l  a t  t h e  o ld  s h r i n e s  l i k e  G i l g a l . 
( 3 )  The new e lem ent i s  t h a t  th e  whole p e o p le  a c c la im  Saul as perma­
n e n t  r u l e r . But why d id  t h i s  change occur?  (4 )  The c a t a l y s t  was th e  
P h i l i s t i n e  t h r e a t .  The new a r ran g em en t  was s o l e l y  f o r  d e f e n s e -  
p r o t e c t i v e  r e a s o n s ,  n o t  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x p a n s io n .  M oreover,  Saul k e p t  
h im s e l f  in  power th ro u g h  a sm all  band o f  r e t a i n e r s  p lus  m ercenary  
r e c r u i t s ,  as  had been th e  c a s e ,  f o r  exam ple , w i th  J e p h th ah  and o t h e r
* B o lin g ,  " In  Those D ays,"  p .  45 i m p l i c i t l y ;  D um bre ll ,  " In  
Those D ays,"  p .  28 e x p l i c i t l y .
2
The e s s a y  i s  now in  E n g l i s h  and in c lu d e d  under th e  t i t l e  "The 
F o rm ation  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  S t a t e  i n  P a l e s t i n e "  i n  E s s a y s  i n  Old 
T es tam en t H i s t o r y  and R e l i g i o n .
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d e l i v e r e r —j u d g e s , in c lu d in g  perhaps Shamgar.* ( 5 )  The o ld  C an aa n i te  
s t a t e s  were no m odel. They were r a t h e r  based  on a sm all  p ro f e s ­
s i o n a l ,  l o c a l  s o l d i e r y ,  and were l i m i t e d  in  t e r r i t o r y ;  t h e  p eo p le  had 
n o th in g  t o  do w i th  th e  k i n g ' s  r e t e n t i o n .  The P h i l i s t i n e s  were a 
b e t t e r  m odel.  Saul in  f a c t  based h i s  kingdom a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  on 
t h e i r  model o f  m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n — a p r o f e s s i o n a l  body 
o f  r e t a i n e r s  p lu s  m e rc e n a r ie s  and m i l i t a r y  g a r r i s o n s  in  remote a r e a s .
(6 )  I s r a e l ' s  e a r l y  monarchy i s  r a t h e r  more l i k e  t h a t  o f  Ammon, Edom, 
Moab, and Aram. In th e s e  emerging n a t i o n - s t a t e s ,  "k in g "  does no t  
mean ' ' d y n a s t i c . 1' R a th e r  fo r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s  t h e s e  "m onarchies ' '  
fu n c t io n e d  by emergence o f  a p ow erfu l  t r i b a l  c h i e f t a i n  c a l l e d  "k ing"  
i n  b i b l i c a l  t e x t s  (Gen 3 6 :3 1 -3 9 ) .  Not u n t i l  D a v id 's  t im e  and a f t e r  
were th e y  d y n a s t i c .  The e a r l y  monarchy o f  I s r a e l  i s  most l i k e  t h i s  
ty p e  b u t  a l s o  in c lu d e s  Yahweh e l e c t i o n  and th e  p e o p le s '  c o n f i r m a t io n .
(7 )  The e a r l y  monarchy d e a l t  o n ly  w i th  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  and l e f t  a l l  
e l s e  to  th e  t r i b e s .
C l e a r l y ,  A l t  s t r e s s e s  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  th e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  th e  
monarchy w i th  i t s  I s r a e l i t e  p a s t  and w i th  th e  sys tem  o f  th e  (non- 
C a n a a n i te )  su r ro u n d in g  n a t i o n s .  But one can  see  how much o f  A l t ' s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a l s o  o f  J e p h th a h  when th e  t o t a l  c o n f ig ­
u r a t i o n  o f  e lem e n ts  in  h i s  " r u l e "  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  v iew .  C l e a r l y  a l s o ,  
" ju d g e s h ip ” and " k in g s h ip "  a r e  n o t  d i s c r e t e  c a t e g o r i e s  in  th e  b ib ­
l i c a l  and e x t r a - b i b l i c a l  s o u r c e s .  The i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  in  d e a l i n g  w i th  J e p h t h a h ' s  s o c i a l  b e a r in g s .
A l t  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  J e p h th a h  may be in te n d e d  a s  a t y p o l o g ic a l
^C f. P. C. C r a i g i e ,  " R e c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  Shamgar ben Anath 
( J u d s .  3 :31 and 5 : 6 ) , "  JBL_ 91 (1972 ) :  2 3 9 -2 4 0 .
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p r e c u r s o r  o f  D avid . ' '
I t  would be s p le n d id  indeed  i f  A l t ' s  w e l l - a r t i c u l a t e d  
d e s c r i p t i o n  c o u ld  s im ply  be a c c e p te d  f o r t h w i t h .  I t  h a s ,  in f a c t ,  
been s u b j e c t e d  to c r i t i c i s m  in  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s ,  a t  f i r s t  by G. 
B u c c e l l a t i ,  t h e n  by W. B e y e r l i n ,  th e n  by T. I s h i d a .  These c r i t i q u e s  
focus  p r i m a r i l y  on A l t ' s  c o n t e n t io n  t h a t  a d y n a s t i c  c o n c e p t io n  o f  
monarchy was n o t  p a r t  o f  S a u l ' s  governm ent.  B u c c e l l a t i  r a t h e r  argued 
t h a t  S a u l ' s  monarchy was d y n a s t i c  b o th  de j u r e  and de f a c t o . B e y e r l in  
t h a t  Sau l was n e i t h e r  a c h a r i s m a t ic  war l e a d e r  n o r  made k ing  by ac­
c l a m a t io n ,  and I s h i d a  t h a t  the  d y n a s t i c  c o n c e p t io n  i s  c l e a r  in  the  
m inds o f  th e  p e o p le ,  in  S am u e l 's  m ind ,  and in  t h e  mind of Saul him­
s e l f  a s  seen  in  h i s  exchanges  w ith  J o n a t h a n .  Thus S a u l ' s  monarchy 
was n o t  p u r e ly  c h a r i s m a t i c .  But t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  do n o t  appear 
t o  d i s l o d g e  A l t ' s  b a s ic  i d e a ,  t h a t  ch a r ism a  c o n t in u e d  i n t o  th e  e a r l y  
monarchy from th e  time o f  th e  ju d g e s .  The c r i t i q u e s  do s u g g e s t ,  
th o u g h ,  t h a t  he may have o v e r s t a t e d  th e  p o i n t  o r  made a complex
s i t u a t i o n  a p p e a r  too s im p le  by c o n c e iv in g  o f  i t  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  one
2
p r i n c i p l e  o f  k in g s h ip  o v e r  a g a in s t  a n o t h e r .
A more d ra m a t ic  change on m onarchy, how ever,  i s  a group of 
a r t i c l e s ,  which— c o n t r a r y  to  a l l  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  p e r c e iv e d  a p p e a ra n ces  
in  t h e  t e x t  as w e l l  a s  to  t h e  e x e g e t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n — argue  t h a t  k in g ­
s h i p ,  even in  t h e  e p is o d e s  o f  Gideon and A bim elech , i s  n o t  in
' c f .  A l t ,  E s s a y s . p p .  253, 272-273.
2
T. I s h i d a ,  The R oyal D y n a s t i e s  in  A n c ie n t  I s r a e l  ( B e r l i n :  
W a l te r  d e G ru y te r ,  1977), p p .  51-54; I s h i d a ,  how ever,  acknow ledges 
t h a t  ( I )  Edom ite " k in g s"  were u n r e l a t e d  c h i e f t a i n s  (p .  2 3 ) ,  and (2) 
k in g -c h a r i s m a  i s  v i s i b l e  in  1 Samuel; G. B u c c e l l a t i ,  C i t i e s  and 
N a t io n s  o f  A n c ie n t  S y r i a . Stud:. S e m i t i c ! , 26 (Rome: I n s t i t u t o  Di 
S tu d i  Del V ic in o  O r i e n t a ,  1957), p p .  195-200; W. B e y e r l i n ,  "Das 
K o n ig sch a r ism a  b e i  S a u l , "  ZAW 73 (1 9 6 1 ) :1 8 6 -2 0 1 .
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p r i n c i p l e  viewed n e g a t i v e l y .  This  movement in  s c h o l a r s h ip  u n d e rg i rd s  
th e  above noted t e n d e n c ie s  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e . ^  The l i t e r a t u r e  of 
t h i s  l i n e  o f  th o u g h t  w i l l  be rev iew ed i n  d e t a i l  in  chap .  7 below.
F i n a l l y ,  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  e x p lo re  d i f f e r e n t  views o f  k in g s h ip  
as  r e g io n a l  v a r i a b l e s .  F. M. C ro ss ,  J r .  no ted  i n  1973, t h a t  con­
f l i c t i n g  views o f  monarchy e x i s t e d  a f t e r  i t s  fo u n d in g .  In  th e  N orth
a c o v e n a n t - o r i e n t e d ,  c o n d i t i o n a l  monarchy id e o lo g y  p r e v a i l e d ,  w h i le
2
i n  th e  S ou th  a d y n a s t i c  view was c u r r e n t .  In  a d i f f e r e n t  sense  L. 
Schmid in  h i s  1982 a r t i c l e  "Konig and Charism a im A lten  T estam ent"^  
s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  N o rth e rn  Kingdom r e t a i n e d  a c h a r i s m a - o f - t h e - o f f i c e  
i d e o lo g y .  T h is  too  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  p ro c e ss  which le d  to  monarchy 
goes back i n t o  th e  s o c i a l  dynamics found in  Ju d g es  and moves forward 
from t h e r e .
T h is  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l s  a b ro a d en in g  and deepen ing  p e r c e p t io n  
o f  th e  complex s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  l e a d in g  to  m onarchy, in c lu d in g  p o s s i b l e  
n o n - d y n a s t i c  k in g s h ip  as a t r a n s i t i o n a l  form in  some newly emerging 
p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t i e s .  I t  a l s o  r e v e a l s  how th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry
^E. H. M aly, "The Jotham  F ab le— A n t i -M o n a rc h ia l? "  CBQ 22 
(1 9 6 0 ) :2 9 9 -3 0 5 ;  G. H. D av ie s ,  "Judges  8 :2 2 - 2 3 , "  VT 13 (1 9 6 3 ) :1 5 1 -1 5 7 ;  
U. Simon, "The P a ra b le  o f  Jo tham : The P a r a b l e ,  I t s  A p p l ic a t io n  and 
N a r r a t i v e  Framework," T a r b iz  34 (1 9 6 4 - 1 9 6 5 ) :1 -3 4 ;  B. L in d a r s ,  
" J o th a m 's  F a b le :  A New Form C r i t i c a l  A n a ly s i s , "  JTS NS 24 (1973): 
355-356. One may compare a l s o  t h r e e  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s :  J .  D ishon, 
"Gideon and th e  B eg inn ings  o f  Monarchy in  I s r a e l , "  T a r b iz  41 (1972) :  
255-268; S. E. Loewenstamm, "The Lord S h a l l  R ule  Over You ( J u d s .  
8 : 2 3 ) , ” T a r b iz  41 (1 9 7 2 ) :4 4 4 -4 4 5 ;  and W. C. van  Wyk, “ The F ab le  of 
Jotham in  i t s  A nc ien t  Near E a s te r n  S e t t i n g , "  O u d -T es tam en tie se  
Werkgemeenskap van S o u d -A fr ik a  15/16 ( n . d . ) : 8 9 - 9 5 .
2
C a n a a n i te  Myth and Hebrew E p ic  (C am bridge: Harvard U n iv e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1973),  pp. 219-273.
^"Konig und Charism a im A l te n  T es ta m e n t :  Beobachtungen zur 
S t r u c k t u r  d es  Konigtums im A lten  I s r a e l , "  Kerygma und Dogma 28
(1 9 8 2 ) :7 3 -8 7 .
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e v a lu a te d  th e  I s r a e l i t e  monarchy. I t  w i l l  be im p o r ta n t  to  a s s e s s  th e  
p l a c e  o f  J e p h th a h  in  t h i s  s e t t i n g .  For p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a ­
t i o n ,  an assu m p tio n  i s  made in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d i s c u s s e d  
h e r e ,  and t h a t  S am u e l 's  a t t i t u d e s  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  a p o s i t i v e  view o f  
monarchy p ro b a b ly  p re v a i le d *
Problem s in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y
Assuming th e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  n o t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i s ­
c r e t e  Old T es tam en t l i t e r a r y  e n t i t y  j u s t i f i a b l y  c a l l e d  The D eu te ro ­
nomic o r  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  i . e . ,  a g ro u p  o f  w r i f , ' g s  con­
s i s t i n g  o f  Deuteronomy th ro u g h  Kings whose co m p o s i t io n  and c o n te n t s  
a r e  homogeneous and g u id ed  by t h e  v a lu e s  and c o n c e p ts  of Deuteronomy, 
t h e r e  a r e  p toblem s w hich have n o t  y e t  been worked in  d e t a i l  o r  which 
have n o t  been  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  r e s o lv e d  o r  e x p la in e d .  S ince  Jep h th ah  
i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Ju d g es  com plex, and J u d g e s  h a s  become p a r t  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  some d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  u n re s o lv e d  problems 
i n  th e  s tu d y  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i s  a p p o s i t e ,  to  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e s e  
w i l l  b e a r  on th e  proposed r e s e a r c h .
1. I t  must s t i l l  be r e g a rd e d  as a somewhat open q u e s t i o n  
w h e th e r  su c h  a d i s c r e t e  e n t i t y  r e a l l y  does  e x i s t  as The D eu te ro ­
n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  t h i s  w hole complex has been 
assem b led  a n d /o r  e d i t o r i a l l y  u n i f i e d ^  by a s i n g l e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  
g roup  o f  p e r s o n s .  The c o m p o s i t io n a l  p ro c e s s  to o  i s  open to  q u e s t i o n .  
Was i t  a l l  composed a t  one tim e? Was i t  composed by a r r a n g in g  a l re a d y  
e x i s t i n g  o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n s ?  Was i t  composed by i n s e r t i o n  o f  
p a r t i c u l a r  v a lu e -co m m en ts , t h e o l o g i c a l  ju d g m e n ts ,  c h r o n o lo g ic a l
lW. J .  D um bre ll ,  " In  Those D ays,"  f o r  exam ple , d e s c r i b e s  
Ju d g es  as  a " r e d a c t i o n a l  u n i t y . "
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i n d i c a t o r s ,  o r  sp ee ch es  a t  key p o i n t s ?  In 1978, D. R. Davis in  th e  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  m entioned  above ,  d i s s o lv e d  most o f  th e  L i n g u i s t i c  
ev id en c e  f o r  th e  a l l e g e d  Deuteronomism o f  c e r t a i n  p a s sa g e s  in  Judges 
u s u a l l y  c la im ed  to  e x h i b i t  s i g n i f i c a n t  D euteronom ic Language and 
s t y l e .  D av is  d e m o n s t r a te s  t h a t  s u c h  ev id en c e  f o r  d i s t i n c t i v e  
Deuteronomism in  th e s e  p a s sa g es  does  n o t  in  f a c t  e x i s t . 1 D a v is '  
w ork , how ever, o n ly  c l im ax es  a lo n g  l i n e  o f  c r i t i c s  o f  th e  a l l e g e d  
Deuteronomism o f  v a r io u s  segm ents  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  D e sp i te  D av is '  
n e g a t i v e  c o n c lu s io n s  on th e  D euteronom ic lan g u ag e  o f  J u d g e s ,  however, 
i t  i s  s t i l l  p ro b a b le  t h a t  one must sp ea k  o f  t h e  Deuteronom ic n a tu r e  
o f  th e  Jo sh u a -K in g s  h i s t o r y  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e s e  books— e s p e c i a l l y  
J o sh u a  and K ings— do work w i th  th e  v a l u e s ,  i d e a s ,  and language  of 
Deuteronomy. T hese  v a lu e s  in c lu d e  i t s  fo c u s  on th e  fo u r  o f f i c e s  o f  
I s r a e l  ( p r o p h e t ,  p r i e s t ,  k in g ,  j u d g e ) ,  th e  problem o f  i d o l a t r y  and 
l o y a l t y  t o  Yahweh, th e  b l e s s i n g - c u r s i n g  schema of Deuteronomy, the 
lan d  as g i f t  o f  Yahweh, I s r a e l  as  t h e  p eo p le  o f  Yahweh, and o b ed ien c e  
to  th e  t o t a l  law  and co v en an t  o f  Yahweh as I s r a e l ' s  modus o p e ran d i  
f o r  h e r  m is s io n  in  the  w o r ld .  Deuteronomism may be more l i k e  a 
t h e o l o g i c a l - v a l u a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  th a n  a p r e c i s e l y  m easu rab le  
l i n g u i s t i c  phenomenon.
2 . Again assum ing th e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  judgm ent t h a t  th e r e
i s  a D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  m a jo r  problem s o f  i t s  t h e o l o g i c a l -
s o c i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  have n o t  been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  r e s o lv e d .  One 
o f  th e  most d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  b a s i c ,  o f  t h e s e  problem s i s  t h i s
^The p e r t i n e n c e  o f  D a v is '  ex a m in a t io n  o f  a l l e g e d  De uuclG riGiu i c
language  l i e s  in  N o th 's  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  by i t s  
l i n g u i s t i c  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  Deuteronomism i s  v i s i b l e ;  c f .  M. N oth , 
D e u te ro n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y , p .  5.
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h i s t o r y ' s  view o f  k in g s h ip .  I s  i t s  overv iew  o f  monarchy in  I s r a e l  
b a s i c a l l y  n e g a t i v e  (B u b er ,  N oth , M endenhall)  o r  p o s i t i v e  (H a u s e r ,  
G e rb ra n d t ,  C u n d a l l ,  Nelson , D av is )?  T h is  has been d i s c u s s e d  in  
d e t a i l  above.
3. A most p u zz l in g  problem i s  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  a w e ll-w orked  
u n i t y  r e f l e c t i n g  s i n g u l a r i t y  in  c o m p o s i t io n ,  r e d a c t i o n ,  a n d /o r  e d i t ­
i n g ,  whence comes such a v a s t  v a r i e t y  o f  m a te r i a l  and l i t e r a r y  p a t ­
t e r n s  w i th in  t h i s  u n i ty ?  Two l i n e s  o f  th o u g h t  stemming from W ell-  
hau sen  tend to  a d d re s s  t h i s  problem in  t h e i r  own d i s t i n c t i v e  w ays.
One l i n e ,  which o r i g i n a t e d  w i th  K. Budde and proceeded (w i th  Judges 
i n  mind p r im a r i ly )  th ro u g h  G-. F. Moore, C. F. Burney, and 0 .
E i s s f e l d t  to  C. Simpson (1 9 5 7 ) ,  was o f  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  th e  P e n ta -  
t e u c h a l  so u rc e s  J  and E in  v a r io u s  r e v i s i o n s  and e d i t i o n s  fu rn is h e d  
much o f  th e  b a s i c  m a t e r i a l  o f  th e s e  books to  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
r e v i s i o n .  The o t h e r  v iew p o in t  which o r i g i n a t e d  w ith  H. Gressmann and 
moved th ro u g h  L. Rost and M. Noth, and now in f a c t  p re d o m in a te s ,  saw 
th e  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l s  as s c a t t e r e d  f rag m en ts  and p o r t i o n s  o r i g i n a t i n g  
in  many d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  and c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  This  m a te r i a l  was 
f i n a l l y  b ro u g h t  i n t o  u n i ty  by D eu te ronom izing  e d i t i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  
a n d /o r  d u r in g  th e  e x i l e .  But t h i s  o p in io n  has th e  f u r t h e r  com pli­
c a t i n g  f e a t u r e ,  t h a t  th e  s o u rc e  m a t e r i a l  i s  v e ry  d i v e r s e ,  and each 
m ajo r  b lo c k  ( f o r  example, D a v id 's  R i s e ,  th e  Ark N a r r a t i v e ,  th e  
D a v id ic  S u c c e s s io n ,  o r  th e  R e t t e r b u c h  [Judg 3 - 9 ] )  has i t s  own in d e ­
penden t p r e - h i s t o r y  in  th e  o r a l  and e a r l y  w r i t t e n  s t a g e s  o f  i t s  
e x i s t e n c e .  Our problem would th en  be th e  n a t u r e  and f u n c t io n  o f  th e  
Je p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  in  t h i s  complex, and w he the r  i t  was e a r l i e r ,  in d e ­
p e n d e n t ,  o r  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  second ju d g e s -b o o k .
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4 .  T h is  d i s c u s s i o n  l e a d s  to  a f o u r th  problem . Not a l l  
p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  a l l e g e d  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry  have been ev en ly  
a s s e s s e d  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  w h o le .  The D a v id ic  S u c c e s s io n  
s t o r y ,  f o r  example (2 Sam 9 -2 0 ) ,  has been f r e q u e n t l y  s t u d i e d ,  s in c e  
W e llh au sen  h im s e l f  made s p e c i f i c  p o s i t i v e  pronouncem ents abou t i t s  
d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s ,  and becau se  th e  p o r t i o n  i s  f e l t  to  have been 
composed c lo s e  to th e  tim e o f  th e  e v e n ts .*  The Ark N a r r a t i v e  has 
a l s o  been th e  s u b j e c t  o f  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  and d i s s e r t a t i o n s  (1 Sam 
4 -6 ,  2 Sam 6 ) . “" In  Ju d g es ,  The Song o f  Deborah ( c h a p .  5) i s  perhaps  
th e  most s tu d i e d  p o r t i o n .  There i s  a l a r g e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  Samson 
s t o r i e s  and an a p p r e c i a b l e  b u t  l e s s e r  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  Gideon 
s t o r i e s .  There i s  a l s o  a s u b s t a n t i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  s o - c a l l e d  
"m inor ju d g es"  p o r t i o n s  (1 0 :1 - 5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 5 ) ,  a l th o u g h  i t s  focus  i s  on 
th e  s o c i a l  system  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  p e r ic o p a e  and th e  e x t e n t  to  which 
th e  s e v e r a l  p ie c e s  p a in t  a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  ju d g e s h ip  than  t h a t  
o f  th e  "m ajor ju d g e s"  where m i l i t a r y  campaigns a r e  th e  fo c u s .  In 
t h i s  complex o f  l i t e r a r y  b lo c k s  and u n i t s ,  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  a r e ,  
in  c o n t r a s t ,  v i r t u a l l y  u n s tu d ie d  in  a com prehensive  way, as R ic h te r  
ob serv ed  in  h i s  1966 e s s a y .  He n o te s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  a few
*The most r e c e n t  monograph i s  R. N. Whybray, The S u c c e s s io n  
N a r r a t i v e  ( N a p e r v i l l e ,  111 .:  A l l e n s o n 's ,  1968) where th e  l i t e r a t u r e  
i s  c i t e d ;  J .  W e llh au sen ,  P ro legom ena, p .  262; G. von Rad, The Problem  
o f  th e  H exateuch  ana O th e r  E s s a y s , t r a n s .  E. W. T. Dicken (London: 
O l i v e r  and Boyd, 1965), pp. 166-204.
2
The most r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  a r e  by A. C am pbell ,  The Ark N a r r a t i v e  
(1 Sam 4 -6 ;  2 Sam 6 ) :  A F o r m - C r i t i c a l  and T r a d i t i o - H i s t o r i c a l  S tudy 
(M is s o u la ,  M ont.:  S c h o l a r ' s  P r e s s ,  1975); D. M i l l e r  and J .  J .  M. 
R o b e r t s ,  The Hand o f  t h e  Lord (B a l t im o re :  Johns H opkins,  1 9 7 7 ) .
3. ••" U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ." T r i b l e ,  pp . 93-109 , in c lu d e s  Judg 
11:29-40 (The D aughter S a c r i f i c e )  in  h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  such
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s c a t t e r e d  a r t i c l e s  and e s s a y s  in  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  s t a n d a r d  commen­
t a r i e s . ^  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  has n o t  changed s u b s t a n t i a l l y  s i n c e  1966, 
a l th o u g h  t h e r e  have  been  b r i e f  s t u d i e s  by Wiist, T a u b le r ,  and R osel as 
n o ted  e a r l i e r .  But t h e r e  s t i l l  i s  no d i s s e r t a t i o n  o r  m onograph. 
R i c h t e r ' s  i s  e n t i r e l y  a l i t e r a r y - c r i t i c a l  s tu d y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i t ­
s e l f ,  n o t  a  s tu d y  o f  i t s  l a r g e r  f u n c t i o n  in  Ju d g es  o r  in  th e  t o t a l  
complex known as th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .  The J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  
t h e r e f o r e  rem a in s  an u n a s s e s s e d  b lo c k  in  te rm s o f  i t s  g r o s s  s t r u c t u r e  
and l a r g e r  f u n c t i o n  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  which i t  i s  p a r t .
5 .  A p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e a b l e  f e a t u r e  o f  a t  l e a s t  Jo shua  
th ro u g h  Samuel i s  th e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p e a t e d  c o n f e s s io n  of I s r a e l ' s  
f a i t h .  T h is  c o n f e s s i o n  c o n t a i n s  r e c i t a t i o n s  o f  I s r a e l ' s  o r i g i n s ,  
which a re  a t t r i b u t e d  to  a sequence  o f  Y ah v eh 's  a c t i o n s :  exodus, 
j o u rn e y  th ro u g h  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ,  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  J o r d a n ,  and conquest  
o f  p a r t s  o f  th e  prom ised  l a n d .  Numerous such p assa g es  e x i s t  in  
J o s h u a ,  J u d g e s ,  and Samuel. Cue o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  o f  th e s e  p a s sa g e s  
(o n ly  two a r e  lo n g e r )  i s  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  m essage o f  Je p h th a h  to  the  
k ing o f  Ammon (Ju d g  1 1 :1 2 - 2 8 ) .  I t  i s  s h o r t e r  o n ly  th an  th e  sp eech es  
o f  Jo sh u a  ( Jo sh  23 -2 4 )  and Samuel (1 Sam 1 2 ) ,  b o th  o f  which a r e  r e c ­
o g n ized  as  o f  m a io r  im p o rtan ce  f o r  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  a l l e g e d l y  
u n i f i e d  h i s t o r i c a l  complex. T h is  f a c t  a lo n e  w a r r a n t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
i . e . ,  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  su ch  an i n c l u s i o n  in  th e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  Ju d g es
p a s s a g e s .  She p ro v id e s  an a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  whole Je p h th a h  group  which 
i s  seen  as  c o n s i s t i n g  of f o u r ,  no t  f i v e  p o r t i o n s .  T h is  i s  o n ly  an 
o u t l i n e  s tu d y ,  how ever.
^Cf. E. J e n n i ,  "Zwei J a h r z e h n t e  Forschung an den Biichern Jo su a  
b i s  K o n ig e ,” TR NF 27 (1 9 6 1 ) ,  who l i k e w i s e  n o te s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
l i t t l e  new work on Ju d g es  o t h e r  than  th e  Song o f  Deborah and G ideon , 
and t h e  m inor ju d g e s  p o r t i o n s .
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and Che r e a s o n ( s )  f o r  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  su ch  a d i p l o m a t i c  sp eech  to  
J e p h t h a h .
These u n re s o lv e d  q u e s t io n s  i n v i t e  s t u d i e s  which c o n t r i b u t e  to  
t h e i r  s o l u t i o n ,  o r  p ro v id e  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
S tu d i e s  in  th e  D e u te r o n o m is t i c  Kerygma
N o th 's  U b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e n  S tu d i e n  (1943) i s  l i k e ­
w ise  t h e  p o in t  from which c u r r e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  th eo lo g y /k e ry g m a  
o f  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  must b e g i n . * H ere  Noth ju d g ed  t h a t  in  
c o n n e c t io n  w i th  i t s  n e g a t i v e  v iew  o f  k in g s h i p ,  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  work 
p ro c la im ed  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e t r i b u t i v e  judgm en t on I s r a e l  as  f i n a l  
and a b s o lu t e  w i th  no hope fo r  any f u t u r e .  But by 1948, von Rad was
7
a l r e a d y  p ro p o s in g  t h a t  t h i s  view was too  l i m i t e d . "
Von Rad s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t  a l s o  worked w ith  a 
p r o p h e c y - f u l f i l l m e n t  scheme based  on th e  w i l l  o f  Yahweh, and t h a t  th e  
Nathan prophecy was th e  apex  o f  t h i s  scheme. The D eu te ro n o m is t  could  
n o t  c o n c e iv e ,  a c c o rd in g  to  von Rad, o f  r e d u c in g  the  s e v e r i t y  and 
r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  judgm ent of Yahweh o v e r  t h e  b ro k en  covenan t;  b u t  "he 
co u ld  n o t ,  yea  d a re d  n o t ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Yahweh's  p ro m ise ,  i . e . ,  th e  
l i g h t  o f  D av id ,  had d i e d  o u t  f o r e v e r . " 3 Thus t h e r e  i s  hope as  well 
as  judgm ent in  th e  b a s i c  t h e o l o g i c a l  framework o f  th e  f i n a l i z e d
3H. W. W o lf f ,  “The Kerygma o f  th e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r i c a l  
Work," t r a n s .  F. C. P ru s s n e r  i n  The V i t a l i t y  o f  Old T es tam e n t  
T r a d i t i o n s . e d .  W. Brueggemann and H. W. W olff  ( A t l a n t a :  John  Knox, 
1975); G. von Rad, S tu d i e s  in  D euteronom y. S tu d i e s  in  B i b l i c a l  
T h eo lo g y ,  n o .  9, t r a n s .  D. S t a l k e r  (London: SCM P r e s s ,  19 5 3 ).
2
Von Rad, pp. 7 4 -8 0 .
3I b i d .
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D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y .^  For von Rad, however, D a v id 's  obed ience  to  
Yahweh's w i l l  v a l i d a t e s  f o r  him and h i s  o f f s p r i n g  the  t r a n s c e n d e n t  
hope o f  t h e  covenan t  p rom ise ; t h e r e  i s  no mere a b s o l u t i z i n g  o f  an 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l  p ro m ise .  C l e a r l y  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  co m p a t ib le  w i th  the  
n o t io n  t h a t  Judges a l r e a d y  has a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  in  Ju d ah ,  and a 
p o s i t i v e  o u t lo o k  on th e  m onarchy. J e p h th a h  may be f i t t e d  i n to  t h i s  
p ro - D a v id ic  m o n a rc h ia l  theme. But i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how th e  Jephthah  
p e r ic o p a e  m ight be f i t t e d  i n to  e i t h e r  a s t r i c t l y  s i n g u l a r  a b s o lu t e  
judgm ent em phasis (Noth) o r  even a s im p le  p r o p h e c y - f u l f i l l m e n t  scheme 
(von  Rad in  p a r t ) .
In  h i s  1961 a r t i c l e ,  H. W. W olff  com plained  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
N o th 's  n o r  von R ad 's  e s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  b a s i c  kerygma o f  th e  D eutero­
n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  w ere q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t  to  e x p la in  a l l  the  m a t e r i a l ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  long t h e o l o g i c a l  i n s e r t i o n s  o f  1 Kgs 8 and 2 Kgs 17.
•>
Here th e  co n cep t  o f  " r e t u r n  to  Yahweh" i s  f e a t u r e d . ” In  th e s e  por­
t i o n s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  c o n c e p ts  l i k e  r e p e n ta n c e ,  c o n f e s s io n  o f  g u i l t ,  and 
acknowledgment o f  Yahweh's j u s t i c e  a l l  go to  make up th e  needed d i ­
m ensions o f  a t r u e  t u r n in g  back  to  Yahweh. Wolff f in d s  t h i s  o v er­
a rc h in g  theme o f  r e t u r n  l in k e d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  w i th  Deut 3 0 :1 -1 0  where 
t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  su ch  a r e t u r n  a r e  o u t l i n e d .  He a l s o  f in d s  th e  
lan g u ag e  o f  t h i s  Deuteronomy p a s s a g e  " th o ro u g h ly  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c "  of  
th e  Je re m ia h  t r a d i t i o n s ;  t h e  lan g u ag e  of Deut 30 :1 -1 0  a l s o  c o n ta in s  a 
netw ork  o f  " c o n n e c t io n s "  w i th  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  i n  g e n e r a l ,
*Cf. a l s o  idem, Old T es tam e n t  T h e o lo g y . 2 v o l s . ,  t r a n s .  D. 
S t a l k e r  (New York: H arper and Row, 1962), 2 :3 4 3 -3 5 0 .
^ o l f f ,  pp . 90-100.
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and Deut 4 :2 9 -3 1  in  p a r t i c u l a r .  T h is  h i s t o r i a n  was a " d i s c i p l e  o f  
J e r e m ia h ." ^
By 1968 W. Brueggemann saw th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  e n l a r g in g  th e
p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u e - o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry  to
in c l u d e  a com prehensive  co n cep t  o f  “good" in c lu d in g  i t s  human i n s t r u -
2
m e n t a l i t y  I s r a e l ,  th e  l a n d ,  and th e  word.
In 1973 F. C ro s s ,  in  h i s  c h a p te r  in  C a n a a n i te  Myth and Hebrew 
E p ic  on "The Themes o f  th e  Book o f  Kings and th e  S t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , "  argued a g a i n s t  Noth f o r  two e d i t i o n s  o f  th e  
c o l l e c t i o n . ^  The themes o f  th e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  were th e  s i n s  o f  J e r o ­
boam and th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  David; t h i s  e d i t i o n  was made in  th e  J o s i a n i c  
E ra .  The second e d i t i o n  comes from th e  E x i l i c  E ra  and em phasizes th e  
f i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  f o r  th e  s i n s  o f  M anasseh.
In  1974 D. McCarthy r e tu r n e d  to  th e  problem of w ra th  in  th e  
4
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .  He su g g es ted  t h a t  Noth had been wrong 
abou t  t h e  dead -en d  f i n a l i t y  o f  th e  c o m p i l e r ' s  v iew . The w ra th  
problem i s  to  be seen  as a d an g e r  o n ly  a t  p o in t s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  
t r a n s i t i o n ,  where th e  co n c ep t  c l u s t e r s ,  e . g . ,  in  J o s h u a 's  f i n a l  
sp e e c h e s ,  between ju d g e s  in  th e  e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n s ,  between Jeroboam I  
and A z a r ia h  In  th e  N o r th ,  and a f t e r  Manasseh i n  th e  S o u th .  I t  does 
n o t  o cc u r  a t  a l l  in  the  im p o r ta n t  t r a n s i t i o n  speech  o f  1 Sam 12.
^ o l f f ,  p .  99.
^W. Brueggemann, "The Kerygma o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H i s t o r i a n , "  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  22 (1968) :3 8 7 -4 0 2 .
3
T h is  s tu d y  o f  C ross  h as  been v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  r e s t o r i n g  
t h e  m u l t i p l e  e d i t i o n s  v iew .
4
D. M cCarthy, The Wrath o f  Yahweh and th e  S t r u c t u r a l  U n i ty  o f  
th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , "  in  E s s a y s  in  O ld  T es tam en t E t h i c s , e d . 
J .  L. Crenshaw and J .  T. W i l l i s  (New York: KTAV, 1974),  pp .  98-107.
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I n s t e a d ,  t h e  monarchy i s  viewed as  an  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  re n e w a l .  C l e a r l y  
th e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  t r a n s i t i o n  v i a  monarchy i s  im p o rtan t  
to  M cC arthy 's  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The w ra th ,  m o reo v e r ,  a f f e c t s  o n ly  th e  
w e l f a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n g s ,  n o t  th e  whole n a t i o n ,  ex c ep t  in  t h e  l a s t  
Icings b e f o r e  th e  f a l l  o f  Sam aria  o r  J e r u s a l e m .  S in c e  th e  n a t i o n a l  
w ra th  i n t e r e s t  a l s o  o c c u rs  in  t h e  l a s t  sp e e c h e s  o f  Moses (Deut 31- 
3 3 ) ,  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  h i s t o r y ,  and a t  i t s  en d ,  t h i s  m o t i f  i s  a 
fram ing  d e v ic e  f o r  th e  w hole . V a r i a b l e s  in  th e  w ra th  fo rm u la ,  and 
n o te s  o f  r e p e n ta n c e  and r e t u r n  " s t r i k e  a n o te  o f  hope" in  th e  a b id in g
n a t u r e  o f  th e  s a l v a t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t y . *  Noth was n o t  c o r r e c t  t h e r e ­
f o r e .
By 1978, i n  h i s  volume i n  th e  P ro c la m a t io n  C om m enta ries . W. 
R ast found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  be so a l l - i n c l u s i v e  in  t h i s  seem ingly  
e v e r -w id e n in g  p e r c e p t io n  o f  themes i n  w hich th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H i s to r y  was i n t e r e s t e d ,  t h a t  he i d e n t i f i e s  n in e  e q u a l l y  im p o rtan t  
them es fo l lo w ed  by th e  h i s t o r i a n — a l i s t  which m igh t be made more 
r e a l i s t i c a l l y  i n to  f o u r te e n  o r  more themes f o r  Jo sh u a  a lo n e ,  and 
perhaps  in c r e a s e d  fo r  th e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  h i s t o r y .  A m a jo r  pro­
blem h e r e ,  however, i s  how f a r  t h i s  l i s t  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  themes may be 
expanded w i th o u t  becoming ab su rd  o r  a t  l e a s t  un w o rk ab le .  How many 
su ch  d i s c r e t e  themes c o u ld  th e  w r i t e r  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  ho ld  in  mind 
w h i le  working the  m a t e r i a l ?  And how co u ld  he g r a v i t a t e  from one to  
t h e  o t h e r  in  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  even-handed  way he  does?  Does t h i s  p e r ­
haps mean t h a t  th e  h i s t o r y  was t h e  p ro d u c t  o f  a group  o f  minds— a 
s c h o o l?  Or sh o u ld  t h i s  whole problem  be worked o v e r  a g a in ,  in  th e
en d eav o r  to  r e t h i n k  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a s i n g l e  o r  s im p le  g roup  o f
* I b i d . ,  106.
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o v e r - a r c h in g  concerns  of which th e s e  themes a r e  n a t u r a l  s u b s e ts ?
Some o f  th e  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  U av id ic  m onarchy- 
p ro ra ise  i s  such an u m b re l la .
S t i l l  a n o th e r  a t te m p t  was made by R. N elson in  1981* to  id en ­
t i f y  th e  u n i fy in g  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .  N elson  
i n s i s t s  a g a in s t  Noth t h a t  o n ly  a  d u a l  r e d a c t i o n  can s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
e x p l a i n  th e  s t y l i s t i c ,  e v a l u a t i v e ,  and s u b j e c t  v a r i a t i o n s  in  th e  
t e x t .  Four co n ce rn s  w ith  f r e q u e n t  e x p r e s s io n  by th e  J o s i a n i c  h i s t o ­
r i a n  were (1 )  th e  a r k ,  ( 2 )  th e  l a n d ,  (3 )  a h e r o - v i l l a i n  v a l u a t i o n a l
2
scheme based on J o s i a h  and p r o j e c t e d  o n to  Joshua  t h o r o u g h g o in g ly , 
and (4 )  th e  p o s i t i v e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  N o r th e rn  Kingdom. In each o f  
t h e s e ,  th e  E x i l i c  Era e d i t o r  in  c o n t r a s t  had no i n t e r e s t  o r  an oppo­
s i t e  view o f  i t s  im p o r ta n c e .  The J o s i a n i c  v e r s io n  of th e  book, in  
summary, was an o p t i m i s t i c  and n a t i o n a l i s t i c  d e f e n s e  o f  th e  D av id ic  
d y n a s ty  and J o s i a h  in  p a r t i c u l a r .  The E x i l i c  E ra  ( f i n a l )  e d i t o r  
emphasized Yahweh1s p u n ish m en t ,  bu t  a l s o  l e f t  h i n t s  of th e  p o s s i b i l ­
i t i e s  o f  r e p e n ta n c e .  N elson th in k s  Noth wrong on both  c o u n t s ,  i . e . ,  
th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry  had two r e d a c t i o n s ,  and i s  no t a c l o s u r e  
on I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  o r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  renewal a t  th e  end o f  
th e  E ra .
Old T es tam e n t  Credo/Kervtnna S tu d i e s
More o r  l e s s  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  w i th  s tu d y  o f  th e  kerygma o f  t h e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  has been th e  p a r a l l e l  developm ent o f  s t u d i e s  
in  th e  c redo /kerygm a o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le  o r i g i n a t e d  by von Rad
*R. N e lso n ,  Double R e d a c t io n , pp. 123-128.
2
Nelson d e t a i l s  t h i s  m o t i f  i n  Joshua  in  J o s i a h  in  th e  Book o f
J o s h u a . ”
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(1 9 5 7 ) .^  Taking t h e  "Old C redo” o f  Deut 2 6 :5 b -9  a s  a s t a r t i n g  p o in t
f o r  an Old T es tam ent th e o lo g y ,  von Rad sough t  to  d i s c o v e r  how i t  was
e la b o r a t e d  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  in  t h e  v a r io u s  d i v i s i o n s  o f  I s r a e l ' s
2
h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  S im i l a r  c redo  s t a t e m e n ts  o f  v a r y in g  le n g th  
as w e ll  a s  a l l u s i o n s  to  d e t a i l s  o f  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  can a l s o  be found 
in  many o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  o f  J o s h u a ,  J u d g e s ,  Samuel, and K in g s .  There 
a r e  a t  l e a s t  e le v e n  su ch  r e c i t a l s  o f  Yahweh's h i s t o r i c a l  a c t s  toward 
I s r a e l  in  Jo sh u a  a l o n e .  These  c o n f e s s i o n a l  summaries p ro c la im ed  the  
ev e n ts  of  Yahweh's h i s t o r y  w i th  I s r a e l  i n  v a r io u s  i n t e r e s t s  and could 
o b v io u s ly  be used and re u s e d  as  new o c c a s io n s  demanded. One o f  th e  
lo n g e r  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  sp ee ch  o f  J e p h th a h  which c l e a r l y  
has k e ry g m a tic  i n t e r e s t s ;  h e n c e  c red o /k e ry g m a  s t u d i e s  b e a r  on t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The "Old Credo" i s  e x o d u s - o r i e n t e d  and knows no S in a i  
law r e v e l a t i o n .
However, t h i s  c red o /k e ry g m a  m ethodology  h a s  been s u b je c te d  to  
c r i t i c i s m  s in c e  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n . ^  (1 )  L. Rost p o in ted  out 
t h a t  the  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  c r e d o  p a s sa g e  i s  th e  same as  t h e  r e s t  o f  
Deuteronomy and t h e r e f o r e  th e  Credo can n o t  p r e - d a t e  th e  book as a 
w ho le ,  w hich Rost r e g a r d s  a s  r o u g h ly  J o s i a n i c — l a t e  7 th  c e n tu r y  
B .C .E . w i th  many Old T es tam en t s c h o l a r s .  The Credo t h e r e f o r e  does 
n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  o l d .  ( 2 )  C. H. Brekelm ans shows t h a t  when compared 
w i th  o t h e r  s i m i l s c  c re d o  o r  c o n f e s s i o n a l  fo rm ulae  e ls e w h e re  in  th e
*Von Rad, Old T es tam e n t  T h e o lo g y . 1 :105-128 .
2I b i d .
3
Summary o f  t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  von Rad i s  to  be found in  P. J .  
H y a t t ,  "Were t h e r e  an A n c ien t  H i s t o r i c a l  Credo in  I s r a e l  and an 
In d ep en d en t  S in a i  T r a d i t i o n ? "  in  T r a n s l a t i n g  and U n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  
0 Id T e s t a m e n t . ed. H. T. F rank  and W. L. Reed ( N a s h v i l l e :  Abingdon 
P r e s s ,  1970),  pp . 152-170.
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Hexateuch (Exod 13 :1 4 -1 6 ;  J o s h  4 :6 -7 ;  Exod 12 :26-27 ; Deut 6 :2 0 -2 4 )  
t h e r e  i s  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  Hebrew B i b l e ' s  covenan t fo rm u la ry ;  
" h i s t o r i c a l  credo"  t h e r e f o r e  i s  n o t  an in d ep en d e n t  G a t tu n g .
(3 )  T h e re  a r e  o th e r  e q u a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  th e  absence 
of S in a i  from t h e s e  summaries th an  von R ad 's  p ro p o sa l  o f  two in d ep en ­
d e n t  t r a d i t i o n s — a S i n a i  t r a d i t i o n  connected  w ith  Shechem, th e  F eas t  
of T a b e rn a c le s  and Jaco b  as th e  p a t r i a r c h ,  and an Exodus t r a d i t i o n  
co n n ec ted  w ith  G i lg a l  and F i r s t f r u i t s ;  W e ise r ,  e . g . ,  su g g e s te d  th a t  
S in a i  was n o t  an h i s t o r i c a l  ev e n t  in  th e  same s e n s e  as th e  exodus 
from Egypt and e n t r y  i n t o  C anaan . "A ncien t Credo" i s  t h e r e f o r e  not 
d e f e n s i b l e  as a d e s i g n a t i o n  fo r  Deut 2 6 :5 b -9 ,  s in c e  i t  i s  no t  o ld ,  
can n o t  be an in d ep en d e n t  G a t tu n g , and i t s  non-m ention  of S in a i  may be 
ex p la in e d  in  o t h e r  ways.*
H y a t t  s u g g e s t s  ( 1 )  t h a t  "credo"  i s  wrong and shou ld  be dropped
as a d e s c r i p t i o n ;  (2) " h i s t o r i c a l  summary" i s  b e t t e r ;  (3 )  th e  t r u e
cred o  i s  r e a l l y  th e  Shema; and (4 )  " h i s t o r i c a l "  i s  r e a l l y  an
i n c o r r e c t  way, d e s p i t e  i t s  p o p u l a r i t y  among b i b l i c a l  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  to
d i s t i n g u i s h  th e  b i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  Yahweh's r e l a t i o n  w ith
th e  w o r ld .  B. A l b r e k t s o n ' s  s tu d y  o f  gods and h i s t o r y  in  th e  a n c ie n t
Near E a s t  has  shown t h a t  th e  gods o f  th e  n a t i o n s  too  e n te r e d  in to
2
h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  men in  th e  t h in k in g  o f  t h e i r  v o t a r i e s .
These c r i t i c i s m s  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  to  von R a d 's  method and i t s  
c o n c e p tu a l  framework; th ey  a l s o  assume th e  w idely  a c cep ted  l a t e  d a t e  
o f  Deuteronomism. T here  r e m a in s ,  however, th e  co re  o f  m a t e r i a l  with
*C. H. B rek e lm a n s , "Het ' h i s t o r i s c h  Credo' van I s r a e l , "  
T i j d s c h r i f t  voor  T h e o lo g ie  3 (1963 ):1 —1 1.
2
H y a t t ,  p p .  167-170; B. A lb re k ts o n ,  H i s to r y  and t h e  Gods 
(Lund: C. W. K. G lee ru p ,  1 9 6 7 ) .
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which von Rad was c r y in g  to  d e a l  s e r i o u s l y  a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  foun­
d a t io n  o f  b i b l i c a l  th e o lo g y .  As su ch  t h i s  has  n o t  been shown to  be a 
wrong t r a c k ,  though h i s  way o f  c o n c e iv in g  o f  i t  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  
method o f  h a n d l in g  i t  may be l a c k i n g .  These summaries may be c a l l e d  
"kerygma" s i n c e  (1) th e y  p ro c la im  t h e  a c t s  o f  God a s  good news to  
I s r a e l  and th e  n a t i o n s ; . (2 )  th ey  r e c i t e  h e r  s a l v a t i o n  from Egypt and 
i t s  c o n t in u in g  r e s u l t s ;  (3) th e y  a r e  r e p e a t e d ,  in  p a r t  a t  l e a s t ,  as  
t-hp hac-t ? f o r  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  Yahweh from which h e r  commitment 
to th e  commandments i s  u rg e d ;  and (4 ) t h e  e v e n ts  a r e  p roc la im ed  as  
g ra c io u s  a c t s  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  King; th e y  a l s o  form p a r t  o f  the  b ib ­
l i c a l  co venan t  fo rm u la ry .  In t h i s  B reke lm ans ' c r i t i q u e  i s  s i g n i f ­
i c a n t  .
M e th o d o lo g ic a l ly ,  to  a c h ie v e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  i n  ju d g in g  
th e  r e le v a n c e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  sum m aries ,  one 
shou ld  s t a r t  a t  some p o i n t  where a c l e a r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  w id e ly  agreed  
on g e n r e  can be d e t e c t e d  a s  th e  frame in  which th e  s m a l l e r  u n i t s  can 
be s tu d i e d  f o r  t h e i r  l a r g e r  f u n c t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  J o s h  24 i s  such  
a b lo c k  o f  m a t e r i a l .  I t  i s  w id e ly  ag reed  t h a t  th e  p o r t i o n  i s  a cov­
en a n t  document o f  some s o r t  ( " r e n e w a l , "  and " r a t i f i c a t i o n "  have been 
used to  d e s c r i b e  i t s  f u n c t i o n )  and i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  l o n g e s t  kerygma 
summary i n  J o s h u a .  From t h i s  v a n ta g e  p o in t  i t  sh o u ld  be p o s s i b l e  to  
d i s c o v e r  how o t h e r  such  summaries f u n c t i o n ,  and th e r e b y  to  g a in  some 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and v a r i e d  r e l a t i o n s  o f  th e  
summaries a s  a w hole. On any re ck o n in g  th e s e  kerygma o r  c redo  p o r­
t i o n s  a r e  so c o n t in u o u s ly  woven in t o  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  t h a t  
one must re ck o n  w i th  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  g e n e r a l ;  and i t  i s  neces­
s a r y  to  do so i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w ith  th e  sp eech  o f  J e p h th a h .  But t h e r e
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i s  a problem in  t h a t  t h e r e  does n o t  y e t  ap p e a r  to  be agreem ent on th e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  p o r t i o n s ;  p e rh ap s  t h i s  d i s a g re e m e n t  r e f l e c t s  
r e a l  d i v e r s i t y  in  how th e  summaries a c t u a l l y  f u n c t i o n  in  t h e i r  b ib ­
l i c a l  u s e .
Summary
I t  may be h e l p f u l  to  summarize t h i s  o v erv iew  in  s e v e r a l  b r i e f
p o i n t s .
The p roposed  s tu d y  fo c u s e s  on two b a s i c  i n q u i r i e s .  ( I )  What 
i s  t h e  l i t e r a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  f i v e  J e p h tn a h  p e r ic o p a e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
t o g e t h e r ,  and in  th e  book o f  Judges?  (2 )  What i s  th e  b ro a d e r  s o c i a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  mind o f  th e  f i n a l  e d i t o r s  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry ?
R esea rch  on th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  f u r n i s h e s  o n ly  a v e ry  l i m i t e d  
body o f  m a t e r i a l  and i s  more s u g g e s t i v e  t h a n  d e f i n i t i v e .  J e p h th a h  i s  
one o f  th e  most ig n o re d  of th e  j u d g e s ,  ex c ep t  pe rhaps  f o r  the  w e l l -  
known c u r i o s i t y  abou t th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r .  Most o f  t h e  
s t u d i e s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  in  German (a b o u t  a h a l f - d o z e n  o f  c r i t i c a l  s i g ­
n i f i c a n c e  in  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  com m entar ies  and th o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  
g e o g r a p h ic a l  d e t a i l ) .  R i c h t e r ' s  (1966) i s  t h e  most im p o r t a n t .  He 
c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  i s  n o t  e d i t o r i a l l y  u n i f i e d ;  i t  
c o n t a i n s  many r e p e t i t i o n s ,  p a r a l l e l s ,  t e n s i o n s ,  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
which have been l e f t  t h e r e  by t h e  f i n a l  e d i t o r .  P e rh ap s  th e  second 
most im p o r ta n t  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  o f  M. Wust; but i t  i s  l im ic e d  to 
1 1 :1 2 -2 8 .  Wust l i k e  R i c h t e r  t h i n k s  o f  m u l t i p l e  e d i t o r s ;  bu t u n l ik e  
R i c h t e r ,  he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  each  i n  s u c c e s s io n  added m a t e r i a l  harmo­
n i o u s l y  to  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o u n d a t io n  docum ent.  A nother s t u d y  o f  sp e ­
c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h a t  o f  E. T a u b le r  who examines t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ,
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s o c i a l ,  and g e o g r a p h ic a l  a l l u s i o n s  i n  Che J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and 
makes many h e l p f u l  s u g g e s t i o n s  ab o u t  J e p h t h a h ' s  background and s o c i a l  
p o s i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  h i s  r u l e  was a k in d  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  k in g s h ip  
o f  an a r i s t o c r a t i c  and n o n - d y n a s t i c  t y p e ,  an a lo g o u s  to  emerging 
k i n g s h ip s  o f  Ammon, Moab, and Edom ( A l t ) ,  and th e  Aegean (G o rd o n ) .  
These s t u d i e s  by Wiist and T a u b le r  f u r n i s h  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
f o r  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  in  t h a t  th ey  i l l u s t r a t e  a tendency  
to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  u n i t y  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s  and to  u n d e rs ta n d  
th e  ' '. judges" as " r u l e r s , "  i . e . ,  a s  f u n c t i o n a l  k in g s  i n  a n o n - d y n a s t i c  
s e n s e .  These t e n d e n c i e s  would be im p o r ta n t  i f  some s i g n i f i c a n t  so­
c i a l  developm ent w ere  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  e d i t o r i a l  f e a t u r i n g  o f  Jeph­
th a h .
The d r i f t  o f  c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s  i s  away from th e  s u p p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  P e n ta t e u c h a l  s o u rc e  docum ents can be found in  J u d g e s ;  th e  l a s t  
o f  such  s t u d i e s  was S im p so n 's  (1 9 5 7 ) .  R i c h t e r  advoca ted  t h a t  Ju d g es  
o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s a v i o r —s t o r i e s  now found in  
c h a p s .  3-9 but n o t  beyond t h i s .  T h is  h y p o th e s i s  seems to  be w o rk ab le  
and r e a l i s t i c ,  and s e p a r a b l e  from h i s  a n a l y t i c  l i t e r a r y  t r e a tm e n t  o f  
th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a second 
c y c le  o f  e a r l y  ju d g e s  s t o r i e s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l  now found in  
Judg  10-16 and 1 Sam 1 -1 2 ,  a s  B urney , Moore, and Simpson th o u g h t .
The most s i g n i f i c a n t  l i t e r a r y  s t u d i e s  a r e  th o s e  which proceed  on th e  
a s s u m p t io n  o f  some b a s i c  u n i t y  w i th in  p a r t s ,  and between s p e c i f i c  
p e r ic o p a e  and t h e i r  c o n t e x t u a l  w h o les .  T h is  ap p ro ach  i s  pu rsu ed  h e re  
w i th  th e  h e lp  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y - c r i t i c a l  p ro c e d u re s  o u t l i n e d  above , 
e s p e c i a l l y  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m .  The l a t t e r  h as  been used in  
a n a ly z in g  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  o n ly  by P. T r i b l e  in  h e r  T e x ts  of
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T e r r o r , and th en  o n ly  in  a l i m i t e d  way on one J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p e — The 
Daughter S a c r i f i c e .
On th e  s o c i a l  l e v e l ,  th e  most h e lp f u l  s t u d i e s  a r e  th o se  which 
examine th e  b i b l i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d  t e x t s  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  in  th e  r e g io n  in  th e  L a te  B ro n z e -e a r ly  I r o n  I  p e r io d .  
S ev e ra l  im p o rtan t  t h e s e s  emerge on t h i s  problem which h e lp  focus  
s tu d y  o f  th e  s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  l e a d in g  to  monarchy. ( I )  The I s r a e l i t e  
s e t t l e m e n t  was p ro b a b ly  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  p e a c e fu l  and in v o lv ed  some 
s o c i a l  am algam ations o f  bo th  I s r a e l i t e  t r i b e s  and f o r e i g n e r s .  (2 )  
In s te a d  o f  th e  t w e l v e - t r i b e  am phictyony su g g e s te d  by Noth, s e t t l e m e n t  
I s r a e l  was p ro b a b ly  a lo o s e  s o c i a l  u n i t y  in  w hich th e  r u l i n g  regime 
was t r i b a l ,  no t  n a t i o n a l .  (3 )  While th e  v a r io u s  s t a g e s  o f  s e t t l e ­
m ent,  from l i m i t e d  wandering to  w a lled  c i t y ,  can  be i l l u s t r a t e d  by 
s o c i a l  movements in  th e  Mari t e x t s ,  I s r a e l  in  a p a r a l l e l  s e t t l e m e n t  
p e r io d  p ro b a b ly  ex p e r ie n c e d  a co m b in a tio n  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and weak­
en ing  dynamics in  which th e  l a t t e r  became more pow erfu l and r e s u l t e d  
in  a s s i g — cn t o f  th e  p r o t e c t i v e  fu n c t io n s  to  s m a l l e r  and s m a l l e r  
u n i t s .  T h is  led  to  th e  monarchy as a r a d i c a l  new form o f  p r o t e c t i v e  
n a t io n a l  u n i t y .
S e v e ra l  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  a f f i r m  t h a t  th e  '/lew o f  V.ingshin in  the  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  i s  p e r v a s i v e l y  p o s i t i v e .  T h is  v iew p o in t  i s  
used h e r e i n  to  e v a lu a t e  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  J e p h th a h  under h i s  t i t l e  I 
to  d e te rm in e  th e  e x t e n t  o f  h i s  powers and t h e i r  l i k e n e s s  to  th o s e  o f  
a k in g .  T h is  e f f o r t  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  a d e t e r m in a t i o n  o f  h i s  r o l e  in  
th e  tendency  toward monarchy.
The answer to  th e  q u e s t i o n  abou t th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  Je p h th a h  
t r a d i t i o n s  in  Judges and th e  s o c i a l  p ro c e s s  th e y  r e p r e s e n t  shou ld
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p e rm it  a c o n c lu s io n  on th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  in  t h e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  where t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  u n re so lv e d  p rob lem s. 
The problems o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to r y  to  which t h i s  r e s e a r c h  
m ight c o n t r i b u t e  a r e  ( 1 )  i t s  v iew  o f  k in g s h ip  o r  i t s  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  (2 )  
i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  and (3 )  i t s  c e n t r a l  kerygma e s p e c i a l l y  as r e f l e c t e d  i n  
th e  d e l iv e r a n c e - f ro m -E g y p t  summaries s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e s e  
books ,  and of which t h e  Je p h th a h  d i p l o m a t i c  message to  t h e  King o f  
Ammon (Judg  11) i s  one o f  th e  most l e n g th y  and im p o r t a n t .
F i n a l l y ,  th e  t h e s i s  may be s t a t e d  d i r e c t l y  in  t h r e e  p a r t s .
(1 )  The J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s  have been made th e  l i t e r a r y  c e n te r  o f  a 
s y m m e tr ic a l ly  s t r u c t u r e d ,  in d e p e n d e n t ,  and f r e e - s t a n d i n g  book o f  
J u d g e s .  ( 2 )  The e d i t o r s  d e s i r e d  to h i g h l ig h t  th e  q u a s i - k i n g s h i p  of 
Jep h th ah  in  G ilead  in  a s o c i a l  c o n te x t  where c h a r i s m a t i c a l l y  g i f t e d  
m i l i t a r y  h e ro es  were ex pec ted  to  tak e  on more and more r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t i e s  of p r o t e c t i o n  and p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  (3 )  The e d i t o r s  o f  Judges 
d id  t h e i r  work in  th e  e a r l y  m onarchy, and in  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  in tended  
Jep h th ah  as  an a n te c e d e n t  o f  th e  D avid ic  m onarchy, w h i le  th e  e d i t o r  
o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  in  th e  E x i l i c  Era saw him as one o f  a 
l i n e  o f  S p i r i t - l e d  d e l i v e r e r s  in  th e  e a r l y  p e r io d  co r re sp o n d in g  to  
S p i r i t - l e d  E l i j a h - E l i s h a  a t  a l a t e r  t im e ,  i . e . ,  j u d g e  ch a r ism a  and 
p ro p h e t  ch a r ism a  s ta n d  on each s i d e  of th e  i d e a l  D av id ic  m onarchy. 
Thus I  a rg u e  t h a t  J e p h th a h  became th e  most pow erfu l o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  
I s r a e l i t e  l e a d e r s ,  and t h a t  he r e p r e s e n t s  a p o s i t i v e  s t e p  toward th e  
D av id ic  monarchy in  t h e  view o f  th e  co m p ile r  o f th e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
J u d g es .  In  o t h e r  w ords, th e  re a s o n  f o r  c e n t e r i n g  J ep h th ah  in  th e  
c a n o n ic a l  Ju d g e s  i s  to  a f f i rm  h i s  r o l e  as a m a jo r  m onarchic  an te ­
ce d en t  d u r in g  th e  Judges p e r io d .
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CHAPTER I I
THE SECOND INTRODUCTION (1 0 :6 -1 6 )
N a r r a t i v e  S tu d i e s  
" N a r r a t iv e "  l i k e  " s t o r y ” i s  a g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  perhaps  one 
may s a y ,  o f  an ac co u n t  o f  how someone o r  some s i t u a t i o n  moved from A 
to  B. J .  Wilcoxen h a s  observed  t h a t  th ro u g h  th e  1960s a movement was 
n o t i c e a b l e  toward more p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  n a r r a t i v e .  He s u g g e s ts  
t h a t  g e n e ra l  agreem ent has been  reached  t h a t  a n a r r a t i v e  c o n s i s t s  
b a s i c a l l y  o f  a s t o i ’y  w i th  a p l o t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t e n s i o n ( s )  working 
toward r e s o l u t i o n . ^  In  th e  wake o f  a re m a rk ab le  new l i t e r a t u r e  on
2th e  s u b j e c t  o f  n a r r a t i v e  (grow ing  out o f  f o r m - c r i t i c a l  r e f i n e m e n t s ) ,  
G. Coates  has s u g g e s te d  t h a t  " n a r r a t i v e  i s  an a r t  f G  l  i a  •  •  •  t h a t  
combines d e s c r i p t i o n  and d ia lo g u e  in  o r d e r  to  d e p i c t  p r i n c i p a l s  in  a
^ J .  W ilcoxen, " N a r r a t i v e , "  in  Old T es tam e n t  Form C r i t i c i s m , 
ed. J .  Hayes (San A n ton io :  T r i n i t y  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 7 4 ),  p p .
8 9 -9 8 .
2
These d eve lopm en ts  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  Form C r i t i c i s m  volume 
e d i t e d  by Hayes where th e  p r im ary  l i t e r a t u r e  on r e c e n t  Old T es tam ent 
form c r i t i c i s m  i s  c i t e d  and re v ie w ed .  One may compare a l s o  K. Koch, 
The Growth o f  th e  B i b l i c a l  T r a d i t i o n , t r a n s .  C. M. C u p i t t  (New York: 
S c r i b n e r ' s ,  1969); R. C. C u l le y ,  S tu d i e s  i n  t h e  S t r u c t u r e  o f  Hebrew 
N a r r a t i v e  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s ,  1976);  B. 0 .  Long, "Recent F ie ld  
S tu d i e s  in  O ra l L i t e r a t u r e  and T h e i r  B ear ing  on Old T es tam ent 
C r i t i c i s m , "  VT_ 26 (1 9 7 6 ) :1 8 7 -1 9 8 .  Widely c i t e d  a s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  
t h i s  developm ent o f  n a r r a t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  and s tu d y  i s  C. Westermann, 
The P ro m ise s  to  th e  F a t h e r s , t r a n s .  D. Green ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s ,  
1980); R. A l t e r ,  The A r t  o f  B i b l i c a l  N a r r a t i v e  (New York: B as ic  
Books, 1981).
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p a r t i c u l a r  sp an  o f  t im e ." ^  Such a n a r r a t i v e  m ust have ( 1 )  a d i s ­
t i n c t i v e  s t r u c t u r e , (2)  d i s t i n c t i v e  v o c a b u la ry  p a t t e r n s . (3) a 
t y p i c a l  s e t t i n g , and ( 4 )  a q u a l i f y i n g  i n t e n t i o n . I f  a n a r r a t i v e  
(however lo n g )  has  such  f e a t u r e s ,  i t  can  be t a k e n  to  r e p r e s e n t  one o f
s e v e r a l  u n i v e r s a l l y  re c o g n iz e d  n a r r a t i v e  t y p e s ,  i . e . ,  s a g a ,  t a l e ,
2
n o v e l l a ,  le g e n d ,  h i s t o r y ,  r e p o r t ,  f a b l e ,  e t i o l o g y ,  o r  myth.
One o t h e r  p r e l i m i n a r y  m a t t e r  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  r e s u l t s  
in  n a r r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  g r i d  which J .  M uilenburg 
in  1969 c a l l e d  " r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m . M u i l e n b u r g  d e f in e d  " rh e ­
t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ” a s  (1)  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  a p o r t i o n  o f  
t e x t ,  by i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c l im ax  o r  b a l l a s t  l i n e s ,  o r  r e p e t i t i o n  o r  
p a r a p h ra s e  in  th e  f i n a l  l i n e s  o f  words o r  th o u g h ts  from th e  opening  
l i n e s ;  (2 )  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  and p lacem en t of 
th e  v o c a b u la ry ;  and (3) i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s t r o p h e s , i . e . ,  g roups  o f  
th o u g h t s ,  i d e a s ,  and s u b j e c t  f o c i .  M u i le n b u r g 's  s u g g e s t io n s  bo th  
r e p r e s e n t e d  and c o n t r i b u t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to  t h e  g row th  o f  im p o r tan t  
deve lopm en ts  in  n a r r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  t e c h n iq u e .  While M u i le n b u rg 's
G. C o a te s ,  G e n e s i s ,  With an I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  N a r r a t i v e  
L i t e r a t u r e , Forms o f  Old T es tam ent L i t e r a t u r e ,  v o l .  1 (Grand R apids:  
Eerdm ans, 1983),  p .  4 .
2
I b i d . ,  o p .  8 -10 ;  t h e s e  r e f in e m e n t s  in  form c r i t i c a l  d e f i n i ­
t i o n  t a k e  in p u t  from s t u d i e s  in  o r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  su ch  as A. O l r i k ,  
"E p ic  Laws o f  F o lk  N a r r a t i v e "  in  The S tu d y  o f  F o l k l o r e , e d .  A.
Dundes, t r a n s .  J .  S te a g e r  and A. Dundes (Englewood C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e -  
H a l l ,  1965), pp . 129-141; A. B. L o rd ,  The S in g e r  o f  T a l e s  (Cam bridge: 
H a rv a rd ,  1954) and B. E. P e r r y ,  The A n c ie n t  Romances: A L i t e r a r y -  
H i s t o r i c a l  A ccount of T h e i r  O r i g i n s  (B e r k e le y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i ­
f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1967); J .  N. S c u l l i o n ,  "Marchen, Sage, Legende: Towards 
a C l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  Some L i t e r a r y  Terms Used by Old T es tam en t Scho l­
a r s , "  VT_ 34 (1 9 8 4 ) :3 2 1 -3 3 6 ,  a t t e m p t s  to  c l a r i f y  t e rm s .
3
C f .  J .  J a c k s o n  and M. K e s s l e r ,  R h e t o r i c a l  C r i t i c i s m . P i t t s ­
burgh T h e o lo g ic a l  Monograph S e r i e s ,  no . 1 ( P i t t s b u r g h :  P ickw ick  
P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  Works u s in g  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  have by now become a 
f lo o d  (1985) .
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d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  m o s t ly  focused on p o e t rv ,  h i s  
comments and c i t a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  make c l e a r  t h a t  th e  te c h n iq u e  i s  
a l s o  a p p l i c a b l e  to  n a r r a t i v e . ^  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  too  l i t t l e  o f  i t s  
m ethodo logy  h as  been used w ith  n a r r a t i v e ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  
T here i s  no i n t e n t  in  M u i le n b u rg 's  s u g g e s t i o n s  to s u p p la n t  e i t h e r  
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  o r  form c r i t i c i s m ;  he  r a t h e r  w ishes  to  o f f e r  
s u g g e s t i o n s  which w i l l  c a r r y  n a r r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  beyond th e  l i m i t s  o f  
b o t h . 2
To th e s e  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  c o n c e p ts ,  t h e  fo l lo w in g  have been 
added . In  o r d e r  to  seek  each p e r i c o p e ' s  own in d ig en o u s  s t r u c t u r e ,
( I )  th o u g h t  u n i t s  c o n s i s t i n g  most b a s i c a l l y  o f  a no u n -v e rb  combi­
n a t i o n  have been i d e n t i f i e d ;  (2)  an a t te m p t  was made in  t h i s  p ro c e s s  
to  co n f irm  th e s e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  by n o t in g  w hether  such  tho u g h t  u n i t s  
have been f u r t h e r  marked o f f  by u se  of th e  c o n ju n c t io n  ( 1 ) o r  some 
o t h e r  g ram m atica l  d e v ic e  such as  a p r e p o s i t i o n  or p a r t i c l e ;  (3 )  an 
a t t e m p t  was th e n  made to  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f y  r e p e t i t i o n s  of words, 
p h r a s e s ,  o r  even whole l i n e s ,  and to  n o te  t h e i r  p lacem ent in  th e  
p e r ic o p e  a s  a w hole ,  to  d e te rm in e  f i n a l l y  w he the r  any g e n e r a l  p e r i c -  
ope a r c h i t e c t u r e  was v i s i b l e ,  w h e th e r  each  p e r ic o p e  had c l u s t e r s  of
^ J .  M u ilen b u rg ,  "Form C r i t i c i s m  and Beyond," pp. 8 -9 ;  th e  
r o o t s  o f  t h e  methi d a r e  in  th e  a n a l y s i s  of Hebrew p o e t r y .
2
I b i d . ,  p p .  8 -1 9 .  M uilenburg  c i t e s  th e  work o f  R. A. C a r l s o n ,  
David th e  Chosen K in g , t r a n s .  E. J .  Sharpe and S. Ridiman (U ppsa la :  
A lm qu is t  and W ik s e l l ,  1964), as  a m ajor example o f  s t y l i s t i c  method 
a p p l i e d  to  n a r r a t i v e .  A lso  o f  im p o rtan ce  i s  th e  work of L. Alonso- 
S c h o k e l , E s tu d io s  de p o e t i c a  h e b r a e a  (1 963) ;  A lonso-S choke l a p p l ie d  
s t y l i s t i c  o r  n a r r a t i v e  a r t  i n t e r e s t s  to  th e  f i r s t  few c h a p te r s  o f  
J u d g e s  in  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  " E rz a h lk u n s t  im Buche d e r  R i c h t e r , "  B i b l i c a  42 
(1 9 6 1 ) :1 4 3 -1 7 2 .  A nother use  i s  by P. T r i b l e ,  T e x ts  o f  T e r r o r , pp . 
9 3 -116 , in  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  J u d g e s ,  though th e  s tu d y  h a s  s p e c ia l  fem­
i n i s t  i n t e r e s t s  and i s  l i m i t e d  to  th e  p e r ic o p e  o f  Jep h th ah  and h i s  
d a u g h t e r .
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l i n e s  ( " s t r o p h e s " ) ,  and w h e th e r  any c o r r e l a t i o n  of such s t r o p h e s  nad 
o c c u r r e d .
W ithout be ing  preem ptory  o r  p re m a tu re  in  s t a t i n g  the  r e s u l t s ,  
i t  may perhaps  be s a id  t h a t  t h i s  method q u ic k ly  y ie ld e d  c l e a r  o u t ­
l i n e s  o f  p e r ic o p e  s h a p e s .  On th e  o t h e r  hand, I  am q u i t e  aware t h a t  
my s c a n s io n  may need some c o r r e c t i o n ,  o r  t h a t  I  may have missed d e ­
t a i l s  o r  d i s t o r t e d  th e  t e x t ,  and t h a t  o t h e r s ,  w ith  f u r t h e r  s tu d y  o f  
th e  same m a t e r i a l s ,  may see  t h e  d a t a  in  o t h e r  ways. S i'.h f u r t h e r  
a s s e s s m e n ts  w i th  a p p r o p r i a t e  c r i t i q u e  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  be e s s e n t i a l  
i f  s c h o l a r s h ip  i s  to  proceed w ith  j t u d y  o f  n a r r a t i v e  r h e t o r i c .
S in c e  some e lem e n ts  o f  p o e t i c a l  a r t  a r e  found p a r t i a l l y  in  
n a r r a t i v e  ( r e p e t i t i o n ,  p a r a l l e l i s t i c  p h r a s e s - a n d 'c o n v e n t io n a l  word 
p a i r s ,  l i n e  l e n g th  c o n s t r a i n t s  as  su g g e s te d  by d i s t a n c e  between waw 
c o n s e c u t iv e s  o r  c o n j u n c t i v e s ,  i n c l u s i o s ) , i t  seems p ro p e r  to  i d e n t i f y  
such  n a r r a t i v e  a r t  e lem e n ts  by th e  term  " o u a s i - p o e t i c ."  T h is  i s  th e  
c o n te x t  in  which such  term s as  " l i n e "  o r  " co lo n "  o r  " i n c l u s i o "  w i l l  
be used f o r  n a r r a t i v a l  f e a t u r e s  r e m in i s c e n t  o f  th e  w ell  known fea ­
t u r e s  of Hebrew p o e t r y .^
XT here  i s  growing p e r c e p t io n  in  Hebrew r h e t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  t h a t  
s h a rp  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between p o e t ry  and n a r r a t i v e  a r e  not w orkab le .  J .  
T.. Ki*gel, The Tdea o f  B i b l i c a l  P o e t r y  (New Haven: Yale U n iv e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  19 8 1 ),  makes th e  p o in t  t h a t  th e  u se  of p o e t i c a l  e lem en ts  in  
p o e t r y  and p ro se  in  th e  Hebrew B ib le  i s  o n ly  a  m a t t e r  c f  d e g re e ;  c f .  
a l s o  P. M i l l e r ,  "The Search f o r  P o e t i c a l  S t y l e , "  JSOT 28 (1 9 8 4 ) :9 9 -  
106, and K u g e l ' s  own comments in  the  a r t i c l e ,  "Some Thoughts on Fu­
t u r e  R esea rch  i n t o  B i b l i c a l  S ty l e :  Addenda to  The I d e a  o f  B i b l i c a l  
P o e t r y ."  JSOT 28 (1 9 8 4 ) :1 0 7 -1 1 7  (pp .  110-111 a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t  
to  th e  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n ) .
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I n t e g r a t i o n  w i th  th e  J e p h th a h  S e r i e s  
Most com m entators assume t h a t  10:6—16 i s  to  be grouped w ith  
th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s . ^  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  d e te r m in e  th e  c r i t i c a l  
s t a t u s  o f  t h i s  a s sum ption  s in c e  th e  c o n n e c t io n  o f  th e  p ep r ic o p e  w ith  
th e  Je p h th a h  s e r i e s  t a k e s  on more im p o rtan ce  as t h i s  s tu d y  p ro g re s ­
s e s .
"Second I n t r o d u c t i o n "  i s  a r e g u l a r  though not u b i q u i t i o u s
2
d e s c r i p t i o n  of Judg  10:6-1.6. T h is  d e s c r i p t i o n  r e q u i r e s  com parison  
w ith  2 :1 1 - 3 :6  w hich fu n c t io n s  as th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n — a p e r c e p t io n  
a l l  b u t  o b v io u s .  I t  a l s o  im p lie s  t h a t  10 :6 -16  in t r o d u c e s  j  second 
l a r g e  expanse  o f  m a te r i a l  as 2 :1 1 - 3 :6  does  f o r  3 : 7 - 9 : 5 7 .  This  l a r g e  
expanse  o f  m a t e r i a l  now in t ro d u c e d  by th e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  
in c l u d e s  a t  l e a s t  J e p h th a h  and Samson and , as e a r l i e r  commentators 
and s o u r c e - c r i t i c i s m  s tu d e n t s  s u g g e s te d ,  p e rh ap s  th e  E li-S am uel 
com plex. T h is  l a t t e r  m a t e r i a l  i s  now in c lu d e d  in  1 Sam uel.^  The 
A s c r i p t i o n  has c e r t a i n  m e r i t s ;  i t  i s  a l s o  m is le a d in g  in  c e r t a i n  
r e s p e c t s .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  p r e s s  t h i s  i s s u e  s in c e  on i t  depends a
So Cooke, Moore, T h a tc h e r ,  Burney, V in c e n t ,  C u n d a l l ,  and 
S oggin . C. F. K e il  and F. D e l i t z s c h  B i b l i c a l  Commentaries on th e  Old 
T es tam en t:  J o s h u a .  J u d g e s .  R u th , t r a n s .  J .  M ar t in  (E d in b u rg h :  T. & T. 
C la rk ,  1 8 83),  p. 374 e a r l i e r ,  and B o ling  more r e c e n t l y  a r e  c a u t i o u s ,  
a l th o u g h  K e il  f i n a l l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  p e r ic o p e  i s  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  
J e p h th a h ,  and B oling  t h a t  " t h i s  l i t t l e  h o m i l e t i c a l  v i g n e t t e  i s  a 
commentary on th e  o ld  n a r r a t i v e  o f  J e p h th a h  ( Ju d g e s  p .  1 9 3 ) ."
2
So W. R i c h t e r ,  e . g . :  "DtrG fand d i e s e n  Komplex v o r ,  rahmte 
d i e  J e p h t a h - T r a d i t i o n  m it dem R ich te r-S ch em a  (1 0 :1 -5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 5 ) ,  f i ig te  
s e in e  z w e i te  E i n l e i t u n g  (1 0 :6 -1 6 )  e i n  und nahm d as  Ganze in  s e i n  Buch 
au f  . . . "  ( " t i b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , ” pp. 5 5 5 -5 5 6 ) .  But even when t h i s  
te rm in o lo g y  i s  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  used as su c h ,  th e  id e a  i s  s t i l l  
d i s c u s s e d ,  c f .  Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  79; M oore, p p .  275-276; Burney,
J u d g e s . pD. 293-294; o r  more r e c e n t l y  S og g in ,  J u d g e s . pp . 202-203 .
^C f.  Moore, pp .  x x i i - x x i v :  th e  p re -D eu te ronom ic  Judges  
in c lu d ed  m a t e r i a l  s t r e t c h i n g  now i n t o  th e  e a r l y  c h a p te r s  o f  1 Samuel. 
C f . Burney, J u d g e s . pp .  293-295.
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c o r r e c t  judgm ent ab o u t  th e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e .  Is  i t  p a r t  o f th e  
Je p h th ah  s e r i e s ?  o r  i s  i t  in d ep en d en t  o f  i t ?  Only when we have 
c l e a r e d  t h i s  q u e s t io n  can th e  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  p o r t i o n  be c o r r e c t l y  
j  udged . *
The p e r ic o p e  has c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  b o th  th e  " F i r s t  I n t r o ­
d u c t io n "  and th e  s u c c e s s iv e  "framework" p o r t i o n s  from 3:7 th ro u g h  
9:57  ( c f .  2 :1 1 -3 :6 ;  3 :7-11  w hich R ic h t e r  r i g h t l y  c a l l s  an "example";
3 :1 2 -1 5 ,  30; 4 : 1 ,  2a ,  3b; 5 :31c; 6 :7 -1 0 ;  8 :2 8 ,  33-34; 2 :1 -5  was a l s o
2
e n te r e d  somewhere in  t h i s  fram ing  p ro c e s s )  . But th e  use o f  frame­
work la n g u a g e  i s  most c o n c e n t r a te d  in  1 0 :6 -7 ,  w ith  some echoes 
th ro u g h  v s .  9; th e  c o n te n t s  of v s s .  6-7 co r re sp o n d  c l o s e l y  w i th  th o se  
o f  2 :1 1 -1 4 ,  19b, 20a; 3 : 3 - 7 .  What i s  r a t h e r  s t r i k i n g ,  however, i s  
th e  l a r g e  number o f  words and p h ra s e s  in  2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6  w hich a r e  no t  
p a r a l l e l e d ,  and th e  f a c t  t h a t  th o s e  which a r e ,  seen  to  be th o u g h t  o f  
i n  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  way. A f t e r  l i s t i n g  th e  few w ords, p h r a s e s ,  
and id e a s  which th e  p o r t i o n  s h a r e s  w i th  i t s  e a r l i e r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  in  
J u d g e s ,  Budde r i g h t l y  n o te s  t h a t  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  well-known
R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  does n o t  ( i t a l i c s  mine) in c lu d e  
t h i s  p a s sa g e  in  h i s  long  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s  s in c e  
he had a l r e a d y  d e a l t  w ith  i t  in  h i s  R e t t e r b u c h . p p .  13-23, 88-89; 
t h i s  i s  t e c h n i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  s in c e  i t  i s  n o t  to  be re g a rd e d  as o r i g ­
i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  J e p h th a h  s t o r y  s t o c k ,  o r  th e  Ammonite o p p re s s io n  
s t o r y  s t o c k .  But t h i s  does no t s e t t l e  th e  q u e s t i o n  as to  w hether 
10 :6 -16  h a s  o r  has n o t  been made p a r t  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s ;  t h i s  i s  
a n o th e r  q u e s t i o n .
2The term framework" i s  us_a h e r e  in  t h e  g e n e ra l  s en se  of 
th o se  p a s s a g e s  which have been s u p p l i e d  to  t h e  m arg ins  o f  th e  o r i g ­
i n a l  co re  o f  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  in  i n t e r p r e t i v e  i n t e r e s t s  o r  f o r  
i n t r o d u c t o r y / c o n c lu d i n g  r e a s o n s .  T here  i s  n o t  com plete  agreem ent 
among s c h o l a r s  on which o f  t h e s e  a r e  to  be a s c r ib e d  to  th e  i n f lu e n c e  
of Deuteronomy, on e x a c t l y  how many e d i t o r s  and r e v i s e r s  have worked 
on th e  m a t e r i a l ,  o r  e x a c t l y  which e d i t o r  c o n t r i b u t e d  what and when; 
c f .  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  d i s c u s s i o n  above ,  pp .  7 1 -7 4 .
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i n t r o d u c t o r y  fo rm u lae  a r e  m is s in g ;  in  t h e i r  p la c e  i s  I s r a e l ' s  d e a l i n g  
w i th  Yahweh.^
The d i s t i n c t i v e  e lem en ts  o f  1 0 :6 -16  im p o r ta n t  to  t h i s  s tu d y
may be summarized as f o l lo w s .  (1 )  The im p liad  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n
( 2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 )  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  lo n g e r  th an  e i t h e r  1 0 :6 -1 6  o r  th e  o th e r
2
s l i g h t l y  e n la r g e d  framework p a s s a g e ,  6 :7 - 1 0 .  (2 )  The m a t e r i a l  o f
2 :1 1 - 3 :6  c o n t a i n s  no s p e c i f i c  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  e t h n i c ,  p e r s o n a l ,  o r
s i t u a t i o n a l  n a r r a t i v e  a t ta c h m e n ts  to  any p a r t i c u l a r  ju d g e  s t o r y
fo l lo w in g  i t ;  i n  f a c t ,  i t s  s e p a r a t i o n  from any s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r a n c e
s t o r y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  g e n e r a l i z i n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  i s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by th e
3
i n t e r v e n i n g  example ju d g e  s t o r y —O t h n l e l . On the c o n t r a r y ,  10:6-16
c o n ta in s  s e v e r a l  s p e c i a l  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  th e  fo l lo w in g  Jep h th a h
K. Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  79; a co n sp icu o u s  ab se n ce  i s  th e  id e a  
t h a t  th e  C a n a a n l te  n a t io n s  were l e f t  to  t e s t  I s r a e l .  The u s e  o f  
framework, l a n g u a g e  in  1 0 :6a  where i t  i s  h e a v i l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  i s  d i s ­
cussed  f u l l y  by R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h , p .  15. R ic h te r  n o t  o n ly  f i n d s  
hom ogeneity  among th e  framework s e c t i o n s ;  he a l s o  f i n d s  im p o r ta n t  
c o n n e c t io n s  o f  t h e  framework lan g u ag e  in  th e  "m inor ju d g e s "  p o r t i o n s ,
i . e . ,  1 0 :1 -5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 5 .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  R i c h t e r ' s  o b s e r v a t io n  
t h a t  th e  f o r m u la ic  lan g u ag e  of th e  framework and m inor ju d g e s  m ate­
r i a l  i s  more o r  l e s s  i n t e r c h a n g e a b le  th ro u g h  th e s e  s e c t i o n s ,  bu t  i s  
no t  m e c h a n ic a l ly  o r  r i g i d l y  employed. D i f f e r e n t  hands in  f a c t  were 
a t  work i n  th e  framework and m inor j u d g e s  p a ssa g es  even though th e  
lan g u ag e  i s  r e l a t e d .
2
I t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  d e a r  t h a t  6 :7 - 1 0  sh o u ld  be s e p a r a t e d  from 
6 : 1 - 6 ,  s i n c e  t h i s  p o r t i o n  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  b a s i c  e lem e n ts  o f  t h e  p rag ­
m a t ic  framework; i t  i s  i n  f a c t  more l i k e  1 0 :6 -10  th a n  l i k e  2 :1 1 - 3 :6  
in  t h a t  i t  a l s o  in t r o d u c e s  s p e c i f i c s  o f  th e  Gideon b ack ground .
Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  79, a l s o  though t  th e  f a b l e  o f  Jo tham  (Ju d g  9 :7 - 2 0 )  
was a n o t h e r  en la rg em en t  o f  th e  b a s i c  fram ew ork , b u t  t h i s  has  n o t  been 
n e a r l y  so w id e ly  r e c o g n iz e d  as th e  c o m m o n a l i t ie s  o f  2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 ,  6 :7 -1 0  
and 1 0 :6 -1 6 .
3
R i c h t e r ' s  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  p a r a d ig m a t ic  o r  exem plary  i n t e n t  
o f th e  O th n ie l  p e r ic o p e  i s  p a t e n t ,  R e t t e r b u c h . pp . 90-91; c f . t h e  
comments o f  W. Moran, pp .  223-228. The m en tion  o f  B enjam in, Ju d ah ,  
and Ephraim  in  v s .  9 i s  a l s o  a lm ost c e r t a i n l y  a d e t a i l  r e l a t i n g  to  
th e  s p e c i f i c  Ammonite o p p re s s io n :  c f .  Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  79, even 
though i t s  i n t e r e s t  goes  beyond t h i s  o p p r e s s i o n .
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s e r i e s ,  ( a )  Ammon i s  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s ;  i t s  
movements a r e  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  in  th e  m a t e r i a l  o f  10 :6 -16  as th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  t h e  J e p h th a h  s t o r y - l i n e  ( v s s .  7 b - 1 0 ) .  ( b )  10:6-16
rev iew s th e  n a t i o n s  in v o lv ed  in  th e  o p p re s s io n s  o f  3 :7 - 9 : 5 7 ,  and adds 
to  t h e  l i s t  t h e  two o p p r e s s o r  n a t io n s  c e n t r a l  to  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  
Judges  (Ammon and P h i l i s t i n e s ) .  The n a t i o n s  l i s t e d  in  3 :3 -5  have 
l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  o p p re s s o r  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e l i v e r a n c e  s t o r i e s  
o f  3 :7 - 9 : 5 7 .  T h is  p a t t e r n  o f  v a r i a t i o n  im p l i e s  t h a t  th e  e d i t o r  had 
h i s  own p u rp o se s  and i n t e n t i o n s  in  t h i s  p e r i c o p e .  The p e r ic o p e  
d i f f e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  from th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  in  t h a t  
i t s  m a t e r i a l  i s  germane to  th e  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  c o n f l i c t s . ^
The c o m p o s i t i o n a l / e d i t o r i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  two i n t r o d u c t i o n s  
as w e l l  as  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  e lem en ts  making up th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
i s  l e f t  open h e r e .
(3 )  C e r t a i n  e lem en ts  in  v s s .  7-16 a r e  more l i k e  th e  framework 
p o r t i o n s  a t t a c h e d  to  o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r e r  seq u en ces  in  Judges 
th a n  l i k e  th e  g e n e r a l i z i n g  n a tu r e  o f  th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  (2 : 11- 
3 : 6 ) .  These l i k e n e s s e s  in c lu d e :  ( a )  s p e c i f i c i t y  abou t  t h e  l e n g th  o f  
Ammon's o p p re s s io n  (->3, 5a; c f .  O t h n i e l ,  3 :8 ;  Ehud, 3 :1 4 ;  D eborah, 
4 :3 ;  G ideon, 6 : 1 ) ;  ( b) s p e c i f i c i t y  about t h e  g e o g r a p h ie s  o f  th e  
Ammonite o p p r e s s io n  ( G i l e a d ,  J o r d a n ,  war w i th  Ju d ah ,  Benjamin and
^This s h i f t i n g  o f  th e  number and i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s  i s  
more r e l e v a n t  th an  t h a t  i n  3 :1 -6  which seems more concerned  about 
p e o p le s  d w e l l in g  to  th e  n o r th  o f  th e  h i l l  c o u n t ry ,  and u se s  a more 
s t a n d a r d  l i s t  o f  C a n a a n i te  n a t io n s  found f r e q u e n t l y  in  th e  P e n ta te u c h  
and J o s h u a .  The most s t r i k i n g  abandonment i s  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  Yahweh 
t e s t i n g  I s r a e l ,  conveyed by R ic h te r  co n c lu d ed  on th e  b a s i s  o f
lan g u ag e  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  2 :1 1 -1 9  and 10 :6 -1 6  c o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  be a t t r i b ­
u ted  to  th e  f i n a l  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  e d i t o r .  Of abou t 130 w ords, 30 a r e
re u sed ;  bu t t h e  r e s id u e  in v o lv e s  a l a r g e  number o f  c o n c e p ts  which a r e
no t  re u sed  and i t  i s  v e ry  h ard  to  imagine t h a t  th e  p a s sa g e  can be de­
tach e d  from o t h e r  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r y  o r  framework p a s s a g e s .
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Ephraim; c f .  C c h n i e l , 3:8; Ehud, 3 :1 2 -1 3 ;  D eborah, 4 :2 -3 ;  G ideon , 
6 :2 - 6 ) ;  ( c) u se  of th e  c ry in g  o u t  lan g u ag e  (pyi*,pyT) which does  not 
ap p ea r  a t  a l l  i n  2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 ,  bu t  i s  r e g u l a r l y  found in  th e  framework 
m a t e r i a l  i n t r o d u c in g  th e  s p e c i f i c  o p p r e s s o r - d e l i v e r e r  p e r ic o p a e  in  
3 :7 -9 :5 7  ( O t h n i e l , 3 :9 ;  Ehud, 3 :15; G ideon , 6 : 6 - 7 ) ; 1 (d) l i k e  o th e r  
framework p o r t i o n s ,  i t  c o n ta in s  e t h n i c ,  g e o g r a p h ic ,  and r e l a t i o n a l  
te rm s  w i th  echoes th ro u g h  th e  rem a in in g  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l ;  c (e )  the  
f a c t  t h a t  w h i le  v s s .  1 0 - I5 a  g e n e r a l i z e  in  a way r e m in i s c e n t  o f  
2 :1 1 - 3 :6 ,  v s .  15b w ith  i t s  ill'll D P i l  V) r e t u r n s  th e  p e r ic o p e
to th e  s p e c i f i c i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  to  
p a r t i c u l a r  d e l i v e r e r s .  R e fe re n c e  to  th e  s t r u g g l e  w ith  Ammon i s  
p ro b ab ly  a l s o  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  of v s .  16b.
( 4 )  The p e r ic o p e  10 :6 -16  c o n ta in s  an o r a c l e  which makes up th e  
second h a l f  o f  the  p o r t i o n  ( v s s .  1 1 -1 4 [ 1 5 ] ) .  The in c l u s i o n  o f  an 
o r a c l e  i s  common to  th e  framework p a s sa g e s  in  Ju d g es  ( c f .  Deborah- 
B arak , 4 :4 - 8 ;  Gideon, 6 :8 b -1 0 ;  Samson, 13 :2 -23  b u t  in  t h e  form o f  a 
n a r r a t i v e ;  th e  o r a c l e  i s  m is s in g  in  th e  Ehud and O th n ie l  s t o r i e s ,  bu t  
c f .  Samuel, 1 Sam 1 -3 ,  where heavy o r a c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  preceded Sam­
u e l ' s  m i n i s t r y  and con tinued  th ro u g h  i t ) .  Even in  the  f i r s t  i n t r o ­
d u c t io n  (2 :2 0 b -2 2 )  t h e r e  i s  a b r i e f  o r a c l e ;  one s u s p e c ts  t h a t  i t  may 
be in c lu d ed  f o r  formal l i t e r a r y  r e a s o n s ,  bu t  t h i s  canno t  be p ro v en .  
This  f e a t u r e  of 10:6-16 i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  o n ly  l i k e  2 :1 1 -3 :6  in t h i s
^ I s r a e l ' s  o u t c r i e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n te d  w ith  j>yX as  in  4 : 3  
(D eb o rah ) ,  b u t  more f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h p y T a s  i n  3:9 ( O t h n i e l ) ,  3 :15 
(E hud) ,  and 6 :6 -7  (G id eo n ) .
^The most p rom inent a r e  'l3Q.(25x a f t e r  10: 6 ) ,  ”Ty^)k3.(21x
a f t e r  10:8 th ro u g h  12:7) , C T I i r ^  ( c f . 1 2 : l - 7 ) , X O n  (1 0 :1 0 ,  15;
11:27 and o n ly  e ls ew h e re  in  20: 16 w hich  i s  n o t  p a r t  o f th e  c e n t r a l  
c o re  o f j J u d g e s )  , 7 ^ 3  (10 :15 ;  11:20 p lu s  6 :9 ;  9:17 [2 1 , 8 :3 4 ,  18:25 );
and D r i 7  ( chaps . 10-12: l4 x ;  r e s t  o f J u d g e s ,  1 3 x ) .
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r e s p e c t ,  b u t  a l s o  e q u a l ly  s i m i l a r  to th e  framework p o r t i o n s  around
s p e c i f i c  g ro u p s  o f  s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r e r  p e r ic o p a e  in  th e  book. I t  i s
w o rth  n o t in g  t h a t  th e  f e a t u r e  i s  o n ly  a b s e n t  from th e  s h o r t e s t  o f  th e
d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s . *  The o r a c l e s  th em se lv e s  a r e  b r i e f  ( a s  in  1 0 :1 1 -
1 4 ) .  T h is  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to  l i t e r a r y  s p a t i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  in
th e  co m p o s i t io n  p ro c e s s ,  o r  i t  may r e f l e c t  th e  b r e v i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c
2
o f  th e  e a r l y / o r a l  s t a g e  o f  prophecy  o r  o r a c l e  in  a p eo p le  o r  n a t i o n ,  
as  in  th e  Mari o r a c l e s .
( 5 )  The m ajor change o cc u rs  h e r e ,  t h a t  Yahweh r e a c t s  w ith  
w e a r in e s s  to  I s r a e l ' s  c r y in g  o u t  fo r  h e l p .  Ig n o r in g  even h e r  r e ­
p e n ta n c e ,  he r e fu s e d  to  do an y th in g ;  but when I s r a e l  put away th e  
fo r e ig n  g o d s ,  and acknowledged Yahweh's freedom to  do as he w ish ed ,  
he r e s p o n d e d .^  W hile t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d o es  n o t  co n n ec t  w e ll  w i th  th e
The o r a c l e s  a r e  abou t l i b e r a t i o n  and w ar.  M. Weber i n s i s t s  
t h a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  o r a c l e s  in  s e t t l e m e n t  I s r a e l  were war o r a c l e s ,  no t 
t r i a l  ( law ) o r a c l e s ,  between which he makes a s h a rp  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  c f .  
A n c ie n t  J u d a i s m , t r a n s .  H. G e r th  and D. M a r t in d a le  (New York: The 
F re e  P r e s s ,  1952),  pp .  85-86 , 96-117; p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Mari documents 
e x h ib i t e d  such  a v a r i e t y  o f  term s f o r  p ro p h e ts  and m ix tu re  of k in d s  
o f  m essages t h a t  t h i s  n e a t l y  packaged c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  how ever,  seems 
d u b io u s :  c f .  H. Huffmon, "Prophecy in  th e  Mari L e t t e r s , "  BA_ 31 
(1 9 6 8 ) :  199-223; f o r  war p ro p h ecy  a t  M ari s ee  J .  S. Ackerman,
"Prophecy and W arfare  in  E a r ly  I s r a e l , "  BASOR 22 (1 9 7 5 ) : 5 —13. T h is  
v a r i e t y  o f  p ro p h e t  ty p es  and l a c k  o f  d i s c r e t e  p rophecy  c o n t e n t  
c o r re s p o n d in g  to  th e  c l a s s e s  o r  ty p e s  o f  p r o p h e t s ,  shows t h a t  th e  
p ro p h e c ie s  o f  t h e  Judges  p a s s a g e s  a r e  homogeneous in  c o n t e n t ,  n o t  f o r  
any ty p e  of p ro p h e t  th ey  r e p r e s e n t .
S ian y  o f  th e  Mari o r a c l e s  ( on a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s )  a r e  v e ry  
b r i e f ,  c f .  Huffmon, passim ; c f .  a l s o  on b r e v i t y ,  C. Westermarm, B a s ic  
Forms o f  P r o p h e t i c  S p e e c h , t r a n s .  H. C. W hite ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  West­
m i n s t e r  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp. 103-106.
^ P o l z i n ,  pp .  176-177, em phasizes  t h a t  t h i s  p a ssa g e  i s  a s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  example of what Judges  a l s o  e x h i b i t s  i n  many o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
t h a t  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  d o es  n o t  p re s s  a m echan ica l  s i t r -  
r e t r i b u t i o n ,  o b e d ie n c e - s u c c e s s  p a t t e r n ;  i t  r a t h e r  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  
freedom o f  Yahweh to  a c t  i n  m y s te ry  and a m b ig u i ty .  S t i l l ,  once 
Yahweh's freedom i s  acknowledged (1 0 :1 5 )  and i d o l a t r y  i s  a c t u a l l y  
removed, t h e r e b y  a c t u a l i z i n g  r e p e n ta n c e ,  Yahweh i s  moved to  a c t i o n
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framework m a t e r i a l  around o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r  s e q u e n c e s ,^  i t  does 
mark a s h i f t  in  a n o th e r  c o n c e p tu a l  d i r e c t i o n  from th e  f i r s t  i n t r o ­
d u c t io n ,  i . e . ,  i t  i n d i c a t e s  a s p e c i a l  problem  p r e l i m i n a r y  to  th e  Am­
m onite  and P h i l i s t i n e  d e l i v e r a n c e .
The s t r o n g e s t  c o n n e c t io n s  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6 ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  w i th  th e  
im m ed ia te ly  fo l lo w in g  Jephthah-Ammon s e r i e s  a n a lo g o u s  to  o t h e r  i n ­
t r o d u c t i o n s  to  s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r e r  s e q u e n c e s .  The c o n n e c t io n  o f  th e  
p e r ic o p e  w i th  2 :1 1 -3 :6  i s  form al and l i m i t e d  to  a few common p h r a s e s .  
W hile 6 :7 -1 0  i s  a n o th e r  s i m i l a r  framework p a s s a g e ,  th e  l i k e n e s s e s  o f  
1 0 :6 -16  a r e  more to  th e  e lem e n ts  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  th an  to  th o s e  o f  
2 : 1 1 - 3 :6 ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  te rm s  o f  f u n c t i o n  and co n cep t  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  A 
p r im ary  f u n c t i o n  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6 ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h a t  i t  s t a n d s  i n  an in ­
t r o d u c t o r y  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  Ammonite o p p r e s s io n  and th e  J e p h th a h  se -
2
q u en ce .  I t  i s  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  Ju d g es  in  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  i t  i s  i t s e l f  th e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  A m m onite-Jephthah  s e r i e s ,  
n o t  m ere ly  in  a g e n e r a l  d e ta c h e d  s e n s e  as  2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 ,  b u t  in  th e  sen se  
t h a t  i t  opens t h i s  s p e c i f i c  s e r i e s  i n  a way more c l o s e l y  a n a lo g o u s  to  
th e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  O t h n ie l ,  Ehud, and more p r e c i s e l y
( 1 0 : 1 6 ) .  But P o l z i n ,  p p .  177-178, r e j e c t s  t h i s  i m p l i c a t i o n  in  10:16 , 
d u b io u s ly  as  i t  a p p e a r s ,  in  o r d e r  to  p u rs u e  h i s  t h e s i s  ab o u t  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t s '  n o t i o n  o f  a m b ig u i ty -a n d - f re e d o m  in  Yahweh's w i l l .
^ R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h . pp . 1 8 -20 , c o r r e c t l y  n o te s  t h e  un ique  
co m b in a t io n  o f  o u t c r y  and p e r c e p t i o n  o f  s i n ;  i t  o c c u r s  e l s e w h e re  o n ly  
in  1 Sam 12; c f .  a l s o  W. B e y e r l i n ,  "G attung  und H e rk u n f t , "  pp. 1 -3 0 ,  
who d i s c u s s e s  i n  d e t a i l  th e  problem s o f  th e  assumed u n i t y  o f  th e  
i n t r o d u c t o r y  v s s .  2 :1 1 -1 9  w i th  th e  framework p o r t i o n s  o f  Ju d g es  a f t e r  
th e  work o f  M. N o th .
2
“C o n t ra  some com m entators  and T. M cKenzie, The World o f  th e  
Ju d g es  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  9 ,  though 
p e rh ap s  when he s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  can n o t  be th e  
p r e f a c e  to  t h e  m a t e r i a l  which fo l lo w s  i t ,  he means a l l  t h e  rem a in in g  
Ju d g es  m a t e r i a l  th ro u g h  c h a p .  21. T h is  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e .
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ana logous  Deborah and G ideon s e r i e s .  Is  t h e r e  then  a n y th in g  to  be 
s a id  f o r  th e  common d e s i g n a t i o n  "Second I n t r o d u c t i o n "  un d er  th e  
meaning t h a t  i t s  f u n c t i o n  i s  an a lo g o u s  to  th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  
2 :1 1 -3 :6 ?
Ammonites and P h i l i s t i n e s  
The p e r ic o p e  i s  composed in  su ch  a way as to  f e a t u r e  bo th  th e  
Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  th e  c l e a r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
on Ammon th ro u g h o u t .  Vs. 6 m en tio n s  th e  "sons  o f  Ammon and . . .  
P h i l i s t i n e s " ;  bu t i n  v s .  7 t h i s  i s  tu rn e d  around to  read  " P h i l i s t i n e s  
and . . . sons o f  Ammon." E x p la n a t io n s  d e a l  w i th  b o th  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  
o f  th e  word p a i r  and th e  s t r a n g e  o r d e r  in  which th ey  a r e  m entioned  in  
v s s .  6 - 7 :  "Ammon . . . P h i l i s t i n e s "  ( v s .  6) and " P h i l i s t i n e s  . . . 
Ammon ( v s .  7 ) . "
1. V i r t u a l l y  a l l  com m entators  su g g es t  t h a t  a t  t h e  l e a s t  th e se  
co m b in a tio n s  imply t h a t  t h e  p e r ic o p e  i s  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  Ammon­
i t e  and P h i l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s io n s  g e n e r a l l y .  In  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  l i s t s  
c f  o p p r e s s o r s  i n  v s s .  6 ( g o d s ) ,  11-12 ( n a t i o n s )  which s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
summarize th e  o p p r e s s io n  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  3 :7 - 9 :5 7 ,  t h i s  e x p l a n a t io n  i s  
p l a u s i b l e , *  a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  i t  g o e s .
2. C unda ll  e x p la in s  th e  s t r a n g e  o rd e r— " P h i l i s t i n e s  . . .
Ammon" o f  v s .  7— by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  s in c e  th e  Ammonite a t t a c k  was the
2
l e s s e r  menace, i t  was d e a l t  w i th  f i r s t .
3. Budde, fo l lo w ed  by T h a tc h e r  and more r e c e n t l y  Soggin ,
*Budde, R i c h t e r , o p .  79-80; Moore, pp .  275-278, dep en d in g  on 
B udde's  e a r l i e r  work D ie  B ucher R i c h t e r  und Sam uel; B urney ,  J u d g e s , 
pp. 293-295 and most com m entators  s i n c e .
2
C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s ,  p .  137; t h i s  e x p l a n a t io n  has  a c e r t a i n  
c r e d i b i l i t y  and a t  th e  same t im e  a k in d  o f  a r b i t r a r y  f e e l i n g .
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su g g es ts  t h a t  th e  Samson s t o r i e s  may have come b e f o r e  J e p h t h a h ' s  in
th e  so u rc e  from which th e  m a t e r i a l  was o r i g i n a l l y  ta k e n .^
4 .  Moore su g g e s te d  t h a t  " in t o  th e  power o f  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s "
was i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  by th e  l a t e s t  r e d a c t o r  in  o rd e r  to
ex ten d  th e  scope  o f  t h e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  i n c lu d e  c h a p s .  13—16.
2
Moore a c t u a l l y  f a v o r s  B udde 's  e x p la n a t io n  as  does H e r tz b e rg .
5. B o l in g ,  fo l lo w in g  a s u g g e s t io n  by Freedman, a d o p ts  th e  
e x p la n a t io n  t h a t  “ Ammonites . . . P h i l i s t i n e s  . . . P h i l i s t i n e s  . . . 
Ammonites" i s  a ch iasm us fu n c t io n in g  to  l i n k  th e  two s t a t e m e n t s . ^
The Freedm an-B oling  e x p la n a t io n  a p p e a rs  to  be th e  s im p le s t  and 
i s  most e a s i l y  harm onized  w i th  th e  immediate c o n t e x t u a l  i n t e r e s t  in  
Ammon, s in c e  t h e  c h i a s t i c  fram ing  fo cu ses  Ammon. N o n e th e le s s ,  i t  i s  
n e c e s s a ry  to  g iv e  p ro p e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  bo th  P h i l i s t i n e  
and Ammonite m a t e r i a l  a p p e a rs  to  be w i th in  th e  p u rv iew  o f  t h e  e d i -  
t o r ( s ) .  How can  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  be b o th  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  whole 
P h il i s t in e -A m m o n i te  com plex, and a t  th e  same tim e an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to 
th e  more l i m i t e d  A m m onite-Jephthah  s e r i e s ?
Budde, R i c h t e r  und Sam uel, p .  128; G. T h a tc h e r ,  Judges  and 
R u th . The C en tury  i i ib l e  (New York: H. Frowde, 1 9 0 4 ) ,  p .  106; Soggin , 
J u d g es . p .  202; i f  t h i s  e x p l a n a t io n  i s  c o r r e c t  i t  m igh t be p o s s i b l e  
to  p o s i t  th e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  t h e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s  once be longed  to  a 
group o f  Ammon s t o r i e s  which m ight have in c lu d e d  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  
Nahash th e  Ammonite d u r in g  th e  r e ig n  of Sau l (1 Sam 11);  i n  t h i s  
c a s e ,  th e  second c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ju d g e  s t o r i e s  would have c o n s i s t e d  of 
two g roups  o f  o p p r e s s io n  p e r i c o p a e ,  on th e  P h i l i s t i n e s  and Ammonites 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Thus i t  would have fo l low ed  a n o th e r  schema th an  t h a t  
o f  th e  R e t t e rb u c h  m a t e r i a l  now found in  Judg  3 -9 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t  would 
no t  have c o n ta in e d  th e  one o p p re s s o r /o n e  d e l i v e r e r  scheme o f  our 
p r e s e n t  Judg 3 - 9 .
^Moore, p .  277; H. H e r tz b e r g ,  Die B ucher J o s u a ,  R i c h t e r ,  R u th . 
Das A lte  Testam ent D eu tsch  (G o t t in g e n :  Vandenhoeck & R u p rec h t ,  1953), 
p p .  212-213.
3
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  191.
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The t h o u g h t - l i n e  o f  th e  ( f i n a l )  e d i t o r  o f  10 :6 -1 6  l i e s  i n  h i s  
h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on th e  p a s t  h i s t o r y  and i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  
Judg 3 -9 .  He works sum m arily  o u t  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  o p p r e s s io n s  ( f i v e  
in  number) and c a s t s  t h i s  l i n e  o f  ev e n ts  fo rw ard  to  i n c lu d e  two 
more— Ammon and P h i l i s t i a  ( t o  s t a t e  th e  m a t t e r  in  th e  o r d e r  o f  v s .  6 
and th e  a n t i c i p a t e d  seq u en ce  o f  Judg  10-16 and 1 Sam 1 - 1 2 [ ? ] ) .  The 
l o g i c  o f  c a t e g o r i e s — "Second I n t r o d u c t i o n "  o r  "A m m onite-Jephthah  
I n t r o d u c t i o n " — sh o u ld  n o t  be a l low ed  to  go v ern  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .
Tue i 'e-rirope d o es  fo rm u la te  a p ro s p e c tu s  on th e  Ammonite and P h i­
l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s io n s  by v iew ing  them on an o p p r e s s i o n - d e l i v e r e r  l i n e  
e x te n d in g  ou t  o f  th e  p a s t  i n t o  th e  f u t u r e .  But w i t h i n  t h i s  l i n e  th e  
same p e r ic o p e  l o s e s  no t im e  in  b r in g in g  i t s  fo cu s  to  t h e  Ammonite 
o p p r e s s io n  and th e r e b y  a l s o  forms n o t  o n ly  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  i t ,  bu t 
in  f a c t  i t s e l f  c o n t a i n s  t h e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s  by e s ­
t a b l i s h i n g  th e  o p p re s s io n  w i th  w hich i t  i s  im m e d ia te ly  c o n c e rn e d .
The p e r i c o p e ,  10:6.-16 t h e r e f o r e ,  does  d o u b le  d u ty ;  i t  be lo n g s  
i n t e g r a t i v e l y  to  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s  and i s  i n  f a c t  th e  f i r s t  p e r i c ­
ope o f  th e  s e r i e s ;  b u t  i t  a l s o  c o n ta in s  a l a r g e r  h i s t o r i c a l - l i t e r a r y  
p e r s p e c t i v e  th a n  t h i s ,  i . e . ,  th e  whole seven  o p p r e s s i o n s  o f  th e  
s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d ,  f i v e  p a s t ,  two re m a in in g  (Ammonites and P h i l i s ­
t i n e s )  . I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  now to  d e te rm in e  what i t  i n t e n d s  to  a s s e r t  
abou t i t s  s u b j e c t ( s ) . ^
^Budde, R i c h t e r , p p .  79-80 , o f f e r s  th e  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u g g e s t io n  
t h a t  th e  w r i t e r  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6  l i n k s  th e  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  o p p re s ­
s i o n s  t o g e t h e r  b ecau se  i n  f a c t  th e y  were s im u l t a n e o u s .  T h is  i s  th e  
r e a s o n  Ju d ah ,  Ephra im , and Benjamin a r e  m en tioned  t o g e t h e r  in  1 0 :9 ,
i . e . ,  b ecau se  a t  th e  same t im e th e  Ammonites w ere a g g r e s s in g  from the  
E a s t ,  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s  had a l r e a d y  p e n e t r a t e d  a p p r e c i a b l y  i n t o  Ju d ah ,  
B enjam in , and E phra im . T h is  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  P h i l i s t in e -A m m o n i te  
problem sh o u ld  b e  viewed a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  two h a lv e s  o f  a  whole; i t  
would be a m a t t e r  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o r  a t  most o f  c o n v e n ie n c e  as to  how
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The I n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  Second I n t r o d u c t i o n
The O ra c le
Juclg 1 0 :6 -1 6  a s  i t  s t a n d s  i s  a  tw o -p a r t  c o m p o s i t io n  as shown 
in  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  F ig .  1. P a r t  I  (A-B-C) c o n s i s t s  
o f  v s s .  6 -1 0 .  I t  summarizes th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  
th e  h i s t o r y ,  e n t e r s  b r i e f l y  i n t o  an i n i t i a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i ­
g in s  o f  th e  Ammonite o p p r e s s i o n ,  and e n t e r s  n o t i c e  o f  Yahweh1s d i s ­
p l e a s u r e  a t  I s r a e l ' s  i d o l a t r y  a long  w i th  an o u t c r y  fo r  h e lp  and a 
c o n f e s s i o n .
P a r t  I I  ( A ' - B ' - C 1) i s  th e  o r a c l e  no ted  above ; i t  o c c u p ie s  v s s .  
11-14. I t s  s u b j e c t  i s  Yahweh's r e f u s a l  to  re sp o n d  a g a in  to  a s im ple  
o u tc r y  f o r  h e lp — t h i s  t im e a g a in s t  Ammon. The o r a c l e  r e c e i v e s  a 
c o n c lu s io n  in  v s .  15, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a n o t i c e  o f  I s r a e l ' s  r e p e n t a n t  
r e s p o n s e .  Thus t h e  o r a c l e  may be r i g h t l y  h e ld  to  ex ten d  as  f a r  as 
v s .  15. This f a v o r a b l e  r e s p o n s e  of I s r a e l  opens t h e  way f o r  a r e ­
s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  t e n s i o n s  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  two p a r t s ,  i . e . ,  v s .  16 
which r e g i s t e r s  t h e  e v id en c e  f o r  th e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  I s r a e l ' s  r e p e n ta n t  
r e s p o n s e ,  and th e  new d i v i n e  p e r s p e c t i v e  which t h i s  a c t i o n  e v o k e s .
The p e r ic o p e  th u s  c o n s i s t s  o f  two e s s e n t i a l l y  b a la n c e d  p a r t s  p lu s  a 
b r i e f  c o n c lu d in g  r e s o l u t i o n  to  th e  t e n s i o n s  s e t  up i n  th e  two p a r t s . ^  
R e c o g n i t io n  o f  an o r a c l e  embedded in  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  i s  im p o r ta n t  to
one viewed th e  seq u en ce  in  w hich t h e s e  a f f a i r s  s h o u ld  be a r r a n g e d  in  
th e  n a r r a t i v e .  The s u g g e s t i o n  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
th e  p o s s i b l e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  b o th  powers on th e  m o t iv a t i o n  f o r  th e  
change to  m onarchy .
^This  o b s e r v a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  which C. 
Westermann, "A r te n  d e r  E rzah lu n g  in  d e r  G e n e s i s , ” in  F orschung  am 
A l te n  T e s ta m e n t . T h e o lo g is c h e  B iic h e re i ,  n o .  24 (M unich: C h r.  K a i s e r ,  
1964),  p .  33, s u g g e s t s  make up an e n t i t y  c a l l e d  " n a r r a t i v e , ” i . e . ,  a 
p l o t  c o n ta in in g  t e n s i o n s  l e a d in g  to  r e s o l u t i o n ;  c i t e d  by J .  W ilcoxen ,
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lex Hfxn ynx3 
71/333
□ H3x ri’331 pm 3331 mrin’3 dj orfirfi nmn rx unu m3 1331/m9 c '
ixn 3x3U’3 3xm 
mm 3x 3x3iy’ M3 mi/Pi*0 
0 ’3i/3n rx 731/31 n  ’nftx rx ij3 iu ’ 3i 3*7 nxun irx*7
3x7K/’ M3 3x mm nrx’ i 11 a 1 
i ii/ni mni/i o ' i i t s i 12 o’n!/33 ini pm/ M3 ini nrxn im a ’Txnn x*7n
07 ’n tnrx m/’mxi ’3x liTi/xni o3rx ixp3
anrx o ’n3x n 3i/m ’nix orori/ orxi13 b’
□ 3TX U’lUin“7 moix X*7 133 
03 omn3 "ikk o ’n3xn *tx iputi i3314 
ooms nj3 o37 iu’k/p nnn
mn’ *7x *7xiu’ M3 n w ' i^  c'
3 ’ ]’ 1/3 3 iun 333 M3 rux nm/ uxun 
mn oi ’n x] 133’xn 3x 
mn’ rx n 3i/’ i 033i7n 333n ’n3x rx n ’o’ i16
*7X7 K/’ 3nin IK/33 3Spm
F ig .  l a .  R h e t o r i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  Hebrew t e x t  o f  Judg  1 0 :6 -1 6
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£
A And the  peop le  o f I s r a e l  aqaln d id  *hat was e v i l  In the s lq h t o f  the  LOAD,
and served th e  B aals and th e  A sh ta ro th , th e  gods o f S y ria , th e  qods of S ldon, the 
qods o f  tt>ab, th e  qods o f  th e  Ammonites, and th e  qods o f  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s ;  
and they forsook  th e  LORD, and d id  not serve him.
B And th e  anqer o f  th e  LORD was k ind led  a q a ln s t I s r a e l ,  and he sold them Into
g • th e  hand o f th e  P h i l i s t i n e s  and Into th e  hand o f  the  Ammonites, 
and they crushed  and oppressed  the  c h ild re n  o f  I s r a e l  th a t  y e a r .
For e lq h teen  years they  oppressed  a l l  th e  people o f  I s r a e l  th a t  
were beyond the  Jordan
In th e  land o f  the  A m orltes, wnlch 
Is  In G ilead .
9
C And th e  Ammonites c ro ssed  th e  Jordan to  f lq h t  a lso  a q a ln s t
Judah and a q a ln s t Beniamin and a q a ln s t th e  house o f Ephraim;
^  th a t  I s r a e l  was so re ly  d is t r e s s e d .
And th e  peop le  o f  I s ra e l  c r ie d  to  th e  LORD, 
s a y ln q , "We have sinned a q a ln s t th e e , because we have fo rsaken  our God 
and have served th e  B a a ls ."
1And the  LORD sa id  to  the people o f  I s r a e l ,
"Did I no t d e l iv e r  you from the  E q y p tlan s^ n d  from th e  A n o rlte s , from th e  
*»nmonltes and from the  P h i l i s t i n e s ?  The S tdon lans a ls o ,  and the 
A m alekltes, and th e  M aonttes, 
oppressed  you; and you c r ie d  to me, and I d e liv e re d  you o u t o f  t h e i r  hand.
13
B' Yet you have fo rsaken  me and served o th e r  qods;
^ jie re fo re  I w ill  d e l iv e r  you no more.
Go and c ry  to th e  qods you have chosen;
l e t  them d e l iv e r  you In the  tim e o f  your d i s t r e s s . "
C' ^And th e  peop le  o f I s r a e l  sa id  to  th e  LORO,
"We have s inned ; do to us *hatever seens qood to thee ;
^g ly  d e l iv e r  u s ,  we pray th e e , th i s  d a y ."
So they pu t away th e  fo re lq n  qods from anonq them and served the 
LORD; and he became Ind ig n an t over th e  m isery  o f  I s r a e l .
F lq . 1b. E nglish  te x t  o f  Judq 10:6-16(RSV)
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u n d e r s ta n d in g  i t s  i n t e n t .  O ra c le s  a r e  in  f a c t  p a r t  o f  s e v e r a l  d e l i v ­
e r e r  s t o r i e s :  D eborah-B arak  ( 4 : 6 - 7 ) ,  Gideon ( 6 : 7 - 1 0 ,  1 1 -2 6 ) ,  Abi- 
melech ( 9 : 7 - 1 5 ) ,  Je p h th a h  ( 1 0 :1 1 - 1 4 ) ,  Samson ( 1 3 : 1 - 2 1 ) ,  and Samuel (I 
Sam 1 - 2 ) .  In a d d i t i o n  to  t h e s e  o r a c l e  m a t e r i a l s  a t t a c h e d  to  s p e c i f i c  
d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s ,  th e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  book ( 2 : 1 - 3 : 6  
b ro a d ly )  c o n ta in s  two o r a c l e s  u n r e l a t e d  to  s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r e r s  
( 2 : 1 - 5 ,  2 0 -2 1 ) .  T here  a r e  no o r a c l e s  r e p o r t e d  in c o n n e c t io n  w i th  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  th e  work of O t h n i e l ,  Ehud, o r  E l i .
These o r a c l e s ,  however, have n o t a b l e  d i f f e r e n t i a .  (1 )  As 
a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  two o f  th e  t o t a l  seven  a r e  in  i n t r o d u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  
u n a t ta c h e d  to  any s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r e r .  ( 2 )  Some a r e  e x t re m e ly  b r i e f ,  
abou t  two to  f o u r  v e r s e s  ( 2 :1 -3 ;  2 :2 0 -2 1 ;  4 :6 - 7 ;  6 :7 -1 0 ;  1 0 :1 1 - 1 4 ) .  
T hree  a r e  somewhat lo n g e r  and c o n s i s t  o f  Angel of Yahweh d ia lo g u e s  
p r e p a r a to r y  to  t h e  d e l i v e r e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  (G ideon , Samson). The 
m a t e r i a l  i n t r o d u c t o r y  to  Samuel o cc u p ie s  two c h a p t e r s  o f  p r e p a r a to r y  
o r a c l e  n a r r a t i v e  (1 Sam 1 - 2 ) .  The Gideon m a t e r i a l  i n c lu d e s  b o th  an 
Angel o f  Yahweh d ia lo g u e  and th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  a n o th e r  p r o p h e t .  ( 3 )  
Some o f  t h i s  o r a c l e  m a t e r i a l  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  
th e  d e l i v e r e r  o r  h i s  r i s e  (D eb o rah -B arak ,  Gideon [Angel o f  Yahwehl, 
Samson). Some i s  in  more i n t r o d u c t o r y ,  f o r m u la ic  p r e f a c e s  w ith  
v a r i a b l y  t i g h t  o r  lo o s e  c o n n e c t io n  ( o r  no c o n n e c t io n  a t  a l l )  w i th  
s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  ( 2 :1 -5 ;  2 :2 0 -2 1 ;  6 :7 -1 0 ;  1 0 :6 - 1 6 ) .  (4)
Some o f  th e  o r a c l e s  a r e  th e  X ’ ZU type  ( a t t e s t e d  i n  D eborak -B arak ,  
G ideon) ;  some a r e  o f  th e  m n " *  ty p e  ( 2 : 1 - 5 ) .  (5 )  In t h r e e  of
" N a r r a t i v e , "  in  Old T es tam en t Form C r i t i c i s m , p .  93. Form- 
c r i t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  shou ld  perh ap s  be  l a b e l e d  " n a r r a t i v e  i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n , "  s in c e  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  i n t r o d u c t o r y ,  and e q u a l l y  c l e a r l y  a 
n a r r a t i v e  in  t h a t  i t  does have p l o t .
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th e  seven  i n s t a n c e s ,  women a re  in v o lv ed  in  r e c e p t i o n ;  o th e r w is e  men 
r e c e i v e  th e  m essage .^
T h ere  i s  no p a t t e r n  h e r e .  V a r i e t y  i s  t h e  r u l e  and perhaps  
t h i s  i s  i n t e n d e d .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  o b v io u s ly  b e l ie v e d  
t h a t  o r a c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  was a r e g u l a r  accompaniment o f  d e l i v e r e r  
e p i s o d e s ;  in  some c a s e s  i t  was m ed ia ted  by a p ro p h e t  o r  m essenger o f  
Yahweh; i n  one ca se  b o th  p ro p h e t  and m essenger—d ia lo g u e  ty p e s  a r e  
p r e s e n t .  But a t  any r a t e ,  th e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  an o r a c l e  
embedded in  10 :11-14  seems c l e a r  s in c e  such  o r a c l e s  ap p e a r  r e g u l a r l y  
in  t h e  d e l i v e r e r  e p is o d e s  from Judg  2 th ro u g h  1 Sam 12.
The most im p o r ta n t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  h ow ever ,  f o r  our  p u rp o se ,  
i s  t h a t  betw een  o r a c l e s  i n  s p e c i f i c  d e l i v e r  s t o r i e s  and th o s e  oc­
c u r r i n g  in  c l e a r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  s e c t i o n s  which a r e  u s u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
as th e  work o f  a Deuteronom ic r e d a c t o r ,  i . e . ,  2 :1 -5 ;  2 :2 0 -2 1 ;  6 :7 - 1 0 ,  
and 1 0 :1 1 -1 4 .  These fo u r  w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  be low . On 
any r e c k o n in g ,  however, t h e r e  was a t  some s t a g e  o f  th e  c o m p o s i t io n -  
r e d a c t i o n  p ro c e s s  an e f f o r t  to  make th e  m a t e r i a l  on th e  ju d g es  p e r io d  
r e f l e c t  r e g u l a r  p r o p h e t i c  a c t i v i t y  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  work o f  th e  
p r im ary  d e l i v e r e r s .
I s  th e  o r a c l e  o f  10 :11-14  a t a u n t ,  a r e p r o a c h ,  a t h r e a t ,  o r  a
^ P ro p h e te s s e s  w ere common a t  M ar i ,  c f .  Huffmon, passim ; C. H. 
Gordon n o te s  t h e  prom inence o f  women in  th e  h e r o i c  age l i t e r a t u r e  of 
b o th  th e  E as t  M e d i te r r a n e a n  and G re ece ,  The Common Background of 
G reek  and Hebrew C i v i l i z a t i o n s  (New York! N o rto n ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  145;
Homer and B i b l e  (V e n tn o r ,  N. J . :  V en tno r  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1967),  pp .
3 9 -4 2 .
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judgment speech?^  I s  U  one o f  Che c o n d i t i o n a l  forms? an u n co n d i-
2
t i o n a l  form? an e x h o r ta t io n ?
The Form o f  th e  O ra c le  
The form o f  t h e  o r a c l e  may be i d e n t i f i e d  in  i t s  p a r t s  a s  
f o l lo w s :  ( 1 )  A M essenger Formula ( l l a ) , ^  ( 2 )  A H i s t o r i c a l  Review 
( v s s .  1 l b - 1 2 ) , 4 (3) An A c cu sa t io n  ( v s .  1 3 ) ,^  (4 )  A S en ten ce  ( v s .  
1 3 b ) ,  and ( 5 )  A Taunt ( v s .  1 4 ) .^
The r e l e v a n c e  o f  th e s e  f e a t u r e s  can o n ly  be d e te rm in e d  by 
com parison  w i th  th e  o r a c l e  fo rm u la ry  found in  th e  p a r a l l e l  o r a c l e s  
w i th in  th e  ju d g e s  p e r io d  m a t e r i a l ,  i . e . ,  t h e  fo u r  i d e n t i f i e d  above, 
u s in g  t h e i r  common l i k e n e s s e s  as  a b a s i s  f o r  co m p ar iso n ,  w h i le
^W esterm ann 's  te rm ,  P r o p h e t i c  S p e e c h , pp .  129-140. The 
t e r m i n o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  among s c h o l a r s  f o r  p r o p h e t i c  s p e e c b - ty p e s  
a r e  d i s c u s s e d  in  d e t a i l  and c o m p re h en s iv e ly  by W. E. M arch, "Proph­
ecy" in  Old T es tam en t  Form C r i t i c i s m , pp. 141-178.
2T h ese  c a t e g o r i e s  were p roposed  by J .  Hempel, c f .  March, p .
150.
 ̂ W este rm ann 's  t e rm in o lo g y ,  P r o p h e t i c  S p eec h , p p .  100-128.
4
The re v ie w  c o n s i s t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n s  o f  I s r a e l  and b r i e f l y  
m entioned a s p e c t s  o f  Yahweh1s h i s t o r y  o f  g r a c i o u s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  
I s r a e l .
^The A c c u s a t io n  i s  "you f o r s o o k  me ( v s .  1 3 ) ."  T h is  i s  an ac­
c u s a t i o n  o f  co v en an t  d i s l o y a l t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f  rev iew  o f  
Yahweh's g r a c i o u s  d e e d s .
^0 r  sh o u ld  t h i s  be c a l l e d  a " d i a t r i b e "  ( c f .  I s a  3 0 :1 5 -1 7 ;  29: 
9 -1 2  as E i s s f e l d t ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Old T e s ta m e n t , t r a n s .  P. 
Ackroyd [New York: H a rp e r  and Row, 1 9 6 5 ] , p .  3 1 6 ) ,  o r  " re p ro a c h "  
p e rh ap s?  I  have chosen  " t a u n t"  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
d i s c u s s e d  by J .  H. W arton ,  IDB (1 9 6 2 ) ,  4 :2 4 4 ;  t h e s e  p a s sa g e s  r e f e r  to 
g l o a t i n g  m ockery of a n o t h e r ' s  d e s t r u c t i o n ;  c f .  A. W e ise r ,  The Old 
T es tam en t:  I t s  fo rm a tio n  and D eve lopm en t, t r a n s .  D. M. B a r to n  (New 
York: A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s s ,  1961),  p .  48 ;  0. K a i s e r ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  the 
Old T e s ta m e n t , t r a n s .  J .  S tu rd y  ( M in n e a p o l i s :  A ugsburg , 1975), p .
296; E i s s f e l d t ,  pp. 9 2 -9 3 .
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i s o l a t i n g  them from th o s e  u n l ik e  them. F ig .  2 shows th e  fo rm u la ic
s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  th e  p a r a l l e l  p a s s a g e s .
These a r e  c l e a r l y  forms o f  th e  well-known p r o p h e t i c  judgment
s p e e c h . ' '  But th e  c l e a r  and e x p l i c i t  use o f  w i th in  the  o r a c l e s
o f  2 :1 -5  and 2 :20 -21  shows t h a t  t h e s e  sp eech es  a r e  on c o v e n a n t / t r e a t y
g ro u n d .  They a p p e a r ,  in  f a c t ,  t o  be a form o f  th e  t r e a t y - b r e a c h
judgment sp e e c h .
What form o f  th e  judgment speech  i s  t h i s  o ra c le - fo rm ?  I s  i t  a
2
woe? a la w s u i t ?  a d i s p u t a t i o n ?  a p a r a b le ?  a lam ent? a to ra h ?  The
o n ly  v i a b l e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  th e  l a w s u i t  o r  th e  d i s p u t a t i o n .  One 
n o te s  th e  prominence o f  th e  a c c u s a t io n  and th e  a l l - I s r a e l  o r i e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  rev iew . Westermann n o te s  t h a t  in  the  l a w s u i t  form, 
" .  . . th e  a c c u s a t i o n ,  in  eve ry  c a s e ,  i s  com prehensive .  Each tim e i t  
i s  concerned  w ith  th e  whole s t a t e  o f  th e  n a t i o n  . . .  in  D eu te ro -
_3
I s a i a h  . . . i t  . . . goes back to  encompass t h e i r  whole h i s t o r y . "
The p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  we a re  d e a l i n g  w ith  th e  l a w s u i t  p a t t e r n ,  
though not w ith  th e  f u l l e s t  form of t h i s  ty p e  of speech  s in c e  i t
N e lso n .  Donnie R e d a c t io n , p p , 4?—52, examines t h e s e  o r a c l e  
p o r t i o n s  and t h e i r  p a r a l l e l s  in  Samuel and K ings, r e c o g n iz in g  in  them 
th e  p ro p h e t i c  judgment sp ee ch .
2
“W este rm ann 's  l i s t  o f  fo rm s, P r o p h e t i c  S p eec h , pp .  181-203.
3
Though N elson , f o r  example, s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  l a w s u i t  p a t t e r n  
c o n ta in s  th e  " s p e c i f y in g  e lem en t"  o f  an appeal to  d i v i n e  w i t n e s s e s ,  
Westermann does no t  hold t h i s  o p in io n ,  and J .  Limburg, pp .  291-304 , 
shows t h a t  th e  r o o t  i s  more focused on th e  e lem ent o f  co m p la in t  o r  
a c c u s a t io n ;  t h e r e  a re  in  f a c t  many o c c u r re n c e s  where th e  in v o c a t io n  
o f  w i tn e s s e s  i s  n o t  in  e v id en c e ;  c f .  t h e  v a r ie ty ^ in v o lv e d  in  the  
L re a ty -b re a c n  l a w s u i t  no ted  by J .  H arvey , ”Le ' r i b  P a t t e r n , '  r e q u i -  
s i t o i r e  p ro p h e t iq u e  su r  l a  r u p tu r e  d e  1 ' a l l i a n c e , "  B i b l i c a  43 (1962):  
172-196.
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2 :1 -5 2 : 2 0 -2 1 6 :7 -1 0 10 :11-14
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F ig .  2. P ro p h e t i c  o r a c l e  f o r m u la r i e s  in  fo u r  Judges i n t r o ­
d u c to r y  p a s s a g e s .
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l a c k s  th e  i n v o c a t io n  o f  heaven and e a r t h  as w i t n e s s e s .
R ep en tan ce  and I t s  I m p l i c a t i o n s  
The p r o p h e t i c  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  o r a c l e ,  however, d o es  not end in  
co n d em n a tio n ,  b u t  in  I s r a e l ' s r e p e n ta n c e  as 10:15 i n d i c a t e s .  Three 
f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  l e a d  to t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
t h i s  o r a c l e  i s  change on I s r a e l ' s  p a r t .  T h is  c o n c lu s io n  would sug­
g e s t  t h a t  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  as a whole i s  to  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  a t  t h i s  d e c i s i v e  s t a g e  in  th e  h i s t o r y ,  I s r a e l  underw ent a repen­
ta n c e  which opened th e  way f o r  Yahweh to  i n t e t v e n e  and b r in g  abou t  
th e  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  d e l i v e r a n c e s .  The t h r e e  f u r t h e r  co n s id ­
e r a t i o n s  a r e  (1)  th e  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  s i n  u s in g  t h e  v e r b  - D V O n  ;
(2 )  th e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  som etimes th e  l a w s u i t  may have  a warning 
r a t h e r  th an  a condemning p u rp o se ;  (3 )  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  v e r s e
o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  (10: 16) e x p l i c i t l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Yahweh was moved
2
toward I s r a e l ' s  r e s c u e  as a  r e s u l t  o f  r e p e n ta n c e .
N e lso n ,  Double R e d a c t i o n , p .  46; i t  may be d o u b ted  t h a t  the  
i n v o c a t io n  of w i tn e s s e s  i s  th e  e s s e n t i a l  e lem e n t  o f  t h e  l a w s u i t ;  c f . 
a l s o  B e y e r l i n ,  "G attung  und H e r k u n f t , "  p. 24.
2
D e l iv e r a n c e  words a r e  a f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  o r a c l e ' s  la n g u a g e :  y w ”1 
o c c u rs  t h r e e  t im es  w i t h i n  th e  fo u r  v e r s e s  (1 2 b ,  13b); ‘P S ]  o c c u rs  
once (1 5 b ) .  The r e p e n t a n c e - d e l i v e r a n c e  m o t i f  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
th e  w ell  known a n a c o lu th o n  o f  v s s .  11-12, i . e . ,  th e  clumsy p lacem ent 
o f  t h e  main v e rb  ( T I V * n e a r  th e  end o f  th e  th o u g h t  and th e  
e q u a l l y  clumsy and unu su a l  use o f  f u l l y - w t i t t e n  j O  in  v s .  11. G. R. 
D r i v e r ,  "Problems in  Ju d g es  Newly D iscu ssed "  i n  The Annual o f  th e  
Leeds U n i v e r s i t y  O r i e n t a l  S o c i e t y , v o l .  4 (1 9 6 2 -1 9 6 3 ) ,  e d . John 
MacDonald (L e id en :  E. J .  B r i l l ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp . 1 5 -1 6 ,  p ro p o se s  to  l e a v e  
th e  t e x t  as  i s  and read h O  to  mean " s i n c e . "  He adduces  p a r a l l e l s  
from I s a  58 :12 ;  Deut 15 :7 ; Lev 4 :2  where means " s i n c e "  in  a tem­
p o ra l  s e n s e .  D r iv e r  p ro p o se s  " s in c e "  in  th e  s en se  o f  t h e  p r o t a s i s  o f  
a c o n d i t i o n a l  s e n te n c e  o f  w hich fiy’Yfiyi i s  th e  a p o d o s i s ,  and t r a n s ­
l a t e s  " c e r t a i n l y  ( s t a r t i n g )  from E g y p t i a n s ,  th e n  S id o n la n s  . . .  
o p p re sse d  you . . .  and I  d e l i v e r e d  you . . . ” T h is  i s  p o s s i b l e .
But th e  p r e f e r r e d  s o l u t i o n  ( th o u g h  n o t  by B o l in g )  seems to  be Bur­
n e y ' s .  He proposed s im p ly  e l i m i n a t i n g " ) ^  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  s e r i e s
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1. The c o n f e s s io n  ( v s .  15) i s  b r i e f l y  pu t  in  th e  form o f  
•■flyCJn. Limburg p o in t s  to  e v id e n c e  t h a t  X  COn" i s  a t  home in  th e
s p h e r e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s . " ^  For example, 2 Kgs 18:14 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  H ezek iah ,  p resu m ab ly  as S e n n a c h a r ib 's  v a s s a l ,  has  re ­
v o l t e d  a g a in s t  th e  A s s y r ia n ,  and sends h i s  m essenger to  say  ” 1 have
done wrong The Akkadian r o o t  b a tu  a l s o  o c c u rs  in  th e
2
s e v e n th - c e n t u r y  Esarhaddon t r e a t y  w i th  t h e  v a s s a l  R am a ta ia ."  The
A s s y r ia n  crown p r i n c e  says to  th e  v a s s a l ,
That you w i l l  n o t  s in  a g a i n s t  him
T hat you w il^  no t  b r in g  your hand a g a in s t  him w i th  e v i l  
i n t e n t  . . .
2 .  In th e  grow ing d i s c u s s i o n  about th e  p r o p h e t i c  l a w s u i t ,  J .  
Harvey has proposed t h a t  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  may 
be  one o f  condem nation  o r  one o f  w a rn in g . I f  an announcement o f  
g u i l t  and t h r e a t  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  a r e  found, th e n  such  a l a w s u i t  i s  one 
o f  condem nation ; but i f  th e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  l a w s u i t  c o n s i s t s  o f
a s  c o r r u p t .  The n a t i o n s  then  a r e  the  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  v e rb  of 
o p p r e s s io n  and n y ^ D f l i s  a s im p le  p a r a t a x i s — "The E g y p t ian s
. . . o p p re s se d  you, b u t  I d e l i v e r e d  you . . ."  T h is  s o l u t i o n  s o lv e s  
b o th  th e  a n a c o lu th o n  and p r e p o s i t i o n  problem s a t  once : i t  has  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  LXx , Syr eX , Old L a t i n ,  Je rom e , and Syr*5 S • The weak­
n e s s  of t h i s  th e o r y  i s  t h a t  i t  d o es  no t  e x p la in  th e  o r i g i n  o f  th e  
c o r r u p t i o n .  The i n t e r p r e t i v e  u p s h o t ,  however, i s  v e ry  ad v an tag eo u s  
s i n c e  i t  th row s emphasis on th e  o p p r e s s io n  w i th in  th e  o r a c l e ,  which 
i n  t u r n  e x p la in s  th e  d i a l e c t i c  em phasis  on s a l v a t i o n .
^Limburg, pp. 303-304 .
2I b i d .
3
C i te d  by Limburg, p .  304, based on D. J .  Wiseman, "The V assa l  
T r e a t i e s  o f  E sa rh ad d o n ,"  I r a q  20 (1 9 5 8 ) :3 3 -9 9 ;  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  
a r t i c l e  examining th e  l a r g e r  d i p l o m a t i c  p i c t u r e ,  i n  which i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  i s  a problem  to  be d e a l t  w i th  in  th e  i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  d ip lom acy  o f  th e  second m i l le n n iu m ,  i s  J .  M. Munn-Rankin, 
"Diplomacy in  W estern A sia in  th e  E a r ly  Second M illenn ium  B .C . ,  I raq 
18 (1 9 5 6 ) :6 8 -1 1 0 ,  where s e v e ra l  examples a r e  adduced of " s in "  as a 
t r e a t y  v i o l a t i o n  term  u s in g  A kkadian q u l lu l tu m  (p p .  8 9 -9 0 ,  9 3 ) .
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a warning and c a l l  f o r  change in  c o n d u c t ,  th en  i t  i s  a l a w s u i t  o f  
w a rn in g . C o o rd in a te ly  w i th  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  t .  M. R a i t t  has examined 
th e  p r o p h e t i c  summons to  r e p e n ta n c e  and has found t h a t  i t  n o rm a lly  
has co v en an t  ( t r e a t y )  renew al as i t s  c o n t e x t . ^  These s t u d i e s  o f  th e  
p r o p h e t i c  judgment o r a c l e s  and t h e i r  i n t e n t  p o in t  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n
t h a t  Judg 10: 11-14 h a s  been in c lu d ed  in  the  p e r ic o p e  as a p r o p h e t i c
o r a c l e  aimed a t  r e p e n ta n c e  v i a  a w arn ing  ex p ressed  in  th e  form of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  a c c u s a t i o n .
3. This  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  confirm ed by th e  n o t i c e  which 
co n c lu d e s  th e  p e r ic o p e  in  v s s .  15b and 16b between which (1 6 a )  f a l l s  
a c l e a r  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  I s r a e l  pu t  away her f o r e ig n  g o d s ,  ( a )  The 
c o n f e s s io n  o f  s i n  in c lu d e s  an open su b m iss io n  to Yahweh1s w i l l — "do 
to  us a c co rd in g  to  a l l  t h a t  i s  good in  your e y e s . "  The co m b in a t io n
o f  ilV /y  a n d ^ i O  w i th  i s  u s u a l l y  used in  a s i t u a t i o n  in
which one w ishes  to  acknowledge th e  r i g h t  o f  a s o v e r e ig n  to  d e c id e  
and a c t  in  an i s s u e  in  h i s  own i n t e r e s t .  In Gen 2 0 :15  and J o s h  9 :25  
t h i s  com bina tion  i s  c l e a r l y  in  t r e a t y  c o n t e x t s ;  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  ex­
am ples  in v o lv e  s o v e re ig n  a u t h o r i t y  (1 Sam 14 :3 6 ,  40; 2 Sam 1 9 :3 8 ) .  
The q u a l i f i e r ,  " o n ly  r e s c u e  us t h i s  d a y , "  i s  no t to  be viewed as  a 
r e n e g in g  on the open acknowledgement o f  Yahweh's r i g h t  to  d e c id e  
t h e i r  f a t e  a c co rd in g  to  h i s  own s o v e r e ig n  s e l f - i n t e r e s t s ;  i t  i s  
r a t h e r  a s u p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  d e l i v e r a n c e  i f  t h i s  i s  in  h i s  i n t e r e s t .
( b )  The p e r ic o p e  co n c lu d e s  w i th  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  Yahweh's " so u l"  
was sh o r ten e d  in c o n n e c t io n  w ith  I s r a e l ' s  l a b o r .  A s tu d y  o f  th e  
o c c u r re n c e s  of t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  i n  t h e  g ram m atica l  form in  which i t
^T. M. R a i t t ,  "The P ro p h e t i c  Summons to  R ep en ta n ce ,"  ZAW 83 
(1971 ) :3 0 -4 9 ;  th e  d ev e lo p m en ts  in  r e s e a r c h  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  by March, 
pp . 157-177.
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a p p e a rs  h e r e ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  I t  t s  a Hebrew way o f  s ay in g  t h a t  one i s
e x a s p e r a te d  w i th  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  an u n f u l f i l l e d  d e s i r e . ^  "Labor"
i s  th e  b e s t  t r a n s l a t i o n  fo r  But i t  seems to  imply d e p r e s s io n ,
2
a lm o s t  d e s p a i r ,  f o r  th e  t r o u b l i n g  and c a la m ito u s  e lem e n ts  in  l i f e . ”
T h is  c o n n o ta t io n  a t t e n u a t e s  s l i g h t l y  in  E c c l e s i a s t e s '  use  f o r  " la b o r "
o r  "work" bu t  even th e r e  r e t a i n s  som eth ing  o f  th e  a g o n iz in g  co n n o ta -
..3t i o n  i t  has e ls e w h e re .  I t s  meaning must be " th e  m is e ry  o f  I s r a e l .
The s u g g e s t io n  o f  th e  p h ra se  i s  t h a t  Yahweh's " s o u l"  b o i l e d  w ith  
d e s i r e  to  d e l i v e r  I s r a e l .  The s e n s e  m ust be t h a t  t h i s  " s h o r t e n in g "  
( im p a t ie n c e )  may now f in d  r e l e a s e  in  th e  Ammonite war o f  J e p h th a h .  
T h is  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  much l i k e  H o sea 's  p o e t i c a l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  
Yahweh's f r u s t r a t e d  lo v e  f o r  I s r a e l ,  r o a r i n g  n o n e th e le s s  w i th  mercy
Num 21 :4  r e f e r s  to  I s r a e l ' s  s h o r t  p a t i e n c e ,  p e rh ap s  to  t h e i r  
f e a r s  o f  u n f u l f i l l e d  p ro m ises ;  t h e  lan g u ag e  i s  d e f in e d  more c l o s e l y  
by th e  ac co u n t  o f  f u r t h e r  co m p la in in g  about l a c k  o f  b r e a d ,  w a te r ,  and 
manna, and t h e i r  sen se  t h a t  God has b ro u g h t  them to  th e  d e s e r t  to  
d i e .  They a r e  e x a s p e ra te d  w i th  th e  l a c k  o f  f u l f i l l e d  needs and de­
s i r e s .  In  Judg  16 :16 ,  Samson i s  e x a s p e ra te d  w i th  th e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  
D e l i l a h ' s  p e s t e r in g ;  i t  i s  e x p r e s s e d  as  a " s h o r t e n in g  o f  h i s  s o u l . "  
The o t h e r  p a r a l l e l  i s  Zech 11 :8— "My s o u l  became s h o r t  in  them ."  
Yahweh had an u n f u l f i l l e d  s o u l - d e s i r e  f o r  I s r a e l ;  he s a i d ,  " I  w i l l  
n o t  be your s h e p h e rd ,  l e t  t h e  d y ing  d i e  and th e  p e r i s h i n g  p e r i s h  
( 1 1 : 9 ) . "  On th e  n o t io n  o f  th e  p o w e r s - o f - t h e - s o u l - t o - f u l f i l l m e n t  one 
may compare t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  J .  P e d e r s e n ,  I s r a e l :  I t s  L i f e  and 
C u l t u r e , 4 v o l s .  (New York: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1926),  1 :146-  
149. I t s  o p p o s i t e  i s  ex p re s se d  by IV  *31 \1"* “iX f l— "was p a t i e n t "  o r  
more l i t e r a l l y  "he p ro lo n g ed  h i s  s o u l , "  as in  Job  2 1 :4  a s  Burney, 
J u d g e s ,  p . 298 , p o in t s  o u t .
^ In  Deut 26 :7  i s  in  p a r a l l e l  w i th  as  i s  th e  ca se  in
Judg  1 0 :1 6 .  More o f t e n  i t  i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  11 K — uncanny e v i l ,  p e r ­
haps w i th  an ( e v i l )  m agica l  background (KB ") , c f . Num 2 3 :2 1 ;
Jo b  5 :6 -7 ;  15 :35; Ps 7 :1 4 ,  16; i t  i s  o f t e n  used of what r i c h  and 
pow erfu l  men p l o t  a g a in s t  o t h e r s  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .  In  Judg 10:16 i t s  
ap p e a ra n ce  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  o p p r e s s io n  words ( V y  "J , Y i f l  , ,
' y  r iy )  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h i s  c o n n o t a t i o n .
^Cf. Moore, p . 281; B urney , J u d g e s . p .  298.
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and com passion toward her  s a l v a t i o n . ^
R h e t o r i c a l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  P e r i c o p e  
Once th e  in tended  o r a c u l a r  form has  been i d e n t i f i e d  a long  w i th  
i t s  t h o u g h t - i n t e n t i o n , th e  m a t e r i a l  p r e l im in a r y  to  i t  can be s tu d i e d  
fo r  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  ( v s s .  6 - 1 0 ) .  The c o n te n t  o f  v s s .  6 -1 0  has a l ­
r e a d y  been  summarized ab o v e .  The most im p o r ta n t  o b s e r v a t io n  to  be 
made abou t t h e  c o n te n t  and th o u g h t  flow o f  v s s .  6-10 i s  t h a t  i t  con­
t a i n s  p a r a l l e l s  and r e p e t i t i o n s  in  v s s .  1 1 -1 5 (1 6 ) ,  i . e . ,  one c f  th e  
two p a r t s  of t h i s  p e r ic o p e  has  informed th e  o t h e r  in  t h o u g h t ,  l a n ­
g u ag e ,  and s eq u e n ce .  F ig .  1 e x h i b i t s  th e  r h e t o r i c a  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6 .
Gross S t r u c t u r a l  Elements 
The r h e t o r i c a  a re  as f o l l o w s .  ( 1 )  The p r e l im in a r y  m a t e r i a l  
( P a r t  I ,  A-B-C) and th e  o r a c l e  ( P a r t  I I ,  A ' - B ' - C ' )  b o th  b eg in  w i th  a 
l i s t  o f  seven f o r e ig n  n a t i o n s ,  A w i th  a l i s t  o f  t h e i r  gods ( v s .  6 ) ,
A' w i th  th e  o p p re s s o r  n a t i o n s  pe r  s e  ( v s s .  11 -1 2 a ) .  The two n a t i o n  
l i s t s  a r e  p a r t l y  p a r a l l e l ,  p a r t l y  d i f f e r e n t — a f e a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  be 
d e a l t  w i th  s e p a r a t e l y  be lo w . (2 )  P a r t s  I  and I I  a l s o  c lo s e  in  p a r a l -  
l e l  by u s in g  V O f l  tw ice  (C , C ')  in  a c o n f e s s i o n ,  and by c o n c lu d in g  
he m atching  s t r o p h e s  w ith  a co lon  c o n t a i n i n g  f lX  T l i y  w i th  DI i l 1 f o r  
d i r e c t  o b j e c t .  The f i r s t  c o n f e s s io n  i s  reg a rd ed  by th e  e d i t o r  as a 
sham; th e  second as  r e a l  ( c f .  v s s .  10b, 1 5 a ) .  The change in  I s r a e l ' s  
b e h a v io r  s t i m u l a t e s  th e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  Yahweh to  d e l i v e r .  (3 )  I n  the  
c e n te r  s t r o p h e s  (B, B ' ;  v s s .  6 b ,  13a) 3 . f y  and T i y  a re  p a i r e d  in  th e
1Hos 11 :8 -11 ;  2 :1 4 -2 3 .
2
Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  79, n o te s  th e  p a r a l l e l ,  bu t a t t r i b u t e s  th e  
d u a l i t i e s  to  a combining o f  two E p o r t i o n s ,  which a r e  not u n i f i e d .  
T h is  e x p la n a t io n  seems u n n e c e s s a ry .
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l e a d  c o la ;  a t h i r d  use o f  th e  p a i r  in  C ( v s .  10b) may be a c e n te r i n g  
d e v i c e .  B and B' focus on th e  Ammonite o p p r e s s io n ;^  o p p re s s io n  words 
a p p e a r  th ro u g h o u t  bo th  h a lv e s  in  B, B' and C, C ':  y y " ) ,  y y ~ 1  , 
yn*7 — v s s .  8, 12, and n ~ lY  , Vtfy—v s s .  9, 14, 1 6 .  (4)
Words f o r  I s r a e l ' s  o u tc ry  o cc u r  in  b o th  h a lv e s :  j>yt in  v s s .  10, 14; 
jtt/Yin v s .  12. The two p o r t i o n s  a r e  th u s  a r ran g e d  in  such  a way as  to  
be i n t e n t i o n a l l y  p a r a l l e l  to each  o t h e r .
2
One obv ious  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  tw o -p a r t  a r ran g em en t i s  t h a t  
t h e  p a s sa g e  on th e  whole i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  so t h a t  th e  o r a c l e  d i r e c t l y  
a d d r e s s e s  th e  s i t u a t i o n  I s r a e l  f a c e d .  The la n g u ag e  o f  one o f  th e  two 
p a r t s  h as  c l e a r l y  c o n s t r a in e d  t h a t  o f  th e  o t h e r  in  o rd e r  to  a c h ie v e  
t h i s  d e s c r i p t i v e  end. In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  in  o r d e r  to  show t h a t  th e  o r a ­
c l e  spoke d i r e c t l y  to  I s r a e l ' s  s i t u a t i o n  in  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r i t y ,  th e  
la n g u a g e  and th o u g h t - f lo w  o f  th e  two p a r t s  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  s e t  i n  
p a r a l l e l  u s in g  a p a t t e r n  o f  v e r b a l  r e p e t i t i o n s ,  w o rd / id e a  c l u s t e r s ,  
and a l l u s i v e  c o n n e c t io n s  between th e  p a r t s .  The p lacem en t o f  a con­
f e s s i o n  a t  th e  c l im ax  o f  b o th  p a r t s ,  one sham, one r e a l ,  em phasizes  
th e  t r e a t y  renew al of I s r a e l  so t h a t  Yahweh can  d e l i v e r  from both  
P h i l i s t i n e s  and Ammonites.
Two e lem en ts  o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  need f u r t h e r  a s s e s s m e n t :  ( 1 )  th e  
g o d / n a t i o n  l i s t s ;  and (2) th e  p o s s i b l e  re a s o n s  fo r  i n d i c a t i n g  here
* S o g g in ,  J u d g e s . p .  202, n o t e s  w ith  some p l a u s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  
Ammonite o p p r e s s io n  s t o r y  m ight have been in ten d ed  to  b eg in  h e r e .
2
Budde, R i c h t e r , pp .  79 -8 0 ,  s e t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y -  
c r i t i c a l  view of 10 :6 -16  i n  m o t io n ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  two v e r s i o n s  of E a r e  
j o i n e d .  The tw o - p a r t  s t r u c t u r e  su g g e s te d  h e re  p r e s e rv e s  a v a l i d  
i n s i g h t  in  t h i s  o l d e r  v iew , i . e . ,  t h e r e  i s  d u a l i t y  in  th e  p o r t i o n .  
R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h ,  p ass im , r e j e c t s  t h i s  form of s o u rc e  c r i t i c i s m ,  
b u t  does  not see  tw o -p a r t  co m p o s i t io n  in  any form. R a th e r  th e  second 
c o n f e s s i o n  s im ply  i n t e n s i f i e s  th e  r e q u e s t ,  c f .  R e t t e r b u c h . pp . 22 -2 3 .
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Chat Ammon's o p p re s s io n  pushed in to  th e  W est-Jo rd an  to  i n c lu d e  th e  
t r i b e s  o f  Ju d ah , B enjam in, and Ephraim ,
The god l i s t  (1 0 :6 )  and n a t i o n  l i s t  ( 1 0 : L1 b-L2a) a r e  as 
f o l l o w s :
The god l i s t  s p e c i f i e s  th e  f o r e ig n  d e i t i e s  I s r a e l  ad o p ted  
d u r in g  the  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d ;  th e  c o m b in a t io n  o f  d e i t i e s  and n a t i o n s  
a l r e a d y  in  th e  god l i s t  i t s e l f  i s  un ique  in  th e  whole o f  t h e  ju d g e
n a t i o n  l i s t  f a l l s  w i th in  t h e  o r a c l e  in  a k in d  o f  kerygma r e c i t a l  o f  
th e  n a t i o n s  from which Yahweh had d e l i v e r e d  I s r a e l .  Hence Egypt i s  
in c lu d e d  in  th e  l i s t ;  o th e rw is e  th e  two l i s t s  have ob v io u s  r e p e t i ­
t i o n s  m ing led  w ith  some d i f f e r e n c e s .  C l e a r l y  th e  number seven  con­
s t r a i n s  b o th  l i s t s .  A side from th e  r e f e r e n c e  to  B aals  and Ash- 
t a r o t h s ,  th e  god l i s t  i n d i c a t e s  n a t i o n a l  o r  e t h n i c  g o d s ,  so  t h a t  the  
two l i s t s  r e a l l y  a r e  dom inated  by n a t i o n a l / e t h n i c  i n t e r e s t s  r a t h e r  
th an  by t h e  m y th o lo g ic a l  o r  p o p u la r  p e r s o n a l  names o f  d e i t i e s .  T h is  
a lm ost  c e r t a i n l y  r e f l e c t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  l i s t i n g  t h e  n a t io n s  w ith  which
The G od/N ation  L i s t s
God L i s t  ( v s . 6 ) N a t io n  L i s t  ( v s s .  11-12)
T 3 T I ’‘ft1?*




m a t e r i a l  s i n c e  the  e d i t o r  u s u a l l y  k ep t  t h e s e  s e p a r a t e . ^  The s e p a r a t e
1R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h . p .  15.
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I s r a e l  has had to  d e a l  in her  s h o r t  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  th e  ex o d u s .
The l i s t s  co v e r  th e  powers o f  th e  book of Ju d g es .  The god
l i s t  ap p e a rs  to  have an o r d e r  c lo s e  to  th e  shape o f  th e  d e l i v e r e r
s t o r y  sequence o f  c h a p te r s  t h r e e  th rough  n in e  and e x te n d in g  beyond to
th e  y e t - to -c o m e  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  c o n f l i c t s ,  w h i le  th e  n a t io n
l i s t  in  th e  o r a c l e  a p p e a r s  to  be s u p p lem en ta ry ,  w i th  j u s t  enough
r e p e t i t i o n  to keep th e  two l i s t s  i n t e r l o c k e d .  In e f f e c t ,  e v e ry
d e i t y / n a t i o n  excep t Maon and S idon i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  in  th e
p a r t i c u l a r  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  o f  J u d g e s .  Egypt i s  n a t u r a l l y  to  be
ex c lu d e d ,  u n le s s  th e  co n t in u e d  E g y p tian  p re sen ce  in  P a l e s t i n e  u n t i l
about 1100 B.C. i s  f a i n t l y  echoed h e re  along w ith  th e  more d i r e c t
r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  exodus d e l i v e r a n c e . ^
S idon  may p l a u s i b l y  be tak en  to  r e f e r  to th e  n o r th e rn -m o s t  
2
o p p r e s s io n ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  o f  J a b i n  of Hazor (Judg  4 :2 )  and h i s  mer-
3
c e n a ry  S i s e r a  ( 4 : 2 ) .  The r e f e r e n c e  to Maon i s  more d i f f i c u l t  s in c e  
th e  M aon ites  a r e  o n ly  known from l a t e r  t im es  as a t r i b a l  g roup  l i v i n g
The h i s t o r y  and n a t u r e  o f  th e  E g y p t ian  p re sen ce  in  P a l e s t i n e  
i s  th o ro u g h ly  rev iew ed by J .  M. W feinstein , "The E g y p t ia n  Empire in  
P a l e s t i n e :  A R e a s s e s s m e n t ,” BASOR 241 (1 9 8 1 ) :1 -2 8 ;  i t  should  be 
s t r e s s e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an a l l u s i o n  t o  th e  con­
t in u e d  E g y p t ian  p re sen ce  i n  P a l e s t i n e  i s  v e ry  remote in d e e d .
2
W. L. Moran, "A S tudy o f  th e  Deuteronomic H i s t o r y , "  B i b l i c a ,  
46 (1 9 6 5 ) :2 2 7 ,  s u g g e s t s  t h i s  e q u a t io n ;  c f .  a l s o  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . pp. 
191-192, who t h in k s  t h a t  th e  synonym ity  o f  "Canaan” and "Sidon" (4 :2 )  
s u g g e s t s  a c o a l i t i o n  o f  s e a  p e o p l e s .  K eil  and D e l i t z s c h ,  p p .  374- 
376, a l s o  t h in k  Sidon*Canaan on th e  b a s i s  o f Judg  1 8 :7 ,  28 which 
assumes t h a t  S idon e x e rc i s e d  a s o r t  o f  p r o t e c t o r a t e  o v er  the  n o r th e r n  
t r i b a l  e lem e n ts  of s e t t l e m e n t  I s r a e l ;  he a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  may 
be a r e f e r e n c e  to  A s t a r t e  on th e  b a s i s  o f  1 Kgs 11 :5 .
3
V arious  a t t e m p ts  have been made to  d e a l  w i t h n “l£ 3 X n .  Burney 
th o u g h t  i t  m ight be a c o r r u p t i o n  o f  ( J u d g e s , p .  297); Moran,
p .  228, more r e c e n t l y  proposed t h a t  i t  i s  a c o r r u p t io n  o f  X1 . 
N e i th e r  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  co n v in c in g  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  p re ced in g  r e f e r ­
ence to  Egypt in  th e  sequence  o f  o p p r e s s i o n s / d e l i v e r a n c e s .
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to  th e  e a s t  of P e t r a  (2 Chr 2 0 : 1 ) .  Host e x p la n a t io n s  a r r i v e  aL th e  
same c o n c lu s io n ,  how ever,  in  c o r r e c t i n g  th e  t e x t  to  r e f e r  to Midian 
in  one way or a n o t h e r .*  The l e s s  favored  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  to s im p ly  
v iew i t  a s  a r e f l e c t i o n  of th e  l a t e r  e d i t o r i a l  hand o f  the a l l e g e d  
d eu te ro n o m iz in g  e n l a r g e r ;  b u t  even t h i s  e x p l a n a t io n  in v o lv e s  a p ro b ­
a b l e  a l l u s i o n  to  M id ia n .  I t  a p p e a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  
o f  th e  c o m p o s i t io n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  (1 0 :6 -1 6 )  was to  compre­
h e n s iv e ly  c a t a l o g  th e  d e i t y / o p p r e s s o r  Dowers o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  pe r iod  
of I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y .  But t h i s  has  been done in  such  a way as  to
( 1 ) keep t h i s  l i s t  d i s t i n c t  from th e  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  s i m i l a r  n a t io n  
l i s t  o f  3 :3  and (2) i n d i c a t e  what s t a g e  in  t h i s  h i s t o r y  th e  en su in g
*LXXA® have (<«*■ which Soggin ad o p ts  w i th o u t  comment
(J u d g e s , p .  2 0 2 ) .  But Cooke, p .  113, c o r r e c t l y  n o te s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
o bv ious  as  does  Moore ( p .  280); Moore n o n e th e l e s s  n o te s  as does 
Burney fo l lo w in g  him ( J u d g e s , p .  298) , t h a t  one m is se s  an expec ted  
r e f e r e n c e  to  M id ian ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  the  s t o r y  o f  G ideon . B o l in g ,  
J u d g e s ,  p .  192, i s  c o n t e n t  w ith  th e  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  Maon»Meunim o f
2 Chr 20: 1 and d e n o te s  a t r i b a l  group l i v i n g  n e a r  P e t r a  in  Edom; but 
B oling  goes f a r t h e r  when he p ro p o se s  t h a t  th e  M id ia n i t e s  a r e  to  be 
viewed as coming from th e  same g e n e r a l  r e g io n  (d epend ing  on V. Gold, 
"Meunim" IDB [1962] ,  3 :3 6 8 ) .  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  LXXM«(£iayt i s  an 
i n t e n t i o n a l  and c o r r e c t  seco n d ary  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  r e f e r r i n g  to  the  
l a r g e r  d e s e r t  c o n f e d e r a t io n  to  which Maon b e lo n g ed .  One m ight a l s o  
c o n s id e r  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a c o n fu s io n  o f  V  and "T in  th e  t r a n s ­
m is s io n  p ro c e s s  ( c f .  F . C ro s s ,  "The Development o f  Jew ish  S c r i p t s , "  
in  The B ib le  and th e  A n c ie n t  N ear  E a s t , e d . G. W right [Garden C i ty :  
D oubleday, 1 9 6 1 ] ,  pp. 170-264 , e s p e c i a l l y  F ig s .  1 - 4 ) .  Some o f  th e  
exam ples  in  C ross  show a v e r y  c l o s e  p ro x im i ty  o f  th e  two l e t t e r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  when th e  downward v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e  o f  ~T te n d s  to  vee r  
s l i g h t l y  t o  th e  l e f t  and th e  n o rm a lly  l e f t w a r d  v e r t i c a l  s t r o k e  o f  y  
te n d s  to  v e e r  to  th e  r i g h t  so a s  to  be a lm ost  p e r p e n d ic u la r  to  th e  
p la n e  o f  w r i t i n g :  * 7 ( y ) ,  ^  ( T ) . In  th e  H ero d ian  c u r s iv e  hand th e  J 
and ■» a r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r l y  formed as w e l l ,  c f .  C ro s s ,  "D evelopm ent,"  
F i g .  5. The e x p l a n a t io n s  a l l  p o in t  to  M idian on any r e c k o n in g .
Budde, R i c h t e r . p .  80 , p r e f e r s  a  t r a n s c r i p t i o n a l  e x p la n a t io n  in  which 
th e  fo rm ula  o f  6 :9  was once a c t u a l l y  p a r t  o f  th e  t e x t ,  a s  m ight be 
su g g es ted  by th e  a n a lo g y  o f  6 :9 ;  ^ ’yX ) DOJIX IX . . . Vyflcanx. A s c r i b e ' s  eye would have sk ipped  from th e  f i r s t  
over  th e  second □0J1X to  th e  second ) &  , th u s  d ro p p in g  out th e  v i t a l  
v e rb  o f  d e l i v e r a n c e .  T h is  s o l u t io n  a t  l e a s t  p ro p o se s  a t r a n s c r i p ­
t i o n a l  mechanism, even i f  i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  too  s p e c u l a t i v e  to  be 
r e a d i l y  a d o p te d .
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s t o r i e s  r e p r e s e n t ,  by im m ed ia te ly  fo c u s in g  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  Ammonite 
and P h i l i s t i n e  c o n f l i c t s  which a r e  y e t  to  come, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
t h a t  o f  th e  Ammonites ( v s s .  7 - 9 ,  1 6 b ) .
The Ammonite O p p re s s io n
Why does  th e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  focus  on th e  Ammonite o p p re s ­
s i o n  ex te n d in g  i t s e l *  i n t o  the  W est-Jo rdan  when th e  Je p h th a h  a c t i o n  
i s  l i m i t e d  to the  E a s t - J o r d a n ,  i . e . ,  d r i v i n g  back  th e  Ammonites?*
Budde su g g es ted  t h a t  s in c e  v s .  9 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  Ammonites 
o p p re s se d  Judah ,  Benjam in, and Ephraim , th e  term  "Sons of Ammon" must 
have been i n c l u s i v e  o f  P h i l i s t i n e s  s in c e  they  had a l r e a d y  been men­
t io n ed  t o g e th e r  in  v s .  7. The o p p r e s s io n  o f  t h e s e  W est-Jo rdan  t r i b e s
2
t h e r e f o r e  was connected  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s . "  Burney, how­
e v e r ,  r i g h t l y  n o t e s :  "That th e  E p h ra lm l te s  were a t  any r a t e  i n t e r ­
e s te d  p a r t i e s  i s  proved by th e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  c h a p .  1 2 :1 - 6 . " ^  T h is
s u g g e s t i o n  i s  h e l p f u l .  I t  has a l r e a d y  been no ted  t h a t  t h i s  p o r t i o n
has  a l a r g e  sweep h i s t o r i c a l l y .  I t  i s  a l s o  t r u e ,  as  Burney n o te d ,  
t h a t  th e  J e p h th ah  sequence i t s e l f  u l t i m a t e l y  r e t u r n s  to  Ephraim a t  
i t s  c o n c lu s i o n .  I t  i s  p l a u s i b l e  to s u g g e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  the  
m ention  of Ephraim he re  p re p a re s  f o r  th e  E p h ra im i te  p e r ic o p e  w i th  
which th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s  w i l l  c o n c lu d e ,  by s e t t i n g  up th e  f i r s t  s i d e  
o f  an i n c l u s i o .  T h is  s im p le  o b s e r v a t io n  and i t s  im p l i c a t io n s  i n v i t e
* R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h , p .  21, r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  the  i n t e n t i o n  o f  
v s .  9 i s  to  make c o n n e c t io n  w i th  c h a p s .  1 1 -1 2 :6 ;  however he views th e  
v e r s e  as  seco n d ary  to  th e  o r i g i n a l  D euteronom ic e d i t i n g ,  i . e . ,  i t  i s  
from th e  hand of a seco n d ary  e d i t o r .
2
Budde, R i c h t e r , p . 79.
3
Burney, J u d g e s . p . 296 .
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f u r t h e r  com parisons  a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e  in  t h i s  s t u d y .  E p h ra im 's  import 
h e r e  i s  th u s  more im m ed ia te ly  l i t e r a r y  th an  p u r e ly  h i s t o r i c a l .
I n t e r e s t  i n  Benjamin and Judah  m igh t be r e l a t e d  to  o t h e r  
though s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s ,  i . e . ,  to  th e  focus  on Benjamin and Ju d ah  in  
th e  m a t e r i a l  w i th  which Judges  ends in  c h a p s .  19 -2 1 . This  s u g g e s t io n  
i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  l a r g e  sweep o f  th e  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  in  10 :6-16  
as has been no ted  in  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  above. Judah  a l s o  a p p e a rs  in  
ch ap .  I o f  J u d g e s ,  in  ch a p .  3 (3 :7 -1 1  i n d i r e c t l y ) ,  and in  15 :9 -1 1 .  
Indeed t h e r e  i s  a  Judah  c e n t r a l i t y  in  t h e s e  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  book 
which fo c u se s  on th e  power o f  t h i s  t r i b e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e r e  i s  i n t e r ­
e s t  in  Benjamin i n  ch ap .  3 as w e ll  a s  in  c h a p s .  1 3 -2 1 ,  a l th o u g h  i t  
ap p e a rs  to  be o f  a d i f f e r e n t  hue th an  th e  i n t e r e s t  in  J u d a h ' s  power. 
Perhaps th e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of Benjamin in  Ju d g es  fo c u se s  on th e  
t r i b e ' s  w i ld n e s s  o r  v i o l e n c e .^  H ere too th e  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  t r i b e s  
i s  im m ed ia te ly  l i t e r a r y .
These o b s e r v a t io n s  f a v o r  B o l in g ' s  v iew  t h a t  th e  su b s ta n c e  o f  
ch ap s .  1, 19-21 i s  th e  l a t e s t  m a t e r i a l  to  be added to Judges (J u d g e s . 
pp. 2 9 -3 8 ) .  N e lso n ,  Double R e d a c t io n , pp .  4 3 -4 6 ,  f i n d s  th e  l a t e s t  
( E x i l i c  Era) e d i t o r ' s  work in  Judges  o n ly  in  2 :1 -5 ;  6 :7 -1 0 .  Both o f  
th e s e  views a r e  g e n e r a l l y  on the  r i g h t  t r a c k ,  a t  l e a s t  to  th e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  th e y  see  th e  p a t t e r n s  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  and d i s s i m i l a r i t y  which 
r e q u i r e  a d o p t io n  o f  some v iew  o f  a p ro c e s s  o f  e d i t o r i a l  re w o rk in g .
One has to  be s u s p i c i o u s ,  how ever, t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  w he ther one 
c o n c e iv e s  o f  a  s i n g l e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  (N oth) o r  a d u a l  
r e d a c t i o n  (N elson  and a long  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  g o ing  back  a t  
l e a s t  a s  f a r  as  A. Kuenen a c c o rd in g  to  N e lso n ,  Double R e d a c t io n , op .  
1 3 -2 8 ) ,  i s  c o n c e iv e d  more s i m p l i s t i c a l l y  th a n  i s  w a r ra n te d .  The 
p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r l a c e d  c o n c e p ts  and i n t e r e s t s  must a l s o  i n c lu d e  a t  
l e a s t  10 :6 -16  a d d i t i o n a l l y .  But th e  i n t e r e s t  in  Judah  and Benjamin 
as w e l l  as  Ephraim in  th e  e n d - f r a m e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  10 :6 -16  i s  puz­
z l in g  i f  t h e  f i n a l  d a t e  i s  a s  l a t e  as  N elson  and o t h e r s  t h i n k .  The 
p a t t e r n s  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  th u s  f a r  r a i s e  r e a s o n a b l e  d o u b t  abou t d u a l  
r e d a c t i o n  e v id e n c e s  in  Judges  a t  l e a s t ;  b u t  a s i n g l e  Deuteronom ic 
r e d a c t i o n  w i th  i n t e r e s t  i n  J u d a h ,  B enjam in, and E phra im , t r e a t y  
b reach  p r o b la n s ,  p rophecy , and a l l - I s r a e l  u n i t y  lo o k s  p l a u s i b l e  a t  a 
much e a r l i e r  s t a g e ,  i . e . ,  a s  D avis s u g g e s t e d ,  d u r in g  th e  e a r l y  y e a rs  
o f  t h e  monarchy. The a p p a r e n t l y  l a t e  form o f  t h e  " p a p e r  and in k ” 
o r a c l e s  examined above a p p e a rs  to  be a problem  to  such  a t im e o f
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C o n c lu s io n
The p o r t i o n  10:6-16  has some l i k e n e s s e s  to  th e  o th e r  i n t r o ­
d u c to r y  p o r t i o n  ( 2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 ) .  However, i t  i s  more l i k e  th e  s t o r y  mar­
g in  framework p o r t i o n s .  I t  i s  p ro b ab ly  to  be viewed as o r i g i n a t i n g  
i n  th e  same e d i t o r i a l  p ro c e ss  as th e  framework p o r t i o n s ,  though very  
d i f f e r e n t  from a n y th in g  e l s e  in  J u d g e s .  As Boling n o t e s ,  " i t  i s  a 
p ie c e  w i th o u t  p a r a l l e l . ” * I t s  e d i t o r i a l  o r i g i n  could be s e p a r a b le  
from t h a t  o f  th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  2 :1 1 -3 :6  or e lem e n ts  o f  t h i s  
p a s s a g e .  While d i s t i n c t i v e ,  i t s  e d i t o r  sought l i n k s  w ith  th e  
R e t t e r b u c h .
S u b s t a n t i a l  ev id en ce  has been p re s e n te d  t h a t  one of th e  func­
t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  was to  b eg in  th e  Jep h th ah  s e r i e s ,  n o t  m ere ly  as  
a g e n e r a l  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  n e x t  sequence  o f  d e l i v e r e r  s to ­
r i e s  an a lo g o u s  to  th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  2 : 1 1 - 3 : 6 ,  b u t  as  th e  
f i r s t  o f  s e v e r a l  Ammonite o p p r e s s i o n / d e l i v e r e r  p e r ic o p a e  a t ta c h e d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  J e p h th a h .  As an i n t r o d u c t i o n  however,  i t  h as  e l e ­
ments o f  n a r r a t i v e ,  i . e . ,  p l o t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t e n s io n  and r e s o l u t i o n  
in  two p a r t s .  Form c r i t i c a l l y ,  i t  m igh t be a d v i s a b le  to  c a l l  t h i s
p o r t i o n  “r e r ’.n tan ce  n a r r a t i v e , "  fo l lo w in g  th e  n o m en c la tu re  o f  J .
2
W ilcoxen, s i n c e  i t  i s  n a r r a t i v e - l i k e  and i t s  c h i e f  m o t i f / o b j e c t i v e  
i s  r e p e n ta n c e .
T h is  e s t i m a t e ,  however, i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  e x p la in  th e
c o m p o s i t io n  f o r  th e  f i n a l  r e d a c t io n  o f  th e  whole, how ever. T h ere  is  
w idesp read  ev id en ce  t h a t  Benjamin in  t h e  a n c i e n t  Near East d en o ted  a 
w i ld  o r  v i o l e n t  t r i b a l  ty p e .
*B o ling ,  J u d g e s . p .  192; f o r  o t h e r  summary o u t l i n e s  o f  th e  
d i s t i n c t l v e s  s e e ,  e . g . ,  S ogg in ,  J u d g e s . p .  203; R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h . 
pp .  8 8 -8 9 ,  13 -2 3 .
^W ilcoxen, p .  97.
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sweeping overv iew  s ta t e m e n t s  o f  th e  p o r t i o n .  I t  t a k e s  i n t o  i t s
pu rv iew  b o th  th e  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s i o n s ,  and c o n ta in s
tw in  l i s t s  o f  d e i t y / n a t i o n s  which a l l u r e d / o p p r e s s e d  I s r a e l  d u r in g  the
e n t i r e  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d .  I t  a l s o  c o n ta in s  m ention  o f  Ammon's
o p p r e s s io n  o f  J u d a h ,  Benjam in , and Ephra im , as  w e l l  a s  o f  th e  E a s t -
J o rd a n  t r i b e s .  T h is  means t h a t  th e  p e r ic o p e  has i t s  focus  on many
a s p e c t s  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  b o th  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and l i t e r a r i l y .  I t  i s
a p p r o p r i a t e  to  c a l l  t h i s  a second i n t r o d u c t i o n  i f  i t  i s  p ro p e r ly
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from th e  scope and d e t a i l  o f  th e  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,
and i f  i t  i s  co n ce iv ed  o f  as  f u n c t io n in g  s im u l t a n e o u s ly  in  b o th  a
long  and s h o r t  p e r s p e c t i v e  in  i t s  own way.''
The o r a c l e  embedded in  v s s .  11-14 may be p l a u s i b l y  viewed as
th e  b e s t  g u id e  to  the  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e .  I t  i s  a judgment
speech  o f  th e  p r o p h e t i c  l a w s u i t  t y p e ,  and t h a t  ty p e  o f  H"1"! whose
2
i n t e n t  i s  to  w arn ,  th u s  a im ing a t  a change o f  mind ( r e p e n t a n c e ) .
T h is  e lem ent in  t h e  p e r ic o p e  marks a n o th e r  d i s t i n c t i v e .  The frame­
work p o r t i o n s  o f  Judg 3 -9  do no t  f e a t u r e  r e p e n t a n c e .  They r a t h e r  
f e a t u r e  I s r a e l ' s  c r i e s  f o r  h e lp  and Yahweh's r e s p o n s e .  The o r a c l e  
a c h ie v e s  i t s  g o a l  and a r e f o rm a t io n  o c c u rs  in  which I s r a e l  p u ts  away 
i t s  i d o l s .  The way i s  now open f o r  Yahweh to  d e l i v e r  from Ammon and
3
th e  P h i l i s t i n e s .  A l a r g e r  p a t t e r n  o f  o r a c l e s  e x i s t s ,  however, in  
J u d g e s .  Four can be i d e n t i f i e d  in  framework and i n t r o d u c t i o n
^ R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h . pp . 13-23, n o te s  t h a t  th e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  
p e r ic o p e  i s  to  deepen t h e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  fram ework.
2
F o r  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  th e  3 )y / (  " r e t u r n  to  Yahweh” ) theme in  
th e  D e u te ro n o ra is t ic  H i s to r y  see  H. W. W c l f f , "The Kerygma o f  th e  
D euteronom ic H i s t o r i c a l  Work," ZAW 73 (1 9 6 1 ) :1 7 1 -1 8 6 .
3
So R i c h t e r ,  R e t t e r b u c h . p .  8 9 .
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m a t e r i a l  in  a d d i t i o n  to  o r a c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  o f  o t h e r  ty p e s  a p p e a r in g  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  pre -m onarchy  age  e v e n t s .  B reach  o f  t r e a t y  th ro u g h  
i d o l a t r y  i s  th e  b a s i c  problem a d d re s s e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e s e  o r a c l e  
p i e c e s .  Such a n o t i o n  ap p e a rs  t o  be th e  b a s i c  t h e o l o g i c a l  co n c e p t io n  
g u id in g  th e s e  fo u r  o r a c l e  p a s sa g e s  i n c l u d i n g  1 0 :6 -1 6 .  T h is  e d i t o r i a l  
e th o s  was co n cern ed  about th e  i n s t a b i l i t i e s  o f  t r e a t y  d i s l o y a l t y  
p ro b le m s .
The o r a c l e  o f  10: 11-14 and th e  b r i e f  m a t e r i a l  p r e l im in a r y  to  
i t  ( 10: 6- 10) a r e  composed in  p a r a l l e l  u s in g  a sy s tem  o f  i n t e r lo c k e d  
v e r b a l  and th o u g h t  p a r a l l e l s .  The two segm ents  o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  
t h e r e f o r e  a r e  c o m p o s i t io n a l ly  r e l a t e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  im p o ss ib le  
to  t e l l  w hich e x i s t e d  f i r s t  and thus c o n s t r a in e d  th e  co m p o s i t io n  o f  
th e  o t h e r .  P erhaps  no f i r s t  e x i s t e n c e  o f  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  sh o u ld  be 
su p p o sed .  The most im p o r ta n t  p a r a l l e l s  betw een  th e  two h a lv e s  a re  
th e  open ing  god l i s t  o f  v s .  6 which i s  p a r a l l e l e d  in  th e  open ing  na­
t i o n s  l i s t  o f  v s .  11, and th e  c l i m a c t i c  d o u b le  c o n f e s s io n  o f  which 
th e  f i r s t  i s  viewed as  a sham w h i le  th e  second i s  r e a l .  Of t h e s e ,  
th e  c o n f e s s io n  i s  im p o r ta n t  a s  a c lu e  to  i n t e n t .  The g o d /n a t io n  
l i s t s  a r e  im p o r ta n t  as  a way to  keep t h i s  new i n t r o d u c t i o n  d i s t i n c t  
and to  i n d i c a t e  a t  what s t a g e  in  th e  p re -m o n arch y  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d  
th e  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  d e l i v e r a n c e  beg an .  Thus th e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  
c h r o n o l o g i c a l ,  and r e p e n ta n c e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  c o r r e l a t e .
At t h i s  s t a g e  in  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  d e l i v e r a n c e  became p o s s i b l e  by renew al 
o f  t r e a t y  l o y a l t y  t o  Yahweh th ro u g h  r e p e n ta n c e  and a c t u a l  change.
This p e r ic o p e  t h e r e f o r e  can o n ly  be u n d e r s to o d  i f  i t  i s  viewed as 
e x p r e s s in g  m u l t i p l e  i n t e r e s t s  and f u n c t i o n s , some b ro a d ,  some im­
m ed ia te  ( Jephthah/Ammon).
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Thus w h i le  one p r im ary  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  l i e s  in  i t s  
co m b in a t io n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l - t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  i t  a l s o  has immedi­
a t e  l i t e r a r y  f u n c t i o n s  sr.d i m p l i c a t i o n s .  These may be summarized as 
f o l l o w s :
1. The p e r ic o p e  opens th e  Ammonite o p p r e s s i o n  s e r i e s  and
t h e r e f o r e  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s  to  f o l lo w .  A f te r  th e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s ,
Ammon d o es  n o t  r e a p p e a r  in  the  p r e -D a v id ic  m a t e r i a l  o f  J u d g e s - l  Sam
12 e x c e p t  in  1 Sam 11-12. Here a n o th e r  b lo c k  of Ammonite o p p r e s s io n
n a r r a t i v e  o c c u r s .  T h is  fo cu s  on Ammon i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  by a Hebrew
t e x t  o f  1 Sam 11 found a t  Qumran c o n t a i n i n g  fo u r  a d d i t i o n a l  l i n e s  o f
2
i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  e l e v e n t h  c h a p te r  (4QSam ) .  The l i n e s  s t r e s s  th e  
b r u t a l i t y  o f  th e  Ammonite o c c u p a t io n  of I s r a e l i t e  J a b e sh  G i le a d .*
The p lacem en t o f  t h i s  Ammonite m a t e r i a l  h e r e  may be a c l o s u r e  on an 
o r i g i n a l  b lo c k  o f  A m m o n i te -P h i l i s t in e  o p p r e s s io n  s t o r i e s  which made 
up a second book o f  ju d g e  t a l e s  from the  p re -m onarchy  p e r i o d .
2. I t  i n t r o d u c e s  a second m ajor  s t a g e  in  t h e  l i t e r a r y  r e ­
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r& -m onarch ia l  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d  as co n ce iv ed  by 
J u d g e s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  l a s t  o r  A m m o n i te -P h i l i s t in e  o p p re s s io n  s t a g e .
S in c e  th e  Ammonite—P h i l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s io n  i s  v i s i b l e  in to  th e  book o f  
Samuel, i t  i s  p l a u s i b l e  to  h y p o th e s iz e  a second c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d e l i v ­
e r e r  s t o r i e s ,  fo c u sed  around th e  o p p r e s s io n s  o f  t h e s e  two n a t i o n s  
a long  w i th  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s e v e r a l  ju d g e s  d u r in g  t h i s  segment o f
*F. C r o s s , J r . ,  "The Ammonite O p p re s s io n  o f  th e  T r ib e s  o f  Gad 
and Reuben: M is s in g  V erses  from 1 Samuel 11 Found i n  4QSam ," in  The 
Hebrew and G reek  T e x t s  of Sam uel . 1980 P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  O rg a n iz a t io n  of S e p tu a g in t  and Cognate S tu d i e s ,  ed . E. Tov 
( J e r u s a l e m ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  Dp.  105-119. A. R o fe ,  "The A c ts  o f  Nahash ac c o rd ­
ing to  4QSam ,"  IEJ 32 (1 9 8 2 ) :1 2 9 -1 3 3 ,  how ever,  a rg u es  a g a in s t  C ross 
t h a t  d e s p i t e  s u p p o r t  in  Jo sep h u s  a l s o ,  t h e  p o r t i o n  must be c o n s id e r e d  
s e c o n d a r y .
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th e  h i s t o r y ,  i . e . ,  J e p h th a h ,  Samson, E l i ,  and Samuel. In p r i n c i p l e  
t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  r e t u r n s  to  an e a r l i e r  v iew  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
1 0 :6 -1 6 ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  o f  Moore and Burney. They saw th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  10 :6-16  might p o i n t  to  a f u r t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o p p r e s s io n  mate­
r i a l  o r  j u d g e - s t o r i e s  now p re s e rv e d  in  p a r t  in  Judg  10-16 and in  p a r t  
in  1 Sam 1 -1 2 .  T h is  i m p l i c a t io n  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  10 :6 -16  h as  a b ea r ­
ing on th e  a t t e m p t  below to  s u g g e s t  th e  b o o k 's  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p ro c e s s  
( c h a p .  8 ) .
3. The p e r ic o p e  i n i t i a t e s  a s e r i e s  o f  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  th e  
re m a in in g  Jephthah/Am m onite and P h i l i s t i n e  s t o r i e s ,  and w i th  o th e r  
s t o r i e s  r e f l e c t i n g  J u d ah  and Benjamin t r i b a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The 
l a t t e r  i n t e r e s t s  ap p e a r  in  th e  e a r l y  and l a t e r  c h a p te r s  o f  J u d g e s .
I f  t h e s e  l i t e r a r y  i m p l i c a t i o n s  l i e  in  the  rea lm  o f  th e  r e a l ,  
however, th e y  a l s o  imply t h a t  t h i s  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  marks a p o in t  
where an a p p r e c i a b l e  l i t e r a r y  change  from th e  o r i g i n a l  form o f  th e  
o p p r e s s i o n / d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  began ,  and from which th e  p r e s e n t  ( f i ­
n a l )  form of th e  book o f  Judges  em erged .  The rem a in d er  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  
w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  a s s e s s  t h i s  developm ent as  i t  emerged in  th e  f i n i s h e d  
J u d g e s ,  by exam ining  the  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s  more c a r e f u l l y ,  and by u l t i ­
m a te ly  a t t e m p t in g  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  i n t e r e s t s  which produced t h i s  r e v i ­
s i o n .
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CHAPTER I I I
THE RISE OF JEPHTHAH (10:17-11:11)
A n a ly s is  o f  th e  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  10:6-16 su g g es ted  a tw o -p a r t  
n a r r a t i v e  p o r t i o n  w ith  th e  co n c ep ts  a r ran g e d  in  r e p e t i t i v e  p a r a l l e l  
c l im axed  by a c o n c lu s io n .  The m a t e r i a l  was governed by an o r a c l e ;  i t  
c o n ta in s  a p p a re n t  n a r r a t i v e  frag m en ts  o f  th e  Ammonite o p p re s s io n  and 
o t h e r  n a r r a t i v e - l i k e  e le m e n ts .
With the  s t o r y  of th e  R ise  o f  J e p h th a h  ( 1 0 :1 7 - 1 1 :1 1 ) ,  one 
e n c o u n te r s  th e  f i r s t  o f s e v e r a l  p o r t i o n s  which may more c o n f id e n t ly  
be c a l l e d  " n a r r a t i v e ” o r  " s t o r y . ” F ig .  3 i s  an a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  n a r ­
r a t i v e  showing i t s  r h e t o r i c a ,  as a n a ly z ed  h e r e .  The i n c l u s i o n  of 
10 :8 -9  in  th e  a n a l y s i s  seemed d e s i r a b l e  in  o r d e r  to  e x h i b i t  th e  pro­
posed th e o ry  of e d i t o r i a l  rew ork ing  r e q u ir e d  by ex am in a tio n  of rhe­
t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .
C r i t i c a l  S tudy
The only  s u b s t a n t i a l  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  of R i c h t e r .*  
R i c h t e r  saw th e  p ie c e  not as  a r h e t o r i c a l l y  b a lanced  work of n a r ­
r a t i v e  a r t ,  but as a c o n g e r ie s  of sm all  u n i t i e s  and v a r io u s  d i s u n i ­
t i e s .  (1 )  The most s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  u n i f i e d  p ie c e  i s  1 1 :5 b—1 1 :11a ( l i b  
in  th e  above a n a l y s i s ) .  (2 ) 10 :18 , 11: l b - 2a ,  A, l i b  (my 11c) have 
e x p e r ie n c e d  g l o s s i n g .  (3 )  P o r t i o n s  of th e  p r e s e n t  10 :17-18 have been
* R ic h te r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp. 495-499 .
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and they crushed and oppressed the  c h i ld re n  of  I s ra e l  t h a t  y ea r .
For e lqh teen  y ea rs  they oppressed 
a l l  th e  people  t h a t  were beyond th e  Jordan
In th e  land o f  the  Amorltes, which I s  In G ilead .
9
C? And the  Ammonites crossed  the  Jordan
to f l q h t  a lso  a q a ln s t  Judah and a g a in s t  Beniamin and a g a in s t  the  house 
of Ephraim; 
so t h a t  I s r a e l  was s o re ly  d i s t r e s s e d .
A  ̂ Then th e  Ammonites were c a l l e d  to  arms, and they  encamped In G ilead; 
and th e  people  o f  I s r a e l  cane t o q e th e r ,  and they encamped a t  HIzpah.
18
D And the  p eo p le ,  th e  le a d e rs  o f  G ilead ,  sa id  one to  an o th e r ,
"Wio Is  th e  man th a t  w i l l  beqln
to f l q h t  a q a ln s t  the  Ammonites? He s h a l l  be head over a l l  the  
In h a b i ta n t s  o f  G i le a d ."
[Now Jephthah th e  G i le a d i t e  was a rnlqhty w a r r io r ,  but he was th e  son o f  a h a r l o t .  
Gilead was the  f a th e r  o f  Jeph thah .  1
E ^And G i le a d ' s  wife a l s o  bore him sons; 
and when h i s  w i f e ' s  sons qrew up, 
they  t h r u s t  Jephthah o u t ,
and sa id  to  him, "You s h a l l  not I n h e r i t  In our f a t h e r s  house; 
fo r  you a re  th e  son of  ano ther  woman.”
F ^Then Jephthah f led  from h is  b r o t h e r s ,  and dw elt  In th e  land 
of Tob;
and w o r th le s s  fe l low s  c o l l e c t e d  around Jep h th ah ,  and went 
ra ld in q  with him.
ft
G 5A fte r  a time th e  Ammonites made war a g a in s t  I s r a e l .
G' And when the Ammonites made war a q a ln s t  I s r a e l ,
F' th e  e ld e r s  o f  Gilead went to  b rlnq  Jephthah  from the  land o f  
6 T° b ;
and they sa id  to  Jep h th ah ,  "Come and be our l e a d e r ,  t h a t  we 
may f lq h t  with th e  Ammonites."
E' ^But Jephthah said to  th e  e ld e r s  o f  G ilead ,
"Old you not h a te  me,
and d r i v e  me ou t  o f  my f a t h e r ' s  house?
*hy have you come to  me now when you are  In t ro u b le ?
£
O' And th e  e l d e r s  o f  Gilead said  to  Jeph th ah ,
"That Is  why we have re tu rn ed  to  you now, t h a t  you may ao with us 
and f l q h t  with th e  Ammonites, and be our head over a l l  the  
I n h a b i ta n t s  of G i le a d .”
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n m  »jf7t at/ nno’ tjm  a' 
i , r̂r71 k/vV7 on,“7u mix nun i/vum 
nosm run* n07 i nm  *73 ix nno* nxi’ i
F ig .  3 a .  R h e t o r i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  Hebrew t e x t  o f  Judg  1 1 :1 -1 1  
( i n c l u d i n g  1 0 :8 - 9 ;  1 7 -1 8 ) .




C' Jephthah said to  the e ld e r s  o f  G ilead ,
" I f  you b r ln o  me home aaaln to f l a h t  with the  Ammonites,
and the LOAD a Ives  them over to  me,
I w il l  be you- head."
in
And th e  e ld e r s  o f  Gilead said to  Oephthah,
"The LORO w il l  be w itness  between us:  
we w i l l  su re ly  do as you say ."
So Dephthah went with th e  e ld e r s  o f  G ilead ,
and the  people made him head and le ad e r  over them;
and Sephthah spoke a l l  h i s  words b e fo re  the  LORD at Mlzpah .
F la .  3b. Enqllsh te x t  o f  Oudq 11:1-11 (RSV; Includ lnq  10:8-9, ;7 - ;8 )
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removed from t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  between 11:5a  and 1 1 : 5b , where they  
o r i g i n a l l y  s tood  as p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i ld -u p  o f  A m m o n ite /G ilead ite  
n a r r a t i v e  t e n s i o n s .  For R i c h t e r ,  one c r i t e r i o n  f o r  g l o s s e s  i s  th e  
p re s e n c e  o f  " a l l - I s r a e l "  c o n c e p t s ,  which a re  w ide ly  re g a rd e d  as  l a t e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  i n s e r t i o n s .  A no ther  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  
d e c i s i o n s  i s  th e  presumed s t o r y  s u p p le m e n ta t io n  o f  an o r i g i n a l  fa m ily  
q u a r r e l  w i th  an Ammonite c o n f l i c t  i n t e r e s t .  As w i l l  be seen  in  the 
d i s c u s s i o n  below, th e  new a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  m a te r i a l  on a r h e t o r i c a l -  
c r i t i c a l  b a s i s  i s  p a r t i a l l y  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  R i c h t e r ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  and 
i s  p a r t i a l l y  in  s u p p o r t  o f  i t .
R i c h t e r  seems c o n te n t  to  c a l l  t h i s  s im p ly  a n a r r a t i v e  ch a r ­
a c t e r i z e d  by t e n s i o n s ,  w ith  c l i m a c t i c  r e s o l u t i o n  a t  11 :11 .  The te n ­
s io n s  a r e  c r e a te d  by d u a l i t i e s  such as th e  Ammon/Gilead and J e p h th a h /  
b r o t h e r s  c o n f l i c t s ,  w h i le  r e s o l u t i o n  moves in  th e  s p h e re  o f  G i l e a d i t e  
p r i d e  t h a t  one o f  t h e i r  own to o k  d e c i s i v e  ch a rg e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  corr- 
f l  i c t . 1
L im its  and I n t e g r i t y  of th e  P e r i c o p e
The c e n t e r  of th e  p assag e  may be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  v s s .  4-5 (G,
G ')  where th e  s t o r y  re a c h e s  i t s  r h e t o r i c a l - s t r u c t u r a l  c l im ax ,  though
no t i t s  p lo t  c l im ax . The a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  th e  p assag e  as a whole
shows t h a t  t h i s  c e n t e r  i s  n o t  o f  th e  " c e n t r a l  th o u g h t"  o r  "main
2p o in t  t y p e ,  b u t  of th e  t u r n i n g  p o in t  t y p e .  In th e  d i s c u s s i o n  
below on s t r u c t u r e ,  com plem enting s t r o p h i c  a r ran g e m e n ts  a r e  i d e n t i ­
f ie d  and d i s c u s s e d .
l I b i d . ,  pp . 500 -5 0 3 .
2
So Radday, p .  51.
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The end l i m i t  o f  th e  p o r t i o n  can be d e te rm in e d  by th e  c l i ­
m ac t ic  and r e s o l u t i o n a r v  c h a r a c t e r  o f  11 :11 .*  Here th e  t e n s i o n s  o f  
th e  s t o r y  i n  v s s .  1-10 a r e  r e s o lv e d :  ( I )  th e  c o n f l i c t  w i th  th e  
" b r o t h e r s ” ( a l s o  c a l l e d  " e l d e r s " )  i s  r e s o lv e d ;  (2 ) th e  problem of a 
V /X ~ )  f o r  G ilead  a g a i n s t  th e  Ammonites i s  r e s o lv e d ;  and (3 )  the  
m a t e r i a l  from v s s .  12 onward has i t s  own i n t e r n a l  p u rp o se s  and 
s t r u c t u r e ,  showing ev id en c e  o f  b e ing  a d i s c r e t e  b lo c k  in  i t s  own 
r i g h t .
The p e r i c o p e ' s  p o in t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  i s  a p ro b lem . N a r r a t i v e
symmetry can be d e t e c t e d  from 10:17 th ro u g h  11:11 as th e
?
t e x t  e x h i b i t  F ig .  3 s u g g e s t s . -  11:9-11 h as  many r e p e t i t i o n s  and 
n a r r a t i v e  l in k -w o rd s  w i th in  i t s  own te n  c o la ;  and th ey  a r e  a r ran g e d  
i n  t h e i r  own d i s t i n c t i v e  s e a u e n c e .  But one canno t  d e t e c t  p a r a l l e l s  
in  a smooth m atch ing  sequence  o f  d i s c r e t e  c o la  in  t h e  o p en in g  por­
t i o n s .  The a n a l y s i s  ( F i g .  3) i s  in te n d e d  to  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  th e  
e d i t o r  who composed 10:6-16  has p e rh ap s  used th e  f i r s t  s e v e r a l  l i n e s  
o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  p e r ic o p e  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  R i s e ,  by removing some b i t s
and p ie c e s  on the  Ammonite w ar, and r e c a s t i n g  them in  1 0 :8 -9 ,  17,
3
where th e  Ammonite o p p re s s io n  i s  i n t r o d u c e d .  T h is  e d i t o r i a l  move 
se rv ed  to  bond th e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  the  A m m onite /Jephthah
*There i s  s c a r c e l y  any d i s a g r e e m e n t ;  R i c h t e r  c l e a r l y  
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h i s  in  h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  " ( j b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ,"  pp .  501-502 .
2
O tto s s o n ,  p .  161, r e c o g n iz e s  th e  l in k -w o rk  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  
i D l .  He a l s o  n o te s  O V a s  a n o th e r  p o s s i b l e  l in k -w o rd  used fo r  
sy m m etr ica l  co m p o s i t io n  in  10:18 and 1 1 :1 1 .  I t  ap p e a rs  s t r a n g e ,  how­
e v e r ,  t h a t  he does  no t n o te  o t h e r  obv ious  p o s s i b l e  e lem e n ts  o f  sym­
m e try ,  i . e . ,  i n  t h e  p assag e  as a w h o le .
3
S o g g in , J u d g e s , p. 202; O t to s s o n ,  p .  156, a l s o  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  
problem of v s s .  17-18: " I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  
p a r t s  o f  v s s .  17-18 belonged to  a n o th e r  c o n te x t  b e f o r e  th e  D eu te ro n -  
om is t  composed h i s  m a t e r i a l . "
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s e r i e s .  The L a rg e s t  amount of  e d i t o r i a l  b reak -u p  i s  in  th e  circum­
s t a n t i a l  l e a d - i n  p o r t i o n  ( " e x p o s i t i o n " )  o f  t h e  R ise  o f  J e p h th ah  
s t o r y .  The p e r ic o p e  i s  r e t a i n e d  i n t a c t  more f u l l y  a t  th e  p o in t  where 
i t  moves i n t o  th e  s e t - u p  of t e n s i o n s  and i s  r e t a i n e d  b e s t  th ro u g h  th e  
p o r t i o n s  which move toward r e s o l u t i o n ,  i . e . ,  a f t e r  1 1 :5 a .*
The m atch ing  u se s  o f  " a t  Mizpah" a t  10:17b and 1 1 :1 1 c ,  (A, A ')  
t o g e t h e r  w i th  a few o t h e r  l in k -w o rd  co r re sp o n d e n c e s  ( j i a y ' n ,  u n 1?),  
g iv e  some ev id en ce  o f  symmetry; th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  c o la  and s t r o p h e s  
from 1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :8  a l s o  s u g g e s ts  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  But th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  
m a t e r i a l  in  11:9-11 (C '  B' A ')  i s  no t a p p r o p r i a t e l y  matched in  th e  
open ing  s t r o p h e s  o r  c o la  ( ? ,  C?, A). This i s  a p ro b a b le  c lu e  t h a t  
th e  o r i g i n a l  p e r ic o p e  had more s t r o p h e s  and c o la  b e f o r e  th e  p re s e n t  
10:17 th a n  have s u rv iv e d  in  th e  p r e s e n t  t e x t .  The above e d i t o r i a l  
t h e o r y  s u g g e s t s  an e x p la n a t io n  fo r  t h i s  im b a lan ce ;  a t  th e  same tim e 
i t  a c c o u n ts  f o r  the  p re sen ce  o f  n a r r a t i v e  e lem e n ts  on th e  Ammonite 
o p p r e s s io n  and war in  th e  o th e r w is e  g e n e ra l  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p e r i c o p e ,  
1 0 :6 -1 6 .
The f a c t  t h a t  th e  v e rb a l  r e p e t i t i o n s  c r e a t i n g  l i n k a g e  between 
th e  two s t r o p h e s  r e p re s e n te d  by 10:18 and 11: 8 , o c c u r  in  t h e  t h i r d  
c o l a  in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t r o p h e s  (1 0 :1 8 c ;  11: 8 c) shows t h a t  the 
c o m p o s i t io n a l  p ro c e s s  was in f lu e n c e d  by th e  n o t io n  t h a t  l in k -w o rd s  
a t  t im es  be  p lace d  n e a r  o r  a t  th e  end of t h e i r  s t r o p h e s / c o l  a .  I f  
t h i s  i s  so w i th  10:18 and 11: 8 , t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  to  s u s p e c t  th e  same 
w i t h  " i n  M izpah ."  The p a t t e r n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  and l a s t
* R ic h te r  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp. 500-503;
R i c h t e r ,  however, t h i n k s  th e  p r e s e n t  10 :17-18 have been removed from 
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  1 1 :5 a ;  t h i s  i s  n o t  c o m p a t ib le  w ith  the 
a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s te d  h e r e .
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th r e e  s t r o p h e s ,  t s  as  fo l low s w i th  t h e  c l i m a x / l i n k  a t  th e  end o f  t h e  
s e r i e s  ( " i n v e r s i o n " ? ) .
-■ C?
F i r s t  c lim ax  ( " a t  M izpah") ^
-  C'
— B'
L a s t  c l im ax  ( " a t  M izpah") . A '
T h is  a n a l y s i s  te n d s  to  a g ree  w i th  R ic h te r  t h a t  th e  t e x t  i s
rough in  i t s  e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n s ,  and e x h i b i t s  s i g n s  o f  some kind o f
e d i t o r i a l  reworking in to  i t s  f i n a l  form, perhaps  from o r i g i n a l  ma­
t e r i a l  e a r l i e r  a t t a c h e d  to  th e  s t o r y - s h a p e  as i t  i s  now p re se rv e d  i n  
1 1 :1 -1 1 ,  and most f u l l y  in  v s s .  4 -  o r  5 -1 1 .  That 10 :17-18  a r e  a 
( l a t e )  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  a d d i t i o n  c a n n o t  be e s t a b l i s h e d . ' '
S t r u c t u r e  and F o c i  
The C en te r  P a i r  ( l l : 4 - 5 a ;  G, G ')
LXX A and B d i v i d e  on the  d o u b le  "'TPl c o l a .  A lex an d rin u s  
r e f l e c t s  th e  MT w i th  th e  b ic o lo n  as  i s .  Codex V a tica n u s  (B) a p p e a rs  
to  have been unaware o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  two c o la  
as found in  MT v s .  4 ,  and b eg in s  w i th  t h e  co lo n  r e p re s e n te d  in  
5 a .  B o l in g ,  fo l lo w in g  th e  r e c e n t  t e x t  c r i t i c a l  tendency  to  f a v o r
^ O t to s s o n ,  p .  156, a p p e a ls  to  W *  1 V /X  ( 10: 18b)
fo r  a D e u te ro n o m is t ic  c o n n e c t io n ;  t h e  e x p r e s s io n  o ccu rs  e ls e w h e re  
o n ly  i n  th e  Deuteronomy war r u l e s  (D eut 20);  bu t  t h i s  can n o t  be 
d e c i s i v e  as ev id en ce  fo r  D euteronom ic o r  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  e d i t i n g .  
O t to s s o n ,  how ever,  a l s o  n o te s  t h a t  v s s .  17-18 c o n ta in  co n c ep ts  
a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  th e  Jep h th ah  t r a d i t i o n s ,  p o in t in g  to  s ix  examples o f  
w o rd s ,  p h r a s e s ,  and co n cep ts  in  v s s .  17-18 w i t h  d i r e c t  l i n k s  and 
echoes in  11: 2 - 11 .
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A over B in  Ju d g e s ,  because  B i s  s t r o n g l y  k a ig e  in  Judges and shows
t e n d e n c i e s  toward a s s i m i l a t i o n  to th e  (d e v e lo p in g  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f
th e )  MT, o p t s  fo r  r e t a i n i n g  th e  MT a s  i s .* Bodine, a f t e r  examining
t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  th e  Greek v e r s io n s  in  J u d g e s ,  co n c lu d e s  s i m i l a r l y
t h a t  because  th e  o m iss io n  o f  11:4 in  B has  no o t h e r  s u p p o r t ,  i t  may
2
be an in n e r -G re e k  e r r o r  due to  h o m o io te le u to n ;  one could a l s o  appeal 
to  h a p lo g ra p h y ,  perh ap s  more a c c u r a t e l y ,  s in c e  two s i m i l a r  c o la  a r e  
in v o lv ed  r a t h e r  th an  s im ple  i d e n t i c a l  word t e r m i n a t i o n s .  Thus, 
though c u r r e n t  o p in io n  fa v o rs  th e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  th e  b ic o lo n  as  i s ,  
c a u t io n  i s  s t i l l  in  o rd e r  s in c e  A c a n n o t  be assumed to r e p r e s e n t  an 
old MT w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n .  Bodine has shown t h a t  A i s  Hexa- 
p l a r i c  in  J u d g e s ,  thus  warning a g a in s t  a f a c i l e  d i r e c t  l i n k  o f  A w i th  
MT.^ P erhaps  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  two c o la  below w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  
f u r t h e r  to  th e  l i k e l i h o o d  of r e t e n t i o n  on the  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  sug­
g e s te d  sym m etr ica l  s t r u c t u r e .
The p a i r  o f  l i n e s  i s  i d e n t i c a l  excep t f o r  th e  s h i f t  in  th e  two 
words fo r  time and th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c o n ju n c t io n  was g r a m m a t ic a l ly  
r e q u i r e d  a f t e r  th e  . . . t 3  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in  v s .  4 .  The f i r s t  c o lo n ,  
in  f a c t ,  marks t h e  end of th e  b u i l d - u p  o f  t e n s io n s  between Ammon and 
I s r a e l  and between J e p h th a h  and G ilead  in  the n a r r a t i v e  f low , and 
rounds o u t  t h e  removal o f  J ep h th ah  from G ilead  to  Tob. I t  a l s o  
t h e re b y  co n c lu d e s  th e  d e p a r t u r e  m o t i f  o f  11:1-4  t o  which th e  r e t u r n  
m o t i f  c o r re s p o n d s  in  1 1 :5 -1 1 .  The second o f  th e  two c o la  b e g in s
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , pp . 42, 196—198.
2
W. B odine ,  The G reek  T e x t  o f  Ju d g e s :  R e c e n s io n a l  D evelop­
ments (C h ico ,  C a . :  S c h o la r s  P r e s s ,  19 8 0 ),  p . 128.
^ I b i d . ,  pp. 154-15 5.
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movement toward t e n s i o n  re so L u c io n  by r e p e a t i n g  th e  c l im ax  l i n e  o f  
th e  t e n s io n  b u i ld -u p  i n  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e .  From h e re  on 
th e  a c t i o n  moves in  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  toward r e s o l u t i o n  in  v .  11.
These  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p a i r  o f  c o la  mark th e  
o r i g i n a l  c e n t e r  of th e  s t o r y .  The b i c o lo n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  b e s t  viewed 
as r h e t o r i c a l l y  i n t e n t i o n a l ;  t h e  rem a in ing  a n a l y s i s  o f  s t r o p h e s  te n d s  
to  s u p p o r t  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n .
Burney and R i c h t e r  r e p r e s e n t  th e  c r i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  which see s  
in  v s .  4a  a seco n d arv  g lo s s  s i n c e  v s s .  1 -3 ,  5b—11 have no r e f e r e n c e  
to  I s r a e l . '  □ y  should a l s o  be removed from v s .  5a as w e ll  as
10 :17 ,  a c c o rd in g  to  R i c h t e r ,  s i n c e  th e  s t o r y  i s  ab o u t  an Ammonite- 
G i le a d ,  n o t  an Ammonite-Tsrael c o n f l i c t .  However, ( 1 )  Ammon/Israel 
i s  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s o c i a l  p a i r  s i n c e  th ey  r e p r e s e n t  th e  l a r g e s t  so­
c i a l  u n i t  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n .  ( 2 )  " I s r a e l "  i s  a t t e s t e d  in  th e  Merneo- 
tah  S t e l e  as  a g e n e r a l  name f o r  a t  l e a s t  some o f  th e  p eo p le  who moved 
i n t o  (N o r th e rn )  P a l e s t i n e  a f t e r  1300 B.C. (3 )  In  th e  o l d e s t  p o e t i c a l  
m a t e r i a l  in  th e  P e n ta te u c h  and h i s t o r i c a l  books o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le  
(F.xod 15 :1 9 ,  2 2 ) ,  i n c l u d in g  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d  p o e t r y  l i k e  th e  Song o f  
Deborah, " I s r a e l ” i s  l i k e w i s e  u s e d ,  as in  our  t e x t ,  f o r  a sm all  group
o f  t r i b e s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  l e s s  th an  h a l f  o f  th e  whole o f  " I s r a e l "  en -
2
gaged in  l o c a l  combat in  th e  P l a i n  o f  J e z r e e l  ( Ju d g  5 : 2 - 1 1 ) .
" ' l a  i s  a t t e s t e d  in  Ammonite i n s c r i p t i o n s  as  e a r l y  as th e
^Burney, J u d g e s . p .  309; R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  p. 495; 
t h i s  v iew p o in t  r e f l e c t s  th e  common view t h a t  th e  " a l l  I s r a e l "  a s p e c t  
o f  Judges  b e t r a y s  a l a t e r  e d i t o r i a l  rew orking  by D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
e d i t o r s .
o
"So G. B u c c e l l a t i ,  C i t i e s  and N a t io n s  o f  A n c ie n t  S y r i a :  An 
E ssay  on P o l i t i c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w i th  S p e c i a l  R e fe r e n c e  to  th e  
I s r a e l i t e  Kingdoms. S tu d i  S e m i t i c i ,  n o .  26 (Rome: I n s t i t u t o  d i  S tu d i  
d e l  V ic in o  O r ie n te ,  U n i v e r s i t a  Di Roma, 1967),  p .  117: "The t r i b e s
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s e v e n th  c e n tu ry  B .C .E .— a usage  which p ro b a b ly  r e f l e c t s  an e a r l i e r  
s e l f - d e s i g n a t i o n ,  though Ammonite i n s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  n o t  known b e f o re  
th e  e i g h t h  c e n tu r y  B .C .E .*
The p a t t e r n  of r e p e t i t i o n s  and sym m etr ica l  a r ran g em en ts  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  p e r ic o p e  c o n f i rm s  t h a t  t h i s  p a i r  marks th e  ( o r i g i n a l )  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  The R ise  o f  J e p h th a h .  I t s  o b j e c t  i s  
s im ply  to a f f i r m  th e  f a c t  o f  th e  A m m o n i te - I s r a e l i t e  w ar .
The Second P a i r  ( 1 1 :3 ,  5b-6; F, F ' )
These c o la  have a more o r  l e s s  lo o s e  n a r r a t i v e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e ,  
a l th o u g h  one im p o r ta n t  r e p e t i t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h e i r  in ten d ed  r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip ,  i . e . ,  as  p laced  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t e r .
The form al p a i r i n g  l i e s  in  th e  m atch ing  u se s  o f  y~)X, the
f i r s t  w i th  Q, , th e  second w ith  ] ^ »  i . e . ,  in . . . o u t .  Movements 
w i th in  th e  two p a i r s ,  how ever,  have some o t h e r  modest p a r a l l e l s —  
indeed enough to e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  s t r o p h i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and th e  impor­
t a n t  deve lopm ent o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r e s t s  which c o n t r i b u t e  to the 
e x p r e s s io n  o f  n a r r a t i v e  i n t e n t i o n :  (1 )  Jep h th ah  f l e e s  to  Tob from h i s  
b r o t h e r s  ( v s .  3a ) ;  th e  e l d e r s  go to Tob to  r e t u r n  J e p h th a h  ( v s .  5 a ) .
(2 )  The p ro p o sa l  to  f i g h t  th e  Ammonites ( v s .  6 ) r e f l e c t s  th e  f a c t  
no ted  in  v s .  3b , t h a t  a band o f  a t t a c h e d  th em se lv e s  to  Jeph­
th a h  ( h i t p . )  and "went o u t"  w i th  him. The s u g g e s te d  m i l i t a r y
fough t  t o g e t h e r  a g a in s t  t h e i r  enemies w i th in  th e  framework o f  th e  
l e a g u e  and in  th e  name o f  a l l . "  He n o te s  " I s r a e l "  f o r  th e  whole in  
th e  e a r l y  Song o f  Deborah; c f .  a l s o  pp . 118-120. I s h i d a ,  " L e a d e r s ,"  
a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t .
*G. G a r b i n i ,  "Ammonite I n s c r i p t i o n s , "  JSS 19 (1 9 7 4 ) :1 5 9 -1 6 8 ;  
f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  of Ammonite i n s c r i p t i o n s  can be found in  r e c e n t  
a r t i c l e s  by M. B a ld a c c i ,  "The Ammonite T ex t from T e l l  S i r a n  and 
N orthw est S s n i t i c  P h i l o l o g y , "  VT_ 31 (1981 ) :3 6 3 -3 6 8 ,  and R. C oote ,
"The T e l l  S i r a n  B o t t l e  I n s c r i p t i o n , "  BASOR 240 (1 9 8 0 ) :9 3 .
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a c t i v i t y  o f  v s .  3b becomes c l e a r e r  in  th e  seq u e l  in v s .  6 . ( 3 )
L ik ew ise ,  th e  im p l i c a t io n  o f  v s .  3b t h a t  Jep h th ah  was t h e  l e a d e r  o f  
s u c h  a band o f  i s  made a c p l i c i t  in  th e  t i t l e  r * ?  ° f v s -
6 . (4 )  The b ro a d e s t  verb/movement r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a re  th e  p a i r
r r n / n p V  — " f l e e / b r i n g  back ."  (5 )  T h e re  i s  p o s s i b l e  a s so n a n c e /  
a l l i t e r a t i o n  w i th  t h e  l a s t  two words in  th e  two p a i r s  o f  c o l a —
|1Z3V/ l Z 3 y , though t h i s  i s  o n ly  a rem ote p o s s i b i l i t y ;  a t  b e s t  i t  i s  
a s t r u c t u r a l  o r  r h e t o r i c a l  f e a t u r e  o n ly  and may be an e n t e r t a i n i n g  
pun. The t o t a l  p a t t e r n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  how ever,  e s t a b l i s h e s  th e  
homogeneity  o f  th e  two p a i r s  o f  c o la  as  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  fa sh io n e d  
s t r o p h i c  l i n e s .  The two p a i r s  r e p r e s e n t  a d e p a r t u r e / r e t u r n  m o t if  in  
which th e  m i l i t a r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  J ep h th ah  f o r  h i s  u l t i m a t e  r o l e  
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The two c h i e f  m i l i t a r y  c o n c e p ts  c a l l  f o r  some spe­
c i f i c  comments.
means “v a i n ,  em p ty .” I t  i s  o f t e n  sa id  to d e s i g n a t e  
" m e rc e n a r ie s . " ^  T h is  i s  a lm ost  im p o ss ib le  to prove in  C a n a a n i te  
(Hebrew, P h o e n ic ia n ,  P u n ic ,  o r  M o ab i te ) ,  though i t  may be  c o r r e c t .
i s  r a t h e r  f r e q u e n t  in  th e  Hebrew B ib le ,  o f t e n  w i th  !r"l in  th e  
sen se  of "draw th e  sw o rd ,"  which presum ably  s u g g e s t s  "make empty" ( h i .  
o f t e n ) ,  i . e . ,  th e  s c a b b a rd ,  o r perh ap s  " red u ce  to  n o th in g "  w i th  th e  
sword (o r  s p e a r ,  Ps 3 5 : 3 ) .  p  n -? seems to  d en o te  making something 
empty, i . e . ,  re d u c in g  i t  to  no th in g  o r  to  em p tin ess  as e . g . ,  a j a r  
w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  a house o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  o r  as seems 
c o r r e c t  w i th  n n , a s c a b b a rd .  The a d j e c t i v e  p 1 -) d e n o te s
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , p .  171, e . g . ;  j®_, o .  890, g iv e  th e  m ean ings, 
"empty" ( o f  a k e t t l e ,  o r  e a r  o f  g r a i n ) ,  " u n s a t i s f i e d "  ( o f  a l o n g i n g ) ,  
and " v a in ,  i d l e . "
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e m p t in e s s ,  e . g . ,  an empty v e s s e l  o r  empty hand ,  though B urney1 t h in k s  
" u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  n ee d y ,"  or " d i s c o n t e n t e d " ( c o n t r a  m o ra l ly  empty) i s  
th e  s e n s e .  When economic m a t t e r s  ( c h i e f l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l )  a r e  in ­
v o lv e d ,  " n o th in g "  i s  th e  m eaning , e . g . ,  one sows seed and g e t s  no th ­
ing ( p"1"), Lev 2 6 :1 0 ) .  The c l o s e s t  p a r a l l e l  i s  2 Chr 13 :7  which has 
"empty men" in  p a r a l l e l  w ith  " so n s  o f  w ick e d n ess ."
The term th u s  seems to  d e n o te  p ersons  who o p e r a t e  o u t s i d e  law  
and custom o r  s o c i a l  o rd e r  and i t s  e x p e c t a t i o n s — wicked men, i . e . ,  
peop le  who do s o c i a l l y  u n a c c e p ta b le  t h in g s  o f  one kind  o r  a n o t h e r .  
Even David ac ted  once l i k e  th e  □ 1 p"1-)(2 Sam 6 : 2 0 ) .  "M ercenary" may 
be c o r r e c t ,  b u t  i t  i s  no t  c l e a r l y  in  e v id e n c e .  A more l i k e l y  sen se  
would be the  g e n e ra l  one— p eo p le  whose moral b e a r in g s  a r e  w i th o u t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  or who a r e  d e s t r u c t i v e  to th e  community. They a t t a c h  
th em se lv es  t o  J e p h th a h  as  a f i g h t i n g  band. That he paid  them i s  no t 
c l e a r .  T au b le r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  d u r in g  t h e i r  s t a y  in  Tob, th e y  had
a l r e a d y  c a r r i e d  out r a i d s  a g a i n s t  th e  Ammonites f o r  th e  S y r i a n s ,
2
a l th o u g h  t h i s  i s  c o n j e c t u r e ,  b u t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Were th ey  Ammonite 
r e b e l s ?
d e n o te s  a f a i r l y  f ix e d  m i l i t a r y  f u n c t i o n  ( Jo sh  10:24; 
I s a  1:10; 3 :6 -7 ;  2 2 : 3 ) ,  a l th o u g h  Mic 3 :1 ,  9 s u g g e s t  ju d g in g  and 
ch ie fd o m , and Prov 6 : 7  u s e s  th e  term  t o g e th e r  w i t h “ )OW and ~7\UD .
The term i s  n o t ,  however, a pagan d i g n i t y  t i t l e ,  nor a term fo r  a 
r e g u l a r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r .  I t  seems r a t h e r  re s e rv e d  f o r  a l e a d e r  in  a
^Burney, J u d g e s , p .  309.
2
T a u b le r ,  S tu d i e n . p .  285; R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ,"  pp. 
502-503, n o tes  w i th  j u s t i c e  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  d e te r m in e  th e  
e x a c t  n a tu r e  o f  th e  t ro o p  o r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to J e p h th a h ,  o n ly  t h a t  
they  were a g roup  of G i l e a d i t e s  who had some kind o f  war 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
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s p e c i a l  tim e o f  i n n e r  c o n fu s io n  and outward t h r e a t . ^
The p i c t u r e  i s  c l e a r  enough a s  f a r  as i t  g o e s .  J e p h th a h  f le d  
to Tob. In Tob t h e r e  a t t a c h e d  to  him a g ro u p  o f  o u t la w s  w ith  whom he 
engaged in  some k ind  o f  v i o l e n t  o r  f o r c i b l e  a c t i o n s ,  s u f f i c i e n t  a t  
l e a s t  to  have im pressed  th e  e l d e r s  o f  G ilead  t h a t  he and h i s  band 
were now c a p a b le  o f  s u c c e s s  in  the  Ammonite emergency; so they  pro­
pose — s p e c i a l  m i l i t a r y  commander f o r  th e  emergency.
The Third  P a i r  ( 1 1 :2 ,  7; E, E ')
A few MSS have fo r  i n  7 a .  This i s  in  c l o s e r  con­
fo r m i ty  to  th e * 7 X  form fo r  th e  o b j e c t  o f  a d d r e s s  fo l lo w in g  in
th e  s u c c e s s i v e  l e a d - c o l a  o f  v s s .  8a ,  9 a ,  and 10a as w ell  a s  10 :18a;  
bu t  i t  i s  n o t  in  harmony w i th  t h e  c o r re s p o n d in g  s t r o p h e  (2a ,  d ) ,  
where V  i s  r e q u i r e d  w ith  th e  pronoun f o r  d i r e c t  a d d r e s s .  I t  i s  im­
p o s s i b l e  to d e c id e  w ith  c e r t a i n t y ,  a l th o u g h  th e  ten d en cy  would be to 
ha rm onize ; t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i-nuld s u g g e s t  r e t a i n i n g  th e  t e x t  as i s .  
In  v s .  7 (d as r e c o n s t r u c t e d )  the  LXX adds  K«l?
i . . i  i _
*<p T h is  a d d i t i o n  may r e f l e c t  an o r i g i n a l l y  l o n g e r  Hebrew t e x t ,
bu t  may a l s o  be reckoned  to  have once been i n t e g r a t e d  w ith  th e  fo u r th  
co lo n  o f  v s .  7 , s i n c e  i t  i s  now s h o r t e r  th a n  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  in  v s .
2d by one s t r e s s  b e a t  ( f i v e  s y l l a b l e s ) .  H e re ,  t h e n ,  i t  i s  p r in t e d  as 
a s e p a r a t e  co lon  so t h a t  each  o f  th e  two s t r o p h e s  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i v e  
c o l a .  The Hebrew may be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  as U 3 £  which would
add two s t r e s s  b e a t s  ( se v en  s y l l a b l e s ) .  T h is  a d d i t i o n  might u p s e t  
th e  y . } T J j , bu t t h e  -1 could  be viewed as ro u g h ly  answ ering  to  ’ D 
in  v s .  2e ,  s in c e  b o th  i n t r o d u c e  e x p l a n a t io n ,  and f u n c t i o n
^T au b le r ,  p p .  2 8 5 -2 8 7 .
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s y n t a c t i c a l l y  as  p a r a l l e l  s u b o r d i n a t i n g  c o n j u n c t i o n s .  There i s  a l s o
a th o u g h t  p a r a l l e l  between v s s .  2d and 7 d as  r e c o n s t r u c t e d :
5V3& / KJ\ i t d i r e 9 T i t \ j r e  vjaQ v . Thus th e  LXX would r e s t o r e  an
added p a r a l l e l i s m  in  th e  th o u g h t  f lo w . The l o s s  o f  a p i e c e  l i k e  t h i s
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  same s h o r t e n in g  p ro c e s s  found in  some p a r t s  o f
Samuel in  the  MT̂  h a s  m a n i fe s te d  i t s e l f  h e r e .  B oling  th in k s  t h i s  r e -
2
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  l i k e l y  on p u r e ly  t e x t u a l  g ro u n d s ;  b u t  
one a l s o  n o te s  th e  s t r i k i n g l y  im balanced  l e n g t h  o f  v s .  2 w i th o u t  th e  
LXX-preserved a d d i t i o n  i n  v s .  7 f o r  b a l a s t .  The r e s t o r a t i o n  t u r n s  
t a b l e s  on t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and th e r e b y  v i e l d s  a s l i g h t l y  lo n g e r  s t ro p h e  
i n  v s .  7 than  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  in  v s .  2 ;  a t  th e  same t im e ,  how ever,  
t h i s  i s  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  p a i r  o f  c o l a ,  v s s .  3, 5 b -6 .
S t r o p h i c a l l y , th e  two f i v e - c o l a  v e r s e s  e x h i b i t  th e  fo l lo w in g  
e v id e n c e s  o f  h o m o g en e ity .
1. The b a la n c in g  d u a l  use o fV /" l> a s  a r e p e a te d  them e-w ord , 
supp lem en ted  by th e  co n c ep t  o f  th e  f a t h e r ' s  h o u se ,  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  
fo rm a l c o n n e c t io n .  The t h r e e  l i n k  words , 2.X ) a r e
s e p a r a te d  from each  o t h e r  in  v s .  2 ,  b u t  j o i n e d  i n  v s .  7, p e rh ap s  to 
make space  w i th in  the  f i v e - c o l o n  c o n s t r a i n t  f o r  enough n a r r a t i v e  c o la  
to  com plete  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  th e  s t o r y - l i n e .  These tw in  s t r o p h e s  r e ­
s p e c t i v e l y  ^ o rm u la te _ th e _ s e c o n d _ £ r im a r2_ t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  ( v s .  
2 ) and e s t a b l i s h  th e  n e x t  c o r re s p o n d in g  s t e p  toward r e s o l u t i o n  ( v s .  
7 ) .  In bo th  s t r o p h e s V I A  marks th e  c l im ax  of th e  s t r o p h i c  a c t i o n .
In  v s .  2 th e  v e r b  and i t s  o b j e c t  a r e  fo l lo w ed  by an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e
^W. F. A l b r i g h t ,  Yahweh and th e  Gods o f  Canaan (Garden C i ty :  
Doubledav, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  d. 36.
2
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . o .  198.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
125
e x p la n a t io n  ( " lO X "1))  and a f i n a l  re a so n  ( n 3  ) ;  i n  v s .  7 the  v e rb -  
o b j e c t  g ro u p  i s  fo l lo w ed  by a synonymous l i n e  (p r e s e r v e d  o n ly  in  th e  
LXX) and a q u e s t i o n .  In both s t r o p h e s , 7i i s  p laced  a t  th e  beg in ­
n in g  o f  th e  t h i r d  c o lo n ,  i . e . ,  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  f i v e - c o lo n  
s t r o p h e .
2. The s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  th e  two s t r o p h e s  i s  homogeneous. In 
v s .  2, J e p h th a h  i s  d i s i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  f a m i ly ;  in  v s .  7 th ey  seek  to 
r e - e s t a b l i s h  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h is  i s  acco m p lish ed  by a s e r i e s  o f  
term s in  which th e  ev e n ts  o f  v s .  2 a r e  made to  echo in  v s .  7 ,  though 
n o t  w ith  fo r m a l ly  i d e n t i c a l  l in k - w o r d s .  ( a )  I n  v s .  7 th e  "so n s  o f  
G ilead"  r e a p p e a r  a s  t h e  " e l d e r s  o f  G i le a d " — a t r a n s i t i o n  which had 
a l r e a d y  been  ach iev ed  in  v s .  5b and accoun ted  f o r  by t h e  n o t i c e  o f  
v s .  2b t h a t  th e y  ( t h e  " so n s " )  had by now become pow erfu l ( • jW v ’l) .
( b) T h e i r  a c t i o n  o f  e x c lu s io n  in  v s .  2 i s  sum m arily  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  in 
v s .  7 as  "VT!* TanxJV/. T h is  compressed r e p e t i t i o n  c o n se rv es  space  fo r  
th e  f i n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  which g a t h e r s  up the  a c t i o n  from v s .  2 and ex­
p re s s e s  i t  in  th e  f i f t h  co lon  o f  v s .  7. Here to o ,  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i s  
compressed in  o rd e r  to b r in g  th e  s t o r y  movement to  th e  n ex t  p l a t e a u .
3 . Thus th e  f i v e  c o la  o f  b o th  s t r o p h i c  p a i r s  focus  on the  
a c t i o n  o f  th e  s o n s / e l d e r s  a g a i n s t  J e p h th a h  and t h e i r  a t te m p t  to  
r e c a l l  him , th e re b y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n o th e r  s t a g e  o f  th e  d e p a r t u r e /  
r e t u r n  p r o c e s s .
Two p u z z l in g  n a r r a t i v e  f e a t u r e s  a t t a c h  to  th e  c e n t r a l  s t r o p h i c  
(V/“) ^ )  m o t i f ,  i . e . ,  ( 1) th e  unexpec ted  t r a n s m u ta t io n  o f  "sons o f  
G ilead "  in to  th e  " e l d e r s  o f  G i l e a d , "  and (2 )  th e  background f o r  the  
e l d e r s '  a c t i o n  o f  d r i v i n g  out J e p h th a h .
The s h i f t  from "sons"  to  " e l d e r s "  may be more complex than
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a p p e a rs  on th e  s u r f a c e .  "G ilead"  in t h i s  b r i e f  p e r ic o p e  d e n o te s
(L ) a r e g io n ,  ( 2 )  a c l a n  h ead ,  ( 3 )  a f a m i ly .  S ev e ra l  f a c t o r s  su g g e s t
t h a t  t h i s  phenomenon i s  e x p l i c a b le  in  term s o f  th e  s o c i a l  dynam ics o f
th e  t r i b a l / c l a n  reg im e .*  F i r s t ,  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i t s e l f  o f f e r s  th e
s o c i a l  e x p la n a t io n  ( v s .  2) t h a t  th e  sons of G ilead  "grew p o w e r fu l ."
To say h e n c e f o r th  t h a t  th ey  were th e  " e l d e r s ” of G ilead  and th e re b y
a c te d  a s  a body r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  r e g io n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t io n s  i s  
■>
p a t e n t  enough .” S eco n d ly ,  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  in  the  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f
s e t t l i n g  a n c ie n t  Near E a s te r n  g roups  s u g g e s t  a n a lo g ie s  c lo s e  enough
3
to  y i e ld  r e a s o n a b le  c o m p ar iso n .  T h i r d l y ,  Burney had long ago sug­
g e s te d  t h a t  J e p h t h a h ' s  " e x p u ls io n  from G ilead was t r i b a l  no t fa m ily
. . . The ' b r e th r e n '  o f v s .  3 a r e  t h e r e f o r e  h i s  fe llow c lansm en  and
„4
not h i s  n a t u r a l  b r o t h e r s . One d o es  no t  need to fo l lo w  t h i s  a t t r i ­
b u t io n  o f  group v e r s u s  i n d iv id u a l  d e s i g n a t i o n s  i n to  a m e c h a n ic a l ly  
conceived  c o r p o r a t e  r e - r e a d i n g  of e v e ry th in g  in  th e  s t o r y .  But th e  
i n s i g h t  i s  h e lp f u l  to  a more t r a n s p a r e n t  s o c i a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of what 
i s  happen ing .  The th o u g h t  n a t u r a l l y  s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f  t h a t  we a re  
d e a l i n g  here  w ith  an a r c h a i c  s t o r y  r e f l e c t i n g  s o c i a l  thought p a t t e r n s  
o f th e  t r i b a l / d a n  reg im e d u r in g  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d .  The q u a s i -  
p o e t i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  m ight a l s o  su g g es t  a r c h a i c  o r i g i n .  The
*Cf. th e  l i t e r a t u r e  c i t e d  above , c h a p .  1, pp . 36-47 .
2
Cf. G o t tw a ld , T r i b e s . pp. 270-275 .
3A. M alam at, M ari and the B ib le :  Some P a t t e r n s  o f  T r ib a l  
O rg a n iz a t io n  and I n s t i t u t i o n s , "  JAOS 82 (196 2 ) :1 4 3 -1 5 0 ;  c f .  a l s o  
M alam at,  "A sp ec ts  o f  T r ib a l  S o c i e t i e s  in  Mari and I s r a e l , "  in  XVe 
r e c o n t r e  a s s v r i o l o g i q u e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e :  La c i v i l i z a t i o n  de Mari (Les 
congr&s de l ' u n i v e r s i t e  de  L ie g e ,  v o l .  42 [1967],  pp .  129-138;
" M a r i , ” BA_ 34 (1971 ): 1 7; "Die F ru h g e s c h lc h te  I s r a e l s — e i n e  m ethodo- 
l o g i s c h e  S tu d i e , "  TL_ 39 (1983): 1-16; B u c c e l l a t i ,  p p .  75-134.
4
Burney, J u d g e s ,  pp. 303 -3 0 4 .
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c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  s o c i a l  d im en s io n  to  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i n t e n t i o n ,  by 
in c lu d in g  th e  s t o r y  w i th o u t  o b scu r in g  such d e t a i l s ,  would be th e  f e e l  
o f  a n t i q u i t y  t h a t  i t  p r o j e c t s  even fo r  th e  o r i g i n a l  r e a d e r s  o r  h ea r ­
e r s .  The s t o r y  was r e t a i n e d  p r e c i s e l y  because  i t s  a r c h a i c  s o c i a l  
e lem en ts  s a id  som ething abou t " p o l i t i c a l "  movement in  t h e  ( p r e -  
m o n a rc h ia l )  S e t t le m e n t  E ra .
The o t h e r  p u zz l in g  m a t t e r  i s  th e  m u l t i p l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
J e p h th a h — son o f  a i“l ) Y  / s o n  o f  a n o th e r / s o n  of G ilead  ( 1 1 : 1 - 3 ) .
The problem s o f  l i t e r a r y  m a n ip u la t io n  a re  d i s c u s s e d  below. But fo r  
now a p l a u s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  i s  t h a t  
th ey  a r t i c u l a t e  the  n o t io n  t h a t  v i r i le  J e p h th a h  i s  some kind o f  o f f ­
s p r in g  o f  th e  G i l e a d i t e  c l a n ,  h i s  a c tu a l  s o c i a l  background would have 
been  u n s u i t a b l e  to  h i s  r i s e  to  power o v er  th e  whole o f  th e  T ra n s ­
j o rd a n  r e g io n .  The n o t i c e  o f  h i s  d i s i n h e r i t a n c e  would a l s o  s e r v e  
t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  i n t e n t i o n .  P e rh a p s ,  a s  Mendelsohn s u g g e s t s ,  J e p h th a h  
i s  th e  u n f o r tu n a te  v ic t im  o f  a l o c a l  cu s to m . ' '
B efo re  le a v in g  th e  p a i r  c o n s i s t i n g  of v s s .  2 and 7 ,  th e  
f u n c t i o n  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  v s .  1 shou ld  be n o te d .  The l i n e  i s  
b ra c k e te d  in  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  d iag ram  above .  T h is  means t h a t  th e  l i n e
O t to s s o n ,  p .  158; but he i s  d ep en d en t  on I .  M endelsohn , "The
D i s i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  Je p h th a h  in  th e  L ig h t  o f  P arag rap h  27 o f  t h e
L i p i t - I s h t a r  Code," IEJ 4 (1 9 5 4 ) :1 1 6 -1 1 9 .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  o th e r  
m a t t e r s  in  th e  s t o r y  w i th  l e g a l  o r  a t  l e a s t  l e g a l l y  co n ce iv ed  o v er­
to n e s  w hich , a s  O t to s s o n  s u g g e s t s ,  may r e f l e c t  echoes  o f  th e  i n i t i a l  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of G ilead  in  th e  B ib le ,  i . e . ,  Gen 3 1 :1 -1 6 :  i n h e r i t a n c e
l o s s ,  f o r e i g n e r s ,  Mizpah as a c u l t  c e n t e r ,  and t r e a t y / c o v e n a n t . One
may a l s o  compare R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," p .  4 94 ;  F. D re y fu s ,  "Le 
theme d e  1 ' h e r i t a g e  dans l 'A n c i e n t  T es tam e n t,"  Review des  s c i e n c e s  
p h i lo s o p h iq u e s  e t  th e o lo g iq u e s  42 (1 9 5 8 ) :3 -4 9 ;  O t to s s o n ,  p .  159. J .  
deGeus, p .  147, a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  d e s i g n a t i o n  H IT  was used f o r  any 
woman o u t s i d e  th e  c la n  w ith  whom one e n te r e d  m a r r ia g e ;  t h i s  usage  
c o o r d in a t e s  w i th  th e  normal d e s i g n a t i o n  " p r o s t i t u t e " :  a flJY was 
" a n o th e r  woman."
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does no t  seem i n t e g r a l  to t h e  o th e r w is e  a p p a re n t  s t r o p h i c  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e .
The I n t e r p o l a t e d  L ine  (1 1 :1 )
R ic h t e r  n o te s  th e  a u i c k  s u b j e c t  changes from v s .  la  th ro u g h
v s .  2b  ̂ and th in k s  t h i s  to  be e v id e n c e  fo r  g l o s s e s  s in c e  m o t iv a t io n s
a r e  s u p p l i e d  and th e  h a rsh  s u b j e c t  s h i f t s  a r e  complemented by th e
2d i f f i c u l t y  o f  G i lead  as a p e r s o n a l ,  town, and t e r r i t o r y  name." 
O t to s s o n ,  on th e  o t h e r  hand , t h i n k s  t h a t  v s s .  1 -3  a r e  u n i f i e d  and 
read  sm o o th ly .  The d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  th e  q u a s i - p o e t i c  p a t t e r n  r e v e a le d  
in  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  o u t l i n e  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  whole o f  v s .  1 may 
be an e d i t o r i a l  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  which was to  i d e n t i f y  
J e p h th a h  b r i e f l y  b e f o r e  resum ing  th e  old n a r r a t i v e  in  v s .  2. This 
e d i t o r i a l  comment may have been ren d e red  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  e d i t o r  as 
a r e f l e x  from h i s  a p p a re n t  r e a r ra n g e m e n t  o f  th e  f i r s t  few s t r o p h e s  o f  
th e  n a r r a t i v e  in  o rd e r  to  i n t e g r a t e  them i n to  1 0 :8 -9 .  His r e a r r a n g e ­
ments s im p ly  r e q u i r e d  a b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  on th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  J e p h th a h ,  
p erhaps  to  compensate f o r  th e  l o s s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  to J e p h th a h  somewhere 
in th e  op en in g  ( o r i g i n a l )  s t r o p h e s ,  though t h i s  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  and 
n o t  in  ev id e n c e  d i r e c t l y .  P erh ap s  a n o th e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  the 
p r e s e n t  v s .  1 was p a r t  o f  one o f  th e  e a r l i e r  opening  s t r o p h e s  which 
have now been  n e a r l y  l o s t  ex c e p t  f o r  th e  few f rag m en ts  r e t a i n e d  in 
r e w r i t t e n  form in  1 0 :8 -9  a n d /o r  1 0 :1 7 -1 8 .
^ R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , ” p .  496, fo l lo w in g  Burney, J u d g e s .
p. 308.
2
C f .  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  O t to s s o n ,  p .  158; O t to s s o n  does no t  
agree  w ith  Noth t h a t  "G ilead "  i s  th e  name o f  a s p e c i f i c  town.
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The F o u r th  P a i r  (1 0 :18 ;  11:8; D, D ')
T ex tu a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  minimum h e r e .  Burney*^ s u g g e s te d  t h a f T W
T y * ?x  be emended to  which w h ile  no t e n t i r e l y  i m p la u s ib l e ,  has
no m a n u sc r ip t  o r  v e r s io n a l  s u p p o r t ;  n o n e th e l e s s  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  OY  
2■•■t\{/feels c lum sy. P erh ap s  D Y  i s  p a r t  o f  a v e r b a l  fram ing  g r i d .  
O t to s s o n  r e c o g n iz e s  o f  10:17 and 11 :11c  as a l in k -w o rd  in  a
r i n g  c o m p o s i t io n .^  An i n t e r e s t i n g  r e l a t e d  datum , however, i s  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  D V  i s  m is s in g  in 10: 18a of th e  S y r ia c  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
O r ig e n 's  LXX column ( a s  a l s o  O Y  in  1 1 :11 b) . But Bodine s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
" t h i s  i s  more l i k e l y  an i n n e r - S y r i a c  c o r r u p t io n  s in c e  O rigen  d id  not
4 . j
d e l e t e  Old Greek p h r a s e s . "  LXX r e t a i n s  \d .o s =  Heb. O Y .
1 1 :8b  in  the LXX h a s  owX ovTWi= Heb. JD X^7 v e r s u s  MT "j 3 ^  •
T h is  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  e l d e r s  as  a r t i c u l a t i n g  a d i s c l a i m e r  on any 
f u r t h e r  h o s t i l i t y  to  J e p h th a h — ” . . . we a r e  n o t  thus r e tu r n in g  to 
you now, so come w ith  u s . ” T h is  seems a l s o  to be th e  LXX s e n s e .
B o ling  adop ts  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and e x p la in s  th e  e r r o r  in  MT a s  due 
to th e  q u i e s c e n t  a l e p h .^  With t h i s  one modest ch an g e ,  th e  t e x t  can 
be c o n s id e re d  as i s .
S t r o p h ic  c o n n e c t io n  between 10:18 and 1 1 :8  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i c  l i n k s .
^Burney, J u d g e s ,  p .  307 .
^Moore, p .  281 and Burney, J u d g e s , p .  307, t h i n k  "‘“JVi/ i s  a 
g l o s s  to e x p la in  C 3 Y ; b u t  why would th e  g l o s s  ta k e  th e  form o f  " IV  
r a t h e r  than ]/>t* which would have kept th e  p o r t i o n  in b e t t e r  harmony 
w i th  11:1-117
^ O t to s s o n ,  p p .  160-161.
4
B o d in e ,  p . 128, fo l lo w in g  T. R^rdam, L i b r i  Ju d icu m  e t  R u th  
secundum v e rs ionem  S y r iaco -H ex a p la rem  (H avniae ,  18 6 1 ),  p .  128.
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  198.
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1. A ^ X ’ l l i n e  opens bo th  g roups  o f  l i n e s ,  and th e  i n d i r e c t  
o b j e c t  o f th e  d i s c o u r s e  i s  d e s ig n a te d  w ith  V x . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  
10 :18a a lo n e  in  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  p r e s e r v e s  som eth ing  o f  
an o r i g i n a l  s e r i e s  o f  IDXM s t r o p h e s  c o r re s p o n d in g  to  t h e  c l e a r  s e r i e s  
in  1 1 :7 a ,  8a , 9 a , 10a•
2 .  The most obv ious  and s t r i k i n g  co r re sp o n d en c e  i s  th e  nea r  
t o t a l  co n fo rm ity  of 11: 8 c t o  10:18c in  th e  amount o f  no l e s s  than  
e i g h t  c o n s e c u t iv e  w ords, b roken  o n ly  in  11: 8c by th e  ■\i? added fo r  
c l a r i t v .  T h is  p a i r  o f  m atch in g  c o la  in  th e  m id s t  o f  an o th e rw is e  
s y m m e tr ic a l ly  a r ran g e d  sea u en ce  o f  s t r o p h e s  and c o l a  com ple te  w ith  
th e m a t ic  l in k w o rd s ,^  i s  so s t r i k i n g  t h a t  i t  might w e ll  be tak en  as a 
s ig n  o f  th e  p r im ary  i n t e n t  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e .
This  im p ress io n  c a n ,  in  f a c t ,  be confirm ed by a s e r i e s  o f  ob­
s e r v a t i o n s  about th e  v e r b a l  c o n te n t s  o f  t h e s e  two c o la  and t h e i r  re ­
l a t i o n  to  th e  c o n te n t s  o f  th e  s t c r y .  ( 1 )  The b a s i c  s e n te n c e  s t r u c ­
t u r e  in  10: 18b-c i s :  V4/X- ) 1?  D 1 iT1 • • ! th e  b a s i c  s e n te n c e
s t r u c t u r e  in  11:8c i s : V/XlV F|nv*ni . . . • T h is  c o r re s p o n ­
dence p o in t s  to  i n t e r e s t  inV /X ~jas i n t e n t i o n a l l y  c e n t r a l  to  the  
s t o r v .  (2 )  The m a n ip u la t io n  o f  V/X~? in  th e s e  two fram ing  c o la  in  
r e l a t i o n  to  ( v s .  6 ) shows how i n t e r e s t e d  th e  s t o r y t e l l e r  was in
th e  two t i t l e s .  T h is  i s  a l s o  ev idenced  by th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  t h a t  
J ep h th ah  r e f u s e s  th e  r o l e  o f  f i g h t i n g  th e  Ammonites under  th e  t i t l e  
p ,  b u t  a c c e p t s  i t  un d er  th e  p rom ise  of th e  t i t l e  a long  w ith
a s s u ra n c e s  t h a t  th e  e l d e r s  o f  G ilead  have changed t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  
toward him. (3 )  The t i t l e  i s ,  in  f a c t ,  the  c e n t r a l  n a r r a t i v e  theme
 ̂A l t e r ,  pp . 88-113 pass im ; A l t e r  d i s c u s s e s  th e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f
theme-word use in  Hebrew n a r r a t i v e .
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from h e re  to  th e  end o f  th e  s t o r y  where i t  ap p e a rs  a g a in  a t  th e  con­
c l u s i o n  o f  11 :11b . At t h a t  p o in t  i t  i s  jo in e d  w ith  in  th e
c l i m a c t i c  e x p r e s s io n  p f p h  VX-)*7. The term  a p p e a rs  y e t  a g a in  in  
J e p h t h a h ' s  a c ce p ta n c e  o f f e r  in  1 1 :9d where i t  i s  a l s o  th e  c lim ax o f  
h is  p o s i t i v e  r e p l y .  What r e m a in s ,  t h e n ,  i s  th e  so lem n iz in g  o f  t h i s  
a r rangem en t in  a k ind  o f  o a th  o r  t r e a t y , ^  o f  which th e  p ro p o sa l  i s  
found in  v s .  10, and the  consummation in  l i e ,  im m edia te ly  a f t e r  th e  
f i n a l  use o f  b o th  and V X ” 1 .
In  c o n t r a s t  to  |\K p  , U/X“l i s  th o u g h t  to  d e n o te  a l l  j u r i s d i c ­
t i o n s — a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l  and m i l i t a r y — o f a permanent n a t u r e .  
T a u b le r  s t a t e s ,
T his d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  tak en  from th e  pagan p a t t e r n  o f  th e  su rro u n d ­
ing n a t i o n s  in  which th e  t r i b a l  c h i e f  i s  th e  h i g h e s t  k in s h ip  head 
and on whom th e  kingdom i s  e s t a b l i s h e d — a p r e c a r io u s  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of t r i b a l  h ead sh ip  . . . Jep h th ah  . . .  i s  no t a k in g  ljut in  a 
way a n t i c i p a t i n g  k in g s h ip ,  a s h e ik h  o f  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s . “
Rosel d i s t i n g u i s h e s  between " m i l i t a r y  commander and m ajor
ju d g e ,"  and w  , “ c i v i l  g o v e r n o r ."  Two S em it ic  t e x t s  in  th e
4
Near E a s te r n  background, one i n  th e  i n s c r i p t i o n  from Z i n j i r l i  and
^P. K a l l u v e e t t i l , D e c l a r a t i o n  and Covenant (Rome: B i b l i c a l  
I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  1982), pp. 3 3 -3 4 ,  i d e n t i f i e s  11:11 as a t r e a t y  s in c e  
he b e l i e v e s  he can d e t e c t  in  i t  c e r t a i n  t y p i c a l  t r e a ty -m a k in g  term s 
such as  0 ' , ~lD.“r  , and, more to  th e  i n t e r e s t  h e r e ,  V ) ( T 7  O  "*V/ fo r  
which he adduces th e  t r e a t y  between M u r s i l i s  I I  and K upanta-K al ( p .  
6 3 ) .  K a l l u v e e t t i l  t h in k s  " r u l e r "  and " r u l e r s h i p "  a re  a p p r o p r i a t e  
term s to  d e s c r i b e  th e  a r rangem ent ( p .  63) s i n c e  Kupanta-K al i s  a king 
who i s  c a l l e d  by o t h e r  t i t l e s  l i k e  "Lord"  (p p .  63, 9 5 ) .
^ T a u b le r ,  p .  295.
^H. R o s e l ,  " Je p h ta h  und d as  Problem d e r  R i c h t e r , "  B i b l i c a  61 
(1 9 8 0 ) :2 5 1 —255; R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," p . 497 .
4
See J .  C. L. G ibson, S y r ia n  S e m i t i c  I n s c r i p t i o n s . 3 v o l s .  
(Oxford: C larendon P r e s s ,  1975),  2 :8 0 ,  8 4 .
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one from U g a r i t , ^  I l l u s t r a t e  th e  u s e  o f  S e m i t ic  V/XH f o r  government 
h e a d s h ip .  In b o th  c a s e s  t h i s  m e ta p h o r ic a l  use i s  p a r a l l e l  w i th  th e  
r e g u l a r  l i t e r a l  u s e ,  and a t  th e  same t im e  i s  c o o rd in a te d  w ith  S em itic  
m lk; i n  f a c t ,  mlk a p p e a rs  as o n ly  one p o s s i b l e  type o f V / ) 0  •
In th e  Hebrew B ib le ,  t h e  m e ta p h o r ic a l  u se  o f  V/X") fo r  l e a d e r -
2
s h i p  o f  a body o f  p eo p le  i s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I i s  used of a
t r i b a l  " c h i e f "  or a m i l i t a r y  "commander" o f  v a r io u s  s iz e d  u n i t s ,  o r  
th e  c h i e f  f i e l d  m arsh a l  among a  g roup  o f  g e n e r a l s ,  o f  a k ing  ( I s a  
7 : 9 ) ,  o r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r o y a l t y  ( I s a  2 9 :1 0 ,  Mic 3 : 9 ,1 1 ) .  Even one 
n a t i o n / k in g  which e x e r t s  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  o r  power among s e v e r a l  o th e r s  
i s  in c lu d e d  (H azor,  Jo sh  11:10; c f .  Ezek 3 8 :2 ,  3; 3 9 : 1 ) .  I t  would 
a p p ea r  t h a t  T a u b l e r ' s  rem arks a r e  a p p ro x im a te ly  c o r r e c t ,  c o n s id e r in g  
t h e  ■Jiy p  /  \ JX  ~l r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  th e  c o n t e x t .  The " o v e r  G ilead "  ex­
t e n t  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  h e a d s h ip ,  t h e  a b se n ce  o f  any o t h e r  c e n t r a l  govern­
ment o f  th e  r e g io n ,  and th e  f a c t  t h a t  J e p h th a h  c o n t in u e s  in  t h e  o f ­
f i c e  o f  ju d g e  a f t e r  th e  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y ,  a l l  p o in t  to th e  use  o f
in  T a u b l e r ' s  com prehensive  s e n s e .
3. Having observed  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e s e  t i t l e s ,  some 
f u r t h e r  o b s e r v a t io n s  may be made abou t o t h e r  l i n k s  o f  10:18 and 1 1 :8 .  
In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  and , th e  change  o f  t i t l e s  f o r  th e  le a d ­
e r s  of G i lead  i s  s t r i k i n g — ■‘ I V  ( 1 0 : 1 8 a ) / t v !’ >. M p r  ( 1 1 :8 a ) .
The i n t e r v e n in g  v e r s e s  have n o t  o n ly  made th e  s h i f t  a l r e a d y  ( v s .  2 ) ,  
b u t  have by now a l s o  e q u a te d  t h e  e l d e r s  w i th  th e  sons o f  G i le a d ,  
i . e . ,  t h e  " b r o t h e r s "  o f  J e p h th a h ,  who a r e  " b r o t h e r s "  n o t  j u s t  in  th e
*C. Gordon, U g a r i t i c  T ex tb o o k  (Rome: B i b l i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  
1 9 65),  p. 217; t h i s  document i s  a s e a l  o f  one IA-QA-RUM i n  which King 
MTTMR BEN NOtP a p p a r e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  an e s t a t e  f o r  one o f  h i s  s o n s .
2BDB, p p .  910-911; KB, pp . 865 -8 6 6 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
133
m i l i t a r y / l e a d e r s h i p  s e n s e ,  b u t  a c t u a l  fa m ily  b r o t h e r s .  The u s u a l  a s ­
sum ption  i s  t h a t  th e  same groups  o f  p e r s o n s  a r e  in v o lv ed  th ro u g h o u t .  
But th e  a ssu m p tio n  o v e r lo o k s  th e  f a c t s  t h a t  ( I )  d i f f e r e n t  term s are 
u s e d ,  ( 2 )  in  th e  m eantim e, th e  n a r r a t i v e  a p p e a rs  to  b e l i e v e ,  th e  mem­
b e r s  o f  one c la n  o f  G i le a d  grew p o w e r fu l ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  o f  J e p h th a h ' s  
f a t h e r ,  and ( 3 )  th e  Q’ T V  sough t  a w h i le  the  " b r o th e r s "  i . e . ,  th e
" e l d e r s , "  so u g h t  o n ly  a p j >  as th e  f i r s t  d e s id e r a tu m .  On any reck ­
o n in g ,  how ever,  b o th  " p r in c e s "  and " e l d e r s "  have become in c a p a b le  o f  
th e  p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  have become d ep en d en t  on some new s o c i a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  o r  p e r s o n ,  and a r e  a t  a l o s s  to  h an d le  the 
s i t u a t i o n  t h e m s e l v e s . 1 T h e re fo re  t h e r e  i s  homogeneity  between the 
two s e p a r a t e d  s t r o p h e s .  They b o th  s t r e s s  th e  d ep en d en t  p o s i t i o n  o f  
th e  l e a d e r s h i p  in  G ilead  and i t s  c o n c e rn  f o r  a p o w erfu l  person  to  
p r o t e c t  i t  a g a in s t  Ammon. T h is  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  th e  meaning o f  
I t  d e n o te s  co m p reh en s iv e  l e a d e r s h i p  a u t h o r i t y .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  c o n fu s in g  use  o f  t i t l e s  n o ted  above ,  t h e r e
^ h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between and ~)Vi/ i s  more than
t e n d e n t i o u s .  J .  L. McKenzie, "The E ld e r s  in  th e  Old T es tam en t,"  
B i b l i c a  40 (1 9 5 9 ) :5 2 8 ,  n o te s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a s s a g e s  in  the 
Hebrew B ib le  d i s t i n g u i s h  th e  two o f f i c e - t y p e s  from each  o t h e r .  He 
c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  " th e  s a r im  would be m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  t r i b a l ,  
c l a n ,  o r  v i l l a g e  u n i t s , "  w h i le  t h e  e l d e r s  a r e  a l a r g e r  d e c i s i o n ­
m a k in g /a d v is o ry  body. They a r e  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  th e  s a r im ; s t i l l  
th e  two groups  ap p e a r  to  make up t h e  d e c is io n -m a k in g  body o f  govern­
ment in  the  h i s t o r i c a l  books. The t e x t s  a r e  Hum 2 2 :8 -2 0 ;  Judg  8 : 3 -  
21; 2 Kgs 1 0 :1 -1 7 ;  E zra  10 :8 ;  I s a  3 :1 4 ;  e s p e c i a l l y  im p o rtan t  i s  J e r  
2 6 :1 0 -2 4  where th e  two b o d ie s ,  b o th  w i th  d e c is io n - p r o n o u n c in g  p re ­
r o g a t i v e s ,  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d ;  c f .  J .  van d e r  P lo e g , "Les c h e f s  du 
p eu p le  d ' l s r a d l  e t  l e u r s  t i t r e s , "  RB_ 57 (1 9 5 0 ) :4 0 -4 1 ;  Moore, p .  224; 
P e d e r s e n ,  p . 504, who c la im s ,  how ever,  t h a t  Job  29 :9  shows t h a t  Q ' T i /  
w ere  n o t  e x c lu s i v e ly  m i l i t a r y  p eo p le  ( a t  which McKenzie e x p r e s s  su r­
p r i s e d  d i s a g r e e m e n t ) .  Usage c e r t a i n l y  f a v o r s  m i l i t a r y  meaning f o r  
th e  word and s u g g e s t s  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  as w e l l ;  most 
o f  th e  s c h o l a r s h ip  c i t e d  above r e c o g n iz e s  th e s e  two a s p e c t s  more o r  
l e s s  e x p l i c i t l y .
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i s  Che a u e s t i o n  o f  why th e  " e l d e r s "  sough t Jep h th ah  as a j ^ p s t  
f i r s t ,  r a t h e r  than  t h e i r  V/X~l.  Boling s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  makes 
t r a n s p a r e n t  an in a d e q u a te  th e o lo g y :
What was i r r e g u l a r ,  f o r  th e  p e r io d ,  was th e  manner o f  i t s  
b e s to w a l ,  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Yahweh had now been r e l e g a t e d  to  
the  p o s i t i o n  o f  co n f irm in g  th e  e l d e r s '  own s e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  
h i g h e s t  l e a d e r s h i p .
But c o n s id e r in g  th e  meaning o f  th e  t i t l e ,  i t  a p p e a rs  p o s s i b l e  
to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e y ,  no t t h e  " p r i n c e s , "  were s e l f - s e e k i n g .  B o ling  
i s  hard on th e  □"’“IV  :
The t r o u b l e  w ith  th e  c a p t a i n s  o f  th e  fo r c e  was t h a t  none o f  
them wanted to  go. The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  h igh  o f f i c e  o f  
ju d g e  i s  h e re  regarded  as a p r o t e c t i o n  a g a in s t  th e  e r o s io n  o f  th e  
good l i f e  en joyed by th e  c a p t a i n s .
One can read t h i s  i m p l i c a t i o n  out o f  th e  s ta te m e n t  o f  10:18; 
b u t  th e  t e x t  does  no t r e a l l y  say  i t  o r  n e c e s s a r i l y  imply i t .  What i t  
d o es  d o ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  i s  pu t th e  " e l d e r s "  in  a bad l i g h t .  One may 
o b s e r v e ,  fo r  example, t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  a W)H, w hile  th e  O ^ J p T
want o n ly  a The n a r r a t i v e  can be tak en  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  to  imply
r a t h e r  t h a t  b o th  th e  O'*"Wand Je p h th a h  a re  w is e r  and b e t t e r  m o t iv a te d  
th a n  th e  e l d e r s ,  s i n c e  they  know t h e  r e a l  need i s  a . I t  i s
r a t h e r  th e  e ld e r s  who want o n ly  a tem pora ry  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  presum­
a b ly  t o  p r o t e c t  them in  t h e i r  power. There  i s ,  in  f a c t ,  n o t  a h i n t
o f  judgm ent on th e  p r in c e s  o r  on Je p h th a h  in  th e  whole mass o f  J e p h ­
th a h  m a t e r i a l ;  th e  t e x t  d o es  n o t  say  o r  a c t u a l l y  im ply t h a t  some 
d i s o b e d i e n t  r e l a t i o n  to  Yahweh i s  behind th e  p e rce iv ed  need fo r  a
I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  the  n a r r a t i v e  has
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  195.
2I b i d . ,  p . 195.
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been c o n s t ru c te d  so as  to  c e l e b r a t e  th e  wisdom o f  c e n t r a l  government 
in  G i le a d .  The " p r in c e s "  o f  G ilead  knew i t  was n e e d fu l ;  th e  " b ro th ­
e r s "  of J e p h th a h ,  soon to  become " e l d e r s " ,  however, s e iz e d  power, and 
wished only  a tem porary  "commander." Follow ing  th e  s h i f t s  in  the 
t e x t ,  th e  p i c t u r e  i s  som eth ing  l i k e  th e  fo l lo w in g :  th e  " p r i n c e s , ” 
i . e . ,  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a l l  th e  c l a n s  o f  G i l e a d ,  re co g n ized  th a t  
they  were no lo n g e r  ab le  to  ex e c u te  th e  p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t io n s  a g a in s t  
Ammon. Soon, in  th e  wake o f  t h i s  w eakness ,  a l e a d e r s h i p  r e v o lu t i o n  
o ccu rred  in  which th e  fa m i ly  o f  J e p h th a h  g a in ed  power and ascendency  
, 1 1 :2 ) ,  d i s p l a c i n g  the more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r i n c e s '  r u l e .  
The p r i n c e s ,  o n ly  too  g lad  to  r e l e g a t e  th e  p r o t e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  to  a 
p ro m is in g ,  oow erful c l a n ,  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  former c o n t r o l .  The 
fa m i ly  of Je p h th a h ,  a l a s ,  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  i t  can n o t  d e l i v e r  on th e  
p r o t e c t i v e  needs e i t h e r .  But s in c e  they  a r e  n o t  so w i l l i n g  to 
concede power as th e  p r i n c e s ,  J ep h th ah  i s  summoned fo r  h e l p .  I t  i s
im p o r tan t  to  o b se rv e  t h a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  i s  in  s u b s t a n t i a l  agreement
w ith  th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of t r i b a l  r u l e  su g g es ted  
by L i v e r . * The in te r m e d ia t e  s t a g e ,  in  h i s  v iew , between t r i b a l  r u l e  
and a r a d i c a l  e f f o r t  a t  u n i t y  renew al such  as monarchy, ap p e a rs  to  
have i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l e g a t e d  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n ,  which once 
belonged to  th e  t r i b e ,  to  th e  sec o n d a ry  and s m a l le r  s o c i a l  u n i t y ,  th e  
n n S V O  . But th e  s m a l l e r  the  s o c i a l  u n i t  in  w hich th e  p r o t e c t i v e  
fu n c t io n s  were e x e r c i s e d ,  t h e  more p r e c a r io u s  became th e  d eg ree  o f
p r o t e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h .  The dev e lo p m en ts  in  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  from 10:18
' 'L iv e r ,  p p .  190-193; Weber, p p .  10-20; W eb er 's  d i s c u s s i o n  
a l r e a d y  re co g n ized  (1917-1919) t h a t  "nomadic" and " s e d e n ta r y "  a re  not 
d i s c r e t e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  and how much f lu x  e x i s t e d  in  p o w e r / s e c u r i t y  
p o s s e s s io n  d u r in g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d ;  c f .  G o t tw a ld , T r i b e s ,  pp . 
327-334, 358-361, c f .  p p .  282-284.
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th ro u g h  11:8 r e f l e c t  t h i s  p ro c e s s  and ex em p lify  i t  r a t h e r  e x a c t l y ,  i f  
one ta k e s  s e r i o u s l y  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between , a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g
a l l / l i n D U / f i  o f  G i l e a d ,  and th e  b r o t h e r s / e l d e r s  o f  th e  rem a in d e r  o f  
th e  s t o r y  in c lu d in g  th e  i n t e r p o l a t e d  c l a r i f y i n g  l i n e ,  11 :1 .  T h is  
l i n e  w ith  v s .  2 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  a f a m i ly  q u a r r e l  
in v o lv e d ,  as R ic h te r  has o b s e r v e d ,*  a l th o u g h  a fam ily  q u a r r e l  r e ­
f l e c t i n g  a s h i f t  in  power in  th e  g o v e rn an ce  o f  G i lead  (IV t V  ) ) .
P r e l i m in a r y  C o n c lu s io n s  
F i r s t ,  10:18 can n o t  be s e p a r a te d  from 11:8 ; t h i s  means t h a t
th e  a n a l y s i s  above s u p p o r t s  th o s e  s t u d e n t s  o f  Judges who see  10:17—
2 311:11 a s  a whole u n i t  r a t h e r  than  two in d e p e n d e n t ly  formed p i e c e s .
The o b s e r v a t io n s  above fa v o r  th e  hom ogeneity  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o f  10:18
th ro u g h  11 :8 .
I t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  o b se rv ed  t h a t  "G ile ad "  i s  p e r s o n i f i e d  h e re— 
th e  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  th e  p e rso n  ( c f . ,  e . g . ,  Cooke, p .  115).  Yet a s  
R i c h t e r  s u g g e s t s ,  what i s  n a r r a t e d  i s  a c t u a l l y  a fa m i ly  q u a r r e l  over 
J e p h t h a h ' s  m o th e r 's  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  I t  i s  a l s o  now s a i d  ( e . g . ,
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s ,  p .  56; S o g g in ,  J u d g e s , p .  205) t h a t  " b r o t h e r s "  means 
th e  "w id e r  c la n "  o r  " m i l i t a r y  c o n f e d e r a t e s . "  While t h i s  usage i s  
a t t e s t e d  a t  Mari and i s  c u r r e n t  in  Ju d g e s  e l s e w h e re ,  i t  does  n o t  f o l ­
low t h a t  t h i s  must everyw here  be t h e  o n ly  m eaning . The c o n te x t  h e re  
i s  n o t  r e a l l y  m i l i t a r y ,  and th e  p e r t i n e n t  p a r t s  o f  th e  s t ro p h e  l e a v e  
th e  im p re s s io n  o f  a l i m i t e d  f a m i ly  q u a r r e l ,  a s  R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e -  
f e ru n g e n ,"  pp. 553-554; c f .  p .  494— "Jedoch  h a t  man den E in d ru c k ,  
d a s s  es s i c h  in  V. 2f urn e in e  F a m i l i e n a n g e le g e n h e i t  . . ."  Thus, o s ­
c i l l a t i o n  in  s o c i a l  range  i s  p o s s i b l e  from th e  more l i t e r a l ,  l i m i t e d  
u se  o f  " b ro th e r "  to  g r o u p / m i l i t a r y  use;  b u t  one must no t  a l lo w  th e  
g l i t t e r  o f  d i s c o v e r y  to  r i d e  roughshod o v er  s p e c i f i c  c o n te x t ;  " b ro th ­
e r "  c a n n o t  be made to  mean " m i l i t a r y  c o n f e d e r a te "  o r  even " c l a n -  
meraber” everywhere w i th o u t  f u r t h e r  ado .
2
Sogg in ,  J u d g e s . pp. 203 -2 0 5 ;  Moore, p .  281; Budde, R i c h t e r , 
p .  80; T h a tc h e r ,  p .  107, bu t  a l l  w i th  more o r  l e s s  wonderment abou t 
th e  c o n n e c t io n s ;  R ic h te r  to o ,  though  in  a d i f f e r e n t  way, saw th e  
c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  v e r s e  as  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e .
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p. 195; B urney , J u d g e s , p .  300-301; V in c e n t ,  
J B , p .  323; H e r t z b e r g ,  R i c h t e r , p .  21*3.
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S eco n d ly ,  i t  i s  now p o s s i b l e  to  s u g g e s t  a t h e s i s  ab o u t  th e  
i n t e n t i o n  of t h i s  u n i f i e d  p e r ic o p e  (w h e th e r  10:17 a l s o  b e lo n g s ,  or 
how, i s  d i s c u s s e d  b e lo w ) .  I t s  p o in t  ap p e a rs  to  have been to  i l l u s ­
t r a t e  th e  emergence o f  a form o f  c e n t r a l  government in  G ilead  under 
one permanent head as a re co g n ized  need o f  th e  " p r in c e s "  o f  G ilead  
d u r in g  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  p e r io d .  The p e r ic o p e  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  
to  cope w i th  th e  m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  o f  Ammon. At th e  same t im e  i t  
a t t a c k s  th e  p e t t v  m a c h in a t io n s  of a fa m i ly  which s e iz e d  power in  th e  
c r i s i s ,  b u t  was no more a b le  to  d ea l  w i th  th e  m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  than  
th e  p r i n c e s .  The p e r ic o p e  a l s o  em phasizes  th e  lo w ly ,  u n l i k e l v  o r i ­
g in s  o f  th e  em ergent l e a d e r ,  J e p h th a h ,  and c e l e b r a t e s  h i s  move in to  
th e  l e a d e r s h i p  vacuum w ith  a t i t l e  s u g g e s t i n g  a l l  governm enta l  func­
t i o n s — " in  f a c t  a c la im  to  k i n g s h i p , " 1 as  th e  emerging a d j a c e n t  t r i -
?
bal s t a t e s  o f  Moab, Edom, and Ammon s u g g e s t  by a n a lo g y . "  These 
n a t i o n - s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  had a who fo u g h t  I s r a e l  on v a r io u s  f r o n t s .
V in c e n t ,  JB_, p .  323; t h a t  VOO impl i e s  powers and f u n c t io n s  
an a lo g o u s  to  k in g s h ip  i s  w id e ly  re c o g n iz e d  as V i n c e n t ' s  comment in ­
d i c a t e s ,  b u t  one may n o te  a l s o  fo r  example T. I s h i d a ,  " L e a d e r s ,"  pp. 
517-522, and e s p e c i a l l y  C. Gordon, Common B ackground , po. 239, 286, 
295-297, who a rg u es  t h a t  " r u l e r "  = "k ing"  in  th e  E a s t  M e d i te r r a n e a n  
g e n e r a l l y  in  th e  p e r io d  x i i - x  B .C .E . C f. H. C a z e l l e s ,  " S h i lo h ,  th e  
Customary Laws and th e  R e tu rn  o f  th e  A n c ien t  K in g s ,"  in  P ro c la m a t io n  
and P r e s e n c e , ed. J .  I .  Durham and J .  R. P o r t e r  (Macon, G a .:  M ercer 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 8 3 ),  pp . 239-251 .
2
In  a d d i t i o n  to  m a t e r i a l  in  th e  p re c e d in g  n o t e ,  t h e r e  i s  the  
o b s e r v a t io n  by A l t ,  E s s a y s . pp . 183-205, t h a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s  
th e s e  t r i b a l - s t a t e s  fu n c t io n e d  w ith  k in g s  which d id  no t  found dynas­
t i e s ,  bu t  whose "k in g "  was s im p ly  th e  most pow erfu l c h a r i s m a t i c  
l e a d e r .  I t  does  n o t  seem p o s s i b l e  to  co n f irm  o r  deny  t h i s  as  y e t  f o r  
Ammon, d e s p i t e  th e  grow th  of Ammonite i n s c r i p t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  which 
i s ,  how ever,  meager; b u t  s e e  2 Sam 10:1 f o r  Ammon and 2 Kgs 3:27 f o r  
Moab; c f .  G a rb in i ,  pp. 159-168; F. M. C ro s s ,  J r . ,  "Notes on th e  Am­
m onite  I n s c r i p t i o n  from T e l l  S i r a n , "  BASOR 212 (1 9 7 3 ) :1 2 - 1 5 ,  i s  ab le  
to  i d e n t i f y  abou t e le v e n  k in g s  of Ammon, bu t  i t  i s  no t  c l e a r  which 
a r e  f a t h e r s  and which a r e  s o n s .  The Edomite "k in g s"  o f  Gen 3 6 :31 -39  
a r e  t r i b a l  c h i e f t a n s ,  no t d y n a s t i c  s u c c e s s o r s ,  as  B u c c e l l a t i ,  pp. 
125-130, shows.
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The o f f i c e  of k ing  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t t e s t e d  in  Judg 3 :12-30  (Moab), 
11 :17-18  (Edom), and 1 Sam 12:12 (Ammon) where the  power o f  Ammonite 
k in g s h ip  i s  c i t e d  as am im petus fo r  I s r a e l ' s  r e q u e s t  fo r  a k i n g .
T h is  p e r ic o p e  p ro c la im s  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s in g l e - h e a d  r u l e  in 
G i l e a d . 1
The n a r r a t i v e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the p ro c e s s  was " d e m o c r a t i c ,"
i . e . ,  i t  a ro s e  from th e  p eo p le  v i a  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  fo r  th e  same
2re a s o n s  as  th e  monarchy a r o s e  soon a f t e r .  Even though d e m o c ra t ic "  
in t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  a c t i o n  a p p e a rs  to  have been accompanied or p e r -  
m anen tized  and s a c r a l i z e d  by a form of c e re m o n ia l— an o a t h ,  o r  a 
t r e a t y — " b e fo re  th e  Lord a t  Mizpah (1 1 :11b) Mizpah i s  to  be r e ­
co g n ized  as a g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  im p o r ta n t  framing d e v ic e  in  t h i s  p e r i ­
cope i f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  has been  c o r r e c t l y  ju d g ed .  These  
e v e n ts  a t  Mizpah a r e  s i m i l a r  to  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  D a v id 's  k in g s h ip  
a t  Hebron (2 Sam 5 ) .
I t  a p p e a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  two J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e
P o l z i n ,  pp .  178-179, i n t e r p r e t s  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  n a r ­
r a t i v e  to  l i e  in  e x h i b i t i n g  J e p h th a h  as  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  Yahweh in  h i s  
freedom : " I f  God r e f u s e s  to  be used by I s r a e l ,  J e p h th a h  has no such 
h e s i t a t i o n  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  G i l e a d . "  Such a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  judgment 
seems to  o u t s t r i p  th e  t e x t u a l  i n t e n t i o n .
2
On d e m o c ra c y -k in g sh ip  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  c f .  e . g . ,  F r a n k f o r t ,  pp . 
214-220; H. F r a n k f o r t  e t .  a l . ,  p p .  128-129; C. U. W olf,  " T ra c e s  o f  
P r i m i t i v e  Democracy in  A nc ien t  I s r a e l "  JNES 6 (1947 ) :8 4 -1 0 4 ;  T. 
J a c o b s e n ,  " P r i m i t i v e  Democracy in  A nc ien t  M esopotam ia ,"  JNES 2 
(1 9 4 3 ) :1 5 9 -1 7 2 ;  R. G o rd i s ,  "D em ocra t ic  O r ig in s  in  A nc ien t I s r a e l , "  in  
A. Marx J u b i l e e  Volume (New York, 1950); T. M e t t i n g e r ,  King and Mes­
s i a h :  The C i v i l  and S a c r a l  L e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  K ings  (Lund:
C. W. K. GLeerup, 1965), p p .  107-130.
3
So K a l l u v e e t t i l ,  p p .  33 -34 ; B u c c e l l a t i ,  p p .  121-130 ; Met­
t i n g e r ,  p .  I l l ;  P e d e r s e n ,  1 :3 -4 8 ;  W e in f e ld , Deuteronom y, p .  91, n . l ;  
M alamat, World H i s t o r y . 3 :1 1 1 ,  165. K a l l u v e e t t i l ,  p .  63, s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  W X 1) D'"i/ means "make one Lord" and c i t i e s  a t r e a t y  between 
M u r s i l i s  I I  and K upanta-Kal f o r  an e q u i v a l e n t  where k in g s  a re  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l s  o f  th e  t r e a t y ;  c f .  a l s o  T a u b le r ,  p p .  285-286.
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have been a r ran g e d  Co c r e a t e  a sequence  in  which r e p e n ta n c e  l e a d s  to  
th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s i n g l e  head governm ent in  G i le a d .  T h is  s e ­
quence ap p ea rs  to  be a p a r t i c u l a r  co n ce rn  o f  th e  e d i t o r .  In f a c t ,  he 
has b roken  up th e  f i r s t  few c o l a  o f  th e  s t o r y  in  o rd e r  to  i n t e g r a t e  
i t  i n t o  h i s  second i n t r o d u c t i o n .
The S to r y  M argins 
( 1 0 : 8 - 9 .  17; 1 1 :9 -1 1 ;  ? C? A; A' 3 '  C ' )
T e x t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  m inor  problems h e r e .  ( 1 )  A v e ry  few
Hebrew MSS add in  1 1 :9 c .  T h is  i s  r e g u l a r  ho ly -w ar te rm in o lo g y ,
and w h i le  i t  i s  n o t  an Im p la u s ib le  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  type
which would be n a t u r a l  f o r  a s c r i b e  s te e p e d  in  th e  ho ly -w ar  form ulae
o f  t h e  Former P r o p h e t s .  ( 2 )  For inix try in  11 :11b , LXX A h a s  o \<os JuT'l'S,
* ' 1 \ '  * \ ✓ w h i le  B has oO/t&V o A^OT; L u c ian  o m its  M 4os , and he i s  su p p o r te d  in
t h i s  by th e  Old L a t in  and the  a s t e r i s k  o f  O rigen  in  the H ex ap la .*  I f
L ucian  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  Old Greek h e r e ,  i t  i s  b e s t  to  be c a u t i o u s  and
n o t  b u i ld  much on T3y which may a f t e r  a l l  have once been m is s in g  in
th e  Hebrew, i f  th e  Old Greek lack ed  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t , Xdos  • I t  would
n o t  be s a f e  to  see an i n c l u s i o  w i th  10:18 h e r e .  Even i f  th e  re ad in g
i s  sound, an i n c l u s i o  f u n c t i o n  i s  d o u b t f u l .
The s t ro p h e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 11:9-11 have no c o u n t e r p a r t  ( r e ­
m ain in g )  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e .  However, th e  sy m m etr ica l  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  may have been a s t a g e  
b e fo re  th e  e d i t i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  th e  f i n a l  form o f  th e  t e x t ,  in  
w hich s t r o p h e s  c o r re sp o n d in g  to  th o se  o f  11:9-11 w ere  in c lu d e d  near 
t h e  b e g in n in g .  One p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  o b v io u s ly  t h a t  th e s e  s t r o p h e s  have 
been broken o f f  and l o s t .  But a n o th e r  i s  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e
' 'B odine, op . 105, 120.
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o r i g i n a l  s t r o p h e s  have been removed o n ly  to  be reused  in  p a r t  i n  
1 0 :8 -1 0 ,  17, b u t ,  one would have to  s a y ,  in  r e w r i t t e n  form,* and 
f r a g m e n t a r i l v .  These a l l e g e d  l i n e s  have been in c lu d ed  in  th e  Hebrew 
t e x t  e x h i b i t  ( F i g .  3 ) .
T h ere  a r e  re a s o n s  to  suppose t h a t  some kind of co r re sp o n d en ce  
e x i s t s  between c e r t a i n  f rag m en ts  o f  10 :8-18  and th e  m a t e r i a l  o f  
1 1 :1 -1 1 ,  as R ic h te r  n o te d ,  a l th o u g h  in  a d i f f e r e n t  way. ( 1 )  10:17 
and 11:11 end a t  th e  same p o i n t ,  i . e . ,  n n U V /O * -  (2 )  The '111 O n V n 1? 
'|iZDV'of 11 :9b m ight be viewed as an echo o f  . . .  j)23y  ’ JH  
D n ^ n V o f  1059. (3 )  The 7y*7>^of 1 0 :8 ,  17 has an echo in  the  t h r i c e
re p e a te d  T y V >  '3j>Y o f  1 1 :9 a ,  10a, 11a; t h e  im p o rtan ce  o f  t h i s  
g e o g ra p h ic a l  term i s  c l e a r  when one c o n s id e r s  i t s  f req u en c y  th ro u g h ­
o u t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  Ty*?A  i n  th e  f i r s t  co lon  of
each s t ro p h e  s t a r t i n g  w i th  1 1 :5 b ,  and i t s  c o r re s p o n d in g  frequency  in  
10 :8 , 17, 18a, c; 11:1, 2. I t s  ab se n ce  from any p a r t  o f  11:3 i s
anom alous. R ic h t e r  th o u g h t  he could  see  th e  hand t h a t  composed 
3
10:17b in 1 1 :1 1 c . - T h is  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s in c e  O t to s s o n  a l s o  saw a 
d e s ig n ed  c o r r e l a t i o n  of 10:17 w i th  1 1 :1 1 .
A nother c i rc u m s ta n c e  of i n t e r e s t  i s  t h a t  th e  fragm en ts  o f  th e  
A m m onite -Is rae l  c o n f l i c t  p re s e rv e d  in  1 0 :8 -1 0 ,  17 e x h i b i t  a co n s id ­
e r a b l e  hom ogeneity  o f  m o t i f s ,  which g e n e r a l l y  focus  on th e  background 
o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  w h i le  a t  th e  same tim e 11:9-11  h a s ,  a long  w ith  th e
* 0 t t o s s o n ,  pp .  154-155, o b s e r v e s  a ne tw ork  o f  v e r b a l  connec­
t i o n s  between 10:10 and 1 0 :1 6 .
2
I b i d . ,  p p .  160-161: "Thus 1 0 v l 7 - l l v l l  could  be d e s c r ib e d  as  a 
r in g  co m p o s i t io n  based on th e  Mizpah elem ent . . .  Mizpah i s  th e  r a l ­
ly i n g  p o in t  in th e  e n t i r e  J e p h th a h  c y c l e . "
3R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i c f e r u n g e n ," p .  496; c f .  O t to s s o n ,  pp. 153 —
154.
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modest b u t  c l e a r  c o n n e c t iv e s  no ted  above , a n o th e r  s e t  o f  i t s  own 
homogeneous i n t e r n a l  m o t i f s  which focus on i t s  c o n c l u s i o n .  These 
i n t e r n a l  h o m o g en e i t ie s  climax w ith  th e  in  each  o f  t h e  two
b l o c k s .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  g e n e ra l  s u b j e c t  lo c u s  s i m i l a r i t y  
between th e  two g ro u p s  o f  s t r o p h e s / c o l a , i . e . ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  
th e  Ammonite war (1 0 :8 -1 0 ,  17) and the c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  p r o v i s io n s  
fo r  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  (1 1 :9 -1 1 )  in  th e  ap p o in tm en t  o f  Je p h th a h  a s  
Vl/V"). The d e t a i l s  o f  th e  two p o r t i o n s  ( 1 0 :8 - 1 0 ,  17; 1 1 :9 -1 1 )  may 
now be n o t e d .
In 1 0 :8 -1 0 ,  17 th e  fo l lo w in g  a r e  i n t e r n a l  r e p e t i t i o n s :  ( I )  use 
o f  " I s r a e l "  o r  " so n s  of I s r a e l "  ( 1 0 :8 a ,  8 c ,  9 c ,  17b) which i s  e l s e ­
where echoed in  " I s r a e l "  a t  th e  c e n t e r  ( v s s .  4 - 5 a ) ;  (2 )  dual use of 
i l iW in  10:8ab in  a co n fu sed — perh ap s  t e x t u a l l y  d i s t u r b e d — tim e 
n o t i c e ;  (3 )  dual use o f  i n  1 0 :8 c ,  9a; (4 )  dual use o f  th e  ro o t
'lO.y’in  1 0 :8 ,  9; (5) c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  o p p r e s s io n  words in  1 0 :8 a ,  9c 
( y V ! ,  yKT, (6 )  dual ( o r  more i f  10:7 a l s o  c o n t a i n s  fragm en ts
o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  s t r o p h e s )  u se  o f  | ) £ y  ''3D.in  1 0 :9 a ,  17a; (7)  a kind 
o f  s t e p  p a r a l l e l i s m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  can s t i l l  be seen  in  10:8 w i th  i t s  
fo u r  co la ;  (8)  10:17 i s  a c l e a r l y  d e s ig n ed  p a r a l l e l  b ic o lo n  w i th  (a )  
v e rb  (b) ’ 3 D ,  ( c) the  two w a r r in g  n a t i o n s ,  (d )  7331"!, and (e )  a 
g e o g r a p h ic a l  no te  a t  th e  end o f  each c o lo n .
In the  c o r re s p o n d in g  c o n c lu s io n  ( 1 1 :9 -1 1 )  one can see  th e  
r e p e t i t i o n s  in  t h e i r  in ten d ed  a rran g em en ts  and p lace m en ts  more c l e a r ­
l y :  ( 1 )  f o r  th e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  and c o n c lu s io n  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s
betw een Je p h th ah  and th e  e l d e r s  ( 1 1 :9 a ,  10a) ;  (2) c o n c e n t r a t e d  use o f  
s p e e c h / l i s t e n i n g  words in  v s s .  10b ( y f i V )  , 10c, l '  c ( » ] 3 3 . ‘ r 3  , 
- a r * i ,  n a n — a c o n c e n t r a t e d  use  o f  words f o r  v e rb a l  exchange
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r e f l e c t i n g  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i n t e r e s t  in  n e g o t i a t i o n  and t r e a t y ; ^
(3 )  r e p e t i t i o n  ofW XT as t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e s e  s t r o p h e s  ( 1 1 : 9d 
[ c l i m a c t i c ] ,  l i b ) — a use  o f  t h e  concep t su p e rse d ed  in  th e  th o u g h t  
f low  o n ly  by i t s  c l i m a c t i c  embodiment in  th e  t r e a t y  o f  v s .  l i e ;
(4) a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  th e  o rd e r  ( a p p r o p r i a t e  to  d i a lo g u e  flow) o f  n n S 1 
and Ty*7X "3|>)-in t r i p l e  r e p e t i t i o n  in  9 a ,  10a, l l a ;  (5") t r i p l e  use o f  
a m 1 in  9 c ,  10b, l i e ;  a g r a d u a l i z e d  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  Yahweh by name in to  
th e  s t o r y  which seems to  co r re sp o n d  to th e  movement toward c l im ax ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t r e a t y  ( c f .  10b, l i e ) ;  and (6) d u a l  use  o f  ’'30*7 (9 c ,  l i e )  
which may be reg a rd ed  as i n c i d e n t a l  s in c e  th e  two u s e s  a r e  n o t  v e ry  
w e ll  co n n e c ted — " b e f o r e  my p re sen ce "  r e f e r s  to  J e p h th a h  in  th e  f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e  (9 c )  and Yahweh's p re s e n c e  in  th e  second ( 1 1 c ) .  A side  from 
t h e s e  v e r b a l  r e p e t i t i o n s  w hich e x h i b i t  t h e  m o t i f s  o f  v s s .  9 - 1 1 ,  th e  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  a t  v s .  9 e n t e r  a more d e c i s i v e  s t a g e  s i n c e  J e p h t h a h ' s  
o b j e c t i o n s  a r e  c l e a re d  away in  v s .  8 b ,  and th e  t i t l e  i s  reused
in  6 c  in  th e  c l i m a c t i c  co lo n  answ ering  to  1 0 : 18c. S t i l l  one must 
re c o g n iz e  c l e a r  c o n t i n u i t y  betw een 11:7 -8  and 1 1 :9 -1 1 ;  no sh a rp  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  can be p o s s i b l e  s in c e  th e  c o n t i n u i t y  i s  so o b v io u s .  
Thus t h e r e  i s  e x h ib i t e d  a co m b in a t io n  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  in  which 
1 0 :8 -1 0 ,  17 have c o n t i n u i t i e s  w ith  1 0 :1 8 -1 1 :8  as w e ll  as i n t e r n a l  
m o t i f s  o f  t h e i r  own. S i m i l a r l y ,  11 :9-11  have i n t e r n a l  m o t i f s  o f  
t h e i r  own as  w e ll  as c l e a r  c o n t i n u i t i e s  w i th  10 :18—1 1 :8 .  Both o f
*K. K och 's  rem ark ,  p .  150, t h a t  I s r a e l i t e  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  
i s  " reach ed  in  s p e e c h ,  which u s u a l l y  t a k e s  th e  form o f  d i a l o g u e , ” i s  
a p p o s i t e  h e r e .  He makes t h i s  p o in t  in  a  g e n e r a l i z e d  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
between European and I s r a e l i t e  s a g a s ,  t h i n k in g  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  
sag a s  o f  th e  P a t r i a r c h a l  s t o r i e s  and th e  long  s t o r y  o f  th e  r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  of Saul and David; R. A l t e r ,  pp .  63-87 p a ss im ,  and p .  182 
makes s i m i l a r  o b s e r v a t io n s  ab o u t  th e  r o l e  of d i a lo g u e  in  th e  Hebrew 
B i b le .
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th e s e  b eg in n in g  and end ing  p o r t i o n s  conc lude  w i th  th e  c lim ax  term " a t  
M izpah."  T h is  p la c e  name i s  th e  n a r r a t i v e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  lo cu s  o f  th e  
p r im ary  t e n s io n  (A m m on/Israel)  in  th e  s t o r y  as w e ll  as  th e  lo c u s  o f  
i t s  r e s o l u t i o n .
D e sp i te  th e s e  e v id e n c e s  o f  u n i t y ,  how ever,  t h e r e  i s  an ap­
p a re n t  problem between 11:9 and 11:11c to  which R ich te r^  r i g h t l y  
draws a t t e n t i o n  and from w hich he co n c lu d e s  t h a t  11c can n o t  p o s s i b ly  
be o r i g i n a l .  The problem i s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  th e  ev id e n c e s  f o r  composi­
t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  J e p h th a h  a t  f i r s t  ( 1 1 :9 )  n e g o t i a t e s  th e  t i t l e  WX~I o n ly  
on th e  c o n d i t io n  t h a t  he and th e y  t o g e th e r  w i th  Yahweh's h e lp  o v e r­
come th e  Ammonites. But in  11:11b he i s  g iv e n  th e  t i t l e  in  a 
t r e a t y  ceremony b e fo re  th e  b a t t l e  even b e g in s .  R ic h te r  p r e f e r s  a 
1 i t e r a r y / r e d a c t i o n a l  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y .  I s  t h e r e  anv 
o t h e r  s o lu t io n ?  The com m entators  do not seem to  be aware o f  the  
problem . Some e x p re s s  s u r p r i s e  a t  th e  way t h i s  p e r ic o p e  en d s :  Cooke,
e . g . ,  b ecau se  i t  seems to  him t h a t  J e p h th a h  would r a t h e r  have i n s i s t r
2
ed t h a t  th e  e l d e r s  r e p e a t  t h e i r  w o rd s ,  B o ling  because t h e r e  has been
no r e f e r e n c e  to th e  Mizpah am p h ic ty o n lc  c e n te r  p r e v io u s l y  in  th e
3 4s t o r y .  Cooke and Moore had a l r e a d y  e x p re s s e d  the  o p in io n  t h a t
1 1 : l i b  i s  more p e r t i n e n t  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  t h e  vow o f  11 :29 .  They
th i n k  th e  f ragm ent has been c r e a t e d  by an im proper b re a k  in  th e  t e x t ,
and th e  t e x t  flow co m p l ica ted  by th e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  1 1 :1 2 -2 8 .  Burney,
^ R ic h te r ,  "Uber l i e f e r  ungen , ' '  p . 495; c f .  M ittm ann, p p .  63-75 ,  
who fo l lo w s  R ic h t e r  in  co n c lu d in g  f o r  an e d i t o r  who s im ply  l e t  th e  
t e n s i o n s  rem ain .
2
Cooke, o .  117; c f .  Moore, d .  288; Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  82. 
^ B o lin g ,  J u d g e s . p .  199.
4
Cooke, d .  17; Moore, p .  288.
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however, had no d i f f i c u l t y  in  e x p la in in g  sim ply  t h a t  J e p h th a h  was not 
c o n te n t  to  l e t  t h e  m a t t e r  go w i th  an agreem ent b u t  c o n s id e r e d  i t  im­
p o r t a n t  enough to  so lem nize  i t  " b e f o re  the  L ord ."*  H e r tz b e rg  sug­
g e s t s  t h a t  perh ap s  th e  r e a s o n  why Je p h th ah  r e p e a t s  h i s  own words i s
7
t h a t  he i s  f u n c t io n in g  a s  a d v o c a te  f o r  the  p e o p l e ' s  n e e d s . -  T h is  
s u g g e s t io n  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  s in c e  i t  e x p la in s  c l e a r l y ,  i f  s p e c u l a t i v e -  
l y ,  why such a o n e - s id e d  a c t  by J ep h th ah  i s  f e a t u r e d .
The problem , however, i s  no t r e a l l y  r e s o lv e d  by th e s e  o b se rv a ­
t i o n s ,  s u g g e s t iv e  as  th e y  m igh t b e .  Perhaps ( I )  th e  s ta te m e n t  o f  v s .  
l i b  t h a t  th e  p eo p le  made J ep h th ah  Commander and Head o n ly  summarizes 
t h e  p reced in g  a c t i o n ,  so t h a t  the  meaning i s  t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  r e p r e ­
s e n t s  th e  n e g o t i a t i o n s ;  th e  agreem ent i s  what J ep h th ah  so lem n ized ;  o r  
( 2 )  one may s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  th ey  a c t u a l l y  d id  co n c lu d e  a r e a l  i n s t a l ­
l a t i o n  in  o f f i c e  which was s t i l l  c o n t in g e n t  on th e  war v i c t o r y .  E i­
t h e r  o f  th e se  e x p l a n a t io n s  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  so t h a t  R i c h t e r ' s  ap p ea l  
to  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  i s  u n n e c e s s a ry .  The f i n a l  two c o la  a r e  r a t h e r  
i n t e g r a l l y  c l i m a c t i c .  H e r t z b e r g 's  s u g g e s t io n ,  how ever,  i f  c o r r e c t ,  
im p lie s  t h a t  th e  n a r r a t o r  saw J e p h th a h ' s  a c t i o n s  as  a l t r u i s t i c a l l y  
s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g ,  th u s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  v ro r th in ess  a s  a "Head" of th e  
p e o p le .  This would make a f i t t i n g  c o n c lu s io n  to  a n a r r a t i v e  which 
o th e rw is e  i s  c l e a r l y  aimed a t  t e l l i n g  th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  r i s e  o f  a 
s i n g l e  r u l e r / j u d g e  in  G ilead  s h o r t l y  b e fo re  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  mon­
a r c h y .
*Burney, J u d g e s . p .  310.
2
H e r tz b e r g ,  p .  214.
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N a r r a t i v e  Genre
I s  i t  p o s s i b l e ,  now, a f t e r  hav ing  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  
f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  q u a s i - p o e t i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  to  say any more 
abou t  i t s  g en re?  S e v e ra l  d eve lopm en ts  in  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  a r e  impor­
t a n t .
G. C oates  has  summarized th e  e le m e n ts  on one im p o r ta n t  
n a r r a t i v e  s u b -g e n re  as  f o l l o w s :
A t a l e  i s  a s h o r t  n a r r a t i v e ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a minimum number 
o f  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a s i n g l e  s c e n e ,  and a s im p le  p l o t .  T y p i c a l l y ,  th e  
t a l e  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  f o r  th e  p l o t  ( e x p o s i t i o n ) , 
th en  d e v e lo p  a p o in t  o f  t e n s i o n  a s  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  th e  p l o t .  The 
p l o t  u n fo ld s  as an a r c  ru n n in g  from the  t e n s io n  to  a r e s o l u t i o n
o f  th e  t e n s i o n .  The b r e v i t y  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i o n  i s  a r e l a t i v e  ^
f a c t o r ,  b u t  th e  co m p lex i ty  o f  th e  p l o t  rem a ins  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d .
These a re  t h e  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  s t o r y  of The R ise  
o f  J e p h th a h .  ',T a l e ,' Im p l ie s ,  a s  C oates  s u g g e s t s ,  t h a t  the  s t o r y  
b e longed  to  th e  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  t h e  o r a l  s t o r y t e l l e r ,  t h a t  i t  cou ld  be 
to ld  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o r  as  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  s e r i e s  ( " s a g a " ) ,  and t h a t  
i t  was used m ain ly  f o r  e n t e r t a in m e n t  o r  e d i f i c a t i o n .
R ic h te r  was th e  f i r s t  to  o f f e r  a s u b s t a n t i a l  form a n a l y s i s  o f
t h i s  s t o r y .  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  p o r t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o r i g i n a l l y  o f  an 
e x p la n a to r y  b eg in n in g  ( " e x p o s i t i o n " ) ,  c o n t a in in g  the  su b s ta n c e  o f  
11 :1 -3  ( l e s s  l a t e r  g l o s s e s )  w i th  i t s  n o t i c e  o f  a J e p h th a h - b r o th e r s  
f a m i ly  q u a r r e l .  The main oody o f  th e  s t o r y  ("K o rp u s" )  c o n s i s t e d  of 
11:5-11 ( l e s s  g l o s s e s )  in  which th e  G ilead-Am m onite c o n f l i c t  was n a r ­
r a t e d .  Some o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  has  s in c e  been removed to  what i s  now 
1 0 :1 7 -1 8 .  The "Korpus" he d iv id e d  i n t o  two b a s i c  " s c e n e s , " — th e  
Ammonite-Gilead c o n f l i c t ,  and th e  E ld e r s - J e p h th a h  c o n f l i c t  p lu s  i t s  
r e s o l u t i o n .  T h is  a n a l y s i s  embodies t h e  id e a  t h a t  th e  Ammonite-
^C o a tes ,  pp. 7 -8 .
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G i l e a d i t e  c o n f l i c t  i s  a seco n d ary  en la rg em en t  o f  an o r i g i n a l  fam ily  
q u a r r e l  s t o r y . 1 The a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  p re ced in g  pages f in d s  a d i f f e r ­
e n t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  in  th e  tw in  c o n f l i c t s .  R i c h t e r ' s  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e
p r e s e n t  10 :17 -13  in  th e  e a r l i e r  form of th e  p e r ic o p e  a f t e r  1 1 :5 a  i s
o f  d o u b t f u l  v a l i d i t y .  However, h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n a r r a t i v e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  l a y e r s  o f  c o n f l i c t  fo llow ed  by r e s o l u t i o n  and 
clim ax i s  h e l p f u l .
In 1971, D. McCarthy p u b l ish e d  an a r t i c l e  in  which he in q u i re d
as  to w he the r  t h e r e  i s ,  in  c e r t a i n  n a r r a t i v e  p a s s a g e s  in  th e  Hebrew
2
B i b le ,  som eth ing  which might q u a l i f y  as "An I n s t a l l a t i o n  G en re ."
He proposed t h i s  f o r  what N. L ohfink  c a l l e d  an " O f f ic e  I n s t a l l a t i o n "
t o  d e s i g n a t e  c e r t a i n  n a r r a t i v a l  m a t e r i a l  of a n o n -p o e t i c  n a tu r e  in  
Deut 3 1 - J o s h  1, 1 Chr 28, Pss 27 , 31, and some o t h e r  p assag es  in  
C h r o n i c l e s .  T h is  g en re  r e l a t e s  to  i n s t a l l a t i o n  in  o f f i c e  e i t h e r  in  a 
l e a d e r s h i p - s u c c e s s i o n  s i t u a t i o n  (M o ses-Jo sh u a )  o r  in  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c i a l s ( g e n e r a l s )  by a k ing  (David-Comraanders).
The g e n re  e lem e n ts  a re  su g g es ted  to  be (1 ) An Encouragement Formula—  
"be s t r o n g  and courageous  ( o r  v a r i a t i o n ) , "  (2 )  A Job or Task D e sc r ip ­
t i o n ,  (3 )  A P rom ise  o f  A s s i s t a n c e .  McCarthy t h i n k s  i t  u s u a l l y  has 
c u l t i c  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  i s  m o narch ia l  in  o r i e n t a t i o n  ( e s p e c i a l l y  concen­
t r a t e d  in  D av id ic  o r  D avid ide  p o r t i o n s ) ,  and has ho ly  war connec­
t i o n s  .
W hile c u r  p e r ic o p e  g e n e r a l l y  m igh t q u a l i f y  as  an " O f f i c e
' 'R i c h t e r ,  " O b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp. 500-503 .
2
D. J .  M cCarthy, "An I n s t a l l a t i o n  G enre?” JBL 90 (1 9 7 1 ) :  
31-41; c f  J .  R. P o r t e r ,  "The S u c c e s s io n  o f  J o s h u a , "  in P ro c la m a t io n  
and P r e s e n c e , ed .  J .  I  Durham and J .  R. P o r t e r  (London: S(M P r e s s ,  
1970; c o r r e c t e d  e d . ,  1983), pp . 102-132, where l i t e r a t u r e  and e v a l ­
u a t i o n  of s u c c e s s i o n - i n s t a l l a t i o n  s t o r i e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d .
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I n s t a l l a t i o n , "  i t  c l e a r l y  d o es  n o t  have th e  e lem ents  McCarthy p o s i t s .  
However, t h e r e  i s  a g roup  o f  p a s s a g e s  in  th e  e a r l i e r  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry  which i s  d e f i n i t e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  be­
s to w a l  of t i t l e s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  o f f i c e - i n s t a l l a t i o n  o r  o f f i c e -  
r e c o g n i t i o n .  T h is  group  in c lu d e s  Judg  11 :1 -11 ;  1 Sam 3 (Samuel a s  
P r o p h e t ) ,  1 Sam 10:17-27  (Saul as  K in g ) ,  I Sam 16 :1-13  (David as 
K ing , c f .  2 Sam 5 : 3 ) .  1 Sam 23, 25 (David as King, L e a d e r ) ,  and Judg
9 :1 - 6  (Abimelech as  King) a r e  o n ly  v a r i a t i o n s  on t h i s  t y p e .  To t h i s  
g ro u p  may be added as p a r a l l e l s  th e  o f f i c e - i n t e r e s t e d  s t o r i e s  of Mo­
s e s '  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  as Covenant M ed ia to r  (Exod 3 - 4 ) ,  s t o r i e s  of Aar­
o n ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  as Moses' "P ro p h e t"  (Exod 4 ,  7 ) ,  and s t o r i e s  o f  
th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  Miriam and J o s h u a  in  t h e i r  o f f i c e s  (Num 12, Deut 
3 4 ) .  There i s  a l s o  a n e g a t iv e  ty p e  in  w hich removal from o f f i c e  i s  
c l i m a c t i c  (1 Sam 15:34 [King]; 1 Sam 19 :23 -14  [ P r o p h e t ] ) .  These can 
be i n t e r p r e t e d  as forms o f  e t i o l o g i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  in  which th e  e x p la ­
n a t i o n  of an o f f i c e  o r  t i t l e  i s  th e  m a jo r  i n t e r e s t .  S in ce  no s tu d y  
e x i s t s  of t h i s  t y p e ,  l i t t l e  more can be s a i d .  A kind o f  n a r r a t i v e  
a k in  to  th e  n o t io n  o f  n a r r a t i v e  " p a t t e r n s "  or “ ty p e - s c e n e s "  d i s c u s s e d  
by R. C u l ley  and R. A l t e r ,*  can w ith  some j u s t i c e  be s u g g e s te d ,  how­
e v e r .
A c c o rd in g ly ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  The R ise  o f  J e p h th a h  w i l l  be 
i d e n t i f i e d  h e re  as a form o f  o f f i c e - i n s t a l l a t i o n  s t o r y  w i th o u t  
f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  a t  d e f in i n g  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  such  a d i s c r e t e  form or 
s u b - g e n r e .
* C u lle y ,  pp .  69-115; A l t e r ,  p p .  47-62 and pass im .
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C o n c lu s io n
In th e  p e r ic o p e  o f  Judg  1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :1 1  an a p p a r e n t l y  o ld  s t o r y  o f  
an A m m o n i te - I s r a e l i te  c o n f l i c t  has  been u sed ,  i n  which th e  I s r a e l i t e  
h e ro  J ep h th ah  ro se  to  s i n g u l a r  r u l e  in  G i le a d .
The s t o r y  a p p e a rs  to conform most c l o s e l y  to  C o a te s '  g e n e ra l  
n a r r a t i v e  g e n re  " t a l e ” s in c e  i t  i s  s h o r t ,  has a sm all  number o f  c h a r ­
a c t e r s ,  in v o lv e s  a ( b a s i c a l l y )  s i n g l e  s c e n e ,  and has a s im p le  p l o t ;  
th e  s t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e s  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  fo r  th e  p l o t  ( " e x p o s i t i o n " ) ,  
d e v e lo p s  t e n s i o n s ,  and moves toward r e s o l u t i o n . ^  "T a le"  im p l ie s  no­
th in g  about h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  or  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  d e s i g n a t e s  o n ly  th e  
n o ted  s to r y  e le m e n ts .  " O f f i c e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  T a le "  would perhaps  be 
a p p r o p r i a t e .
The s t o r y  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  R ise  was p re s e rv e d  in  th e  form o f  a 
q u a s i - p o e t i c a l  tw o -p a r t  n a r r a t i v e  a r ra n g e d  s y m m e tr ic a l ly  w i th  
3 t ro p h e s  and m o t i f  words i n t o  a c h i a s t i c  w hole . I t  ap p e a rs  to  have 
been e d i t e d  fo r  i n c l u s i o n  a t  t h i s  p o in t  in  Ju d g es .  Perhaps i t s  f i r s t  
few s t r o p h e s  have been removed and r e -u s e d  in  th e  im m ed ia te ly  p r e ­
ced in g  p e r ic o p e  (1 0 :8 -1 0 ,  1 7 ) ,  th u s  b in d in g  th e  f i r s t  two J e p h th a h -  
Ammonite o p p re s s io n  p e r ic o p a e  t o g e t h e r ;  s t i l l  th e  two p e r ic o p a e  a r e  
now two d i s c r e t e  p i e c e s .
The sym m etr ica l  r h e t o r i c a  and th e  g e n e r a l  im p l i c a t io n s  o f  
" t a l e "  su g g e s t  t h a t  i t  may have been  o r i g i n a l l y  sung a f t e r  t h e  manner 
o f  t a l e - s i n g e r s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  E a s t e r n  M e d i te r ra n e a n  r e g io n  whose 
s o n g - f a s h io n in g  can  be i l l u s t r a t e d  by o r a l  f o l k - p o e t r y  from o t h e r  
p a r t s  o f  th e  w orld  as w e l l .  The c h i a s t i c  p a t t e r n  o f  m o t i f -w o rd s  and 
co r re sp o n d in g  s t r o p h e s ,  a t  any r a t e ,  s u g g e s t s  i t s  a r t i s t i c  f a s h io n in g
^C oates ,  p . 7 .
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o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  o r a l  use  up to  a p o in t  b e fo re  i t  was e d i t e d ,  p ro s a -  
i z e d ,  and in c o rp o r a te d  i n t o  th e  Ju d g es  s e a u e n c e .  The p i e c e  has 
enough a l l u s i o n s  to  s o c i a l  dynam ics c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  S e t t le m e n t  
E ra  t r i b a l  regime and i t s  w e a k n e sse s ,  to  be d a t a b l e  to  th e  P re -  
m onarch ia l  Era of I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y ,  when m i n s t r e l s  u n d o u b ted ly  were 
composing, s i n g i n g ,  r e v i s i n g ,  and p r o s a iz in g  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u t s t a n d ­
ing S e t t le m e n t  Era ev e n ts  and h e r o e s .
The i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t o r y  was to  n a r r a t e  th e  r i s e  o f  J ep h ­
th ah  as th e  s i n g l e  r u l e r  o f  G ilead  w ith  c'ne t i t l e  "nead" under t h e  
p r e s s u r e  o f  Ammonite ex p a n s io n ;  t h i s  t i t l e  i s  o f  c e n t r a l  im portance  
as shown by th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  use and f u n c t io n a l  meaning— w h a tev e r  
e x a c t  f u n c t io n s  were in v o lv e d — w ere norm alized  and s t a b i l i z e d  in  a 
t r e a t y  a t  Mizpah. The s t o r y  f e a t u r e s  th e  emergence of a s i n g l e - h e a d  
c e n t r a l  governm ent,  ■ 'd em o c ra t ic a l ly "  i n i t i a t e d .  This  developm ent 
r e p r e s e n t s  a s t a g e  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t i o n  moving d i s t i n c t l y  beyond 
th e  r u l e  o f  e l d e r s ,  w h e th e r  th e  l a t t e r  means th e  r u l e  o f  th e  ( m i l i ­
t a r y )  p r in c e s  o f  v a r io u s  t r i b e s  a n d /o r  c l a n s ,  o r th e  r u l e  o f  e l d e r s  
from one pow erful c l a n  (a s  " e l d e r s ” has been used h e r e ) .
The s t o r y  views t h i s  deve lopm ent as a p o s i t i v e  one. The s t o r y  
has  a v i c t o r i o u s  f e e l .  I t  a p p e a rs  to  view t h i s  emergence o f  s i n g u l a r  
r u l e r s h i p  in  G ilead  as a move fo r  th e  good, no t  m ere ly  becau se  o f  i t s  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a momentary s u c c e s s  a g a in s t  Ammon, b u t  as a s t e p  o f  
s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  beyond th e  immediate Ammonite c o n f l i c t .  I f  th e  
meaning o f  s i n g u l a r  r u l e  in  G ilead  was o n ly  a tem porary  tr ium ph in  
th e  Ammonite c r i s i s ,  p  would have been s u f f i c i e n t ;  bu t  th e  song , 
w i th  J e p h th a h ,  r e j e c t s  t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  t i t l e ,  and r a t h e r  em phasizes
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«/X 1 • T h is  advance i s  i n i t i a t e d  by th e  e l d e r s ,  n o t  by Yahweh; i t  i s  
n o t  th e r e b y  condemned, b u t  c e l e b r a t e d .  T here  i s  no h i n t  of S am uel 's  
n e g a t iv i s m  when th e  e l d e r s  ask ed  him f o r  a k in g .  J e p h t h a h ' s  h e a d sh ip  
of G ilead  i s  viewed a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by e l d e r s  and s e a le d  by cerem oni­
a l — p ro b a b ly  t r e a t y — a t  th e  s a c r e d  p la c e  a t  M izpah. These e le m e n ts  
evoke David (2 Sam 5) and a r e  th e  e s s e n t i a l s  o f  t h e  c i v i l  l e g i t i m a ­
t i o n  o f  k in g s h ip .*
F i n a l l y ,  one i s  l e f t ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s ,  w i th  th e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  m ust be som ething f u r t h e r ,  som eth ing  more to  th e  J ep h th ah  s t o r y  
th an  t h i s  t r iu m p h .  The s t o r y  c e l e b r a t e s  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s in ­
g l e  head of G ilead  a t  Mizpah; b u t  why m igh t  t h i s  be im p o r ta n t  beyond 
th e  Ammonite c r i s i s ?  C l e a r l y  one hopes f o r  more on th e  l a r g e r  mean­
ing  o f  t h i s  song . The r e m a in in g  Je p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  a t  l e a s t  d e l i v e r  
some f u r t h e r  a n sw e rs .  To th e s e  we now t u r n .
* M e t t in g e r ,  pp .  107-150.
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CHAPTER IV
JEPHTHAH'S DIPLOMATIC SPEECH (1 1 :1 2 -2 8 )
Most s t u d e n t s  o f  Ju d g es  r e c o g n iz e  in  ch a p .  11 :12-28  a d i s c r e t e
u n i t . ^  T here  i s  a ten d en cy  to  d e s c r i b e  i t  as  som eth ing  o f  a " d i p l o -
2m atic"  n a t u r e .  The p e r ic o p e  f e a t u r e s  J e p h t h a h ' s  e f f o r t  to  r e s o lv e  
th e  I s r a e l i t e —Ammonite c o n f l i c t  th ro u g h  n e g o t i a t i o n  r a t h e r  th an  bv 
armed c o n f l i c t .  However, th e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  soon r e s o lv e  i n t o  an h i s ­
t o r i c a l  argument from I s r a e l ' s  n o n a g g re s s iv e  p o s tu r e  toward a l l  t h r e e  
n a t io n  s t a t e s — Edom, Moab, and Ammon. The most p u z z l in g  a s p e c t  of 
th e  p e r ic o p e  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  Ammonite m essage becomes, by v s .  
15b, a "M oabite A rgum en ta t ion"  which d o m in a te s  th e  m a t e r i a l  th ro u g h  
v s .  26; a t  v s .  27 th e  argument r e v e r t s  to  th e  Ammonites.
C r i t i c a l  S tu d y  of th e  P e r i c o p e
The p re s e n c e  o f  a M oabite  speech  w i th in  th e  Ammonite d ip lom acy  
was f i r s t  re c o g n iz e d  f o r  i t s  c r i t i c a l  im p l i c a t i o n s  by S tu d e r  (1 8 3 5 ) ,  
and f u r t h e r  observed  by W ellhausen  (1 8 8 9 ) ,  Budde (1 8 9 0 ) ,  and Moore
*There i s  h a r d ly  an e x c e p t io n  t o  t h i s  p e r c e p t i o n ,  bu t  f o r  a
somewhat d i f f e r e n t  view o f  how to  d i v i d e  th e  t e x t ,  one may compare P. 
T r i b l e ,  "A M e d i t a t i o n  in  M ourning: The S a c r i f i c e  o f  th e  D augh te r  of 
J e p h th a h , "  USQR 36 (1 9 8 1 ) :6 9 ,  n . 2 ,  who makes a b re ak  between 11:3  and 
11:4 where sh e  s e e s  a change o f  scen e  e x te n d in g  th ro u g h  11:28 .
2
Moore, d .  283; B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  201; J .  D. M a r t in ,  The 3ook 
J u d g e s . Cambridge B ib le  Commentary (C am bridge: Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1975), p .  140: " .  , . th e  o n lv  n a r r a t i v e  ac co u n t  o f  I s r a e l i t e  
d ip lom acy  toward a n a t i o n - s t a t e  in  th e  book o f  Ju d g e s " ;  but f o r  an­
o t h e r  view see  Sogg in ,  J u d g e s . p .  212, who, how ever,  does  no t s t a t e  
h i s  re a so n s  o r  o f f e r  an a l t e r n a t i v e .
151
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(1 8 9 5 ) ,  who c h a r a c t e r i z e d  o p in io n  about th e  p e r ic o p e  as  fo l lo w s :
Tne lo n g  d ip l o m a t i c  co n m u n ica t io n ,  d e fe n d in g  I s r a e l ' s  t i t l e  to  
G ilead  (1 1 :1 2 - 2 8 ) ,  i s  m a n i f e s t l y  f o r e i g n  to  th e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r y  
. . .  T here  i s  g e n e r a l  agreem ent among c r i t i c s  t h a t  11:12-28 i s  a 
l a t e  i n t e r p o l a t i o n .  . . .
Meanwhile , th e  q u e s t i o n s  focused  on (1 )  what f rag m en ts  have 
been welded t o g e t h e r  to  make up th e  c u r r e n t  s t o r y ?  o r  (2)  i f  a 
u n i f i e d  w hole , what s o c i a l - p o l i t i c a l  h o r iz o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  
p e r ic o p e ?
Beginn ing  w ith  R o lz in g e r  and f lo w in g  th ro u g h  Budde, G o r n i l l ,
2
NSldeke, K i t t e l ,  K ent,  and Burney, one s t rea m  of th o u g h t  sough t  to  
e x p la in  th e  t e x t  in  te rm s  o f  d o u b le t s  and t e n s io n - p r o d u c in g  d u a l i t i e s  
(Ammon, Moab c o n fu s io n )  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  p e n ta te u c h a l  s o u rc e s  J  and E 
in  c o m b in a t io n .  By 1958, however, t h i s  type  o f  a n a l y s i s  had run  i t s  
c o u r s e ,  and a new k ind  o f  so u rc e  q u e s t  began to  ta k e  i t s  p l a c e .  The 
o t h e r  s t re a m ,  v iew ing  th e  s e c t i o n  as g e n e r a l l y  u n i f i e d ,  sough t an 
o c c a s io n  f o r  such a speech  In  a l a t e r  Ammonite c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  
(Moore, C ooke).
Reexamining th e  I s s u e s  in  1958, E. T a u b le r  conc luded  t h a t  th e  
Moab o r i e n t a t i o n  of v s s .  16-26 , d e s p i t e  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  M oabite 
d e i t y  Chemosh and even t o  th e  e a r l i e r  M oabite  k in g  B alak ,  i s  no t 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r o b le m a t ic  to  a rg u e  (1) t h a t  th e  war was w ith  Moab,
(2 )  t h a t  th e  speech  i s  a JE c o m b in a t io n  of s t o r i e s  ab o u t  two s t r u g ­
g l e s  (Ammon and Moab). o r  (3 )  t h a t  J e p h th a h  fough t  a d u a l  Ammonite- 
M oabite  war a t  th e  same t im e .  The whole speech  i s  r a t h e r  a schoo l
^Moore, o . 238.
2
See , f o r  examples o f  t h i s  type  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  Budde, 
R i c h t e r . pp. 81-82 o r  Burney, J u d g e s , p . 300, w here ,  however, he 
seems r e l u c t a n t  to  make an o u t r i g h t  JE a s s e s s m e n t ,  w h i le  n o n e th e le s s  
i d e n t i f y i n g  t e n s io n s  and d u a l i t i e s  in  th e  speech  m a t e r i a l .
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c r a c t  ( "G e le h r t e n s c h u le  T r a k t a t ") whose pu rpose  was I n s t r u c t i o n a l , 
and no t  p o l i t i c a l .  I t  o r i g i n a t e d  d u r in g  the  tim e o f  Omride land 
lo s s e s  which Jeroboam I I  t r i e d  to  re c o u p .  I t  r e f l e c t s  bo th  Ammonite 
and M oabite in v o lv em en ts  i n  G i l e a d .  J e ro b o am 's  a t t e m p t s  to  re c o v e r  
p o r t i o n s  o f  G i lead  would have f r ig h t e n e d  th e  Ammonites who would 
perhaps have sough t  b a r t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in  a t t e m p t in g  to  s e c u re  a 
new b o r d e r .  The s c h o l a r l y  c i r c l e s  o f  th e  Omride d y n a s ty  ex p ressed  
th e s e  t e n s io n s  in  th e  form o f  d ip lo m a t ic  sp eech es  o f  which Judg 
11:12-28 i s  an example.^
In h i s  a r t i c l e  o f  1966, R ic h te r  so u g h t  f r e s h  answ ers  to  th e  
old q u e s t i o n s . • He saw su ch  t e n s io n s  between the  Ammonite-Jephthah 
m a t e r i a l  (1 1 :1 2 -1 5 ,  27-28) and th e  Moab m a t e r i a l  (1 1 :1 6 -2 6 )  t h a t  he 
th o u g h t  th e  Moab a rg u m e n ta t io n  must c e r t a i n l y  have been a much l a t e r  
i n s e r t i o n .  He lo c a te d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  h o r iz o n  in  th e  t im e o f  Je rem ia h  
when th e  n o t io n  o f  " i n h e r i t i n g ” t e r r i t o r y  in  T ra n s jo r d a n ,  as found in  
th e  s p e e c h 's  Moabite m a t e r i a l  ( v s s .  2 1 b -2 4 ) ,  was a l s o  c u r r e n t  f o r  the 
Ammonites a s  r e f l e c t e d  in  J e r  4 9 :1 - 2 .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e  Ammonxle- 
J ep h th ah  p i e c e s ,  i . e . ,  v s s .  12-15, 27-28, c o n s t i t u t e  a fram e i n to  
which M oabite  m a t e r i a l  has been i n s e r t e d .  The M oabite  a rg u m e n ta t io n  
in  t u r n  i s  d iv id e d  in to  s e v e r a l  seg m en ts .  ( 1 )  V s. 15 i s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
and s t a t e s  th e  t h e s i s ;  (2) v s s .  16-20a c o n ta in  t h e  n e g a t iv e  argument 
w ith  s e v e r a l  r e p e a te d  u ses  o f  Xi>,  r e a c h in g  a c l im ax  a t  v s .  20a;
(3) v s s .  20b-21 c o n ta in  s i x  n a r r a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
movement o f  I s r a e l  in to  T r a n s jo r d a n ,  th e r e b y  tu r n in g  th e  argument to 
i t s  p o s i t i v e  s id e ;  (4) v s s .  22-24 c o n ta in  a VZ/T* m o t i f ;  and
(5 )  v s s .  25-27 c lo s e  the  argument w i th  a s e r i e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  to
LT a u b le r ,  n p .  283-297.
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c h a l l e n g e  th e  h e a r e r .  The t h e s i s  o f  th e  Moab a r g u m e n ta t io n  is  t h a t  
I s r a e l  d id  no t  s e i z e  Edom, Moab, o r  Ammon.1
The most r e c e n t  s tu d y  o f  t h i s  "speech"  i s  t h a t  o f  M. Wust 
(1 9 7 5 ) .  TT(ist r e c o g n iz e s  th e  Ammon-Moab d i f f i c u l t y  and ag rees  w ith  
p r e d e c e s s o r s  t h a t  th e  p r im ary  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  f i n i s h e d  speech  i s  in  
M oabite t e r r i t o r i a l  c la im s  in  G i le a d .  However, t h i s  M oabite argumen­
t a t i o n  has been a r r iv e d  a t  by a w iden ing  and d ee p en in g  p ro c ess  o f  
t e x t u a l  a c c r e t i o n .  (1 )  The p iece  began w ith  Ammonite t e r r i t o r i a l  
c la im s  which d a t e  from th e  t im e o f  th e  c o n q u e s t .  ( 2 )  A f i r s t  e d i t o r  
added th e  g lo s s  o f  v s .  I3ab th e re b y  w idening  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  e lem ent 
to  i n c lu d e  fo rm er Moabite t e r r i t o r y .  ( 3 )  A second e d i t o r  added de­
t a i l s  of I s r a e l ' s  jo u rn e y  from E g y p t .  (4 )  A f i n a l  e d i t o r  added th e  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  v s s .  24-26 i n  o rd e r  to  undermine Moab's n e g o t i a t i n g  po­
s i t i o n .  The f i n a l  e d i t o r  began w ith  Ammon/Jephthah and moved by
a n a lo g y  to  Moab; th u s  t h e r e  i s  no r e a l  problem i f  one r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t
2
th e  two n a t i o n s  a r e  t r e a t e d  a n a l o g i c a l l y .
S t r u c t u r e  and I n t e g r i t y
U nity  and r h e t o r i c a l  p a t t e r n in g  a r e  n o t  s im p le  m a t t e r s  h e r e ;  
n o n e th e l e s s  some p l a u s i b l e  s u g g e s t io n s  may be made which may a id  the 
q u e s t  f o r  i n t e n t i o n .
R i c h t e r  s ee s  most of the  u n i ty  p rob lem s in  th e  p e r ic o p e  in  
te rm s o f  the  Ammon-Moab t e n s i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  i n t r a c t a b l e  Chemosh- 
god-of-Ammon prob lem . He n o t e s ,  c o r r e c t l y ,  t h a t  Ammon ap p ea rs  o n ly  
in  v s s .  12-L5 and 2 7 -2 8 ,  w h i le  v s s .  16-26 a r e  w ho lly  d evo ted  to  a
' 'R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," pp. 523-540.
^Wvist, p p .  164-170.
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Moab d i s c o u r s e .  One can add to  t h i s  complex th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  t h a t  
( 1 )  v s s .  12—19(20?) c o n ta in  a nV\i/ m o t i f  in  which th e  v e rb  i s  su r­
rounded w i th  fo r m u la ic  m a t e r i a l  d e n o t in g  d i p l o m a t i c  m is s io n s  to  th e  
c o n t ig u o u s  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  th ro u g h  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  from Egypt to 
T ra n s jo r d a n ;  (2 )  t h e  modest rhythm  o f  t h e s e  l i n e s  g iv e s  way to  a U/"P 
m o t i f  in  v s s .  21-24 w i th  no f u r t h e r  t r a c e s  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c s  o f  th e  
n*7V/ p o r t i o n ;  and (3) v s s .  25-26 (27?) have s t i l l  o t h e r  r h e t o r i c a l  
f e a t u r e s :  p e n e t r a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  d o u b le  use  o f  w o r d - r o o t s ,  and a 
somewhat t i g h t e r  p a t t e r n  o f  w o r d - p a i r s  th an  in  th e  p re ced in g  c o l a .
An a t te m p t  i s  made below to  a s s e s s  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e s e  v a r i ­
a b le s  th ro u g h  a s e r i e s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  aimed 
u l t i m a t e l y  a t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  the  i n t e n t  o f  .the p e r i c o p e .  A r h e t o r i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  passage  i s  in c lu d e d  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  p u rp o se s  and to  
e x h i b i t  th e  modest s t y l i s t i c  m a n ip u la t io n  to  which the  m a t e r i a l  has 
been s u b j e c t e d  in  co m p o s i t io n  ( F i g .  4 ) .
The n W  and W n 1 M o t i f s  
o c c u rs  as  th e  v e rb  f o r  d i p l o m a t i c  m is s io n s  in  v s s .  12 -1 9 .  
The v e rb  t o g e t h e r  w ith  i t s  a t t a c h e d  fo rm ula—
— i n t r o d u c e s  a s e r i e s  o f  c o la  which advance th e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  d ip lom a­
cy i n  fo u r  p l a c e s ,  i . e . ,  v s s .  12a, 14a ( p l u s  a s h o r t  l e a d e r , T i y  *j0X1’ ) 
n n s -t, o n ly  h e r e ) ,  1 7a ,  and 19a .  The m id d le  two o f  th e s e  f o u r  le a d  
c o l a  a r e  c l o s e r  to each  o t h e r ,  w h i l e  th e  f i r s t  and second t o g e th e r  
and th e  t h i r d  and f o u r th  t o g e t h e r  a r e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  s e p a ra te d  by a 
l a r g e r  b lo c k  o f  m a t e r i a l  (more c o l a ) . T h is  a r ran g em en t s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  m a t e r i a l  was i n te n d e d  to  be s u b o r d i n a t e  ( v s s . 13, 1 8 ) .
^ R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," pp . 522-525 .
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Then Oephthah sen t m essenqers to the  leinq of the  Ammonites 
and s a id ,  "What have you a q a ln s t me, th a t  you have come to  f lq h t  a q a ln s t my 
land?"
8 *^And th e  kina o f th e  Ammonites answered the  m essenqers o f  Oephthah, 
"Because I s ra e l  on comlnq from Eqypt took away my lan d , 
from th e  Arnon to the  Oabbok and to  the Oordan; now th e r e fo re  r e s to r e  I t  
peaceably
IfcAnd Oephthah
l^ se n t m essenqers aqaln to the  kinq o f  th e  Ammonites 
and said  to him, "Thus says Oephthah:
^ I s r a e l  d id  not tak e  away th e  land o f Moab or th e  land o f th e  Anmonltes, 
bu t when they came up from E qyp t, I s r a e l  went throuqh th e  w ild e rn ess  to 
th e  Red Sea and came to  Kadesh.
^ I s r a e l  then sen t m essenqers to  th e  kinq of Edom, 
sa y ln q , 'L e t us p a ss , we p ray , throuqh your la n d ';  b u t the  kinq o f  Edom 
would not l i s t e n .  So I s r a e l  remained a t  Kadesh.
18 ♦B Then they  tourneyed throuqh th e  w ild e rn e ss , and went around th e  land
o f  Edom and th e  land of Moab, 
and a rr iv e d  on th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  th e  land of Moab, and camped on the
o th e r  s id e  o f the Arnon; 
bu t they  d id  not e n te r  the  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Moab, fo r  the Arnon was the 
boundary o f Moab.
19,
I s r a e l  then sen t m essenqers to  Slhon kinq of the  A m orltes, kinq of 
Heshbon;
and I s r a e l  said to him, 'L e t us p a ss , we p ray , throuqh your land to  our 
c o u n try . '
20
B But Slhon d id  no t t r u s t  I s r a e l  to pass throuqh h i s  t e r r i t o r y ;
so Slhon qathered  a l l  h ts  people  to q e th e r ,  and encanped a t
Oahaz, and fouqht w ith I s r a e l .
21And the  LORD, the  Cod of I s r a e l ,  qave Slhon and a l l  h is  people In to  the 
hand of I s r a e l ,  and they d e fe a te d  them; 
so I s r a e l  took po ssessio n  o f  a l l  th e  land o f  th e  A m orltes, who
^  In h ab ited  th a t  c o u n try .
And they took p o ssessio n  o f  a l l  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  the  Amorltes from the
Arnon to  th e  Oabbok and fron th e  w ild e rn ess  to  th e  Jo rd an .
B ^ S o  then the LORD, th e  God of I s r a e l ,  d isp o sse ssed  the A m orltes from
2^ be fo re  h is  people I s r a e l ;  and a re  you to  take  possession  o f  them?
W ill you n o t p ossess what Chemosh your qod a Ives you to  possess?
Anri a l l  th a t  th e  LORD our Cod has d isp o sse ssed  b e fo re  u s , we w ill p o sse ss
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? r0 u t th e  kinq o f  the  Ammonites d id  n o t heed th e  messaae o f Oephthah which 
he se n t to him. I
Now a re  you any b e t t e r  than Balak th e  son of Z lppor, kina o f Moab?
Old he ever s t r iv e  a a a ln s t  I s r a e l ,  o r d id  he ever qo to war w ith them?
W ille  I s r a e l  dw elt In Heshbon and I t s  v l l l a a e s ,  and In Aroer and I t s  v l l l a a e s ,
and In a l l  th e  c i t i e s  th a t  a re  on th e  banks o f  the  Arr.on, th re e  hundred y e a rs ,
why d id  you n o t reco v er them w ith in  th a t  time?
r
I th e re fo re  have not sinned a a a ln s t  you, and you do me wronq by maklna war on 
me;
th e  LORD, th e  Oudae, d ec id e  t h i s  day between the  Deople o f I s r a e l  and the  
peop le  of Ammon."
^Rut th e  kinq of the  Ammonites d id  no t heed th e  messaae o f Oephthah which he 
sen t to  him.
Flq . 4b . E nglish  te x t  o f Juda 11:12-2SfRSVl
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A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e  l i n e s  have been a r ra n g e d  in to  a s e r i e s  of two A-B-A 
s t r o p h i c  p a t t e r n s .  The s t r a t e g i c  u se  o f  n*?V/ i s  a l s o  su g g es ted  by 
t h e  im m ed ia te ly  fo l lo w in g  u se  o f  "IOX a f t e r  each o c c u r re n c e  to c a r r y  
on th e  th o u g h t  by i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  c o n t e n t  o f  th e  m essage in  each 
c a s e .  The a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  n b w  ( p l u s  a c c r e t i o n s )  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
fo rm u la ic  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  m essages w i th  a r g u m e n ta t io n  
e x p re s s e d  in  th e  s e v e r a l  su cceed in g  c o l a .  The co n c ep ts  and co la  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  fo u r th  f o r m u la ic  n 'p v /  ( v .  19a) ap p e a r  to  c o n t in u e  
th ro u g h  v s .  20b ( f o u r  c o l a ) .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  th e  n*?U7 p o r t i o n  may be 
r e g a rd e d  as end ing  h e r e .  A c l o s e l y  an a lo g o u s  u se  o f  t h e  v e rb  o cc u rs  
i n  v s .  17c in  a m o d if ied  u se  o f  th e  m essage fo rm u la ;  b u t  i t  i s  in  a 
kind  o f  add-on th o u g h t ,  n o t  a l e a d  c o l o n .
The f i n a l  use o f  n*?V/ o c c u rs  in  th e  l a s t  v e r s e  o f  th e  p e r i c -  
o p e ,  v s .  28 , where i t  s t a n d s  in  a co lo n  which lo o k s  much l i k e  a 
f ram in g  c o n c lu s io n  to  th e  whole p e r ic o p e  .
This  a n a l y s i s  i s  in  agreem ent w i th  R i c h t e r ' s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  
u s e  o f  v s .  28 ( f o r  him v s .  27 s e r v e s  w i th  i t  as  a j o i n )  as a fram e. 
R i c h t e r ,  however, u n d e r s ta n d s  v s s .  12-14 (15) and (27) 28 to  be th e  
op en in g  and c lo s in g  b r a c k e t s  s in c e  t h i s  i s  where th e  Ammon m a t e r i a l  
i s  l o c a t e d .  E v e ry th in g  betw een  ( v s s .  16-26) i s  M oabite argum enta­
t i o n .  R i c h t e r  does no t  a t te m p t  a r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  to  d e te rm in e  
u n i f i e d  segm en ts ;  r a t h e r  he a n a ly z e s  th e  M oabite  a r g u m e n ta t io n ' s  
u n i t y ,  a t  l e a s t  from v s .  15 th ro u g h  v s .  2 0 a ,  a s  a deve lopm ent of the  
n e g a t iv e  t h e s i s  s t a t e d  in  v s .  15b: I s r a e l  d id  no t ta k e  t h e  lan d  o f  
Moab o r  th e  lan d  o f  Ammon. T h is  r a i s e s  a n o th e r  p o in t  o f  agreem ent 
between th e  a n a l y s i s  above and t h a t  o f  R i c h t e r ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  ». s t a g e  o f  
th e  argument co n c lu d es  somewhere in  v s .  20— f o r  R i c h t e r  v s s .  19-20a
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a r e  th e  h igh  p o i n t  o f  th e  n e g a t i v e  argument in t ro d u c e d  i n  v s .  15 and 
e l a b o r a t e d  in  v s s .  l6 -2 0 a .  The c o n c lu s io n  su g g es ted  by th e  a n a l y s i s  
o u t l i n e d  above would p o in t  to  t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f  th e  n*?U/ p o r t io n  to 
v s .  20 b .  T h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  encouraged  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  v s .  21a 
u s e s  w i th  m n -* as s u b j e c t  in  i t s  f r e q u e n t  Jo sh u a -Ju d g e s  sense
o f  g iv in g  th e  land  as a p o s s e s s io n  to  I s r a e l — a c o n s t r u c t i o n  which 
r e g u l a r l y  c o o r d in a t e s  w ith  Vi/“P  . R i c h t e r  i s  c e r t a i n l y  c o r r e c t  t h a t  
th e  n e g a t iv e  argument w ith  i t s  seq u en ce  o f  c o la  dom inates  v s s .
1 5 -2 0 .  The a n a l y s i s  h e re  o n ly  e n l a r g e s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  u n i t y  o f  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  by c o o r d in a t in g  th e  e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  around th e  0*?^/ 
m o t i f .  D e sp i te  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  d e t a i l ,  however, t h i s  a n a l y s i s  
a g r e e s  in  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  w i th  t h a t  o f  R i c h t e r .
W ith in  t h e  n*7W p o r t io n  t h e r e  i s  one o t h e r  c l e a r  r h e t o r i c a l l y  
b a l a n c in g  r e p e t i t i o n .  The two c e n t e r  s t r o p h e s  ( v s s .  14-17) in t e n ­
t i o n a l l y  end w i th  m atch ing  n o t i c e s  o f  I s r a e l ' s  s o jo u rn  a t  Kadesh
, 16b, 1 7 c ) .  The p a r a l l e l  i n d i c a t e s  c e n te r i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  bu t 
c a u t i o n  i s  c e r t a i n l y  wise h e r e .
The proposed  PI s t r o p h e s  s t r e s s  J e p h t h a h ' s  d ip lom acy a s  a 
way to  s e t t l e  boundary  and t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s p u t e s .  They a l s o  have a 
n e g a t i v e  p o in t  to  make, i . e . ,  t h a t  I s r a e l  d id  n o t  tak e  any land  from 
Moab, Edom, or Ammon d u r in g  i t s  j o u r n e y  th ro u g h  th e  w i ld e rn e s s  to  th e  
T r a n s jo r d a n .  The two p o i n t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  as a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  i . e . ,
I s r a e l  d id  not s e i z e  l a n d ,  b u t  d id  c a r e f u l l y  n e g o t i a t e  p e a c e fu l  
p a s s a g e  o f  th e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  th ro u g h  d i p lo m a t i c  m is s io n s  to  the  
p r i n c i p a l s .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
161
F u r th e r  T ra c e s  o f  R h e t o r i c a l  Homogeneity 
Between th e  and V T ’Segments
The fo l lo w in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  may be made on th e  r h e t o r i c a  o f  
v s s .  21-24 i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  v s s .  12-20. (1 )  The f i r s t  h i n t  t h a t
t h e  U/T* segment has been  made homogeneous w i th  t h e  n*7V/ segment i s  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a g en e ro u s  use in  v s s .  17-21 o f  m a t e r i a l  found 
a l s o  in  Num 20-21 as i s  re c o g n iz e d  by a l l  commentators and s t u d i e s  o f  
Judg  11 .*  T h is  use o f  Num 20-21 a c r o s s  th e  two segm ents s u g g e s t s  
c o m p o s i t io n a l  u n i t y .  (2 )  A s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p laced  p a i r  o f  HJIVs appear  
in  v s s .  13c and 2 3 a .  R ic h t e r  n o te s  t h i s  p a i r  and c o r r e c t l y  o b s e rv e s  
t h a t  th e y  s u g g e s t  an argum ent,  n o t  a  d i a lo g u e — an o b s e r v a t io n  sup­
p o r te d  by t h e  ex trem e o n e - s id e d n e s s  o f  th e  ' 'd ip lo m a c y .” The p la c e ­
ment o f  th e s e  words a p p ro x im a te ly  e q u i d i s t a n t  from e i t h e r  end a l s o  
s u g g e s t s  r h e t o r i c a l  m a n ip u la t i o n .  T h is  o b s e r v a t io n  in  t u r n  im p lie s  
t h a t  th e  segment has been d e l i b e r a t e l y  bonded to  th e  nV w  seg­
m en t .  ( 3 )  Twin g e o g r a p h ic a l  boundary  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  " G i le a d ” occur 
in  v s s .  13c and 22c j u s t  b e f o r e  th e  n o te d  f l F i y .  The two a re  q u a s i ­
form u l a i c :
i3c: |T T , n ” p :m ~ -r .y  f i l l* #
22c: j-tT*n-7jf p3'ri” "ry)
C l e a r l y ,  th e  second has  o n ly  a more p r e c i s e  E as t-W est  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  
G i l e a d ' s  b o u n d a r ie s .  (4 )  Vss. 21-24 answ er c o n c e p tu a l ly  to  v s s .
*For example, Budde, R i c h t e r , o p .  81-82 , 84-85; w i th  tho ro u g h  
s tu d v ,  R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e ru n g e n ," p p .  531-534; O t to s s o n ,  pp. 161— 
169; c f .  a l s o  J .  van S e t e r s ,  "The C onquest o f  S lh o n ' s  Kingdom: A 
L i t e r a r y  Exam ination  (Num 2 0 :1 4 -2 1 ;  2 1 :2 1 -2 5 ;  Deut 2 :2 6 -2 7 ;  Judg 
11:19—2 6 ) , ” JBL 91 (1 9 7 2 ) :1 8 2 -1 9 7 ,  who m a in ta in s  t h a t  Numbers i s  
l a t e r  than  b o th  th e  Deuteronomy o r  Ju d g es  v e r s io n ;  c o n t r a ,  J .  R. 
B a r t l e t t ,  "The Conquest o f  S ih o n ' s  Kingdom: A L i t e r a r y  Re­
e x a m in a t io n ,"  JBL 97 (1978) :3 7 8 -3 5 1 , who a rg u es  t h a t  th e  d a t a  do no t  
s u p p o r t  van S e t e r ' s  h y p o t h e s i s .
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15-20, where che em phasis i s  cha t  I s r a e l  d id  no t  s e i z e ; in  v s s .  21-24 
th e  emphasis i s  t h a t  I s r a e l ' s  g a in  was r e c e i v e d . and t h i s  by a g re e ­
ment between Chemosh and Yahweh. Thus th e  n e g a t iv e  em phasis  o f  v s s .  
15-20 i s  made to  co r resp o n d  to  th e  p o s i t i v e  emphasis o f  v s s .  21-24 , 
a s  R i c h t e r  n o t e s . * T h is  o b s e r v a t io n  encourages  th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  v s s .  
12-14 and 27-28 a re  indeed a fram e. (5 )  I t  i s  n a t u r a l l y  tem pting  to  
su g g e s t  f u r t h e r  t h a t  v s .  28 o r i g i n a l l y  f u n c t io n e d  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  
o f  th e  V/T* segment to  b r in g  th e  argument to  a c l o s e ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  i t  
o r i g i n a l l y  s to o d  a f t e r  v s .  24, as has  been i l l u s t r a t e d  in  th e  s t r u c ­
t u r a l  a r ran g em en t o f  th e  Hebrew t e x t  shown in  F ig .  4 a .  (6 )  The
a u a n t i t a t i v e  im balance between th e  and v / l * 1 segm ents s u g g e s t s
t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y ,  o r  in  i t s  s o u r c e ,  t h e r e  may have been two A-B-A 
s e r i e s  o f  Y/T* s t r o p h e s  answ ering  to  th e  two A-B-A s e r i e s  of 71*7 /̂ 
s t r o p h e s ;  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  would h e lp  e x p la in  th e  obv ious  s h i f t  in  
m o t i f s ,  and th e  compact c l u s t e r i n g  o f  k / T 1 in  v s s .  21-24 . I f  t r u e ,  
th e  l o s t  p ro b a b ly  s tood b e fo re  th e  r e t a i n e d  m a t e r i a l  r a t h e r  than  
a f t e r  i t .  An a t t r i t i o n  o f  WT"1 m a t e r i a l  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p o s t u l a t e d ,  in  
which e l i m in a t io n  has o ccu rred  f o r  b r e v i t y .  Whether t h i s  s h o r t e n in g  
o c c u r re d  in  th e  r e d a c t i o n a l  p ro c e ss  in  which Ju d g es  reached  i t s  f i n a l  
form, o r  in  th e  t e x t u a l  t r a n s m is s io n  p r o c e s s ,  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  say
R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp. 525-527; O t to s s o n ,  pp . 166- 
167, g iv e s  t h i s  mutual t e r r i t o r i a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a n e g a t iv e  co n n o ta ­
t i o n  when he i n t e r p r e t s ,  "The . . .  l a n g u a g e  on p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  prob­
a b ly  goes back to  a co n cep t  o f  law  i n  which th e  c la im s  of a group o r  
o f  t h e  p eo p le  had to  be a d ju s te d  to  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  gods to  hold 
t h e i r  own in  s e t t l e m e n t s  w ith  o t h e r  n a t io n s  . . .  We must c o n s id e r  i t  
s e l f - e v i d e n t  t h a t  th e  n a t i o n a l  d e i t y  was p r e s e n t  as  t h e  s o l u t i o n  to  
p r o p e r ty  c o n f l i c t s . "  T h is  l a t t e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  may be more c o r r e c t ­
l y  pu t  i f  one s u g g e s t s  t h a t  bo th  p a t ro n  d e i t i e s  were th o u g h t  to  be 
p r e s e n t  in  such agreem ents  and th e re b v  were p a r t i e s  to  them, and in  
f a c t  saw t h e i r  w i l l s  worked ou t  in  them . But such a concep t  s u g g e s ts  
some c o o r d in a t io n  in  th e  d i v i n e  w orld  as w e l l .
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w ith  c e r t a i n t y .  The form er seems more l i k e l y  c o n s id e r in g  th e  r e d a c -  
t t o n a l  l e n g t h - o f - p e r i c o p e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  A much l a r g e r  p ie c e  would 
have been p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  d i s r u p t i v e .
In  anv c a s e ,  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  two segm ents a r e  r h e t o r i c a l l  
u n i f i e d  and t h a t  th ey  r e p r e s e n t  a s i n g l e  d ip lo m a t i c  argument w i th  a 
n e g a t iv e  f i r s t ,  t h e n  a p o s i t i v e  t h r u s t .  The m a t e r i a l  mav have been 
s e l e c t e d  from th e  t r a d i t i o n . *
R h e t o r i c a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of th e  Q u e s t io n s  Segment
No co la  o r  s t r o p h i c  s t r u c t u r a l  a r ran g em en ts  a r e  v i s i b l e  in  
v s s .  25 -2 6 .  C e r t a i n  word u se s  and p lacem en ts  however can be s e e n .  
( I )  T h e re  i s  a t h i r d  u se  of D D V  (2 5 a )  which presum ably  f u n c t i o n s  to  
i n t r o d u c e  v s s .  25-28 as th e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  f u n c t io n in g  to  co m p le te  th  
a rg u m en t .  ( 2 )  V ss .  25-26 c o n s i s t  r a t h e r  of a s e r i e s  of q u e s t i o n s  
d e s ig n e d  to  cap o r  fo rc e  th e  a rg u m en t,  o r  a t  l e a s t  p r e s s  hard  tow ard 
f i n a l i t y .  The q u e s t io n s  a r e  n o t  th e  f i n a l  p o i n t ,  however, s i n c e  v s .  
27 makes a formal ch a rg e  and th e n  c a l l s  on Yahweh to  a d j u d i c a t e  th e  
c o n f l i c t .  ( 3 )  A s t r i k i n g  new f e a t u r e  i s  th e  use o f  d o u b le  words sue 
a s  3 1 ©  n i t s ,  a n  n i l ,  o u v *  and D n V j  n n V ]  , and th e  u se  o f
o bv ious  p a i r s  such as  f l ' H U m i  . . . fT T H 3 3 3 . and ’ 3 2 .  to
p a r a l l e l  | i £ y  "*3n , which i s  u n u su a l  though not unknown. C au tion  
i s  needed in  draw ing  c o n c lu s io n s  from t h i s  phenomenon s in c e  i t  con­
t i n u e s  f o r  a few l i n e s  i n t o  th e  nex t  p e r i c o p e .  R i c h t e r  r e c o g n iz e s
*Mittmann and Wust d i s c u s s  many o f  th e  v e rb a l  d u p l i c a t i o n s ,  
p h ra s e  r e p e t i t i o n s ,  and m a t e r i a l  be tw een , and in  so do in g  a n t i c i p a t e  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  su g g es ted  h e r e .  M ittm ann , however, s e e s  s u c c e s s iv e  
e d i t o r s  add ing  m a t e r i a l  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  to  th e  o r i g i n a l  m e s s a g e - t e x t . 
N o n e th e le s s ,  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  d u p l i c a t i o n s  and r e p e t i t i o n s ,  even 
though e x p la in e d  w i th  l i t e r a r y - c r i t i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  d e f i n i t e l y  
c o n t r i b u t e s  to  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  .
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Che d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  v s s .  25-26 and t h in k s  t h a t  th e  v e r s e s  
a r e  marked as an i n s e r t i o n  bv th e  t h i r d  n n y  in  2 5 a ,  as w e ll  as  bv 
th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  q u e s t i o n s .  But th e  c l i m a c t i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  
th o u g h ts  shows t h a t  th e  s e c t i o n  i s  in ten d ed  to  co n n e c t  w i th  th e  n V v /  
and l i / T 1 segments s i n c e  t h e s e  v e r s e s  o n ly  p u rsu e  th e  argument o f  v s .  
15 to  i t s  c o n c lu s io n .
What can be made out o f  t h i s  l a s t  segment? R i c h t e r  was un­
w i l l i n g  to  s u g g e s t  a d e f i n i t e  g e n re  o r  form to  which th e  l a s t  few 
v e r s e s  could  be r e l a t e d  (he c r i t i c i z e s  Gressmann f o r  s u g g e s t in g  th a t  
J ep h th ah  is  p r e s e n te d  as a p o l i t i c a l  d ip lo m a t)  o r  even th e  whole 
p e r i c o p e ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  w i th o u t  p a r a l l e l  f o r m s . '  H e r t z b e r g ,  however, 
c o r r e c t l y  noted  th e  l e g a l  n a t u r e  o f  th e  f i n a l  v e r s e s  as an ap p ea l  to
th e  j u d i c i a l  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  Yahweh to  whom J e p h th a h  e n t r u s t s  th e  d e -
2
c i s i o n .  More r e c e n t l y  Limburg has fo llow ed  th e  l e g a l  c l u e s  of  the  
segm en t.  He s u g g e s t s  th e  form B u n d e sb ru c h -r ib  ( t r e a t y - b r e a c h  law­
s u i t ) . 0 This  d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  encouraged  by th e  l e g a l l i k e  n o o e a ls  in  
t h e s e  f i n a l  v e r s e s :  ( 1 )  th e  u se  o f  in  th e  form o f  ^ “} H )~ )n
in  v s .  25b; (2) th e  em phatic  u se  o f  Dn*7 in  v s .  25b; (3 )  th e  u se  of
JC'Ontn v s .  27 in  th e  form o f  a d i s c l a i m e r ,  p a r a l l e l e d  by n y ~ )  i n  a
formal a c c u s a t i o n  of Ammon; (4 )  th e  d o u b le  u se  o f  w ith  Yahweh
as  s u b j e c t ;  (5 )  th e  p a r a l l e l  u se  o f  j 'Z J w i t h  bo th  I s r a e l  and
Ammon as th e  l i t i g a n t s ;  and (6 )  th e  u se  of q u e s t i o n s  w i th  an a c c u s in g
' R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  p. 530; he  d o e s ,  how ever,  v e n tu r e  
to  s u g g e s t  a kind o f  " r e f l e c t i v e  g e n re "  o f  th e  re p ro a c h  o r  " r e p ro a c h  
c la im "  t v p e .
2H e r tz b e r g ,  p .  216.
3
Limburg, o p .  201-202 and passim ; Limburg i s  adop ted  by
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . o p . 201-212 , bu t  w ith  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .
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t o n e .  O th er  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  more 
f u l l y  below; but f o r  th e  moment th e  d a ta  above may be summarized in  
t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n :  th e  p e r ic o p e  11:12-28 i s  a n o t i c e  of d ip lo m a t i c  
e f f o r t s ,  begun w i th  an i n i t i a t i v e  and i t s  r e j e c t i o n ,  q u i c k ly  ta k in g  
th e  form n o t  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b u t  o f  an argum ent,  and c l im a x in g  in  th e  
lan g u ag e  o f  a t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  over  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  G i l e a d .  
J e p h th a h  i s  th e re b y  p i c tu r e d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e as f u n c t io n in g  under 
y e t  a n o th e r  t i t l e  which th e  t e x t  i t s e l f  u l t i m a t e l y  a s s ig n s  d i r e c t l y
to  him— t h a t  of a H*1 “1 ( l a w s u i t )  man ( 1 2 : 2 ) .  The i n t e n t  o f  th e  law -
J , 1 s u i t  i s  p ea ce .
The T r a d i t i o n s  of Num 20-21 i n  Judg  11 :12-28
In  o rd e r  to  s tu d y  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  use  of Num 20-21 m  t n i s
p e r i c o p e ,  R i c h t e r  f i r s t  i d e n t i f i e d  th e  c l e a r  v e rb a l  p a r a l l e l s  and
th en  went on to n o te  how th e  Numbers m a te r i a l  was s e l e c t e d ,  r e o r i -
2
e n t e d , and f i n a l l y  supplem ented  in  th e  Je p h th a h  s p e e c h .” He found 
t h a t  (1) th e  speech a u th o r  in c lu d ed  no s i t e s  o r  s i t e  l i s t s  on the  
j o u rn e y  from Egypt to  T ra n s jo r d a n ;  (2 )  he does no t  use th e  march
In  a d d i t i o n  to  Limburg, c f .  B u c c e l l a t i ,  p p .  103-105, f o r  use 
o f  t r e a t i e s  among n a t i o n - s t a t e s  in  a p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e ;  a l s o  th e  foun­
d a t i o n a l  s tu d y  o f  J .  M. Munn-Rankin, ' 'Diplomacy in  W estern  A s ia , "  and 
t h e  r e c e n t  s tu d v  o f  d ip lom acy  and t r e a t y  by D. J .  Wiseman, " I s  I t  
P eace?"— Covenant and D ip lom acy ,"  VT 32 (1 9 8 2 ) :3 1 1 -3 2 6 ,  where the  
most im p o r ta n t  r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  on t r e a t y  lan g u ag e  i s  c i t e d .  
Wiseman p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  "peace"  i s  o f t e n  but no t  always a t r e a t y  
term ; one must lo o k  f o r  a l a r g e r  p a t t e r n  o f  ev id en c e  to  e s t a b l i s h  
t r e a t y .  The u se  o f  i n  v s .  13c may be f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e ,  and even
in  v s .  25a, on which c f .  W. L. Moran, "A Note on th e  T re a ty  T erm ino l­
ogy o f  th e  S e f i r e  T r e a t i e s , "  JNES 22 (1 9 6 3 ) :1 7 3 -1 7 6 ;  A. M alamat, "The 
O r ig in s  of S t a t e c r a f t  in  th e  I s r a e l i t e  M onarchv," BA_ 11 (1 9 4 8 ) :3 7 -4 0 ;  
M. Fox, " to b  as Covenant T e rm in o lo g y ,"  BASOR 209 (1 9 7 3 ) :4 1 -4 2 ,  i s  
c i t e d  w ith  ap p ro v a l  by Wiseman, p . 312. Judg  11:25a would th en  evoke 
"do vou p r a c t i c e  ( t r e a t y )  f r i e n d s h i p  any b e t t e r  than  Balak?"
2R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e ru n g e n ,"  pp . 531-534 .
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around Me. Hor a f t e r  th e  a b o r t i v e  n e g o t i a t i o n  w ith  Edom; and (3) he 
c i t e s  an embassy to  Moab from Kadesh which i s  n o t  found in  Numbers. 
These o m iss io n s  and a d d i t i o n s  tend to  u n d e rg ird  th e  t h e s i s  o f  th e  
speech  s t a t e d  in  v s .  15— " I s r a e l  did n o t  s e i z e  th e  land  of Moab or 
th e  la n d  o f  th e  Sons of Ammon."
The s p e c i f i c  a d d i t i o n s  o f  the  speech  to  Numbers may now be 
i d e n t i f i e d  f u r t h e r .  (1 )  In  v s s .  16-18 , a Moab embassy and an Edom 
embassy a r e  bo th  s a id  to  have been r e j e c t e d  in  I s r a e l ' s  i n i t i a t i v e s  
a t  d ip lom acy  from Kadesh.* (2 )  L ikew ise  in  t h e  n W  segm ent,  I s r a e l  
d id  n o t  v i o l a t e  t e r r i t o r y  b u t  went around Moab's e a s t e r n  b o rd e r ,
i . e . ,  th ro u g h  t h e  “ l l i y — th e  N orth -Sou th  l a t e r a l  w adis e x i t i n g
in t o  th e  Arnon Gorge in  i t s  e a s t e r n  u p p e r - r e a c h e s  and by which th e  
upper Arnon was t r a v e r s e d .  The d i s c l a i m e r  i s  r e p e a te d  in  v s .  18c- -xVi
t o  wol-  - a f t e r  th e  a d d i t i o n  o f  n i t t  •)X3L', 1 to  s t r e s s
th e  p r e c i s e  way in  which I s r a e l  avoided v i o l a t i n g  Moab's t e r r i t o r y .
(3 )  A lso  in  th e  segment ( v s s .  1 9 -2 0 ) ,  o f  t h i r t y - f o u r  t o t a l
w ords, tw en ty -one  a re  r e p e a te d  from th e  Numbers t r a d i t i o n .  The r e ­
m aining t h i r t e e n  ap p ear  to  be m o s t ly  n a r r a t i v e  sum m ariz ing .  I t  i s  
hard to  d e t e c t  any s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t .  The m a t e r i a l  i s  dependen t  heav­
i l y  on Num 21 :21 -23  and l i g h t l y  on Deut 2 :26-27  where Numbers and 
Deuteronany a re  in  ag re e m e n t .  (4 )  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n  h e re  
i s  th e  |Y3Xl7 o f  v s .  20a— S ih o n  d id  no t  " t r u s t "  I s r a e l .  This  thought
*In one o f  th e  few t e x t u a l  v a r i a n t s  in  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  which can 
be n u t  down to  a n y th in g  o t h e r  th an  s m o o th in g /h a rm o n iz a t io n  i n t e r e s t s ,  
th e  Old L a t in  and V u lg a te  make th e  | n n X  fe m in in e  s i n g u l a r  to  harmo­
n ize  w i t h ^ l X  in  13b and add K4i TT£(JTf*£'faV oi i t f o f
Even t h i s  a d d i t i o n  could  be ex p la in e d  as m o t iv a te a  by sm oothing in­
t e r e s t s ;  however, i t  may w e ll  be o r i g i n a l  as B oling  b e l i e v e s  (J u d g e s . 
p .  2 0 2 ) .  T h is  r e a d in g ,  i f  i t  r e f l e c t s  a Hebrew o r i g i n a l  (which i s  
p ro b a b le ) ,  would u n d e r s c o re  th e  r e b u f f  and r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  i n i t i a l  
d ip lo m a t i c  e f f o r t .
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may be a t r a n s p a r e n c y  to  th e  problem w ith  Ammon In t h e  L arger  Judges 
c o n t e x t ,  i . e . ,  Ammon's i n c u r s i o n  i s  a l s o  based on n o - f a i t h — d i s t r u s t  
r e s u l t i n g  in  b re a c h  o f  t r e a t y . ^  (5 )  In th e  segment ( v s s .  21-24)
th e  use o f  Numbers i s  l i m i t e d  to  Judg  l l : 2 1 b a  and 22ba i n  which 
t o g e t h e r  Num 21:24ab  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d .  A f te r  t h i s  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
th e  Numbers t r a d i t i o n  c e a s e s .  d e s c r i b e s  a d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n  to
t e r r i t o r i a l  c la im s  th a n  h as  been th e  case  w i th  , i . e . ,  t h a t  th e
t e r r i t o r y  o f  S ihon  th e  Amorite o f  Heshbon was t a k e n  in  w ar,  s i n c e  i t  
was an a l l o t m e n t  to  I s r a e l  by i t s  God, as  th e  c l o s u r e  o f  v s .  24b 
d i r e c t l y  s t a t e s .  Movement in  th o u g h t  beyond th e  borrowed Numbers 
t r a d i t i o n  b e g in s  in  v s .  23 w ith  D-FIY. I t s  s u b s t a n c e  i s  t h a t  Ammon 
h as  v i o l a t e d  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  a l l o tm e n t  o f  Yahweh to  I s r a e l .  But t h i s  
i s  n o t  a s e l f - s e e k i n g ,  o n e - s id e d  a rgum en t,  s i n c e  J e p h th a h  e x p l i c i t l y  
s t a t e s  t h a t  Chemosh, Ammon's god , h a s  a l s o  a l l o t t e d  Ammon (and  Moab) 
i t s  t e r r i t o r y .  The s e v e r a l  d e i t i e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  a re  assumed 
to  have c o o r d in a te d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o s s e s s io n s  and t h e r e f o r e  th e  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p e o p le .  Ammon has t r a n s g r e s s e d  Yahweh's t e r r i t o r y  
and broken th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  i t s  own g o d ' s  a g r e e d - o n  t e r r i t o r y .
These a d d i t i o n s  to  th e  Numbers m a t e r i a l  s t r e s s  t h e  coherence  
o f  th e  h i s t o r y  w ith  th e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  Ammon's i n v a s io n  o f  G i l e a d .  
Hence, by su p p lem en t in g  th e  Numbers h i s t o r y  w i th  comments s t r e s s i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  d ip lo m a t i c  e f f o r t s ,  p r e c i s e  b o r d e r - b r e a c h  a v o id a n c e s ,  th e  
p a r a l l e l  between Ammon's (M oab 's)  a c t i o n s  and S ih o n ' s  d i s t r u s t  o f  
I s r a e l ,  and by i d e n t i f y i n g  the  r e s p e c t i v e  t e r r i t o r i a l  a l l o tm e n t s  o f
i n s t e a d  o f  Numbers' J lfl  which s u g g e s t s  " g iv e  perm is­
s i o n . "  D r iv e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e r e  means " g r a n t  s a f e  p a s s a g e ,"
a s  i t  f r e q u e n t l y  does  i n  A rab ic  usage  ( c i t e d  by S og g in ,  J u d g e s ,  p .  
2 1 0 ) .
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t h e  co n t ig u o u s  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  w i th  a c o o p e r a t iv e  e f f o r t  among t h e i r  
d e i t i e s ,  th e  t h e s i s  o f  Ammon's u n j u s t  and g ro u n d le s s  a g g r e s s io n  i s  
s u s t a i n e d  and th e  l e g a l  i s s u e  argued  in  I s r a e l ' s  f a v o r .  The ad d i­
t i o n s  to  th e  Numbers t r a d i t i o n  s t r e s s  th e  p e a c e f u l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  
l a w s u i t ;  i t  i s  a s u i t  f o r  peace w ith  Ammon.
C o n c lu s io n
A n a ly s is  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c s  o f  11:12-28 thus  y i e l d s  i n d i c a t i o n s  
o f  t h r e e  p r im ary  segm en ts  o f  th e  "sp eech "  which in  t u r n  t o g e th e r  form 
what can  b e s t  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as  a d ip lo m a t i c  argument in  th e  form o f  
a t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t .  I s r a e l ' s  i n i t i a t i v e s  a t  p e a c e f u l  n e g o t ia ­
t i o n  w i th  i t s  n e ig h b o rs  in  T ra n s jo rd a n  a r e  d e t a i l e d  by u se  o f  t r a d i ­
t i o n s  a l s o  found in  Num 20-21 and to  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  in  Deut 2 .
These t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  in  t u r n  s e l e c t e d ,  r e o r i e n t e d ,  and supplem ented  
in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  d e m o n s t r a t in g  the  j u s t i c e  o f  I s r a e l ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  
h o ld in g s  and th e  i n j u s t i c e  of Ammon's i n c u r s i o n  i n t o  I s r a e l ' s  t e r r i ­
t o r y .
The P r im ary  E lem ents  in  T h e i r  H i s t o r i c a l  C o n tex t  
I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  now to  d i s c u s s  th e  s u g g e s te d  i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e
" s p e e c h ” in  term s o f  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n  h i s t o r i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  
r e a l i t i e s  to  check  th e  p l a u s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  advanced so 
f a r .
Diplomacy and L aw suit  
Bo ling  p r o p e r ly  c a u t io n s  t h a t  th e  d e s i g n a t i o n  " t r e a t y - b r e a c h  
l a w s u i t "  i s  m i s l e a d i n g ,  "b eca u se  Ammon i s  n o t  a p a r ty  to  t h a t  t r e a ­
t y . " *  Even though  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  what B o ling  means by " t h a t
*B o lin g ,  J u d g e s , p . 202 .
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t r e a t v , "  th e  c a u t io n  i s  a p p o s i t e  s in c e  t h e r e  i s  no re c o rd  of Ammon
be ing  p a r ty  to  any t r e a t y  w i th  I s r a e l .  M onethe less  O t to s s o n  s t a t e s
t h a t  " l lv 2 4  a p p e a r s  t o  be a c o u r t  c a s e , " '  t h a t
The fo rm a l lan g u ag e  on p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  . . . g o e s  back  to  a con­
c e p t  o f  law  in  w hich th e  c la im s  o f  t h e  g roup  o r  o f  th e  p eo p le  had 
to  be a d j u s t e d  to  th e  a b i l i t y  o |  t h e i r  gods to  hold  t h e i r  own in 
s e t t l e m e n t s  w i th  o t h e r  n a t i o n s , “
and t h a t  " In  the  s e t t l e m e n t  between Jac o b  and L aban, a s s o c i a t e d  w ith
Mizpah, t h e  gods o f  Abraham and Nahor may be  re g a rd e d  as p r o t e c t o r s
o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  to  th e  c o v e n a n t ." ^  Thus O t to s s o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a
t r e a t y  in  f a c t  l i e s  beh ind  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  one between Jacob
and Laban d e f in i n g  th e  e a s t e r n  boundary  o f  I s r a e l ' s  t e r r i t o r y  o f
G ilead  found in  Gen 31, which he see s  as  p e r v a s i v e l y  i n f l u e n t i a l
th ro u g h o u t  th e  G i le a d  p a s s a g e s  in  the re m a in d e r  o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le .
To t h i s  covenant Ammon was not p a r t y ,  though p ro b a b ly  i t  was in
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t r e a t y - d e t e r m i n e d  b o u n d a r ie s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  l i a b l e  to
s u i t ,  and to  m i l i t a r y  and o t h e r  co n seq u en ces  ( s e e  d i s c u s s i o n  b e lo w ) .
S t i l l ,  c e r t a i n  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s  belong  to  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between Ammon and I s r a e l .  (1 )  The Abrahamic co v en an t  d e f in e s  th e  
land of I s r a e l ' s  p ro m ise ;  Ammon was an o f f s p r i n g  o f  Abraham 's own 
c la n  th ro u g h  L o t ,  and t h e r e f o r e  a l r e a d y  p a r ty  to a t e r r i t o r i a l  a l l o t ­
ment p la n  n e g o t i a t e d  by Abraham and L ot (Gen 1 3 ) .  ( 2 )  W hile n o t  a
p a r ty  to  th e  Jaco b -L ab an  G ilead  boundary  t r e a t y  (Gen 3 1 ) ,  Ammon must 
c o n t i n u a l l y  d e a l  w i th  I s r a e l  whose p a t r i a r c h  was a  p a r ty  to  t h a t  
t r e a t y ;  in  t h i s  way Ammon's i n c u r s io n  i n t o  G ilead  v i o l a t e s  an e a r l i e r  
t e r r i t o r i a l  ag reem ent s e t  in  te rm s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law . ( 3 )  The
' 'O t to s s o n ,  d .  166.
2
I b i d . ,  p .  167; c f .  Munn-Rankin, p .  72.
3
Munn-Rankin, d . 72.
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t e x t  assum es t h a t  th e  co n q u e s t  o f S lh o n 's  Amorlte kingdom fo r  which 
Num 20-21 i s  in v o k ed ,  i s  p ro o f  t h a t  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  was in te n d e d  by 
Yahweh fo r  I s r a e l .  The th re e -h u n d re d  y e a r s  o f  p o s s e s s io n  by I s r a e l  
invoked  in  v s .  26 r e l a t e s  t o  th e  same p o i n t . 1 (4 )  m e  t e x t  a l s o  
i m p l ie s  ( v s .  24) t h a t  Chemosh and Yahweh had a l r e a d y  co o rd in a te d  
t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e r e s t s  in  a way c o r re s p o n d in g  to  th e  L aban-Jacob  
t r e a t y ;  th u s  th e  r e le v a n c e  o f  th e  U/”P  segment o f  v s s .  2 1 -2 4 .  S ince 
Yahweh1 s t r e a t y  w ith  Abraham was a l r e a d y  a l a n d - g r a n t  t r e a t y ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  in c lu d ed  l a n d - g r a n t  c l a u s e s ,  i t  i s  p ro b ab ly  s a f e  to  assume t h a t  
th e  same was th o u g h t  to be t r u e  w i th  Chemosh and Ammon/Moab. Such 
t r e a t i e s  o r  g r a n t  documents u s u a l l y  pronounce c u r s e s  on anyone who 
v i o l a t e s  th e  b o rd e r s  o f  t h e  g r a n t  t e r r i t o r y .  Ammon would n o t  t h e r e ­
fo re  have to  be p a r ty  to  th e  t r e a t y  to  be a b o rd e r  v i o l a t o r  under 
c u r s e .  (5 )  On t h i s  r e c k o n in g ,  Chemosh had a l r e a d y  shown h i s
V arious  e x p l a n a t io n s  a r e  g iv en  fo r  t h i s  th re e - h u n d re d  y e a r s .  
The most r e g u l a r l y  e x p re s s e d  view i s  t h a t  th e  f i g u r e  i s  a t o t a l  o f 
th e  y e a rs  o f  o p p re s s io n  and peace  up to  t h i s  p o in t  in  J u d g e s ,  no t  
co u n t in g  th e  e ig h te e n  y e a r s  f o r  th e  Ammonites; c f .  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s ,  p .  
204; Myers IB_ (1 9 5 3 ) ,  2 :768 ;  Burney , J u d g e s . p .  304; M oore, pp .  296- 
297. C u n d a l l ,  Judges^  p . 146 , s u g g e s t s  two o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s :
(1 )  t h a t  th e  f i g u r e  i s  a b ro ad  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  f o r  seven o r  e ig h t  
g e n e r a t i o n s ,  o r  (2) t h a t  i t  i s  J e p h t n a h ' s  rough g u e s s .  J .  Bimson, 
R ed a t in g  th e  Exodus and C o n q u e s t . 2nd e d .  ( S h e f f i e l d :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
S h e f f i e l d ,  D epartm ent o f  B i b l i c a l  S tu d ie s ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  pp. 8 5 -8 6 ,  b e l i e v e s  
th e  f i g u r e  i s  to  be tak en  l i t e r a l l y  and as coming from an in d ep en d en t  
t r a d i t i o n ,  th e  i n t e n t  o f  which was to  d a t e  th e  Exodus from Egypt in  
th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .  None seem to have th o u g h t  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  in  a way ana logous  to  Gen 1 5 :1 3 -  
16 w here  fo u r -h u n d re d  y e a r s  a p p e a rs  to  be p a r a l l e l  to  fo u r  g en e ra ­
t i o n s .
^ R ic h te r  a rg u es  t h a t  s i g n i f i e s  " i n h e r i t "  in  i t s  e ig h t
u ses  i n  v s s .  21-24 ; one may a u e s t io n  w hether t h i s  meaning i s  uniform  
h e r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  meaning in s e v e r a l  c a s e s ;  t h i s  sense 
c o o r d in a t e s  w i th  t h e  "g av e” o f  v s .  21. The g r a n t  t r e a t y  and r e l a t e d  
l a n d - g r a n t  documents a r e  d i s c u s s e d  b r i e f l y  by W e in fe ld ,  Deuteronom y, 
pp. 71-81 ; examples a re  f u r n i s h e d  by D. McCarthy, T r e a t y  and 
C ovenan t,  A n a le c ta  B i b l i c a ,  n o .  21a, New E d i t i o n  (Rome: B i b l i c a l
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i n a b i l i t y  to  h o ld  h i s  own in  G ilead  s i n c e  h i s  p eo p le  (Moab?) had, a t  
an e a r l i e r  t im e ,  l o s t  t h i s  a r e a  to  S ihon th e  A m orite; th u s  Moab's 
p re s e n c e  t h e r e  had been a u s u r p a t io n  l i k e  Ammon's. In  t h i s  way Moab 
may be s a id  to  be th e  o b j e c t  o f  a rg u m e n ta t io n  in  v s s .  16-26 a s  an 
an a lo g y  to  Ammon, a s  O t to s s o n  s u g g e s t s . ^  (6 )  I n  the  s e t t l e m e n t  be­
tween Laban and Ja c o b ,  " . . .  th e  gods of Abraham and Nahor may be
2
r e g a rd e d  as  th e  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  th e  p a r t i e s  to  th e  c o v e n a n t ."  The
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Chemosh was one o f  t h e  d e i t i e s  w orsh ipped  in  the
n o r t h  has in c r e a s e d  w ith  th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  Kami? as a d e i t y  bo th  a t  
3
E bla  and a t  U g a r i t .  (7 )  O t to s so n  o b s e rv e s  a " s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  
w o rd in g ” between Gen 3 1 :3 6 ,  53 and Judg  1 1 :2 7 .  By t h i s  he means ( a )  
Jacob  and J ep h th ah  both  p lead  innocence  u s in g  a n e g a t iv e  w i th  
(Gen 3 1 :3 6 ) ,  and ( b) the  d e i t y  w i l l  s e t t l e  the  c o n f l i c t  (5 0 1 1 /  , Gen 
3 1 :5 3 ) .  T h is  i s  n o t  an e s p e c i a l l y  im p re s s iv e  c a s e  f o r  dependence on 
Gen 31, a l th o u g h  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a  (M izp a h /G ile ad )  in the 
two passag es  i n c r e a s e s  th e  t o t a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  c o n n e c t io n s ,  and
I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  1978),  p p .  302-305, 307-308, and D. Wiseman, The 
A la la k h  T a b l e t s . O c c a s io n a l  P u b l i c a t io n s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  School o f  
A rch aeo lo g y  a t  A nkara, n o .  2 (London: B r i t i s h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Archae­
o lo g y  a t  Ankara, 1 9 5 3 ) ,  pp. 25-26 ; c f .  a l s o  D. H i l l e r s ,  T r e a t y  C urses  
and th e  Old T es tam en t  P r o p h e t s . B i b l i c a  e t  O r i e n t a l i a ,  n o .  16 (Rome: 
B i b l i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  1964),  pp. 1 5 -1 6 ,  where th e  p a r a l l e l  A ssyr­
i a n  ku d u rru  (boundary  s t o n e s  w ith  c u r s e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o r  removal) 
a r e  d i s c u s s e d .
*Cf. O t to s s o n ,  p p .  162-163, 169, f o r  exam ple .  A nother s o lu ­
t i o n  i s  adopted  below , how ever,  to  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  Moab's p la c e  in  
th e  argum ent.
2
I b i d . ,  p .  167; c f .  a l s o  th e  im p o r ta n t  comments on pp. 51-52 
and n .  64.
^Cf. G. P e t t i n a t o ,  The A rc h iv e s  o f  E b la  (New York: D oubleday, 
1 9 8 1 ) ,  po. 150-152, 245, 247, 257 , 291-292 ;  W. Shea ,  "The C alendars  
o f  E b la ,  P a r t  I I :  The New C a le n d a r ,"  AUSS 19 (1 9 8 1 ) :5 9 ,  6 7 -6 9 .  I  owe 
th e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  Dr. S hea .
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one m ight add ( c) t h a t  b o th  passag es  u s e  i i y i  (Gen 3 1 :5 2 )  to  d e s i g ­
n a te  b reach  o f  agreem ent ( J u d g e s )  o r  what G enes is  c a l l s  " c o v e n a n t . ' ’ 
Perhaps O t to s s o n 1s " s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y "  i s  a l i t t l e  s t r o n g ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  r e a s o n  to t h in k  t h a t  the boundary  t r e a t y  o f  Gen 
31 i s  th e  background to  Ju d g  11:24-2  7.
The d i p lo m a t i c  m essage , t h e r e f o r e ,  fo c u se s  n o t  on Ammon as a 
formal p a r ty  to a formal t r e a t y  r e c e n t l y  co n c lu d e d ,  b u t  to  o ld  t r a d i ­
t i o n s  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  d e f i n i t i o n  embodied in th e  L ab an -Jaco b  t r e a t y .  
But even th e r e  th e  t r e a t y  e x p r e s s e s  th e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  a d i v i n e  c o n s u l ­
t a t i o n  fo r  p e a c e fu l  a l l o tm e n t  o f  l a n d s ,  a l l u s i o n  to which i s  a l s o  
found in  o u r  p e r i c o p e .  I t  d o es  no t  ap p ea r  p o s s i b l e  to  e x p la in  th e  
phenomena under d i s c u s s i o n  w i th o u t  acknow ledging  t h a t  the t e x t  i t s e l f  
assumes some r e a l  schema of p e a c e fu l  t e r r i t o r i a l  ag reem en ts  among 
b o th  th e  concerned d e i t i e s  and t h e i r  p e o p le s .
There i s ,  in  f a c t ,  o t h e r  ev id en ce  to e s t a b l i s h  th e  norm alcy  o f  
such  t r e a t i e s  among th e  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t i e s  o f  th e  r e g io n  in  th e  sec­
ond m illenn ium  B.C .E . The t r e a t i e s  o f  t h e  H i t t i t e s  w ith  t h e i r  n e ig h ­
b o rs  a r e  now w e l l  known,^ and th e  s to c k  o f  t r e a t y  t e x t s  has  been in­
c rea se d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t r e a t i e s  a t  Ebla from th e
2
second h a l f  o f  th e  t h i r d  m i l le n n iu m .  But i t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  so w e ll  
a p p r e c ia te d  t h a t  th e  Mari a r c h i v e s  have a l s o  g r e a t l y  i l lu m in a t e d  t h e  
e x t e n t  to  which t r e a t i e s  g o v e rn e d ,  s t a b i l i z e d ,  o r  d e te rm in e d  th e  in­
t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  emerging n a t i o n - s t a t e s  o f  th e
l V. K o ro se c , H e t h i t i s c h e  S t a a t s v e r t r a g e . L e ip z ig e r  r e c h t s -  
w i s s e n s c h a f t l i c h e  S tu d ie n ,  no .  60 (L e ip z ig ,  T. W eich er ,  1931); G. 
M endenhall ,  "Law and Covenant i n  I s r a e l  and th e  A nc ien t  Near E a s t , "
BA 17 (1954): 26-44, 49-76; D. McCarthy, T re a ty  and C o v en an t ; many 
a r t i c l e s  by F. C. Fensham, W. L . Moran, H. Huffmon, J .  M u ilen b u rg ,  D. 
J .  Wiseman, and o t h e r s .
2
P e t t i n a t o ,  pp . 103 -1 0 5 .
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p e r io d .  The fo u n d a t io n a l  and p e r v a s iv e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t r e a t i e s  among 
the  s e v e r a l  l a r g e r  and many s m a l l e r  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  has  been s tu d ie d  in 
c o n s id e r a b le  d e t a i l  by J .  M. Munn-Rankin in  an a r t i c l e  i n  I r a q  f o r  
1 9 5 6 .  ̂ The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no a c tu a l  t r e a t y  t e x t s  from Mari may 
be th e  re a s o n  f o r  i t s  r e l a t i v e  n e g l e c t  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  l e g a l  i n s t r u ­
ments o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  S t i l l ,  th e  Mari m a t e r i a l  c o n ta in s  
many r e f e r e n c e s  to  th e  making o f  t r e a t i e s  and t h e i r  i m p l i c a t io n s  f o r  
d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  between th e  r e g io n a l  n a t i o n - s t a t e s .
The n o t io n  t h a t  i n t e r s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  were th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e
2
gods had a l r e a d y  d ev e lo p ed  in  th e  t h i r d  m illen n iu m  in  S um er.-  Re­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p o l i c y  r e s t e d  w i th  th e  god who made h i s  w i l l  known
to  th e  k in g  as  h i s  e a r t h l y  l e g a t e . ^  T h u s ,  even when k in g s  were th e
4
c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s  to a t r e a t y ,  th ey  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  g o d s .  But 
" S in ce  gods were th e  u l t i m a t e  r u l e r s  o f  s t a t e s ,  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  a k ing  
i n e v i t a b l y  r a i s e d  th e  problem  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  of h i s  n a t i o n a l  de­
i t y . " ^  N a t u r a l l y ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  was always p a r t  o f  th e  r e l a ­
t i o n s  between such  s t a t e s ,  a f a c t  which can be see n  th ro u g h o u t  Munn- 
R ankin ' s d i s c u s s i o n ,  even  though he does  n o t  make a d i s t i n c t  p o in t  o f  
i t .
A k i n g ' s  v i c t o r y  was a l s o  s a id  to  be th e  r e s u l t  o f  a judgm ent
by th e  g od .^  In  f a c t ,
I t  has been s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  e x p r e s s io n  " to  ju d g e  th e  judgm ent"  
r e f e r r e d  to  a r i t u a l  whereby th e  p e rso n  concerned  was l e g a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  as  k in g ,  b u t  th e  u se  o f  th e  same p h ra s e  in  H i t t i t e
1 2M unn-Rankin, p p .  6 8 -110 . I b i d . ,  p . 70.
3 4I b i d .  I b i d . ,  p . 72.
5Ib id  . ,  p . 72. 6I b i d . ,  p .  74.
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t e x t s  p roves  t h a t  i t  r e l a t e s  to  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  a d i s p u t ^  by 
t r i a l  o f  arms, in  which th e  d e c i s i o n  was g iv e n  by th e  god .
The r e le v a n c e  o f  t h i s  o b s e r v a t io n  to J e p h t h a h ' s  f i n a l  j u d i c i a l  
appeal to  Yahweh i s  c l e a r .  He means t h a t  th e  ( a p p a r e n t l y  i n e v i t a b l e )  
war w i l l  make c l e a r  the  j u s t i c e  o f  I s r a e l ' s  cause in  th e  c o n f l i c t  
(Judg  1 1 :2 7 ) .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  d o ub le  use  o f  a r o o t  in  such con­
t e x t s  ( c o g n a te  a c c u s a t i v e ,  i n f i n i t i v e  a b s o l u t e ,  o r  p a r t i c i p i a l  sub­
j e c t )  m ight be a c lu e  to  t h e  d o u b le - r o o t  c l u s t e r  i n  Ju d g  11 :25 -27 , 
s in c e  he re  th e  argument re a c h e s  i t s  g r e a t e s t  i n t e n s i t y .  At any r a t e  
t h i s  p a r a l l e l  ev id en ce  s u g g e s t s  f u r t h e r  t h a t  J e p h t h a h ' s  s ta te m e n t  
t h a t  Yahweh w i l l  ju d g e  shou ld  be tak en  in th e  sen se  t h a t  He w i l l  de­
te rm in e  who i s  in  t h e  r i g h t  by th e  o rd e a l  o f war which th e  s ta te m e n t  
th e n  presum ably  p ro p o s e s .
A v e r y  g e n e ra l  term r e l a t e d  to  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ag reem en ts  was 
2
th e  S em itic  r o o t  Sim, which shows up in  Ammon's re s p o n s e  to  Jeph­
t h a h ' s  f i r s t  m is s io n — a f a c t  which a l s o  im p l ie s  t r e a t y  background to
t h i s  p e r i c o p e .^  O ften  t r e a t y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  concerned  d i s p u te d  b o rd e r  
4
towns and h a m le t s .  At t im es  one k i n g ' s  h e s i t a n c y  to  r a t i f y  would be 
caused by a c o n t r a r y  omen i n s t r u c t i n g  him d i f f e r e n t l y  from th e
* I b i d . ,  p . 74 .
2
The use  o f  t h i s  r o o t  in  t r e a t y  c o n te x t s  and in  c o n n e c t io n  
w ith  d ip lom acy  i s  s tu d ie d  by D. J .  Wiseman, "Covenant and D iplomacy." 
But i t  i s  a l s o  im p o r ta n t  to  no te  t h a t  the  S em itic  r o o t  tb  i s  p a r t  o f 
th e  lan g u ag e  o f  t r e a t y  " g o o d - w i l l ” and t h a t  i t ,  to o ,  o cc u rs  in  Jeph ­
t h a h ' s  m essage .  C f.  a l s o  C. Gordon, Homer and B i b l e , p .  50; t h e r e  
a r e  s e v e r a l  c o n f e r r a l / d i p l o m a t i c  sce n es  in  t h e  O d y ssey , in  Bks. 2, 3, 
4 ,  24 and in  th e  I l i a d . Bks. 3, 7, and 24 .  I  am in d e b te d  f o r  th e se  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  my c o l l e a g u e ,  P ro f .  P h i l l i p  Munoa.
3
J u d g .  11 :13c— " r e t u r n  them ( t h e  la n d s  I s r a e l  has a l l e g e d l y  
tak en )  □
4
Munn-Rankin, p .  87.
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proposed o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t e r r i t o r v .  Breach o f  t r e a -  
tv  was a s i n  ( c n H u l  turn) a g a in s t  both th e  gods and th e  o t h e r  con­
t r a c t i n g  p a r ty .  Sometimes th e  b reach  c la im  o r  d i s c l a i m  i s  s im p ly  put 
in t h i s  la n g u a g e .
"Of my l i n e a g e "  d e c la r e d  Yasma{j-Adad , " th e r e  i s  none who has s i n ­
ned a g a in s t  th e  god; a l l  keep th e  o a th s  o f  th e  god. P r e v io u s ly  
I la -k a b k a b u  and Yaggid-Lim invoked th e  m ighty l i f e  o f  t h e  god be­
tween them. I la -k a b k a b u  d id  not s in  a g a in s t  Yaggid-Lim; on £he 
c o n t r a r y ,  i t  was Yaggid-Lim who s in n ed  a g a in s t  I l a - k a b k a b u ."
The r e le v a n c e  o f  t h i s  co n cep t  o f  t r e a t v - b r e a c h  to  o u r  p e r ic o p e  (.Judg
11:27) i s  a l s o  o b v io u s .
The Mari documents a l s o  c o n ta in  many n o t i c e s  o f  d ip lo m a t i c
m is s io n s  o p e r a t in g  e i t h e r  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f ,  or w i th in  r e l a t i o n s
o f  s t a t e s  th rough  t r e a t y .  Sometimes i t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  exchange
p r o t e s t s  o v er  v i o l a t i o n s  among n a t io n s  in  v a s s a l  o r  p a r i t v  r e l a t i o n .
For example, Z im ri-Lim  made e f f o r t s  to  s e t t l e  q u a r r e l s  among groups
who acknowledged h i s  a u t h o r i t y :
When Arriwaz r a id e d  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  Asqur-Adad o f  K arana ,  
Z imri-Lim s e n t  him a p e rem pto ry  m essage ,  "[Now) Asqur-Adad o f  
KaranS i s  r e s i d i n g  w ith  me . . . you have ra id e d  h i s  c o u n t ry .^  
[Now] e v e rv th in g  you to o k ,  g a t h e r  i t  t o g e t h e r  and r e t u r n  i t . "
S im i l a r l y :
When Hammurabi o f  Kurda and Atamrum o f  Andariq s e iz e d  t e r r i t c r y  
b e lo n g in g  to  a n o th e r  v a s s a l  of Z im ri-L im , g a l i - s u m u  of I l a n s u r a ,
 ̂Ib id  .
2ARM, v o l . 1: C orrespondence  de Samsi-Addu e t  d e  s e s  f i l s , e d . 
G. D ossin  ( P a r i s :  Im prim erie  n a t i o n a l e ,  1950),  3 .5 - 1 4 ,  c i t e d  by Munn- 
R ankin , p .  89; Lim burg, pp . 303-304, a l s o  shows how th e  r o o t V ^ J n  
(Akk. batfi co g n a te  in  th e  s e v e n th - c e n tu r y  Esarhaddon t r e a t i e s )  be­
lo n g s  to  th e  s p h e re  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( t r e a t y )  r e l a t i o n s .  S evera l  
words f o r  " s in "  e x i s t  in  S e m i t i c .
3
ARM, v o l .  2: L e t t r e s  d i v e r s e s . e d . C .- F .  J e a n  ( P a r i s :  
Im prim erie  n a t i o n a l e ,  1950), 63, c i t e d  by Munn-Rankin, p .  95.
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th e  l a t t e r  w ro te  to  Z im ri-L im  u rg in g  him to  i s s u e  a d e c r e e  o rd e r ­
in g  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  h i s  tow ns.
R e l a t i o n s  between s t a t e s  were governed  by a common code o f  
manners in c lu d in g  l e t t e r  ex ch an g es ,  g i f t s ,  d ip l o m a t i c  c o u r t e s i e s ,  
s a f e - p a s s a g e  g u a r a n t e e s ,  e s c o r t s ,  s u p p l i e s  f o r  r e t u r n  t r i p s ,  and 
ca rav a n  equ ipm en t and s u p p l i e s .
The t r e a t y - b r e a c h  la w s u i t  has a l s o  been s tu d ie d  in  some de­
t a i l ,  so t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  to  g u e s s  o r  s p e c u la t e  h e re  e i t h e r .
2
The b a s i c  s tu d y  i s  t h a t  o f  J .  Harvey (1 9 6 2 )  who, from among s e v e r a l  
examples sp an n in g  th e  e i g h t e e n th  to e i g h t h  c e n t u r i e s  B .C .E . ,  e x h i b i t s
3
a l a w s u i t  o f  T u k u l t i - N i n u r t a  I  (1244-1208) w i th  t h e  fo l lo w in g  fea­
t u r e s  :
A. The R ib  o f  T-N
1. D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  th e  a c c u s a t i o n  a g a in s t  K a s t i l i a s
a )  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  by th e  m essenger
b) A c c u s a t io n  in  a fo rm al d e c l a r a t i o n
2. J u d i c i a l  P ro o f
a)  Reading  o f  th e  t r e a t y  b e f o r e  Shamash
b) B e n e f i t s  g iv en  to  e s t a b l i s h  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  f i d e l i t y
3 .  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  War
a) Combat i s  a t r i a l  o f which T-N i s  a t  th e  same tim e 
Com plainant and R u le r
b) War i s  t o t a l  and w i th o u t  mercy; t h e  d e a th  o f  the  
g u i l t y  p a r t y  p roves  h i s  c u l p a b i l i t y .
B. R e a c t io n  o f  K a S t i l i a s
1. T r a n s i t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t in g  (by a u th o r  o f  th e  poem):
a )  T-N i s  c o n f id e n t  because  he i s  f a i t h f u l  to  the  
T r e a t y .
b) K a s t i l i a s  i s  t e r r o r i z e d  because  he i s  c o n s c io u s  o f  
h i s  t r a n s g r e s s i o n .
2. E xam ination  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  and acknowledgment by 
K a s t i l i a S
a )  The p a s t  ( a l l i a n c e ,  t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  m essenger 
co n tem p t,  i n g r a t i t u d e )
^Munn-Rankin, p .  96.
2
H arvey , PP. 172-196.
^ I b i d . ,  p .  182; A. L. Oppenheim, " A s s v r ia  and B a b y lo n ,” IDB 
(1 9 62) ,  1:272 .
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b) The p r e s e n t  (acknow ledg ing  c u l p a b i l i t y )
11) The t e x t  o f  th e  t r e a t y  c e r t i f i e s  th e  a l l i a n c e .
12) The p ro o f  fu r n is h e d  by T-N i s  v a l i d .
c) The f u t u r e :  The consequences  a r e  i n e v i t a b l e .
The o u t l i n e  o f  th e  l a w s u i t  fo rm u la ry  i s  w ell-know n. T y p ic a l ly  
i t  i n c lu d e s  ( 1 )  summons o f  w i t n e s s e s ,  (2 )  s ta t e m e n t  o f  th e  ca se  a t  
i s s u e ,  (3 )  r e c i t a l  o f  p a s t  b e n e f i t s  o f th e  s u z e r a i n ,  (A) an i n d i c t ­
m ent, and (5 )  th e  s e n te n c e .^  These e lem en ts  may ap p e a r  p a r t i a l l y ,  
f r a e m e n t a r i l y , o r in  expanded form. I t  does  n o t  seem p o s s i b l e  to  
i n s i s t  t h a t  f o r  a t r u e  l a w s u i t  a l l  e lem en ts  must ap p e a r  p r e c i s e l y  and 
in  o r d e r .  The t h r e e  examples g iv e n  by Harvey do no t  conform to  any 
r i g i d  p a t t e r n ,  and th e  v a r i e t y  in  k ind  and p lacem ent o f  t r e a t y  formu­
l a r y  e lem e n ts  i n  th e  s ec o n d -m il len n iu m  documents shows some v a r i e t v  
to  be n o rm a l .
The re a s o n  f o r  c i t i n g  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  by Harvey i s  n o t  to  
show t h a t  we have in  Judg 11:12-28 th e  p re s e n c e  o f  a p r e c i s e  p a t t e r n ,  
but to  i l l u s t r a t e  how many k in d s  o f  e lem e n ts  can be in c lu d e d  in  an 
a n c ie n t  Near E a s te r n  t r e a t y  l a w s u i t ,  and th e r e b y  to  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  to  
l i k e n e s s e s  in  fo rm u la ry  e lem e n ts  between th e  t r e a t y  l a w s u i t  in  gen­
e r a l  and t h a t  o f  o u r  Judges  p e r i c o p e :  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  
p ro o f s  from h i s t o r y ,  argum ents  f o r  c u l p a b i l i t y ,  war as  t r i a l ,  and 
m essenger co n tem p t .
F i n a l l y ,  J .  L im burg, in  th e  a r t i c l e  a l r e a d y  c i t e d ,  adduces  th e
*G. E. W r ig h t ,  "The L aw su it  o f  God," in  I s r a e l ' s  P r o p h e t i c  
H e r i t a g e , e d . B. Anderson and W. H a r r e l s o n  (New York: H arper  and Row, 
1 9 6 2 ),  p p .  26-67; c f .  W r ig h t ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  between 
G u n k e l-B eg r ich  and Huffmon in  th e  same e s s a y ,  pp . 4 1 -4 9 .  The above 
example from among H a rv e y 's  t h r e e  shows t h a t  th e  d e t a i l s  can be de­
s c r ib e d  by a modem s c h o l a r  in  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways which co rresp o n d  to  
r e a l  e lem en ts  in  th e  fo r m u la r y .  The o c c a s io n  and i t s  c o n te x tu a l  de­
t a i l s  w i l l  l a r g e l y  d e te rm in e  which e lem en ts  a r e  p r e s e n t  a n d /o r  s t r e s ­
sed in  any p a r t i c u l a r  employment o f  th e  f o r m u la r y .
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e i g h t h - c e n t u r y  Aramaic S e f i r e  t r e a t y  s t e l a s  in  which ^  “1 o cc u rs  in a
d i s p u t e  o v e r  c la im s  o f  th e  King o f  Arpad t o  a t e r r i t o r y  c a l l e d  TL YM:
I f  my son  q u a r r e l s  O ? -?) and i f  th e  son  of my son  q u a r r e l s  C i 'D  
and i f  mv o f f s p r i n g  q u a r r e l s  w i th  vour o f f s p r i n g  abou t TL
YM and i t s  v i l l a g e s  and i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  whoever w i l l  r a i s e
[ .............................  th e  k i ]n g s  of Ar^ad [ ...............................] ,  vou w i l l
have been f a l s e  to  t h i s  t r e a t y .
Enough f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  d ip lom acy  p e r ic o p e  have been i l l u s t r a t ­
ed from docum ents sp an n in g  th e  e ig h t e e n th  to  e ig h th  c e n tu r i e s  B .C .E . 
t c  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  p ro b a b le  t r e a t v  background , even though th e r e  i s  no 
e x p l i c i t  m en tion  o f  a t r e a t y .  The co m bina tion  of l a w s u i t ,  d ip lom acy , 
and t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s p u t e  i s  w e ll  a r t i c u l a t e d  in  th e  p e r ic o p e
Y“lX ) .  The p re se n c e  o f  o t h e r  te rm s and co n c ep ts  of i n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  n o rm a l ly  based on t r e a t y  a g re e m e n ts ,  a rgues  s t r o n g l y  
fo r  t h i s  back g ro u n d . I n f lu e n c e  o f  th e  L aban-Jacob  boundarv t r e a t y  o f  
g r a n t  d e f in i n g  G ilead  a t t e s t s  to  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h i s  l e g a l  framework. 
The l e g a l l i k e  a p p e a ls  to  a c t i v i t i e s  and c o o r d in a t io n  of t e r r i t o r i e s
among n a t io n s  and d e i t i e s  a l s o  co r resp o n d  to  th e  t r e a t y  framework fo r
2
d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  in  th e  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  g r a n t -  
tvpe t r e a t v  which p r o h i b i t s  even n o n - p a r t i e s  from v i o l a t i n g
J .  A. F i tz m y e r ,  "The Aramaic S u z e r a in ty  T r e a ty  from S e f i r e  in  
the Museum of B e i r u t , ” CBO 20 (1 9 5 8 ) :4 4 4 -4 7 6 ,  c i t e d  by Limburg, p .  
300; h i s  em phasis  i s  t h a t  F i tz m y e r  in  t r a n s l a t i n g  " q u a r r e l , "  has 
not made th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  show th e  l e g a l / t r e a t y  c o n te x t  in  which th e  
word g a in s  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I t  should  be t r a n s l a t e d  "makes a com­
p l a i n t  a g a i n s t , "  o r  even b e t t e r ,  " c a r r i e s  ou t  a l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t . "
2
T h ere  i s  a l s o  "An E a r ly  P h o e n ic ia n  P o l i t i c a l  Document" pub­
l i s h e d  by J .  Obermann (JBL 58 [1 9 3 9 ] :2 2 9 -2 4 2 ) , which c l o s e l y  p a r a l ­
l e l s  Judg  1 1 :2 4 .  I t  i s  so f rag m en ta ry  t h a t  th e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  
canno t be d e te r m in e d ,  bu t  i t s  lan g u ag e  c e r t a i n l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  a p ro ­
p o sa l  f g r  m utual boundary o b s e r v a t io n s  between a k in g  of Byblos and 
A zziba a l : “ . . . th y  dom inion  s h a l l  be t h i n e ,  bu t  my dominion s h a l l  
be m in e ."  T h is  i n s c r i p t i o n  d a t e s  from x i - x  B.C .E . a c c o rd in g  to  
Obermann. O t to s s o n ,  pp . 166-167, i s  p ro b a b ly  c o r r e c t  in  h i s  o p in io n  
t h a t  th e  fo rm al la n g u a g e  on p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  goes back to  a concep t  of 
law based on th e  a b i l i t y  o f  p eo p le  to hold t e r r i t o r i e s ,  th e  l o s s  of
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b o r d e r s .  T h is  l a t t e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  im p o r ta n t ,  s i n c e  
a l th o u g h  Ammon was n o t  a p a r t y  to  e a r l i e r  t r e a t i e s  because i t  d id not 
e x i s t  a t  th e  tim e as  a n a t i o n a l  e n t i t y ,  i t  n o n e th e l e s s  could  v i o l a t e  
b o u n d a r ie s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  the  t im e ,  and be l i a b l e  to boundary  v i o l a ­
t i o n  l a w s u i t s  under th e  commonly used "anyone" c l a u s e s  found in  such  
g r a n t  t r e a t i e s  o r  boundary  s to n e  c u r s e s .
S in ce  o t h e r  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  forms a re  found in  Judges as 
no ted  p r e v io u s l y ,  and can be q u i t e  compressed in  q u a n t i t y  o f  m a te r i ­
a l ,  th e  l e n g t h  o f  t h i s  l a w s u i t  a p p e a rs  s i g n i f i c a n t .  J e p h th ah  has 
been  p ic tu r e d  as a -man ( 1 2 :2 )  who assem bles  a d i s t i n c t i v e  and 
d e t a i l e d  case  fo r  Ammon's v i o l a t i o n  o f  t r e a t y .  The l a w s u i t ' s  longev­
i t y  y i e l d s  a s en se  o f  c e n t r a l i t y — an o b s e r v a t io n  th e  more p l a u s i b l e  
c o n s id e r in g  i t s  p la c e  a t  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  f i v e  J e p h th ah  p e r ic o p a e — 
th e re b y  c r e a t i n g  the  fu lcrum  o f  th e  f i v e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s .  This  ob­
s e r v a t i o n  i s  encouraged  f u r t h e r  from a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  h e i l s -  
g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e ,  which need to be seen in 
t h e i r  l a r g e r  Jo s h u a -J u d g e s  c o n t e x t .
Kerygma
Some s c h o la r s  have observed  t h a t  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  has h e i l s -  
g e s c h i c h t l l c h e  ( s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y )  i n t e r e s t s . * '  By t h i s  th ey  appar­
e n t l y  mean t h a t  J e p h th a h  i s  v iew ed , in  p a r t  a t  l e a s t ,  a s  b e in g  i n t e r ­
e s te d  in  using  the h i s t o r y  o f  Yahweh's a c t s  f o r  I s r a e l ' s  s a l v a t i o n — 
a c ts  which a re  c o n t in u o u s ly  p roc la im ed  as th e  s a v in g  m essage
which was c o n s e q u e n t i a l  f o r  th e  concep t o f  th e  power and sp h e re  o f  
t h e i r  g o d s ,  as a l s o  Munn-Rankin, pp . 7 0 -7 2 ,  o b s e r v e s .
^ O t to s s o n ,  p .  163; van S e t e r s ,  " C o n q u e s t ,"  p. 188.
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(kerygma) of che Old T es tam en t.*  The prom inence o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  in 
Joshua and Judges  and i t s  ap p ea ran ce  h e r e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  some s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  be paid to  i t .
In  the  D e u te ro n o ra is t ic  H i s to r y  o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le  occur 
r e p e a te d  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  ev en ts  which formed I s r a e l ' s  s e l f -  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  as  a n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  exodus from Egypt and 
b a t t l e s  o f  c o n q u e s t  in  th e  p l a i n s  of Moab and Canaan. Repeated r e ­
c i t a l  o f  th e s e  d e l i v e r a n c e  e v e n ts  g iv e s  them th e  s t a t u s  o f  a s ta n d a rd  
p ro c la m a t io n  o r  kerygma, a kind o f  b a s i c  I s r a e l i t e  '"Credo." These 
summaries may be c a l l e d  "kerygma" s in c e  (1 )  th ey  p ro c la im  th e  a c t s  o f  
God as  good news to  I s r a e l ,  (2) th ey  r e i t e r a t e  i t s  s a l v a t i o n  from 
E g y p t ,  ( 3 )  th ey  a r e  re p e a te d  as th e  b a s i s  f o r  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  
Yahweh from which i t s  commitment to  th e  commandments i s  u rg ed ,  and 
(4 )  th e  e v e n ts  a r e  p roc la im ed  as g r a c io u s  a c t s  o f  I s r a e l ' s  d i v i n e  
King in  a s o v e r e ig n - v a s s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d e f in e d  by t r e a t y / c o v e n a n t  
e n a c tm e n ts .
Kerygma in  Jo sh u a
Kerygma c i t a t i o n s  in  Joshua ap p e a r  to  be te n  in  number: 1 :6 ;  
2 :1 0 -1 1 ;  4 :2 3 -5 :1 ;  7 :7 -9 ;  9; 10:1; 13 :2 1 -2 2 ;  21 :43 -45 ;  2 3 :3 -5 ,  9; 24. 
C e r t a in  c o n c lu s io n s  can  be drawn by o b s e r v in g  t h e i r  p lacem en t ,  
l e n g t h ,  u s e ,  and a n p h a s e s .
In  term s o f  l i t e r a r y  p lace m en t ,  th e  kerygma s ta t e m e n t s  cor­
r e l a t e  w e ll  w i th  t h e  l i t e r a r y  p a t t e r n s  o f  J o s h u a .  (1 )  Kerygma c i t a ­
t i o n s  tend  to  o ccu r  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a l i t e r a r y  u n i t .  T h is  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when th e  u n i t  i s  a t r e a t y  enac tm en t o r  p ro p o s a l ,  in
*Van S e t e r s ,  " C o n q u e s t ,"  p. 191; O t to s s o n ,  p .  163.
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which th e  kerygma c i t a t i o n  forms a k ind  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p ro lo g u e  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m igh ty  works o f  Yahweh a s  a p re lu d e  to  s t i p u l a t i o n s .  
T h is  i s  v a l i d  f o r  th e  n a t i o n  i t s e l f  o r  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s  such  a s  ftahab 
o r  th e  G ib e o n i t e s  (2 :1 0 -1 1 ;  c h a p s .  9, 2 4 ) .  (2 )  In  one c a s e ,  a p r a y e r
o f  Jo sh u a  in c lu d e s  a kerygm a-based  p le a  to  Yahweh to  a c t  on the b a s i s
o f  h i s  p a s t  d e e d s ;  t h i s  p le a  marks th e  t u r n i n g  p o in t  in  th e  tw o -p a r t
n a r r a t i v e  o f  Achan ( 7 : 7 - 9 ) .  ( 3 )  I n  two c a s e s ,  a kerygma appea l  marks
th e  end p o in t  o f  a s e c t i o n  (2 1 :4 3 -4 5 ;  4 :2 3 -2 5 )  o r ,  in  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  t y p e ,  th e  c l im ax  o f  a l a n d - d i s t r i b u t i o n  e p is o d e  ( 1 3 : 2 1 - 2 2 ) .
(4 )  In  two c a s e s ,  a kerygma c i t a t i o n  has t h e  l i t e r a r y  f u n c t i o n  o f  a 
b r id g e  from one main e p is o d e  o r  s u b -e p is o d e  to  th e  n ex t  m ajor b lo c k  
o f  n a r r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  ( 5 :1 ;  10 :1 ; c f .  a l s o  9 : 1 ) .  Thus, th e  l i t e r a r y  
f u n c t i o n s  o f  kerygma in c l u s i o n s  a r e  v a r i e d  and f l e x i b l e ;  t h e i r  p l a c e ­
ment i s  c o n t r i b u t o r y  to  l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i th o u t  b e in g  f ix e d  o r  
s t e r e o t y p e d .
In  terms o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i k e w i s e  c o n s id ­
e r a b l e  v a r i e t y .  The m a t t e r  c i t e d  g r a v i t a t e s  around (1) the  p rom ises
o f  t h e  lan d  to  th e  f a t h e r s ,  ( 2 )  d e l i v e r a n c e  from E g y p t ,  and (3 )  the
v i c t o r i e s  o f  th e  Yahweh war o f  c o n q u e s t ;  a l l  can  be c i t e d  t o g e t h e r  in  
a l o n g e r  summary. When e x t re m e ly  r e d u c e d ,  one o r  th e  o t h e r  of th e  
t h r e e  s u b j e c t s  can  be c i t e d  a s  need o r  i n t e r e s t  d e te r m in e s .  I f  t h e r e  
i s  any c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  i t  i s  on th e  most r e c e n t  e v e n ts  o f  Yahweh's 
work; b u t  t h i s  too  i s  f l e x i b l e .
The most s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  c i t a t i o n s  i s  th e  v a r i e t y  o f  
t h e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t s  made from them. U n iq u e ly ,  24 :2 -1 3  em p h as izes ,  
w i th  th e  same group o f  e v e n t s ,  t h a t  Yahweh s e p a r a t e s  from dominion 
by ,  and even c o n ta c t  w i t h ,  i d o l a t r o u s  n a t i o n s  and t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s .
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But t h i s  i s  th e  em phasis  o n ly  o f  J o s h  2 4 .  I t  does  n o t  a p p e a r  in  th e  
o t h e r  c i t a t i o n s .  In 2 3 :3 -5 ;  9, o n lv  th e  d i v i n e  a l l o t m e n t  o f  th e  land  
by i n h e r i t a n c e  and co n q u e s t  i s  em phasized .  In  13 :21-22  th e  same 
e v e n ts  a r e  c i t e d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  s l a u g h t e r  o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  
p o s s i b l y  in  r e a c t i o n  to th e  th o u g h t  o f  i d o l a t r y  a t  Baal Peor ( i n  t h i s  
t h e r e  would be some s i m i l a r i t y  to  J o s h  2 4 ) .  In 2 :1 0 -1 1  t h e r e  i s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  co v en an t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  i n  J o s h  9; in  b o th  c a s e s  th e  
e v e n ts  a r e  v iewed as r e q u i r i n g  s u b m iss io n  to  Yahweh and h i s  p e o p le .  
S t i l l  a n o th e r  t y p e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  Yahweh's deeds  h ea rd  by 
th e  C a n a a n i te s  and t h e i r  d e t e r m in a t i o n  to  r e s i s t  ( 5 : 1 ;  1 0 : 1 ) ,  d e s p i t e  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  Yahweh1s m ighty  a c t s  and p ro m ises  p a r a ly z e  them w i th  
f e a r .  S t i l l  a n o th e r  usage i s  to  r a i s e  o r  s t i m u l a t e  I s r a e l ' s  n a t i o n a l  
s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and th en  to  add ceremony which i n c r e a s e s  n a t i o n a l  
s e l f - a w a r e n e s s  even  more f u l l y  ( J o s h  5 ) .  Sometimes th e  i n t e r e s t  i s  
in  em phas iz ing  who I s r a e l ' s  God i s ,  o r  t h e  e v e n ts  as w i tn e s s  to  him 
( 4 : 2 3 - 2 5 ) .  As i t  a p p e a r s ,  J o s h  24, d e s p i t e  i t s  u n u su a l  l e n g t h ,  i s  
n o t  a m easu re  o f  kerygma usage in  J o s h u a .  While t h e  l o n g e s t  and most 
d e t a i l e d  o f  t h e s e  c i t a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n o t  th e  s ta n d a rd  o r  t y p i c a l  one .  
Each c a s e  must r a t h e r  be u n d e r s to o d  in  i t s  own r i g h t  and fo r  i t s  own 
f u n c t i o n .
T here  a r e  some co m m o n a l i t ie s  among th e  c i t a t i o n s :  ( I )  th e  same 
e v e n ts  tend  to  be used over  and o v e r ,  b u t  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d  w i th  vary ­
ing v o c a b u la r y ,  depend ing  on th e  d e s i r e d  m o t i f ;  (2 )  h i p h i l  forms o f  
th e  v e rb s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Yahweh's a c t i o n s  tend  to  p red o m in a te ;  and 
( 3 )  even when th e  e v e n ts  o f  Yahweh 's  work and word a r e  c i t e d  in  t h e i r  
human d im en s io n s  ( e . g . ,  Jo sh u a  d id  t h i s  o r  t h a t ) ,  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  n ev e r  
l o s e  s i g h t  o f  Y ahw eh 's  power in  h i s t o r y  a s  th e  a c tu a l  s o u rc e  o f  th e
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e v e n ts ;  th e  human s i d e  always o p e r a t e s  w i th in  th e  frame o f  th e  d iv in e  
s i d e .
Kerygma in  Ju d g es  
T here  a re  perh ap s  s i x  such  p a s s a g e s  in  Ju d g es  (2 :1 -2 ;  2 :1 0 -1 2 ;  
5 :4 ;  6 :8 -9 ;  11 :13-24; 1 9 :3 0 ) .  H ere , t o o ,  th e  kerygma m a t e r i a l  occu rs  
n ea r  t h e  b eg in n in g  o f  a p o r t i o n .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  in  2 :1 - 2 ,  
10-12, and 6 :8 - 9 ;  i n  19 :30 , however, t h e  o p p o s i t e  i s  th e  c a s e .  In 
th e  J ep h th ah  p e r ic o p e  th e  kerygma i n c l u s i o n  i s  a t  th e  c e n te r ;  in d eed ,  
i t  makes up i t s  c o r e  ( 1 1 :1 5 - 2 6 ) ,  and th e  p e r ic o p e  i t s e l f  i s  i n  f a c t  
th e  c e n t e r  one o f  th e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s .
Leaving  out o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  5 : 4 ,  a s  i t  has no r e f e r e n c e  to 
E g y p t ,  and o n ly  a p o s s i b l e  r e f e r e n c e  to  Mt. S in a i  (and even t h i s  i s  
n o t  r e l a t e d  to  d e l i v e r a n c e  e v e n t s ) , t h e r e  a re  r e a l l y  o n ly  f i v e  pas­
sag e s  in  Judges— a reduced  q u a n t i t y  from  Jo sh u a .  T h is  f a c t  makes th e  
J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p e  unusual  in  J u d g e s .  In  6 :8 - 9  th e  kerygma r e c i t a l  
b e g in s  a s  u su a l  w i th  t h e  d e l i v e r a n c e  from Egypt (V^Xl); b u t  i t  adds 
t h a t  Yahweh d e l iv e r e d  I s r a e l  from a l l  o p p re s s o r s  h  ) ) ,  T h is
s t a t e m e n t  in  t u r n  i s  fo l lo w ed  by “I  gave  you th e  l a n d . "  T h is  means 
t h a t  th e  kerygma r e c i t a l  has now been expanded to  i n c lu d e  th e  e v e n ts  
o f  th e  Jo sh u a  e r a  in  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  d e f e a t  of S ihon and Og. Thus, 
as  i n  J o s h u a ,  t h e  kerygma can  be e n la rg e d  to  i n c lu d e  th e  r e c i t a l  of 
Yahweh's on -go ing  works ( c f .  2 :1 0 -1 2 :  ilY/y “1YW T V U y t J Q ) .
I n  6 : 8 - 9 ,  a n o th e r  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  Ju d g es  
p as sa g es  i s  e x h i b i t e d ,  i . e . ,  commands to  a b s t a i n  from i d o l a t r y  and 
u n io n s  w ith  i d o l a t r o u s  C an a a n i te s  ( 2 : 1 - 2 ,  10-12; 6 : 8 - 9 ) .  I s r a e l  has 
s e r i o u s l y  ignored  t h e s e  commands, hence i t  i s  s u b j e c t  to th e  c u r s e s  
o f  Yahweh. T h is  em phasis  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  t h a t  o f  J o s h  24; i t
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t s  a l s o  I n t e g r a t e d  w ith  th e  t r e a t v - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  o f  Yahweh a g a in s t  
I s r a e l  which, as noted e a r l i e r ,  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e s e  same p as­
sag e s  in  J u d g e s .  Command b reach  a l s o  forms p a r t  o f th e  h i s t o r y  o f  
th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  needed f o r  a p ro p e r  l a w s u i t .  This  a n t i - i d o l a t r y /  
t r e a t v - b r e a c h  m o t i f  i s  s i m i l a r  to  th e  t h r e a t s  o f  th e  book o f  D eu te r­
onomy.
The r e f e r e n c e  in  Judg  19:30  i s  o n ly  a p a s s in g  one ,  bu t i t  i l ­
l u s t r a t e s  th e  f a c r  f h a t  th e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  d e l i v e r a n c e - h i s t o r y  a r e  a 
kind o f  canon— a measure by which to  view new a f f a i r s  in  I s r a e l ' s  
h i s t o r y :  "Such a th in g  has n ev e r  happened o r  been seen  s i n c e  t h e  day 
t h a t  th e  p eo p le  o f  I s r a e l  came up o u t  o f  th e  land o f  Egypt (RSV)". 
T h is  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  skew shows y e t  a n o th e r  use to  which c r e e d a l  
r e c i t a l  can be p u t .  The p eo p le  mean t h a t  th ey  have n e v e r  seen  a 
concub ine  cu t  up i n to  tw e lve  p ie c e s  in  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y !
T his  l e a v e s  1 1 :13 -24 .  As u s u a l ,  t h e  ev e n ts  b eg in  w ith  I s r a ­
e l ' s  d e l iv e r a n c e  from E gypt.  But J ep h th ah  s im ply  say s  t h a t  I s r a e l  
th en  came to  Kadesh and from t h e r e  conducted d ip lo m a t ic  m is s io n s  to  
Edom and Moab. This  use of th e  h i s t o r y  s t r e s s e s  n o n - a g g r e s s io n .  
Je p h th a h  then  moves to  th e  c o n a u e s t  o f S ihon whose land  I s r a e l  took  
and re c e iv e d  as an " i n h e r i t a n c e . "  The kerygma i s  th en  tu rn ed  i n t o  
th e  l a w s u i t  a g a in s t  Ammon, as  d i s c u s s e d  ab o v e .  This  i s  y e t  a n o th e r  
use  of th e  h e i l s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  c r e e d a l  r e c i t a t i o n .
The p lacem en t,  q u a n t i t y ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  and 
o c c a s io n  of t h i s  kerygma usage a l l  p o in t  to  som ething c e n t r a l  abou t  
11 :12-28  in  th e  c o m p i la t io n  of J u d g e s .  J e p h th a h  ap p e a rs  no t o n ly  as 
a competent p a r t i c i p a n t  in  s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  a f t e r  becoming th e  s in g u ­
l a r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  head o f  G i le a d ;  he  i s  a l s o  l o y a l  to  th e  I s r a e l i t e
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h i s t o r y  o f  s a l v a t i o n — indeed  he i s  a  p ro c la im e r  o f  i t  i n  the  way o f  
Joshua and Moses. But he can  a l s o  p u t  i t  to  l e g a l  u se  in  a l a w s u i t .  
By t h i s  means, t o o ,  t h e  f i n a l  e d i t o r  o f  Ju d g es  b u i l d s  h i s  ca se  f o r  
th e  c e n t r a l  p rom inence o f  J e p h th a h  in  th e  g r o s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  
book.
Moab and Chemosh 
Wiist^ summarizes th e  f i v e  m ajor s o l u t i o n s  to  t h e  a p p a re n t  con­
f l i c t  between Ammonite and M oabite  a r g u m e n ta t io n  o b j e c t i v e s  in  1 1 :12 -  
2 8 .  ( I )  Moab was th e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t y  to  th e  c o n f l i c t .  Ammon e n t e r s
th e  t e x t  a d d i t i o n a l l y  a t  a l a t e r  s t a g e  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  in  which docu-
2
ments ( J  and E) were combined (H o lz in g e r ,  Budde).  (2 )  There was an 
Ammonite kingdom b e f o re  th e  A m orites  e x p e l l e d  th e  M oab ites  ( J .
Simons ) .  (3 )  There was a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n  betw een  th e  Ammonites and
M o a b i te s ,  a s  Gen 19:37-38  and Deut 2 : 9 ,  19 show ( N o t s c h e r ) . ^  (4 )  The 
r e p o r t  r e f l e c t s  I s r a e l ' s  monarchy e r a — an Ammonite e x p a n s io n  in to  
t e r r i t o r y  between I s r a e l  and Moab (M o o re ) , o r  an advance in  th e  time 
of Omri (T a u b le r )^  a s  f a r  a s  th e  Arnon. (5 )  I t  i s  a p ro p h e t i c  speech 
o f  g e n e r a l  n a tu r e  l a t e r  i n t e g r a t e d  in to  th e  Israel-Ammon s t r u g g l e  o f  
Jep h th ah  ( R i c h t e r ) ^ .  To t h i s  complex and co n fu s in g  p l e t h o r a  o f
^Wust, p p .  464-467; f o r  a n o th e r  summary o f  p o s s i b l e  
e x p l a n a t io n s ,  c f .  C u n d a l l , J u d g e s  and R u th , pp . 144-14 5.
^H o lz in g e r  c i t e d  by Budde, R i c h t e r , p . 82, a s  c i t e d  in  tu rn  by 
Must, p .  465 ,  n .  I .
3J .  Simons, "Two Connected  Problem s R e la t in g  to  th e  I s r a e l i t e  
S e t t le m e n t  in  T r a n s jo r d a n , "  PEQ 79 (1947 ) :27  -39  , 8 7 -1 0 1 .
4
F . N o ts c h e r ,  Buch d e r  R i c h t e r , c i t e d  by Wiist, p .  465, n .  3. 
^ T a u b le r ,  p . 292.
^ R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , ” pp. 540, 546.
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e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  Wust adds h i s  own. The l a s t  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  e d i t o r s  o f  
an o r i g i n a l  Ammonite s t o r y ,  c a p i t a l i z i n g  on th e  o b s c u r i t y  o f  the  term  
in  Jo sh  12:2  (b o rd e r?  t e r r i t o r y ? ) ,  g i v e s  i t  t h e  sen se  of 
" b o r d e r - a r e a ," i . e . ,  a zone between Ammon and G i le a d ;  t h i s  zone i s  
what was c o n t e s t e d .  But t h i s  e d i t o r  found i t  in  h i s  i n t e r e s t  to wid­
en th e  argument by u s in g  Moab as  an a n a lo g y , t h e r e b y  making J e p h -  
t h a h ' s  s t r u g g l e  an Ammonite-Moab o ne ,  in  which a f t e r  th e s e  t h r e e -  
hundred y ea rs  Moab, to o ,  la ck e d  any c la im s  to t e r r i t o r y  n o r th  of th e  
Arnon j u s t  as  Ammon lack ed  any b a s i s  f o r  c la im s  w est o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  
b o rd e r  a r e a .*
The ty p es  o f  s o l u t i o n s  to  th e  Moab-Chemosh problem  may be
reduced  to  t h r e e .  (1 )  One mav c c p lo r e  t h e  more o r  l e s s  dim r e c e s s e s
o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r e a  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  and p o s i t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  in
th e  rem ote  p a s t  between Ammon and Moab in  which e i t h e r  t h e i r  t r i b a l
g roups  m ixed, t h e i r  b o rd e rs  were i n d e t e r m i n a t e ,  and t h e i r  d e i t i e s
2
s i m i l a r ,  i d e n t i c a l ,  o r even i n t e r c h a n g a b l e . ” (2) One may seek  a 
1 l t e r a r y  s o l u t i o n  in  d i i c h  M oabite m a t e r i a l  had been added to  a Judg­
es Era Ammonite s t o r y  o r  v i c e  v e r s a .  In t h i s  c a s e ,  judgm en ts  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y  on th e  e d i t o r i a l  p ro c e s s  a lo n g  w ith  e f f o r t  a t  d e te r m in in g  
th e  m u l t i p l e  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  h o r i z o n s ,  o r  even t r y i n g  to  d e t e r ­
mine what kind o f  h o r i z o n .  ( 3 )  One may s e e k  th e  r e le v a n c e  o f  Moab by
u n d e r s ta n d in g  Moab a s  a n a lo g i c a l  to  t h e  b a s i c  Ammonite framework of 
3
th e  p e r i c o p e .
*Wiist, p .  477; C u n d a l l ,  Ju d g es  and R u t h , p p .  144-146, o u t l i n e s  
th e  problem and v a r io u s  s o l u t i o n s .
^ S i m i l a r l y  M a r t i n , p .  141.
3
O t t o s s o n ,  p p .  163, 169, fo l lo w s  t h i s  ap p ro ach ;  c f .  V in c e n t ,  
J B , p .  325 .
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C o n s id e r in g  the  l i t e r a r y  a p p ro ach  f i r s t ,  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  
th e  t e x t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Chemosh i s  b ro u g h t  i n t o  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  by way 
o f  s i m i l i t u d e  betw een Ammon and Moab. But i f  Moab i s  t h e  c h i e f  ob­
j e c t  o f  th e  argum ent,  why was th e  m a t e r i a l  p laced  he re  w i th in  an Am­
m onite  frame? I f  a l i t e r a r y  s o l u t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  one must be pre­
pared to a c c e p t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  c o m p i le r s  s im p ly  l e t  th e  in co n g ru ­
i t y  s tan d  between Ammon and Moab w i th o u t  ev e r  th in k in g  of t h e  prob­
lem , o r  w orse ,  ch o o s in g  to  ig n o re  i t .  Wiist c r i t i c i z e d  M it tm an n 's  
t r e a tm e n t  in  which he su g g es ted  t h a t  a second e d i t o r  f a b r i c a t e d  de­
t a i l s  c o n t r a r y  to  th o s e  o f  th e  f i r s t  e d i t o r .  According to  Wiist, t h i s  
second e d i t o r  must b ea r  th e  re p ro a c h  o f  hav ing  o n ly  a " m in d le s s ,  con­
s e n t in g  a c q u a in t a n c e ” w i th  th e  t r a d i t i o n . *  I f  one o p ts  fo r  a l a t e r  
M oabite  i n s e r t i o n  in to  an e a r l i e r  Ammonite framework, t h i s  r e p ro a c h  
must be bo rn e  by as  many e d i t o r s  as worked on th e  t e x t  w i th o u t  any 
aw areness  o f  th e  problem o r  w ith  a b en t  o f  mind p e r v e r s e  enough t h a t ,  
knowing t h e r e  was a problem , a c q u ie sc e d  in  l e a v i n g  i t  as  a t e x t u a l
i n c o n g r u i t y .  N e i th e r  o f  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  i s  c o n v in c in g .  A l i t e r a r y
2
s o l u t i o n  seems l e a s t  d e s i r a b l e .
The appea l  to Moab as an an a lo g y  i s  more a t t r a c t i v e .  A minor 
com parison  i s  v i s i b l e  in  th e  B alak  l i n e  ( v s .  2 5 a ) ;  bu t t h i s  app ro ach  
i s  open to  th e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  the  t e x t  does  n o t  seem to be aware o f  
such  a t r a n s i t i o n  to  an a lo g y  a t  t h e  c r u c i a l  p o in t  where th e  Moab 
a rg u m e n ta t io n  i s  s a id  to  b eg in  ( v s .  1 5 ) .  E s p e c i a l l y  p ro b le m a t ic  i s  
th e  in c o n g r u i ty  t h a t  Chemosh i s  c a l l e d  "your (Ammon's) god" w i th o u t
* Wttst, p .  4 6 8 .
2
H e r tz b e r g ,  p .  215; B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  203, 205.
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any c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n a lo g y .  The t e x t  f low  meshes th e  two so c lo s e ­
l y  t h a t  one must s u s p e c t  t h a t  th e  ap p ea l  to a n a lo g y  i s  r a t h e r  specu­
l a t i v e .
With H e r tz b e rg ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  seems b e s t  to  pursue an h i s t o r ­
i c a l  s o l u t i o n ,  though one must work c a u t i o u s l y  s i n c e  i t  may be a l l  
too  easy  to  a r b i t r a r i l y  adopt a s p e c u l a t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p la n a t io n  
a r i s i n g  from mere p o s s i b i l i t i e s — a c a u t io n  which may u l t i m a t e l y  ne­
c e s s i t a t e  abandonment o f  t h i s  a p p ro ach ,  shou ld  f u l l e r  ev idence  re­
q u i r e  i t .
To beg in  w i th ,  th e  t e x t  does c o n ta in  a t  l e a s t  one p o s s ib le  ar­
c h a ic  e le m e n t ,  i . e . ,  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  bo th  Chemosh and Yahweh have 
g ra n te d  land to  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  t r i b a l  v o t a r i e s . *  Taking  t h i s  a r ­
chaism  as a c l u e ,  some f u r t h e r  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  m ight 
be  made to  oea r  on the  q u e s t io n  as f o l l o w s .
H e r tzb e rg  th o u g h t  t h a 1- in  th e  tim e b e fo re  Sihon e s t a b l i s h e d
h i s  Amorite kingdom, both Anmon and Moab had p o ssessed  "G ilead"  or 
2
p o r t i o n s  o f  i t .  B. Mazar su g g es ted  t h a t  m ig r a t io n  was th e  o c c a s io n  
f o r  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of th e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t - l i v e d  Amorite kingdom 
in  T r a n s jo r d a n .^  There a p p e a rs  to  be g e n e r a l  agreem ent t h a t  th e  
Ammonite kingdom was of somewhat l a t e r  o r i g i n  th a n  th e  M o ab ite ,  and 
t h a t  th e  Ammonites were perhaps  a s m a l le r  t r i b a l  g roup  up to  abou t 
th e  tim e o f  ou r  p e r i c o p e 1s a c t i o n ,  o n ly  under  the  hegemony o f ,  o r
*Cf. Burney, J u d g e s . p p .  314-315; Budde, R i c h t e r , p .  84.
2
H e r tz b e r g ,  pp .  215-216; O t to s s o n ,  p .  167: " . . .  t h e  p o i n t  de 
d e p a r t  must u n q u e s t io n a b ly  be a Moab which has no p o l i t i c o - h i s t o r i c a l  
o u t l i n e s ;  c f .  R i c h t e r  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," p . 5 3 8 -5 4 0 .
^B. M azar, "The Exodus and The C o n q u es t ,"  in  World H i s t o r y  of 
th e  J e w is h  P e o p l e , v o l .  2: J u d g e s . ed . B. Mazar (New Brunswick, N . J . :  
R u tg e r s  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19 7 1 ),  p .  72.
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even  amalgamated w i th ,  M oab.1 When E g y p t ian  t e x t s  ( t h i r t e e n t h  cen­
t u r y )  f i r s t  m ention  Moab and Edom, t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no m en tion  o f  
Ammon. Ammon i s  mentioned f i r s t  in  th e  b i b l i c a l  d o cu m en ts .” Our 
t e x t  may t h e r e f o r e  h a rk  back  to  a v e ry  e a r l y  time in  Ammonite h i s t o r y  
when Ammon was s t i l l  n o t  a v e ry  d i s t i n c t  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  and was 
s t i l l  in  some o th e rw is e  u n c le a r  r e l a t i o n  to  M oabite hegemony and 
d e i t i e s .
In  the  Hebrew B i b le ,  Milkom (Molech) i s  th e  c h i e f  d e i t y  o f
3
Ammon, Chemosh th e  c h i e f  d e i t y  o f  Moab. However, as G. B u c c e l l a t i
n o t e s ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  each o f  th e  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  had i t s  own d e i t y  does
no t  mean t h a t  t h e  names o f  t h e s e  d e i t i e s  a r e  a t t e s t e d  f o r  one peop le
o n l y ,  f o r  each o f  t h e i r  d e i t i e s  can be found among o th e r  p eo p les  as
4
w e l l .  Well-known examples a re  B aa l ,  Dagan, and Shamash. N.
A v ig a d 's  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  two Ammonite s e a l s  d e p i c t i n g  the  Dea M atrix  
shows t h a t  th e  Ammonites w orsh ipped  th e  same d e i t i e s  as  th e  Canaan-
i t e s .  As f o r  Chemosh, h i s  ap p e a ra n ce  as an e a r t h / a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e i t y
a t  b o th  U g a r i t  and Ebla long  b e f o re  th e  emergence o f  th e  T r a n s jo r -  
a n ia n  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  shows t h a t  in  t h i s  c a s e ,  t o o ,  t h e  t e x t  may w ell
*C f. B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  203, 205.
2
M. W eip p e r t ,  The I s r a e l i t e  'C o n q u e s t '  and th e  Evidence from 
T r a n s jo r d a n ,"  in  Symposia C e l e b r a t i n g  th e  S e v e n t y - F i f t h  A n n iv e r s a ry  
o f  t h e  Founding  o f  th e  A m erican S c h o o ls  o f  O r i e n t a l  R e s e a r c h , ed . F .  
M. C ro s s ,  J r .  (C am bridge , Ma.: American S ch o o ls  o f  O r i e n t a l  R e se a rc h ,  
1 9 7 9 ) ,  pp. 2 7 -2 8 .
3C f . W. Shea, "Milkom as A r c h i t e c t  o f  Rabbath-Ammon' s N a tu ra l  
D efenses  in  th e  Amman C i ta d e l  I n s c r i p t i o n , "  PEQ 111 (1 9 7 9 ) :1 8 - 2 5 .
4
B u c c e l l a t i ,  p .  104.
^N. A vigad, "Two Ammonite S e a l s  D e p ic t in g  the Dea M a t r ix , "  
BASOR 225 (1977 ) :6 3 -6 6 ;  th e  fem ale  d e i t y  i s  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  to  
th e  common A s t a r t e  p laq u es  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  C an n aan ite  s i t e s .
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p r e s e r v e  a d e t a i l  o f  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n  r e l i g i o n . ^
I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  or w ise  to  p r e s s  t h e  m a t t e r  f a r t h e r .  Some 
r e a l i s t i c  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  h av e  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  even  though c e r t i t u d e  
w i l l  have to w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  and s t u d y .
However, D o s s ib le  e x p l a n a t io n s  o f  Chemosh do n o t  e x h a u s t  th e  
M oabite  m a t t e r  o f  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  s i n c e  th e  M oabite Icing B alak  i s  a l s o  
m en tioned  in  Judg  1 1 :2 5 .  But th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  r e s p e c t i n g  Ammon and 
Chemosh/Moab p o in te d  o u t  above a r e  v a l i d  h e re  a l s o .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  
argum ent t h a t  Moab i s  used by a n a lo g v  m igh t be v a l i d ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  
B a lak ,  s in c e  a Hebrew c o m p a ra t iv e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  used ( 1 1 :2 5 b ) .
When th e  argum ent in v o k es  B a la k ,  i t  i s  a p p e a l in g  to  th e  most promi­
n e n t  c a s e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  tow ard I s r a e l ' s  movement i n t o  T ra n s jo rd a n ;  i t  
i s  p e r t i n e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  a t r e a t y  term to  a sk  w h e th e r  Ammon i s
" b e t t e r "  th an  B a lak ,  i . e . ,  i f  F o x 's  t h e s i s  a b o u t  H1Q i s  c o r r e c t  and
2
a p p l i c a b l e :  i s  Ammon a b e t t e r  t r e a t y / p e a c e - k e e p e r ?
An h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t io n  o f  t h e  "M oabite  A rgum enta tion"  i s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  to  be p r e f e r r e d  to  a l i t e r a r y  s o u r c e - c r i t i c a l  one on the  
b a s i s  o f  b e t t e r  c o h e re n c e ,  an d ,  in  some m easu re ,  to  an a n a l o g i c a l  
o n e ,  though  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y .  In  any c a s e ,  t h i s  p ro b le m a t ic  e lem ent i s  
no t  w i th o u t  p o s s ib le  s o l u t i o n s  o f  a  r e a l i s t i c  h i s t o r i c a l  n a tu r e  and 
do es  n o t  h in d e r  th e  r e l e v a n c e  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e ' s  M oabite  d e t a i l s  to  
th e  Ammonites n o r  to  th e  s u g g e s te d  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t .
l P e t t i n a t o  and Dahood, p p .  150-152, 292, 247, 257, 291-292. 
Akk. k a m is , kamutu means " c a p t i v e ,  s t a t e  o f  b e in g  a c a p t i v e ,  l i v i n g  
a s  a c a p t i v e , "  e t c .  T h is  e tym ology  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  and 
may be wrong, c f . CAD 8 :1 2 2 ,  134. J e r  4 8 :7  a lo n e  p r e s e r v e s  th e  
a n c i e n t  v o c a l i z a t i o n  found a t  E b la ,  k a - m i - i §  and ka-me-ii>; th e  
U g a r i t i c  form i s  km t.
2
Fox, p p .  41-42 .
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C o n c l u s i o n
No d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  p e r i c o p e  so f a r  has  been based on 
r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  m o s t ly  on s o u r c e  c r i t i c i s m .  The r h e t o r i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  abov e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  an  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a u s i b i l i t y  o f  
i t s  r e s u l t s ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t i e s  i t  p r e s u p p o s e s ,  
embodies ,  o r  i m p l i e s ,  c o n t r i b u t e s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  to  a new u n d e r s t a n d ­
ing of  t h e  p o r t i o n .
R h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l - t r a c t a t e  t h e o r y  
of T a u b l e r  ( f o r  the  Moab i t e  m a t e r i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y )  and t h e  m u l t i p l e -  
e d i t o r s  t h e o r y  o f  Wiist a r e  both  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  o v e r - s u b t l e  and incon -  
g r u e n t  w i t h  the  Is rael -Ammon p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t .
The a n a l y s i s  h e r e  f a v o r s  R i c h t e r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  f raming 
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  l i n e s  o f  t h e  p o r t i o n .  The p e r i c o p e  
ap p e a r s  to  have t h r e e  t h e m a t i c  s eg m en ts ,  a n W  segment ( v v s .  1 2 - 2 0 ) ,  
a W P  segment  ( w s .  2 1 - 2 4 ) ,  and a f i n a l  " q u e s t i o n s "  segment  ( v v s .  
2 5 - 2 6 ) .  The I’l 1?'*/ segment  was a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a r r a n g e d  i n t o  two 
t h r e e - s t r o p h c  ( s i x  t o t a l  s t r o p h e s )  p o r t i o n s  each s t r u c t u r e d  in  an 
A-B-A p a t t e r n  ( i . e . ,  A-B-A, A-B-A).  In a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  p a t t e r n e d  
placemen t  o f  and i t s  f o r m u l a i c  c o n c o m i t an t s  a t  t h e  b eg i n n i n g  o f
s t r o p h e s  1, 3, 4,  and 6 ,  t h e  d e s e r t  o a s i s  i 3 used as a c e n t e r i n g
d e v i c e  to  b ind t h e  l a s t  s t r o p h e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  A-B-A p o r t i o n  to t h e  
f i r s t  s t r o p h e  o f  t h e  second A-B-A p o r t i o n  (A-B-A, A-B-A).
The U/T1 segmen t ,  a s  i t  now s t a n d s ,  has  been r h e t o r i c a l l y  bond­
ed to the  n*7V/ segment  by a s e r i e s  o f  c o lo n  pl acem en ts  to  make up a 
u n i f i e d  whole .  But s i n c e  th e  V / T 1 segment i s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  in  
s i z e  to th e  PTI7W seg m en t ,  i t  may have been s e l e c t e d  ou t  o f  a t r a d i ­
t i o n  which o r i g i n a l l y  had a second s e r i e s  o f  two A-B-A s e c t i o n s
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devoted  to  t h e  m o t i f ;  t h i s ,  however,  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e .
The a n a l y s i s  i s  a l s o  consonant  wi th  t h a t  o f  R i c h t e r  i n  t h a t  he 
s e e s  th e  n e g a t i v e  argument  o f  t h e  n 1?'o segment  r e a c h i n g  i t s  h igh 
p o i n t  i n  v s .  20, a l t h o u g h  he t h i n k s  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  colon o f  v s .  20 
th a n  i s  s u gges ted  by t h e  a n a l y s i s  above.  O th e r w i s e ,  however ,  the 
a n a l y s i s  d i v e r g e s  from R i c h t e r ' s  in  c e r t a i n  d e t a i l s  by s u g g e s t i n g  the  
r h e t o r i c a l  u n i t y  o f  a t  l e a s t  11 :12 -2 4 .  R i c h t e r  does  not  b e l i e v e  th e  
p o r t i o n  i s  u n i f i e d ,  b u t  r a t h e r  c o n t a i n s  c e r t a i n  c a e s u r a s ,  t e n s i o n s ,  
and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  m o s t ly  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between th e  Ammonite 
and Moabite p o r t i o n s .
The nVvf/ segment  b ea r s  a n e g a t i v e  argument :  I s r a e l  d id  not 
t a k e  anv l a n d s  from Edom, Moab, or Ammon when o r  s i n c e  i t  came up 
from Eg y p t .  The r e p e t i t i o n  and placemen t  o f  and i t s  f o r m u la i c
co n c o m i ta n t s  argues  s t r o n g l y  f o r  a d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n  mocif  th ro u g h ­
o u t .  The segment  has  a p o s i t i v e  argument :  what t e r r i t o r v  I s r a e l
to o k ,  i t  took from th e  Amori tes  because  Yahweh had d e t e rm in e d  to  g iv e  
i t  as an i n h e r i t a n c e  to  I s r a e l ,  / jus t  as th e  god o f  Ammon had d e t e r ­
mined to  g i v e  h i s  n a t i o n  i t s  t e r r i t o r y .
The f i n a l  segment  ( v s s .  25-26)  c o n t a i n s  p o in t e d  q u e s t i o n s  w i th  
a d i s t i n c t i v e  l e g a l  f l a v o r  and t e rm in o lo g y  fo l low ed  by o t h e r  l e g a l -  
l i k e  a r g u m e n ta t io n  in  t h e  l a s t  two v e r s e s  ( 2 7 - 2 8 ) .  Limburg has  sug­
g e s t e d  t h a t  the  whole i s  a t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t — a form which f i t s  
w e l l  w i th  t h e  d a t a .
" T r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t "  i s  co m p a t ib l e  w i th  t h e  b r o a d e r  p a t t e r n  
of Old Testament  t h ough t  abou t  t r e a t y - d e t e r m i n e d  b o u n d a r i e s  of  Gi lead 
a s  I s r a e l i t e  t e r r i t o r y ,  and w i th  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  a n c i e n t  Near  E a s t ­
e r n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  in  t h e  second m i l l e n n iu m ,  and f i r s t  h a l f
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of  t h e  f i r s t  m i l l en n iu m  B.C.E.  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d ip lomacy ,  were based on a c t u a l  t r e a t i e s .  There 
a r e  r e a s o n s  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t  t r e a t y  i s  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  
type  o f  t r e a t y  behind t h i s  l a w s u i t .  A g r a n t  t r e a t y  c o n t a i n i n g  pro­
nouncements o f  c u l p a b i l i t y  o v e r  anyone who v i o l a t e s  t h e  g r a n t  bound­
a r i e s ,  would e x p l a i n  how Ammon could  be l e g a l l y  l i a b l e  in  t h i s  s i t u ­
a t i o n .
T r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t s  were p a r t  o f  t r e a t y  d i p lo m a c y .  Ele­
ments compri s ing such  l a w s u i t s  a r e  s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l a r  to e l em e n ts  i n  
th e  J ep h th a h  d i p l o m a t i c  p e r i c o p e .  I t  i s  b e t t e r  to  t h i n k  o f  l a w s u i t  
f o r m u l a r i e s  th an  o f  a s i n g l e  f o r m u la r y  s i n c e  much v a r i e t y  i s  in f a c t  
p r a c t i c e d ,  even though t h e r e  i s  a b a s i c  co re  of  common i n c l u s i o n s .
The k inds  o f  fo r m u la r y  e l em e n t s  in  t h e  Jeph thah  p e r i c o p e  seem s u f ­
f i c i e n t l y  r e l e v a n t  to y i e l d  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  the  p o r t i o n  i s  a t r e a t y  
l a w s u i t .
The i n t e n t  h e r e ,  t h e n ,  a p p e a r s  to be to show J e p h t h a h  as a 
s t a t e s m a n  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  on f o r c e f u l  d i p lomacy  in  th e  form of a 
l a w s u i t  p r o c la im in g  I s r a e l ' s  d i s t i n c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i b ­
e r a t i o n .  He i s  even c a l l e d  a l a w s u i t -m a n  in  Judg 12 :2 .  The p e r i c ­
o p e 1 s h e l l s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  i n t e r e s t s ,  when viewed a g a i n s t  t h e  back­
ground of  o t h e r  h e l l s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  p o r t i o n s  o f  J o s h u a  and Ju dges ,  
p r e s e n t  J e p h t h a h  as a p r o c l a i m e r  o f  I s r a e l ' s  s a l v a t i o n - h i s t o r y  
kerygma w h i le  a t  t h e  same time t u r n i n g  t h a t  h i s t o r y  to  a s p e c i a l  
( l a w s u i t )  i n t e r e s t ,  i . e . ,  peace  w i th  Ammon.
I t  i s  b e s t ,  however ,  to see k  an h i s t o r i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i t ­
e r a r y  o r  a n a l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  the  Moabite e l em e n ts  in  an o t h e r ­
wise Ammonite c o n t e x t .  P l a u s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  w i th  t h e
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h e lp  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  a l t h o u g h  no c e r t a i n t y  
may be g a in e d  on th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  e x a c t l y  how Chemosh can be c a l l e d  
t h e  god o f  Ammon.
Two i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  The f i r s t  i s  
t h a t  i f  t h e  speech  c o n t a i n s  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  a rgum ent ,  i t  does  no t  nec­
e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w  t h a t  i t s  o n l y  r e l e v a n c e  i s  t o  th e  d i v i d e d  monarchy.^ 
Ammonite c o n f l i c t  i s  d i r e c t l y  a t t e s t e d  fo r  David (2 Sam 8:12;  1 0 :1 -  
12:31)  and may have  o cc u r r e d  a t  the  end of So lomon 's  r e i g n  as w e l l ,  
when r e v o l t s  a r e  a t t e s t e d  f o r  bo th  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u th  ends o f  the  
T r a n s j o r d a n  a x i s  (Edom, Aram— 1 Kgs 1 1 : 1 4 - 2 5 ) .  E i t h e r  or  both  o f  
t h e s e  backgrounds  would be s u i t a b l e  f o r  a r e h e a r s a l  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  
e a r l i e r  e f f o r t .  Most p e r t i n e n t ,  however ,  i s  t h e  Ammonite c o n t e x t  o f  
the  sp ee c h  in  J e p h t h a h ' s  own t ime .  There  a p p e a r s  to  be no s u f f i c i e n t  
r e a s o n  f o r  denying e i t h e r  Ammonite a g g r e s s i o n ,  o r  an e f f o r t  a t  s o lv ­
ing i t  t h r o u g h  d ip lomacy  d u r in g  th e  S e t t l e m e n t  E ra .
The o t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  speech a l s o  ap p e a r s  to  have 
a more g e n e r a l  p u rp o s e  o f  i l l u s t r a t i n g  a wise  u s e  o f  d ip lomacy f o r  an 
exempla ry ,  l e g a l l y - b a s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d i s p u t e s  e a r l y  i n  
I s r a e l ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  e a s t e r n  n e i g h b o r s .  The p e r i c o p e  i s  more 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  i l l u s t r a t i n g  J e p h t h a h ' s  t r e a t y  d ip lomacy  as  head of  
Gi lead  and p r o c l a i m e r  of  I s r a e l ' s  s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y  t h a n  in  a r g u in g  
t e r r i t o r y ,  though i t  does  t h i s  a s  w e l l .  Thi s  n a r r a t i v e  f a s c i n a t i o n  
w i th  J e p h t h a h  as  a l o y a l  I s r a e l i t e  l e a d e r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  occupy n a r r a ­
t i v e  i n t e r e s t  t h ro u g h o u t  th e  rema inder  of  t h e  c y c l e .  The l o g i c  o f  
t h i s  c o m b in a t io n  o f  co nceo t s  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  c h a p s .  7 and 8 below.
^As most commentar ies  and s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  
most  r e c e n t l y  e . g . ,  Soggin ,  J u d g e s ,  p.  212.
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e :  ( 1 )  why i s  t h i s  d ip lo m a cy / l aw ­
s u i t  s e c t i o n  where i t  i s ?  (2)  why i s  i t  a s  long a s  i t  i s — indeed t h e  
l o n g e s t  o f  t h e  J e p h t h a h  pe r ic o p a e?
Moth has c l e a r l y  s ee n  t h a t  s p ee ch e s  have been made to mark
nodal  p o i n t s  in th e  D e u te r o n o m i s t i c  H i s t o r y .  He say s :
In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a t  a l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  i n  the  co u r s e  o f  t h i s  
h i s t o r y ,  Dtr  b r i n g s  forward l e a d i n g  pe r sonages  w i th  a s p e e c h ,  
l o n g  or  s h o r t ,  which looks  forward and backward in  an a t t e m p t  to 
i n t e r p r e t  t h e  c o u r s e  of  e v e n t s ,  and draw^ t h e  r e l e v a n t  p r a c t i c a l  
c o n c l u s i o n s  about  what p eop le  should  d o .
Without  as y e t  a c c e p t i n g  o r  r e j e c t i n g  N o th 's  t h e o r y  of  t h e  
D e u te r o n o m i s t i c  H i s t o r y  ( d i s c u s s e d  in c h a p .  8 ) ,  i t  may be s a id  t h a t  
h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  about  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  of  s p e e c h e s ,  l ong  or s h o r t ,  
r e t r o s p e c t i v e  and p r o s p e c t i v e ,  i s  p e r t i n e n t .
There  may, in  f a c t ,  be something e s p e c i a l l y  I s r a e l i t e  in t h i s
u s e  o f  s p e e c h ( e s ) .  Whi le g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  l i k e  th e  fo l l o w in g  a r e
somet imes overdrawn,  t h e r e  i s  n o n e t h e l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  i n s i g h t  in  Klaus
K o ch 's  p o i n t  when he says  o f  I s r a e l i t e  and European s a g a s :
. . .  t h e r e  i s  no use  ( i n  European s a g a s )  of  th e  d e v i c e  by which 
t h e  s t o r y  r e a c h e s  i t s  c l imax  w i th  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  the  main 
o ppos ing  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n s t e a d  ( i n  I s r a e l i t e  sag a )  th e  c l imax i s  
r eache d  in  s p ee ch ,  which u s u a l l y  t a k e s  t h e  form o f  d i a l o g u e  
. . .  In each c a s e  ( o f  g ro u p s  o f  s t o r i e s  about  I s r a e l i t e  h e r o e s )  
i t  i s  a spee ch  in  which t h e  c l imax  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i s  r e a c h e d .  To 
t h e  I s r a e l i t e ,  speech was o f  t h e  u tm os t  im p o r t an ce ,  c a p a b l e  o f  
t r a n s f o r m i n g  h i s t o r y ,  and t h i s  i s  d o u b t l e s s  l i n k e d 2 to the  conc ep ­
t i o n  o f  the  t r a n s f o rm in g  power o f  t h e  d i v i n e  word.
The r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  nuances  which th e  spoken word seems 
to have in  t h e  t h e o l o g y  o f  t h e  Hebrew B i b le  i s  a p p o s i t e  to  t h i s  
d ip lo m acy —l a w s u i t  p e r i c o p e .  O t t o s s o n  o b s e r v e s  s imply  bu t  c o r r e c t l y
*Noth,  D e u t e r c n c m i s t i c  H i s t o r y , p .  5.  
^Koch, p .  150.
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that:  "This  s e c t i o n  i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  t h e  c r u x  I n t e r p r e t u m  o f  t h e  
J e p h t h a h  c y c l e .
These  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  supp lemen t ing th e  im p o r t a n t  i n t e n t i o n s  
d i s c e r n i b l e  th ro ugh  th e  r h e t o r i c a ,  t h e m a t i c s ,  and form of  th e  p e r i c ­
op e,  p o i n t  to t h e  c o n c lu s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  d ip lomacy—l a w s u i t  speecn i s  
c e n t r a l  and c l i m a c t i c .  (1)  I t  j s  a speech  and f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  word 
d o e s  e l s e w h e re  in  the  D e u te r o n o m i s t i c  H i s t o r y .  ( 2 )  J e p h t h a h  func­
t i o n s  as a s t a t e s m an - h ead  o f  a now c e n t r a l l y  governed G i l e a d ,  c a p a b l e  
o f  c a r r y i n g  on s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t i e s .  This 
p e r i c o p e  u n f o l d s  one major  i m p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  t i t l e  That
J e p h t h a h  was c o n s id e r ed  capab le  of  Yahweh war h e r o i c s  ( n e x t  p e r i c o p e )  
was a l r e a d y  su g g es t e d  in  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  1 0 :1 7 - 1 1 : 1 1 ,  so t h a t  t h i s  r o l e  
i s  n o t  new, n o r  w i l l  i t  be the main p o in t  o f  11:29-40 ,  l e t  a lo n e  of 
1 2 : 1 - 6 .  The d i p l o m a t i c  l a w s u i t  speech  o f  1 1 :12 -2 8  q u a l i f i e s  a s  the  
c e n t e r  of  t h e  f i v e  J e p h t h a h  p e r i c o p a e  f o r  t h e  r e a so n s  i n d i c a t e d ,  w i th  
th e  o t h e r  four  p e r i c o p a e  a r range d  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  i t  in  b a l a n c e .
To put  i t  a n o t h e r  way, we a r e  d e a l i n g  her e  wi th  a c o l l e c t i o n
o f  t a l e s  and l e g a l  forms which have been j o i n e d  i n t o  a c l u s t e r  o f
2
which J e p h t h a h ' s  a c t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a r e  the  s u b j e c t .
Having s t a t e d  t h i s  g e n e r a l  t h e s i s ,  we may now go on to  examine t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  two p e r i c o p a e  o f  th e  J e p h t h a h  c y c l e  in  o r d e r  to 
d e t e r m in e  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  in the  who le .
* '0 t tos son ,  p .  161.
2
C f .  Gunkel’ s o r i g i n a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  The Legends  o f  G e n e s i s , 
t r a n s .  W. H. C a r r u t h  (New York: Schocken Books,  19 6 4 ) ,  pp .  3 8 -5 2 .  
“T a le "  and "saga"  a r e  used in  t h e i r  p r i m ary  sen s e  of broad gen re  
t y p e s ;  th e  use of  t h e s e  terms should  no t  be t ak en  to imply an y t h i n g  
ab o u t  t r u t h  or fa ls eh o o d  as used h e r e .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTER V
JEPHTHAH'S DAUGHTER SACRIFICE (1 1 :2 9 -4 0 )
The p e r i c o p e  o f  J e p h t h a h 1s Daugh te r  S a c r i f i c e ^  i s  th e  f o u r th  
of th e  Ammon-Jephthah s e r i e s .  As 1 0 : 1 7 - 1 1 : 1 1 ,  i t  i s  " n a r r a t i v e "  so 
t h a t  the  e a r l i e r  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  a g a in  r e l e v a n t  h e r e .
Some t e x t - c r i t i c a l  d a t a  a f f e c t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e ,  
but  t h e s e  a r e  d e a l t  w i th  a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p o i n t s  i n  the  d i s c u s s i o n .  
A r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  p ro v id ed  ( F i g .  4 ) .
The R h e t o r i c a  o f  t h e  P e r i c o p e
The Margins  o f  t h e  S t o r y
B o l in g  c o r r e c t l y  r e c o g n i z e s  in  v s s .  30a and 39b the  use o f  a
f raming i n c l u s i o ;  b u t  P. T r i b l e ,  in  h e r  r e c e n t  r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,
2
s e e s  a sym m et r i ca l  ar rangemen t  o n l y  i n  l l : 3 4 - 3 9 b .
The Immense i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h i s  unusua l  s t o r y  on Western l i t e r ­
a t u r e ,  a r t ,  drama,  and music has  been s t u d i e d  by W. 0.  Sypherd ,  J e p h -
thah and H i s  D au g h te r :  A S tu d y  i n  C o m p ara t iv e  L i t e r a t u r e  (Newark,
D e l . :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Delaware ,  1948) .  Sypherd i d e n t i f i e s  hundreds  of  
works of a r t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s t o r y .
2
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  209; T r i b l e ,  T e x t s  o f  T e r r o r , pp.  96-99,  
a n a ly z e s  v s s .  34-39b  as f o l l o w s :
a N a r r a t e d  d i s c o u r s e :  J e p h t h a h  c o n f i n e s  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,
b D i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e :  The f a t h e r  s p e a k s ,
c D i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e :  The d a u g h t e r  s p e a k s ,  
c '  D i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e :  The d a u g h t e r  s p e a k s ,  
b* D i r e c t  d i s c o u r s e :  The f a t h e r  s p e a k s ,  
a '  N a r r a t e d  d i s c o u r s e :  J e p h t h a h  c o n f i n e s  h i s  d a u g h t e r  to  d e a t h .  
This  a n a l y s i s  does  no t  c o n s i d e r  th e  p e r i c o p e  a s  a  whole ,  though i t  
does  i d e n t i f y  i t s  l i m i t s  a s  v s s .  29-40;  i t  s e e s  two e p i s o d e s  in  the  
p e r i c o p e ,  one in  v s s .  29 -33  which i s  n o t  r h e t o r i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d ,  and
197
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30a: ff ifT1?  n n D 1 T T ' M
39b: i t 3 ~i*/y i - j T i ' J i x  n V  u / y i
In  t h i s  d oub le  use  o f  the  r o o t  - m  i t  may be observed  t h a t
( I )  t h e  second ( c o n c l u d i n g ,  p a r t - )  c o lo n  o f  v s .  39b i s  p a r t i a l l v  
conformed t o  i t s  matching co lon  ( v s .  30a) by th e  u se  o f  an  i n s e r t e d  
TVX between th e  two uses  o f  ~1"T3 . ( 2 )  The v e r b a l  o f  T T 1  i s  p r e ­
c i s e l y  f i r s t  i n  t h e  le ad  co lon ( v .  30) and p r e c i s e l y  l a s t  i n  th e  
f i n a l  co lon  c r n - i x / x  r m / ~ m n J 7 D T" i T ,i, v.  39 ) .
Bol ing  remarks  t h a t  t h i s  a r ra ngem en t  l e a v e s  " th e  l a s t  s t a t e ­
ment of  v s .  39 o u t s i d e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  u n i t . " ^  To t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  may 
be added t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  ( 1 )  i t  i s  not  o n ly  v s .  39c t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t ­
s i d e  t h e  ( o r i g i n a l ? )  n a r r a t i v e ;  v s .  40 does  a l s o .  Thus th e  p e r i c o p e
has  a k ind o f  t a i l  s t r o p h e .  (2 )  At t h e  b eg inn ing  of t h e  p e r i c o p e
t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a l e a d e r  s t r o p h e  b e f o r e  the  i n i t i a l  ~)T3 c o lo n ,  i . e . ,
v s .  29.  ( 3 )  The l e a d e r  and t a i l  s t r o p h e s  c o n t a i n  an a p p r o x im a te ly
c o r r r e s p o n d i n g  number of s t r e s s  b e a t s  (15,  16 r e s p e c t i v e l v ) . There  
i s  a l s o  (4 )  an i n c l u s i o  o f  n n a ' * . The name i s  used s e r i a t i m  in  t h e  
l e ad  co lon  o f  each s t r o p h e  o f  v s s .  29 -3 4 ,  i . e . ,  i n  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  
t h e  p e r i c o p e  up t o  th e  c e n t e r  s t r o p h e  ( c l i m a x ,  v s .  3 5 ) ,  bu t  n o t  a g a in  
u n t i l  v s .  4 0 a .  In  v s .  40 a ,  however,  t h e  t e x t  has not  j u s t  f i n D 1 , b u t  
w ist  which draws a t t e n t i o n  to  both  t h e  f r e q u en c y  o f  t in  
v s .  29 (3x) and t h e  i d e n t i c a l - T x V l v n  n i lD " '  i n  11 :1 .  Thi s  p a t t e r n  
as  a whole s u g g e s t s  a d o u b l e - d u t y  use o f  th e  name, bo th  t o  frame th e
p r e s e n t  p e r i c o p e  and to  frame the  two n a r r a t i v e  p e r i c o p a e ,  i . e . ,
a n o t h e r  in  v s s .  34-39a which i s ;  t o  make the  symmet r ica l  ar rangemen t  
work as g iv e n  in  t h e  o u t l i n e ,  b 1 i s  l i m i t e d  t o  J e p h t h a h ' s  word " n o ”— 
which seems f o r c e d .
^Bo l in g ,  J u d g e s , o .  209.
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29
A Then the  S p i r i t  o f  th e  LORD cane upon Jeph thah , 
and he passed throunh C liead and M anasseh, 
and passed on to  Mizpah o f  G ilead ,
and from Mizpah o f G ilead he passed on to  the Ammonites.
8 ^And Jeph thah  made a vow to  the LORD,
^^and s a id ,  " I f  thou w ilt  q ive  th e  Ammonites in to  my hand,
then whoever comes fo r th  from th e  d oo rs  o f  my house to meet me, when 
I r e tu rn  v ic to r io u s  from th e  Amnonltes, 
s h a l l  be th e  LORD'S, and I w ill  o f f e r  him up fo r  a b u rn t o f f e r in q ."
C ^ S o  Jephthah cro ssed  over to  the  Ammonites to f iq h t  a q a in s t them; 
and the  LORD qave them in to  h is  hand.
And he smote then  from Aroer to  th e  nelqhborhood o f M innlth ,
tw enty  c i t i e s ,  and as fa r  as Abel-Keramim, w ith a very  q re a t  
s l a u q h te r .
So th e  Ammonites were subdued b e fo re  the  peop le  o f I s r a e l .
JA
CC Then Jephthah came to  h is  home a t  Mtzpah;
and b eh o ld , h i s  d au q h te r came o u t to  meet him w ith  tim b re ls  and 
with dances;
she was h is  o n ly  c h i ld ;  b e s id e  her he had n e i th e r  son o r d a u q h te r .
0 And when he saw h e r , he re n t h is  c lo th e s ,
and s a id ,  "A la s , my dauqh ter! you have brouqht me very  low, and 
you have become th e  cau se  o f  q re a t  tro u b le  fo r  me; 
fo r  I have opened my mouth to  the LORD, and I canno t take  back 
my vow."
C' ^A nd she said to  him, "My f a t h e r ,  I f  you have opened your mouth to
th e  LORD, do to  me accord lna  to  what has qone fo r th  from your mouth, 
now th a t  th e  LORD h as  avenged you on your enem ies, on the  Ammonites."
CC'  ̂ And she sa id  to  her f a th e r ,  "L et t h i s  th ln q  be done fo r  me; l e t  me
alo n e  two m onths, th a t  I may go and wander on th e  m ountains, 
and bew ail my v l r q in j^ y ,  I  and my con p an io n s ."
And he s a le ,  "Go." And he 
sen t her away fo r  two m onths; 
and she d e p a r te d , she and h e r com panions, and bew ailed h e r v i r g in i ty  
upon th e  m oun ta in s.
39
8 ' And a t  the end o f two months,
she re tu rn e d  to her f a th e r ,  who d id  w ith her accord inq  to h is  vow which 
he had made.
She had never taiown a man. And i t  became a custom in I s r a e l
AO
A' th a t  th e  d au q h te rs  o f I s r a e l  went year by year to  lam ent th e  d au g h te r o f  
Jephthah th e  G ile a d i te  
fou r days in th e  y e a r .
F lo . 5b. E nglish  te x t  o f  Judq 11:29-A0(RSV>
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11 :1 -11 ,  29-40.  There  Is  ev i d e n c e  h e r e  o f  a kind o f  c o r e  o f  J ep h t h a h  
s t o r i e s  w i th  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  p e r i c o p e  (1 1 :12 -2 8)  i n s e r t e d  between ,  and 
matching n a r r a t i v e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  i t ,  complete  w i th  t h e  g e n t i l i c  
i n c l u s i o .  The l e a d  and t a i l  s t r o p h e s  ( v s s .  29,  39c-40)  a l s o  c o n t a i n  
s e v e r a l  s e t s  o f  two- o r  t h ree -w o rd  r e p e t i t i o n s ,  i . e . ,  v s .  29— “l ^ . y  
3x,  3x,  i"lDSi£72x; v s s .  39b-40—  O n 3x,  (7X"IV/n  2x,  i l U  2x .
These  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  a modest  r h e t o r i c a l  shap ing  i n t e r e s t ,  a l ­
though t h e  e d i t o r  was c o n t e n t  w i t h  l i t t l e  more th an  l o o s e  q u a n t a t i v e  
p a t t e r n i n g .
Burney n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  T 3 . y i  o f  v s .  32 i s  a r e s u m p t io n  o f  the
same v e rb  s e r i e s  i n  v s .  2 9 . ^  A s t r o p h e  i n t e r v e n e s  between t h i s  verb
i n  v s .  29 and v s .  32a .  On th e  p e r i c o p e ' s  o t h e r  end,  i t  i s  p r o b a b le
t h a t  t h e  ) C n i  o f  v s .  39c i s  a l s o  a r e su m p t io n  o f  t h e  X“*n o f  v s .
38b,  s i n c e  an ( a l b e i t  s h o r t )  s t r o p h e  a l s o  i n t e r v e n e s  between th e se
two pronouns  and t h e i r  c o l a .  These pronouns  a r e  probab ly  t o  be seen
as  a bonding d e v i c e  o r  as a use  o f  a l l i t e r a t i o n .  R i c h t e r  s u gges ted
t h a t  a vow was used a s  a f raming  d e v i c e  f o r  the  Jac ob t r a d i t i o n s  as  
2
w e l l  — t r a d i t i o n s  which O t t o s s o n  s e e s  as  p e r v a s i v e l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  in 
t h e  r e m a in in g  G i lead  m a t e r i a l  o f  the  Hebrew B i b l e .
C l im ax /C en te r
The c e n t e r  of  t h i s  s t o r y  a p p e a r s  t o  be v s .  35.  Th is  v e r s e  
c o n t a i n s  the  e n c o u n te r  between J e p h t h a h  and the  s a c r i f i c i a l  v i c t i m  of 
t h e  vow— h i s  d a u g h t e r .  The t h r e e  c o l a  o f  t h e  v e r s e  c o n t a i n  no l e s s  
t h a n  s i x  i n t e r p r e t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  th e  meaning of th e  vow and i t s
^Burney,  J u d g e s . o .  301.
^W. R i c h t e r ,  "Das Gelubde a l s  t h e o l o g i s c h e  Rahmung d e r  J a k o b s -  
i i b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," BZ NF 11 (1967 ) : 2 1 - 5 2 .
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f u f i l l m e n t :  35a— I;  35b— 4 (LXX; t h r e e  i n  th e  Hebrew B i h l e ) ;  35c— I.
Use o f  t h e  e n c o u n te r  as t h e  c e n t e r / c l i m a x  i s  conf i rmed  by t h e  f a c t
t h a t  J ep h th ah  i s  t h e  e x p l i c i t  s u b i e c t  of  t h e  a c t i o n  in v s s .  29 -3 4 .
He i s  t h e  f o c u s ,  and ,  g r a m m a t i c a l l y ,  he i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  each lead
co lon  p e r  s t r o p h e  ( v s s .  29 a ,  30a ,  32a,  34 a) ;  but  b e g in n in g  a t  v s .  36,
she  i s  t h e  focus  and g ra mm a t i ca l  s u b j e c t  o f  each l e a d  co lo n  p e r
s t r o p h e  ( o n l y  s l i g h t l y  m o d i f i ed  in  v s .  39 w i th  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n
□ y n .  . . t t m  — ' 'and i t  came to  pas s  . . . she r e t u r n e d ” ) .  Thi s
c e n t e r  s t r o p h e  has  n o t  been r h e t o r i c a l l y  worked v e r y  h e a v i l v ,  s i n c e
i t  appea rs  to  be q u i t e  p r o s a i c  in  c h a r a c t e r .  I t s  c e n t e r  c o lo n ,
however,  i s  packed wi th  unusua l  emphat ic  o r  e x p l e t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n s
( f o u r  of  them);  and each complementing s t r o p h e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  ( v s s .
34, 36) l i k e w i s e  c o n t a i n s  n o t e s  of h o r r o r . *  The fo u r  e x p r e s s i o n s
a r e :  "He r e n t  h i s  c l o t h e s  . . . you have brough t  me down . . . vou
have thw ar te d  me . . . you a r e  as th o se  who d e s t r o y  me . . . "
In the  c e n t e r  c o lo n ,  th e  t h r e e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  h o r r o r  and g r i e f
ALin  the  MT a r e  i n c r e a s e d  to  f o u r  by th e  LXX , V u lg a t e ,  and S y r i a c ,
/
which add <s^Tf€.TT£SOOT£m\M>S jA.£ ( o r  e q u i v a l e n t )  — "you have become in  
my way." Thi s  a d d i t i o n  s u g g e s t s  o b s t r u c t i o n .  B o l ing  a c c e p t s  t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  and e x p l a i n s  t h a t  a s i m p le  h a p lo g ra p h y  has o cc u r r e d  by 
which a s c r i b e ' s  eye pe rh ap s  s l i p p e d  from ’3J lbODfl  t o  JT* '*nny i , 
t h e r e b y  o m i t t i n g  someth ing l i k e ^ J ^ i O  J V T I  Thi s  su g g es t ed
* R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ,"  p. 508,  l i k e w i s e  i d e n t i f i e s  v s .
35 as t h e  H a u p t s z e n e . The r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n c lu d e d  h e r e  conf i rms  
R i c h t e r ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n s ;  Burney,  J u d g e s . pp .  321-322,  a l s o  n o t e s  the  
i n t e n s i t y  of th e  g ram m at i ca l  e x p r e s s i o n s  in  v s s .  34 -3 6 .  El sewh ere  
R i c h t e r  comments on v s .  35 ( p .  50 9 ) ,  " . . .  H ie r  l i e g t  s i c h e r  im 
Gesprach d e r  Hohepunkt e i n e r  E i n h e i t  d i e  n i c h t  v o l l s t a n d i g  e r h a l t e n  
i s t .  Die zwei Hauptpe rsonen  s t e h e n  e i n a n d e r  gegen i ibe r . "  Al l  f a c t o r s  
p o i n t  to  v s .  35 as t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  c e n t e r .
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r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  has  been i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  t e x t - e x h i b i t  above,  and i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  anong the  f o u r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  h o r r o r  and g r i e f  a s  d i s c u s -
n  ̂ t
sed below.  LKX r e f l e c t s  a s h o r t e r  r e a d i n g  (TVyJgX'w which
a s  B o l ing  n o t e s ,  has  ob sc u red  the  wordplay  o f  y  I'D  and T 3 V  . *■ The 
proposed r e s t o r a t i o n  t h u s  i n c r e a s e s  th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  a l ar m  e x p r e s s i o n s  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  c o lo n  to  f o u r .
The I n t e r v e n i n g  M a t e r i a l
In t h e  a n a l y s i s  above ,  two s t r o p h e s  i n t e r v e n e  between t h e  
c e n t e r  and the  f raming “1HT3 s t r o p h e s .  These i n t e r v e n i n g  s t r o p h e s  do
n o t  a p p e a r  t o  he  r h e t o r i c a l l y  w e l l  worked i n  r e l a t i o n  to  each o t h e r ,
s i n c e  few matching v e r b a l  a r r an g e m e n ts  a r e  v i s i b l e .  N o n e th e l e s s  some 
p a t t e r n s  seem i n t e n d e d .
1. The s u b j e c t  f o c i  o f  th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  s t r o p h e s  ap p e a r  to 
i n v o l v e  an i n v e r s i o n  in  sequence  so t h a t  an A-B-C-A-B r e l a t i o n s h i p  
e x i s t s  between them a s  f o l l o w s :
C ( v s s .  32 -3 3 ) :  V i c t o r y  over  the  Ammonites 
CC ( v s .  34):  The Daughte r  
D ( v s .  35: The Center)
C ’ ( v s .  36):  V i c t o r y  Over the  Ammonites 
CC1 ( v s s .  3 7 -3 8 ) :  The Daughter
These d e s c r i p t i v e  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  however ,  a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y  
d i s c r e t e  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  some e l e m e n ts  o f  m i x t u r e  in  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  
e a ch ,  though on th e  whole th e  d e s c r i p t i v e  t e rm s  above f a i r l y  r e p ­
r e s e n t  t h e  focus  o f  each s t r o p h e .
2. Six c o l a  can be seen in  each o f  th e  two s u g g e s t e d  s t r o p h e s
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  208-209.
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on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t e r  ( tw e lv e  c o l a  in  a l l ) .  But th ey  a r e  not  
bal anced  e i t h e r  i n  q u a n t i t y  o f  l i n e s  devoted  to  a s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t  
f oc us  o r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c l e a r  match ing  v e r b a l  e l e m e n t s .  The 
r h e t o r i c a l  t e c h n i q u e  of sequence  r e p e t i t i o n  was used i n  10:6-16 a l ­
r e a d y ,  so t h a t  even w i t h i n  t h e  J e p h t h a h  m a t e r i a l s  i t  i s  p a r a l l e l e d .
I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  sequence  e x h i b i t s  a p h a s e - o u t / p h a s e - i n  
p r o g r e s s i o n ,  so t h a t  the  Ammonite war focus  o f  v s s .  29-33 g i v e s  way 
g r a d u a l l y  to  th e  fo cus  on t h e  d a u g h t e r  as t h e  s t o r y  movement p a s s e s  
o v e r  t h e  c l i m a x / c e n t e r  ( v s .  3 5 ) .
On th e  o t h e r  hand,  w i t h i n  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t r o p h e s  them se lves  
t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  f a s h i o n i n g  worth  
n o t i n g ;  t h e y  do n o t ,  however ,  show e v id en c e  o f  an i n t e n t  to  make 
v e r b a l  l i n k s  between C, CC and Cr , C C ' .  ( a )  While v s .  32 i s  q u i t e  
p r o s a i c ,  v s .  33a has  s e v e r a l  p a i r s  ( iT D l , d o u b l e x y  in  a c l e a r  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  d e l i n e a t i o n ,  and p o s s i b l e  t r i p l e  a l l i t e r a t i o n  w i t h “T in  
TVZ3 . . . T V  • • • T V  ) . ( b) Vs. 33b has a d o u b le  ‘,3H w i th  I s r a e l
and Ammon, ( c )  Whi le v s .  34a-b  a r e  a l s o  somewhat p r o s a i c ,  v s .  34c 
has  a s t r i k i n g  synonymous w o r d - p a i r  i n  i t s  f i r s t  h a l f  ( f l T T T 1 / p “l ) ,  
a ve r y  p ro b a b le  dou b le  nominal  s e n t e n c e  i n  i t s  g r o s s  g rammat ica l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  and a n o t h e r  p a i r  a t  i t s  end:  JTD ./ "j 3 .  . (d )  V s .  36b i s
p a r t i a l l y  c o n s t r a i n e d  by v s .  36a w i th  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  TY/X , HY/V,
36a and th e  b e g in n in g  of  v s .  36b.  ( e )  In v s s .  37a and 38a t h e r e  a r e
v s .  37a a l o n e  i s  p r o s a i c ,  ( f )  Vss .  37b and 38a have a d o ub le  u s e  o f  
1 c . s .  v e r b s ,  and th e  same c o l a  a l s o  have a d o u b le  u se  o f  f l T l i y i  
(w i t h  a l t e r n a t i v e  o r th o g r a p h y  on which t h e r e  a r e  h a r m o n i z a t io n s  in
and f71 n ; t h e  fo u r  words a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  the  end o f  v s .
p a i r e d  uses  o f  n - v r r t  a t  t h e  end of  a l t e r n a t e  c o l a .  O the rw ise
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some MSS), H 3 H  , W ,  and t 3 n - ) n n  *?V; t h i s  i s  ve ry  s t r i k i n g ,
(g) T h e r e  i s  a t r i p l e  u se  o f  ~]bn d i s t r i b u t e d  in t h r e e  s u c c e s s i v e  
c o l a  (37b,  38 a - b )  . (h )  I t  i s  t em pt ing t o  loo k f o r  a t h r e e -  o r
four -word m a n i p u l a t i o n  in  v s s .  30-33 c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  the  t r i p l e  
(when th e  f i r s t  co lon  of  v s .  39 i s  i n c l u d e d )  u s e  o f  U-’vl -rr j  "’JV/ to end 
t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i n g  co la  i n  v s s .  3 7 -3 9 a .  The s e r i e s  in  v s s .  30b-34a,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  t h r e e  c o l o n - e n d i n g ,  s h o r t  a s s o n a n t / a l l i t e r a t e d  
words i s  i n t e r e s t i n g :  . . . C’JT’D  . • . I . . . } r P H
. . . . Vs. 34a should  pe rhaps  be i n c lu d e d  w i th  t h e  c o l a  of v s s .  
30-33,  t h e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a t h i r d  ^ - e n d i n g  colon to complete  the  
tw o - s t r o p h e  s e r i e s  begun a t  v s .  30b.  I f  t h e  t h r e e  12 words mark th e  
ends o f  t h e i r  c o l a ,  th en  v s .  31a could  be  an a ly zed  as two c o l a  wi th  
T P I l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  co lon  end ing w i th  but t h i s  i s
not  a good b re a k  o r  paust!, because  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t  
r e q u i r e d  to  b eg in  a co lon ;  nor  does  th e  synagogue paus a l  marking 
en c oura ge  a b r e a k  h e r e ,  though t h i s  i s  no t  d e c i s i v e .  Perhaps  a 
s u b -c o lo n  i s  in v o lv ed  o r  th e  t e x t  has  been d i s t u r b e d  by p r o s a i z i n g  
t e n d e n c i e s .  ( i )  To t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  might be added the  fo u r  u ses  of 
l ^ y ^ ^ i n  v s s .  30-33,  though th ey  a r e  no t  c l i m a c t i c  i n  t h e i r  c o l a .
R e l a t i o n  to  10 :17 -1 1 :11  
The g e n e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  t a l e  i s  s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  of  
10 :17-11:11  ( f r a m in g  d e v i c e s  and c e n te r — b a s i c  e l em en ts  of  ch ia sm us ) ,  
but t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  not  as we l l  worked w i t h  c l e a r  l i n k - w o r d s  fo r  
matching s t r o p h e s ,  no r  a r e  th e  s t r o p h e s  ba lan ced  q u i t e  to  th e  e x t e n t  
of  t h o s e  i n  1 0 :1 7 - 1 1 : 1 1 .  The l i m i t s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o r y  and th e  
e d i t o r i a l  c o n n e c t i v e s  around i t s  o u t e r  margins  a r e  c l e a r  enough.  A 
w e l l - d e f i n e d  u n i t  i s  t h u s  v i s i b l e  w i th  d e f i n i t e  b eg inn ing  and e n d in g .
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S t i l l ,  even wi th  t h e  d i s s i m i l a r i t y  t h a t  th e  opening  margin  o f  10:17-  
11:11 h a s  been e d i t o r i a l l y  reworked beyond r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  two 
o e r i c o p a e  show s i m i l a r i t y  o f  s t r u c t u r e  and a r r a n g e m e n t .
C r i t i c a l  S tudy  of  t h e  P e r i c o p e
The o l d e r  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  a t t em p ted  t o  ap p ly  t h e  JE 
documentary a n a l y s i s  he r e  t o o .  Burney,  f o r  example ,  n o t e s :
The r e s u m p t io n  of  11:29b may be seen i n  11:32a where the  r e ­
d a c t o r  o f  t h e  two n a r r a t i v e s  ( J  and E) p i c k s  up th e  t h r e a d  which 
has  been broken by th e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  11:30—31. Tra ces  o f  t h e  
f u s i o n  o f  two ac c o u n t s  may per haps  be seen in  11 :33a ,  s i n c e  we 
ap p e a r  t o  have a d o u b le  t e rm in u s  ad quern f o r  t h e  r o u t — ' u n t i l  
th o u  come to M i n i t h '  and ' a s  f a r  as A b e l- k e ram im . ' P r o b a b ly  
' f ro m  Aroer  u n t i l  thou comest to M in n i th '  be longs  to  th e  Moabi te 
n a r r a t i v e  ( c o n t a i n e d  i n  E) . . . To E be long  1 1 :30 ,  31, 33 ( i n  
p a r t ) ,  34-40;  . . .  t o  J  be long  11:29,  32b,  33 ( i n  p a r t ) .
Thi s  a n a l y s i s  saw ( c o r r e c t l y )  t h a t  th e  margins  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l
2
n a r r a t i v e s  have been m od i f i ed  in  th e  e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s .  Moore, f o r  
example ,  su g g es t e d  t h a t  ( 1 )  v s s .  30-31 have been v i o l e n t l y  sev e red  
from v s .  11a of  which they a r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s eq u e l  ( i . e . ,  t h e  vow was 
th e  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  Mizpah "words . . . b e f o r e  th e  Lord" of 11 :11) ;
(2) v s .  l i b  seems to  belong a f t e r  v s .  31 ( t h e  "words . . .  b e f o r e  th e  
Lord" must have been r e p e a t e d  a f t e r  th e  vow); and (3)  v s .  29 i s  an 
awkward r e d a c t i o n a l  d o u b l e t  to  v s .  32 n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  i n t r u s i o n  
o f  v s s .  12-28 b e f o r e  v s s .  30-31.  Burney,  however ,  t h i n k s  v s .  29 "co­
h e r e s  w i t h  11:1-11 and not  w i th  1 0 :1 7 ," ^  and t h a t  11:32a resumes 
1 1 :29b.  In 11 :3 2 a ,  t h e  r e d a c t o r  of  JE p ick ed  up t h e  t h rea d  which had 
been b ro ke n  by t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  v s s .  30 -3 1 .
^Burney,  J u d g e s , pp .  302-303;  t h e  l a s t  of  t h i s  ty pe  of  a n a l ­
y s i s  i s  t h a t  of  C. A. Simpson (1958 ) .
“Moore ,  p .  283.
3
Burney,  J u d g e s , p.  301.
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The a n a l v s i s  above l i k e w i s e  co n c lu d e s  t h a t  t h e  marg ins  o f  th e  
s t o r v  mav have been e d i t e d  i n ,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i th  1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :1 1 .  One 
mav s a v  f u r t h e r  t h a t  v s .  32a i s  re s u m n t iv e  o f  v s .  29c ( " " ? U . y ) ) .  But 
t h e  redun dancy seems to  be r a t h e r  r h e t o r i c a l l y  d e s ig n ed  to  complement 
a s h i f t  i n  a c t i o n  from Mizpah,  where  the  t r e a t y  wi th  t h e  e l d e r s  was 
c u l t i c a l l v  f i n a l i z e d ,  to  t h e  b a t t l e  f r o n t  where t h e  vow was made a f ­
t e r  J e p h t h a h  had g a t h e r e d  h i s  a r m v . ' The pu rpose  o f  the  e d i t o r i a l  
a d d i t i o n  o f  v s .  29 i s  to in fo rm t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  "ow was made a f ­
t e r  the  armv was g a t h e r e d  and as p a r t  of  t h e  w a r - e v e n t s  s e a u e n c e .
T h i s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  bv th e  sup nlement  o f O n V i l 1? a f t e r  “l n V M  in  v s .  32.  
The a n a l y s i s  above o t h e r w i s e  f i n d s  no n e c e s s i t v  f o r  documentarv  
s o u rc e  t e n s i o n s ,  but  e x p l a i n s  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n s  and r e s u m p t io n s  r a t h e r  
on th e  b a s i s  o f  the  r h e t o r i c s  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e .  Some m arg in a l  e d i t i n g ,  
however ,  does  seem t o  be s u g g e s t e d .
Recent  c r i t i c i s m  has abandoned the  s e a r c h  f o r  J  and E in  the
h i s t o r i c a l  books ,  f o l l o w in g  i n s t e a d  th e  n o t i o n  o f  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n
s o u r c e s  a f t e r  Gunkel ( P e n t a t e u c h )  th ro ug h i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  the
h i s t o r i c a l  books bv Gressmann and o t h e r s .  R i c h t e r  o b s e r v es  t h a t  "die
K r i t e r i e n  f u r  Sonderungen . . . r e c h t  schwach s i n d , "  r e c o g n i z i n g  the
2
weakness o f  th e  JE l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c a l  e f f o r t . -
R i c h t e r  r a t h e r  s ee s  ( 1 )  v s s .  29,  32-33 a s  a d d i t i o n s  o f  an e d i ­
t o r  who wanted to  make war t h e  background f o r  a vow r e s u l t i n g  i n  th e  
s a c r i f i c e  o f  a maiden,  and (2 )  v s s .  30-31,  34-40 a s  a u n i f i e d  s t o r y  
o f  a d a u g h t e r - o f f e r i n g  vow, even though v s s .  34-40 a r e  l e s s  e x p l i c i t
M a r t i n ,  o .  145, a l s o  t h i n k s  t h a t  th e  vow must  have been made 
a t  t h e  Mizpah s a n c t u a r y ,  " b e f o r e  t h e  h o s t i l i t i e s  began ( p .  1 4 5 ) . "
The l a t t e r  p o i n t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  fo rmer  an a s s u m p t i o n .
2
R i c h t e r ,  " O b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  p .  503.
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ab o u t  t h e  vow and r e f e r  to  I t  in g e n e r a l i z e d  terms which could  w e l l  
(*J'3TX.3  - H i O p } )  r e f e r  to  t h e  f a m i l y  q u a r r e l  o f  1 1 :1 -3 3 .  Vs .  36b i s  
an e x c e p t i o n  to  t h e  u n i t y  of  v s s .  30 -31 ,  3 4 -4 0 ,  s i n c e  i t  has  u n d e r ­
gone an i n s e r t i o n  o f  " t h e  sons  o f  Ammon" by t h e  l a t e r  e d i t o r  who ad­
ded a l l  t h e  Ammon r e f e r e n c e s  to s u i t  h i s  Ammonite war^background i n ­
t e r e s t .  Thus ,  f o r  R i c h t e r ,  o n ly  e d i t o r i a l  a c c r e t i o n s  to  an o r i g i n a l  
m a i d e n - o f f e r i n g  s t o r y  a r e  to  be s ee n in i t s  t e n s i o n s ,  not  two w r i t t e n  
documents  combined i n t o  one w i th  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  one 
s t o r y .
R i c h t e r  no te s  t h a t  the  e x p o s i t i o n  i n  v s s .  34-40 i s  not  so l u ­
c i d  as t h a t  o f  v s s .  3 0 -3 1 .  For example ,  w h i l e  v s .  39 m en t ion s  t h e  
vow, i t  i s  o n l y  v ag u e ly  a l l u d e d  to  e l s e w h e r e  in t h e  u n i f i e d  s t o r y  
p o r t i o n s .  The re  i s  a l s o  the  a l l u s i o n  to  J e p h t h a h ' s  hous e  ( v s .  3 4 ) .  
But e s p e c i a l l y  in  v s .  39,  th e  o f f e r i n g  i s  v a g u e ly  a l l u d e d  to  o n ly  
th ro u g h  t h e  vow. Another  o b s c u r i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  woman i s  n ev e r  named. 
S t i l l  a n o t h e r  anomaly i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  vow, t h e  v i r g i n i t y  
m o t i f  i s  not  ment ioned;  i t  only  emerges in  v s s .  37-40 ,  which may be 
d e r i v e d  from a n o t h e r  s o u r c e . ^  Thus ,  f o r  R i c h t e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  
f o u r  m o t i f s  h e r e :  (1)  an emergency s i t u a t i o n — th e  d e s o l a t i o n  o f  J eph ­
t h a h ' s  house  ( p e rh ap s  th rough  a f a m i l y  a u a r r e l ) — which has l e d  t o  a
d a u g h t e r - s a c r i f i c e ;  (2) t h e  v i r g i n i t y  of t h e  d a u g h t e r ;  (3)  t h e  r e -
2
l a t e d  vow; and (4 )  the  Ammonite war which i s  t h e  l a t e s t  l a y e r .
I t  i s  not  o b v io u s ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  Ammonite war was a l a t e r  
i m p o s i t i o n  on th e  t e x t  a t  any p o i n t  i n  t h e  J e p h t h a h  m a t e r i a l s .  I f
^ O t t o s s o n ,  p.  173, a l s o  n o t e s  t h e  s h a r p l y  new m o t i f  of  " v i r ­
g i n i t y "  In  v s s .  37 -4 0 .
^ R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp.  503-509 ,  553-555.
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10:6—16 i s  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  a s  i s  l i k e l y ,  i t s  w r i t e r  was aware  o f  a 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o th  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  h a r a s s m e n t  s t o r i e s  from 
the  t ime o f  t h e  j u d g e s .  Whi le i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the  e d i t o r  o f  t h i s  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  on ly  knew of Ammonite o r  P h i l i s t i n e  c o n f l i c t  s t o r i e s  be­
c a u s e  t h e s e  e t h n i c  groups  had been i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  s t o r i e s  some­
where in  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t r a d i t i o n  b e f o r e  him, R i c h t e r ' s  does  not  seem 
t o  be  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  s i n c e  what i s  t r u e  
f o r  t h e  Ammonite r e f e r e n c e s  h e r e  i s  a l s o  t r u e  f o r  o t h e r  Ammonite 
r e f e r e n c e s  i n  Ju d g es  and ip s o  f a c t o  a l l  P h i l i s t i n e  s t o r i e s  i n  the  
S e t t l e m e n t  Era  as w e l l .  But more Ammonite war s t o r i e s  as w e l l  a s  
P h i l i s t i n e  s t o r i e s  from the  p r e - d y n a s t i c  ra o n a rc h ia i  pe r io d  a r e  found 
i n  1 Sam 1 1 - 1 2 ,  s u g g e s t i n g  r a t h e r  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e r e  were g roups  
o f  such  s t o r i e s  abou t  b o th  e t h n i c  g roups  which formed some p a r t  o f  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  beh ind Judges  and 1 Sam 1 -1 2 .  The u n i t y  o f  
th e  c e n t r a l  s t o r y —l i n e  in  t h i s  p e r i c o p e  can be ba sed on a f l e x i b l e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i t s  r h e t o r i c s ,  and p r o v id e  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  background 
f o r  i t s  c o n t e n t s  and movement.
At t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i c o p e ,  t h e  v i r g i n i t y  mourning does n o t  
have to  b e lo n g  to an o th e r  s o u r c e .  I t  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  outcome o f  the  
s a c r i f i c e  i f  t h e  m a jo r  m o t i f  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e  i s  t h e  t r a g i c  demise o f  
J e p h t h a h ' s  h ouse .  Though R i c h t e r  means i t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e ,  h i s  
p e r c e p t i o n  that:  the  " d e s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  house"  i s  a major  m o t i f  i s  
indeed c o r r e c t .  The i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  corr- 
c e r n  of  t h i s  pe r ic oDe  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  below.
The a n a l y s i s  o f f e r e d  he re  p o i n t s  to  such  r h e t o r i c a l  d e v i c e s  as 
r e p e t i t i o n ,  r e s u m p t i o n ,  c l i m a x ,  co m p a c t io n ,  a l t e r n a t i o n ,  a m b i g u i ty ,  
and s u r p r i s e  a s  a more p ro mis ing way to ac coun t  f o r  th e  t e n s i o n s  o f
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Che s t o r y  th a n  e i t h e r  documentary  a n a l y s i s  o r  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  h i s t o r y  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  e d i t i n g  o v e r l a y s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  v a r y in g  i n t e r e s t s .  Some 
e d i t i n g  of t h e  s t o r y  margins  f o r  c o n n e c t i o n  pu rp o se s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
t o  be e x p e c t e d .
Some P r e l i m i n a r y  C o n c lu s io n s
The a n a l y s i s  above p o i n t s  t o  some b a s i c  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  p e r i c o p e  which may now be s k e t c h e d ;  t h e  more 
s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  of  i t s  focus  and c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  
i n  t h e  next  s e c t i o n .
1. The same m i x tu r e  o f  n a r r a t i v e  p ro s e  and p o e t r y  e l ements  
e x i s t s  he r e  as  in  t h e  o t h e r  J ep h th ah  s t o r i e s .  Within  t h e  p e r i c o p e  
i t s e l f  t h e r e  a r e  v a r y in g  d eg r ee s  of  p ro s a iz e d  co l a  and p o e t i c a l  co la  
showing some d e g r e e  of  r h e t o r i c a l  work ing.  Th is  may be c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  o f  Hebrew n a r r a t i v e  p e r  se  o r  i t  may r e f l e c t  a p o e t i c a l  back­
ground f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  which has been t ra n s fo rm ed  i n t o  p ro se  from
1p o e t r y .
2.  T h e re  i s  a l o o s e  r h e t o r i c a l  chiasmus w i th  a c l e a r  framing 
d e v i c e  (" IT }) and a d e f i n i t e  c l  im a x / c e n t e r  s t r o p h e  ( v s .  3 5 ) .  This  
s t r u c t u r e  can a l s o  be seen in  the  s u b j e c t  f o c i  o f  the  m a t e r i a l  i n t e r ­
ven ing  between t h e  opening  1 T 3  and th e  c e n t e r ,  and between th e  c e n t e r  
and the  c l o s i n g  I T )  . A few s i g n s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  e x i s t  
i n  t h i s  i n t e r v e n i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  but  th e y  a r e  not  s t r o n g  and c l e a r .
*Judg 4-5  i s  th e  s t o c k  example of a p r o s e  and p o e t r y  v e r s i o n  
of one ev en t ;  c f .  however,  J .  31enk insopp,  " J o n a t h a n ' s  S a c r i l e g e :  1 
Samuel 1 4 :1 -4 6 — A Study in  L i t e r a r y  H i s t o r y , "  CBQ 26 (1 964) :4 2 3 - 4 4 9 .  
B lenkinsopp  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  remnants  of  many b i c o l a  and t r i c o l a  in  the  
s t o r y  which has been adapted i n t o  p ro se  form from a p o e t i c a l  o r i g i ­
na l ;  c f .  L. A l o n s o - S c h o k e l , " E r z a h lk u n s t  im Buche d e r  R i c h t e r , "  
B i b l i c a  42 (1 9 6 1 ) :1 5 2 -1 5 6 ,  166, where s i m i l a r  p o e t i c  e l em en ts  a r e  
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  th e  Ehud and Deborah n a r r a t i v e s .
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3.  I f  v s s .  29,  39c-40 a r e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  an e d i t o r i a l  l e a d e r  
and t a i l ,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  ( o r a l  a n d / o r  e a r l i e r  form o f  t h e )  s t o r y  i s  
c o n t a i n e d  in  v s s .  30-39b,  t h e n  i t  i s  n o t  the  ca se  t h a t  the  whole  s t o ­
r y  i s  an e t i o l o g y  on the  I s r a e l i t e  women's f e s t i v a l  noted i n  v s .  40 
(Noth)  . The i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  s t o r y  l i e s  e l s e w h e r e .
4. I f  t h e  vow (a s  frame) and t h e  c e n t e r  a r e  a g u i d e ,  then  th e
i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t a l e  i s  t o  t e l l  the  s t o r y  o f  J e p h t h a h ' c  Homise,
i . e . ,  t h e  demise  o f  h i s  house which was b ro u g h t  about  by t h e  vow, 
which i n  t u r n  was o c c a s io n e d  by t h e  presumed emergency c o n d i t i o n s  of  
th e  Ammonite o p p r e s s i o n .  In t h i s  s t o r y ,  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a judge 
t a l e  a s  i n  Ehud, Deborah-Barak,  and Gideon;  but  t h e  h e r o i c  m i l i t a r y  
v i c t o r y  i s  not t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o r  main i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y  a s  in  the  
e a r l i e r  s e r i e s ;  n o r  i s  i t  t h e  main p o i n t  of  any j u d g e  t a l e s  beyond 
J e p h t h a h ,  i . e . ,  Samson, E l i ,  Samuel ,  o r  ( i f  one w ishes  to i n c l u d e  
him) S a u l .  R i c h t e r  was on t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k  w i th  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  house i s  c e n t r a l  to t h e  p e r i c o p e .  But the  
p e r i c o p e  as i t  i s  l i n k s  t h e  f a l l  of  J e p h t h a h ' s  house to  the  t r a g i c  
outcome o f  a vow made in  t h e  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  Ammonite t h r e a t ,  no t  to
a f am i ly  q u a r r e l  which t h r e a t e n s  t o  l e a v e  the  " h o u se” d e s o l a t e
( R i c h t e r ) .
5. The a n a l y s i s  above s u g g e s t s  t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  an­
o t h e r  i n d ep en d e n t  t a l e — not  u n r e l a t e d  to  t h a t  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  r i s e  to  
the  h ea d s h ip  o f  G i l e a d ,  b u t  n o t  once  d i r e c t l y  a t t a c h e d  to i t  e i t h e r —  
a s  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  what J e p h t h a h  s a i d  " b e f o r e  t h e  Lord" a t  Mizpah in  
f i n a l i z i n g  h i s  t r e a t y  w i th  t h e  e l d e r s  (J u d g  1 1 : 1 1 ) .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  
however,  t h e  s t o r y  has  been a t t a c h e d  to  the  R ise  and th e  Di p lom at ic  
Speech p e r i c o p a e  to p ro v i d e  a s e q u e l / r e s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  Ammonite
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s t r u g g l e  which was l e f t  u n r e s o lv e d  in  1 0 : 1 7 -1 1 :1 1 .  T h i s  r e l a t i o n  o f  
the  Daughter  S a c r i f i c e  s t o r v  to  t h e  s t o r v  o f  J e o h t h a h ' s  Ri se  i s  the 
c o r r e c t  e lement  i n  the  o l d e r  l i t e r a r v  c r i t i c i s m  which a p p e a r s  to  have 
been o v e r l v  c r i t i c a l  in  i t s  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  to  which th e  
s t o r v  m arg in s  have been a d i u s t e d  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s e a u e n c i n g .
I t  rema ins  now to  a d d r e s s  c e r t a i n  maio r  e l e m e n t s  in  t h e s e  t en ­
t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  t e s t i n g  them bv d e t a i l  and c o m p ar i so n .
The Form of  J u d g e s  11:29-40  
Vow and oa th  have s i m i l a r  f o r m u la i c  e l e m e n t s .  In J o s h  2 : 1 7 — 
20,  e . g . ,  R i c h t e r  i d e n t i f i e s  in  t h e  o a th  form: The I n t r o d u c t i o n  ( v s .  
17) ,  P r e s c r i b e d  A c t io n  ( v s .  18) ,  Oath Elem ent s  ( c o n d i t i o n  and prom­
i s e )  w i th  a Blood Formula ( v s .  1 9 ) ,  and The Lega l  V a l i d a t i o n  ( v s .
2 0 ) . 1
O t t o s s o n  n o t e s  t h a t  " th e  formal  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t e x t  o f  a vow
in the  Old Testament  i s  a lwavs  th e  same: (1)  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  (2)  Condi- 
2
t i o n s ,  ( 3 )  P r o m i s e . -  R i c h t e r ' s  o u t l i n e  of  t h e  vow e l e m e n t s  i n  Josh
2:17-19 onlv  shows an ex p an s io n  and v a r i a n t  n o m en c la tu r e  f o r  t h i s
b a s i c  form o u t l i n e .
In  the  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n "  a r t i c l e ,  however ,  R i c h t e r  i s  r e l u c -
3
t a n t  to a t t e m p t  any s u b - g e n r e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  vow p e r i c o p e .
He p o i n t s  out  t h a t  i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  p i e c e s :  ( 1 )  the  
vow, (2) v s s .  34 -3 6 ,  t h e  h igh p o i n t ,  and (3) v s s .  37-40 which c o n t a i n
the  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  vow i n t e n t i o n ,  even though t h i s  p i e c e  p ro b a b ly
^ R i c h t e r ,  “Ubet 1 i e f e r u n g e n , ’’ p. 505.
2
O t t o s s o n ,  o.  170, c i t i n g  R i c h t e r  "Das Gel i ibde ."  C f . RSP.
v o l .  2, pp.  147-152, where a s i m i l a r  o u t l i n e  i s  o f f e r e d  w i t h  t e x t s .
3R i c h t e r ,  Uber l  i e f e r u n g e n p .  510.
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belonged once to a n o t h e r  s t o r y .
The n a r r a t i v e  o f  Hannah 's  vow ( I  Sam 1 : 9 - 2 8 )  has  a s i m i l a r  
n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  to t h a t  o f  Judg 1 1 :2 9 -4 0 .  The s i m i l a r i t y  o f  the  
two n a r r a t i v e s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a d i s t i n c t i o n  may be p e r t i n e n t  between 
th e  vow/oath  fo r m u la r y  p e r  se  and the  form o f  t h e  vow n a r r a t i v e  o r  
( f o r  a l o n g e r  sequence)  th e  vow-saga such  a s  R i c h t e r  has  proposed fo r  
the Jacob t r a d i t i o n s  a s  a w ho le .^  Two f u r t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  o f  
i n t e r e s t  h e r e .
2
F i r s t ,  G. H. Davies  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  Ps 6 6 :1 3 -1 5  "shows th e
vow a t  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  ( so m eth in g  promised in t r o u b l e ) ,  and t h e n  l a t e r
in i t s  f u l f i l l m e n t . "  The t e x t  o f  t h e  Psalm r e ad s
I  w i l l  come i n t o  thy  house w i t h  b u r n t  o f f e r i n g s ;  I  w i l l  pay
th e e  my vo ws ,
t h a t  which my l i p s  have u t t e r e d
and my mouth promised when I  was i n  t r o u b l e .
I  w i l l  o f f e r  to t h e e  b u r n t  o f f e r i n g s  o f  f a t l i n g s .
Davies '  n o t a t i o n  o f  th e  d i v i s i o n  between vow and f u l f i l l m e n t  i s  ob­
v i o u s l y  c o r r e c t .
S econd ly ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  Hannah 's  vow (1 Sam 1)  has the  same 
g e n e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  a s  Ps 66:13-15 and th e  same p a r t i c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  a s  
the J e p h t h a h ' s  D augh te r  p e r i c o p e — the vow i n  a t r o u b l i n g  s i t u a t i o n  (I  
Sam 1 :9 -2 0 )  w i th  c e n t e r  a t  v s .  20 ,  and th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  p ro c e s s  ( v s s .  
21-28)  w i t h  c o n c l u s i o n  a t  v s .  28. The n a r r a t i v e  i s  d i v i d e d  ap p r o x i ­
m a te ly  i n t o  h a lv e s  w i t h  t h e  meet ing o f  the  p r i n c i p a l s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  
to move the  vow toward f u l f i l l m e n t .  The c o n d i t i o n  and promise a r e  
t i g h t l y  packed t o g e t h e r  n e a r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  ( a s  i n  Judg  11:30-31)  a f ­
t e r  a b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  ( v s s .  9 -11 )  so t h a t  the  r e g u l a r  formal  vow
^ In  "Das Geli ibde."
2G. H. D a v ie s ,  "Vows," IDB_ (1 9 6 2 ) ,  4 : 7 9 2 -7 9 3 .
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s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n t a c t ,  b u t  a p p e a r s  o n ly  a t  the  b eg inn ing  of  t h e  na r­
r a t i v e  which has i t s  own s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  Like t h e  J e p h t h a h  s t o r y ,  
the  m a t e r i a l  between the  vow and the  c e n t e r  n a r r a t e s  t h e  c i rcum­
s t a n c e s  l e a d i n g  to  t h e  c e n t e r  (Hannah and Elkanah in i n t e r c o u r s e ) , 
w h i l e  th e  second ( f u l f i l l m e n t )  h a l f  n a r r a t e s  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  th e  
f u l f i l l m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  animal  o f f e r i n g .  These formal  
e l em e n t s  a r e  so s i m i l a r  to  those  o f  th e  J e p h t h a h ' s  Daughter  s t o r y  
t h a t  i t  seems p ro p e r  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  he r e  w i t h  a vow 
n a r r a t i v e  which i s  t o  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from the  vow fo r m u l a r y  as 
s u c h ,  and ag a in  from vow l e g i s l a t i o n , in  which t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  fo r  
vows t ak e  t h e i r  shape from formal  l e g a l  ( i f / t h e n )  s t r u c t u r e s  r a t h e r  
than from the  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  vow pe r  s e .
I t  i s  beyond th e  scope o f  t h i s  s tudy  t o  pu rsue  d e t a i l s  o f  the 
vow n a r r a t i v e  fo r m u la r y  h e r e .  I t  i s  wor th  n o t i n g ,  however ,  t h a t  the  
t w o - p a r t  n a r r a t i v e  o f  Ha nnah 's  vow i s  a l s o  found in  compressed form 
in  Ps 66:13-15 and in  th e  J e p h t h a h ' s  Daughter  p e r i c o p e .  T h i s  s im i ­
l a r i t y  e n coura ges  t h e  t w o - p a r t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  c o n t e n t  of ­
f e r e d  above. ' '
J e p h t h a h ' s  Deed
I h e  Judaism o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  c e n t u r i e s  and t h e  t e a c h e r s  
o f  t h e  Church i n  t h a t  e r a  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  t e x t  f o r t h r i g h t l y  spoke 
o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  s a c r i f i c e  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r  i n  d e a t h .  In  l a t e r  medieva l  
t i m e s ,  however ,  u n d e r  the  i n f l u e n c e  o f  R. David Kirachi ( c .  1200),  the  
e x p l a n a t i o n  a r o s e  t h a t  J ep h th a h  devo ted  h i s  d a u g h t e r  to  p e r p e t u a l
^There does  n o t  seem to be a s t u d y  o f  t h e  vow n a r r a t i v e  as 
s u c h .  Old T es tam e n t  Form C r i t i c i s m  ( ed.  Hayes) does  n o t  s u g g e s t  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  such  a n a r r a t i v e  t y p e ,  n o r  does  Koch.
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c e l i b a c y .  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  has  had some v a r i a n t s  among which 
most r e c e n t l y  i s  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  Kei l  to  e x p l a i n  J e p h t h a h ' s  a c t i o n
2
as d e v o t i o n  of  h i s  d a u e h t e r  to  c e l i b a t e  temple ( t a b e r n a c l e )  s e r v i c e . “ 
In t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r v ,  however,  t h e r e  has been a r e t u r n  to  t h e  
e a r l i e r  view t h a t  J ep h th a h  a c t u a l l y  s a c r i f i c e d  h i s  d a u g h t e r ;  t h i s  now 
unanimous view t a k e s  t h e  word nViy in  i t s  normal m a t e r i a l  s e n s e ,  in 
r e g u l a r  c u l t i c  u s a g e ,  o f  " b u r n t - o f f e r i n g "  o r  h o l o c a u s t .  The c e l i b a c y  
e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  p e r c e iv e d  as an ev a s io n  which makes i t  i m p o s s i b l e  to 
e x p l a i n  J e p h t h a h ' s  h o r r o r  a t  meet ing h i s  daughter ."^  An a l t e r n a t i v e  
i s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of Noth t h a t  t h e  s t o r v  i s  an e t i o l o g y  f o r  a wom­
e n ' s  f e s t i v a l .  This  view i s  no t  v e ry  w id e ly  r e c e i v e d  by more r e c e n t  
commentators  or  s t u d i e s  of  h i s t o r v  of r e l i g i o n  problems in t h e  an-  
c i e n t  Near E a s t .  Reasons  have been g iven  above why t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  
i s  not  r e a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  fo r  th e  vow s t o r v  i t s e l f .  The s t o r y  may 
have become e t i o l o g i c a l  to  a f e s t i v a l ,  but  t h i s  was not  o r i g i n a l l y
Cf .  Moore, on ,  504-305,  f o r  an extended  no te  on t h e  h i s t o r y  
of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of th e  p e r i c o p e .
2
Keil  and D e l i t z s c h ,  pp .  394-395.
3
Among commentators  Rudde, Moore, Burney,  Cooke, T h a t c h e r ,  
H e r t z b e r g ,  Myers ,  B o l in g ,  Sogg in .  Even th e  American and B r i t i s h  
p i e t i s t i c  commentators  (F .  C. J e n n i n g s ;  A. C. G a e b e l e i n )  do not  a t ­
tempt t o  e x p l a i n  away t h e  h a r s h n e s s  o f  th e  a c t i o n .  I m p o r t a n t  t w e n t i ­
e t h  c e n t u r y  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d e  J .  D e l l ' O c a ,  “El vo to  de J e f t e  ( J u e .  11, 
3 0 - 3 9 ) , "  RB_ 26 ( 1 9 6 4 ) :1 1 3 - 1 1 4 ,  167-171 ( t h e  vow r e f e r s  t o  human sac­
r i f i c e ) ;  N. H. F r o s t i g - A d l e r , "La S t o r i a  d i  J e f t e , "  A n n u a r io  d i  S tu d i  
E b r a i c i  1964 /1965 , pp.  9 -3 0 .  A. R. W. Green,  The Ro le  o f  Human Sac­
r i f i c e  i n  t h e  A n c ie n t  N e a r  E a s t  ( M i s s o u l a ,  Mont. :  S c h o l a r s  P r e s s ,  
1975) ,  pp .  161-163,  a r g u e s  t h a t  human s a c r i f i c e  was a c c e p te d  by 
Yahweh in  e a r l y  I s r a e l .
4
Green,  p .  162, e x p r e s s e s  th e  o p in i o n  t h a t  th e  e t i o l o g i c a l  
e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  " u n c o n v i n c i n g . "  Cf .  M. Noth,  A u f s d t z e  z u r  b i b l l s c h e n  
Landes-  und A l t e r t u m s k u n d e . 2 v o l s . ,  e d . H. W. W ol ff ,  (N e u k i rch e n -  
Vluyn:  Neuk ir chene r  V e r l a g ,  1971) ,  po.  360-365 .  J .  A. S ogg in ,  J u d g -  
e s , pp .  217-218,  p ro poses  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s t o r y  as an h i s t o r i c i z e d  
mvth which in h i s  view would accoun t  f o r  t h e  t e n s i o n s  i n  t h e  s t o r y .
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i n t e n d e d ,  as i s  a l s o  comfirmed by t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  below.
The c u r r e n c y  o f  such an a f f a i r  and i t s  s t o r y - e x p r e s s i o n  in the  
E as t  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  r e g i o n  i n c r e a s e s  c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  we a r e  no t  d e a l ­
i ng  he r e  w i th  someth ing i s o l a t e d  and o f  dub ious  o r  o b s c u r e  s i g n i f i ­
c a n c e .  T. G a s t e r  has  c o l l e c t e d  th e  r e l e v a n t  p a r a l l e l s  no t  only  from 
th e  r e g i o n  but  from European v a r i a t i o n s  as w e l l .  He summarizes:
P a r a l l e l s  to t h i s  s t o r y  a r e  to  be found i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  l o r e  o f  
s e v e r a l  p e o p l e s .  The b e s t  known i s  p r o b a b ly  t h e  Greek legend of 
Idomeneus , k ing  of C r e t e .  Caught in  a s t o rm  on h i s  r e t u r n  from
t h e  T r o j a n  War, he vowed t o  P o s e i d o n ,  god of  t h e  s e a ,  t h a t  he
would s a c r i f i c e  to  him whomever he would f i r s t  meet when he l a n d ­
ed s a f e l y  on h i s  n a t i v e  s h o r e s .  Th is  t u r n ed  ou t  to  be h i s  own 
s o n .
A s i m i l a r  t a l e  was t o ld  by t h e  Greeks  ab o u t  Maeander ,  the  son 
o f  Ceraphos and A n a x ib i a .  At war w i th  t h e  p e o p l e  of  P es s in u s  i n  
P h r y g i a ,  he vowed t o  t h e  G re a t  Mother t h a t  i f  she  g r a n t e d  him 
v i c t o r y  he would s a c r i f i c e  to  h e r  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  who came o u t  
• t o  g r e e t  him when he r e tu r n e d  home. The f i r s t  to  do so ^as  h i s  
own son,  A r c h e l a o s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  h i s  mother  and s i s t e r .
Modem s c h o l a r s  a l s o  see  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  theme in  the
v i r g i n i t y - m o u r n i n g  of  Near E a s t e r n  weeping f o r  t h e  dead o r  o u s t ed
f e r t i l i t y  s p i r i t s ,  such  as  in  th e  w a i l i n g  f o r  Tammuz.” T o g e th e r  wi th
th e  a t t e s t a t i o n  of t h e  theme in  European s t o r i e s ,  t h e s e  a n c i e n t  Eas t
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  examples s u g g e s t  the  c u r r e n c y  o f  t h e  theme in  the  h i s -
3
t o r y  and l i t e r a t u r e  of t h e  r e g i o n .
A co m p e l l in g  p a r a l l e l ,  because  p ro x im a te  in  t ime and l o c a t i o n ,
T.  H. G a s t e r ,  Myth.  Legend and Custom i n  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t . 2 
v o l s .  (New York: Harper  and Row, 1969) 1 :43 0-4 32 ;  one may a l s o  con­
s u l t  t h e  f o o t n o t e s  f o r  d e t a i l s  on c o l l e c t i o n s  by F r a z e r ,  S. Thompson 
e t  a l . Cf.  Soggin ,  J u d g e s . p.  215.
2
G a s t e r ,  pp .  431-432;  c f .  Ezek 8 : 1 4 .  Some examples  had 
a l r e a d y  been c i t e d  by e a r l i e r  commen ta to rs ,  c f .  Cooke, p .  122;
Burney,  J u d g e s . pp.  319-320.
3
Green,  pp .  162-163.
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i s  ch a t  of  the  Moab i t e  King of  2 Kgs 3 : 2 7 .  Unable to  d e f e a t  or e s ­
cape t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  he o f f e r e d  h i s  son and h e i r —p r i n c e  as a s a c r i ­
f i c e  on th e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  c i t y .  T h i s  a c t i o n  arous ed  t h e  ange r  of  h i s  
god Chemosh so g r e a t l y  t h a t  the  I s r a e l i t e s  f l e d  and t h e  Moab i t es  were 
v i c t o r i o u s . ' '  The l a n g u a g e  of  J e p h t h a h ' s  vow (C tV iy ) ,  h i s  own h o r r o r ,  
t h e  p a r a l l e l s ,  and h i s  r e a c t i o n ,  a l l  p o i n t  to  t h e  a c t u a l  s a c r i f i c e  of  
h i s  d a u g h t e r .
Of what was J e p h t h a h  t h i n k i n g  when he made th e  vow? The two 
a l l u s i o n s  i n  t h e  vow i t s e l f  ( v s .  31) — Xifi ’n and li7 V P  y  H1— 
b o th  i n d i c a t e  a m as cu l in e  s i n g u l a r  c o n c e p t i o n .  Most commentators  ar e  
a u i t e  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  he has  a human s a c r i f i c e  i n  mind a l r e a d y ,  o t h e r ­
w i s e  th e  m a t t e r  would have been r o u t i n e  and n o t  wor thy o f  m en t io n ,  
l e t  a lo n e  f e a t u r e d .  One mav t h i n k  (1) o f  a male  o f  h i s  " h o u s e , ” i n  
which "house"  has  a l a r g e r  meaning than  h i s  own immedia te  p e r s o n a l  
o f f s p r i n g — p e r h a p s  a s l a v e  o r  adopted male f o r e i g n e r ,  o r  even a male 
o f  h i s  c l a n ;  (2 )  the  m a scu l in e  s i n g u l a r s  r e f e r  g e n e r i c a l l y  to  a human
be ing ;  (3) he had an animal  in  mind,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  b u r n t  o f -
2
f e r i n g  was n o r m a l l y  a male o f  th e  f l o c k  (Lev 1 ) ;  o r  ( 4 )  th e  ambi-
3
g u i t y  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l .  S t i l l  the  o r i g i n a l  m a s c u l in e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  
t h e  s a r r i f i / ' o  i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  mutated i n t o  t h e  d e a th  o f  t h e  d a u g h t e r .
^Sogg in ,  J u d g e s . p .  216.
2
Houses w i t h  a d j o i n i n g  c o u r t y a r d s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  have  been 
noted  i n  I r o n  I  l evel s :  in  both  P a l e s t i n e  and T r a n s j o r d a n ,  c f .  K. 
Beebe,  "A nci en t  P a l e s t i n i a n  D w e l l i n g s , "  BA 31 ( 1 9 6 8 ) :4 9 - 5 8 ;  A. Mazar 
"Gi loh:  An E a r l y  I s r a e l i t e  S e t t l e m e n t  S i t e  Near J e r u s a l e m , "  IEJ 31 
(1 981) :  12. These  house p l a n s  somet imes show s e v e r a l  a d j o i n i n g  
d w e l l i n g s  p o s s i b l y  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a c l a n  o r  " f a t h e r ' s  house"  d w e l t  
c l o s e l y  q u a r t e r e d ;  c f .  Lev 18.  DeGeus, p .  135, n o te s  t h a t  " f a t h e r ' s  
house"  can i n c l u d e  s l a v e s ,  s t r a n g e r s ,  and even c a t t l e .
3
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  208; t h e  m ascu l in e  i n t e n d s  t o  s imply  add 
t o  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  s u s p e n s e .
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The ev id en ce  f o r  what he a c t u a l l y  had in mind i s  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
c o n c l u s i v e ,  even though most  f a vor  a human s a c r i f i c e . ' '  A male s e r ­
v a n t ,  adopted s o n ,  o r  r e l a t i v e  a r e  e q u a l l y  good p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
m a s c u l in e  pronoun.
C o m p li ca t in g  t h i s  problem i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one would have 
expe cted  a p e r s o n  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  m i l i t a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  to have known 
t h a t  women somet imes went ou t  to  g r e e t  a v i c t o r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  hero  
(Miriam, Exod 1 5 :2C—21; 1 Sam 18 :6 -7 ;  c f .  S i s e r a ' s  mother ,  Judg 5 : 2 8 -  
30, and our p e r i c o p e ) .  I f  he valued the  e x t e n s i o n  of  h i s  l i n e a g e  and 
h i s  on ly  d a u g h t e r ' s  L i f e ,  i t  does  no t  seem l i k e l y  t h a t  he a l r e a d y  had 
h e r  i n  mind when he-made th e  vow.
2
The vow i s  s a i d  by some commentators  t o  have been rash  or 
" t h o u g h t l e s s . "  An a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  to  v iew i t  as  t h o u g h t f u l l y  con­
c e iv e d  in  the  emergency c o n d i t i o n s  of th e  war a g a i n s t  Ammon,^ o r  to 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  he was unduly  i n f l u e n c e d  by the  s u r ro u n d i n g  paganism,
4
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  o f  h i s  m o th e r .  The p a r a l l e l s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a des ­
p e r a t i o n  move in  a war emergency i s  th e  most p ro b a b le  background;  t h e
' 'For  example ,  Cooke, Burney,  R i c h t e r ,  Green.
^As r e c e n t l y  as J .  Myer s ,  I_B (1 9 5 3 ) ,  2 :7 7 1 .
^A lre ady su g g es t e d  by Cooke,  p .  320; c f .  Sog g in ,  J u d g e s . p.  
216,  and Green,  pp .  149-187 pass im and p .  121. R i c h t e r  too  under­
s t o o d  the  ev en t  as r e f l e c t i n g  an emergency s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  he i d e n t i ­
f i e d  t h e  emergency a s  t h e  imminent c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  "house"  
b ro u g h t  on by t h e  v i o l e n t  q u a r r e l  o f  1 1 :2 -3 ,  w i t h  no o r i g i n a l  r e f e r ­
ence  to  the  Ammonite s t r u g g l e .  R i c h t e r  so ugh t  a p a r a l l e l  i n  Rahab 's  
e f f o r t  t o  save  h e r  f a m i ly  i n  which th e  s u b s t i t u t e  s a c r i f i c e  was the  
ban on t h e  c i t y ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," pp.  505 -508.  J e p h t h a h ' s  s t a t e ­
ment to  Ephraim in  12:2 ab o u t  the  Ammonite s t r u g g l e  ( “TX£3 □."’"I ) i s
e v id en c e  o f  th e  s e v e r i t y  and d a n g e r  o f  th e  Ammonite t h r e a t ;  the  r e s ­
t o r a t i o n  o f ’M j y  b e f o r e  T X £  fo l l o w i n g  LXa , Old L a t i n ,  and Hexa- 
p l a r i c  S y r i a c ,  adds to  J e p h t h a h ' s  s e n s e  of  a s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n .
4F r o s t i g - A d l e r , J e f t e ,  pp.  10-11 and pass im.
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l a r g e r  I n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  show t h a t  the  f i n a l  e d i t o r  b e l i ev e d  
t h a t  the  Ammonite war t h r e a t  occ as ioned  t h e  vow.* A wisdom p e r s p e c ­
t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  cannot  be ru led  o u t ,  however,  s i n c e  Weinfe ld  has  
shown t h a t  Deuteronomism i n c l u d e s  wisdom i n t e r e s t s  and t h a t  among 
them i s  th e  u se  o f  r i d d l e s  (Samson) and th e  l o q u a c io u s  per son  g iven
to  r a s h  d e c l a r a t i o n s :  he i s  a foo l  and b r i n g s  m i s f o r t u n e  upon him- 
2
s e l f . ” The absence  of  c l e a r  wisdom m o t i f s  in t h i s  p e r i c o p e ,  however,  
n e c e s s i t a t e s  c a u t i o n .  S t i l l ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t r a g e d y  and unwisdom 
th r o u g h o u t  th e  D e u te r o n o m i s t i c  H i s t o r y  i s  so p e r v a s i v e — even i n c l u d ­
ing David h i m s e l f — t h a t  one must l e a v e  t h i s  open.
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s t o r y  i s  w i thou t  condemnat ion of J e p h t h a h . ^  A.
R. W. Green argues  t h a t  human s a c r i f i c e  was a c c e p t a b l e  to  t h e  Yahwism
4
o f  t h i s  e r a .  However,  O t to s s o n  emphasizes  s e v e r a l  t imes  ove r  t h a t  
th e  most r e l e v a n t  background i s  Jac ob 's  t r e a t y  w i th  Laban over
1
l The e d i t o r  added to the  t a l e  in v s .  29, in  which a d d i t i o n  he 
no dou b t  in t en d e d  to say  by h i s  use  o f  th e  S p i r i t - p o s s e s s i o n  i n  Jeph­
t h a h  and th e  t r i p l e h 3 . y ,  t h a t  J e p h t h a h  was a c t i v a t e d  t h e r e b y  to  the  
war e f f o r t ,  of  which th e  i n i t i a l  a c t  was t r a v e r s i n g  h i s  t e r r i t o r y  to  
g a t h e r  an army (Moore,  p .  298, i s  d o u b t f u l ,  bu t  c f .  Burney,  J u d g e s , 
p .  318; K e i l ,  J u d g e s . p .  385; Cooke, p.  121) .  Moore has  d o u b t s  be­
ca u se  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  and th e  I s r a e l i t e s  were a l r e a d y  g a th ­
e r e d ,  11:11a,  c f .  10:17.  But s i n c e  ‘l3! l  i s  so f l e x i b l y  used in
J u d g es  and 10 :17 -1 1:11 does  not  r e a l l y  say  any more th an  t h a t  th e  e l ­
d e r s  and O y n  , which in  10:18 = t h e  Ty*7/\ "HU/, were p r e s e n t ,  one can­
no t  be s u r e  t h a t  more imicter e f f o r t  was not  n e c e s s a r y .  "Manasseh" in 
v s .  29 may have o r i g i n a l l y  inc l uded  '’Ephraim” s i n c e  12:2 r e f e r s  to a 
summons to  Ephraim which was r e f u s e d .  The v o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  D3 i ilD as  
nayfl  may in v o l v e  a d e l i b e r a t e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  town and the  
"dome of  G i l e a d , ” i . e . , ^ t h e  e n t i r e  r e g io n  o f  t h e  h i g h l a n d ,  as the  LXX 
t a k e s  H3XC7 to  be ffKOTrii, which has t h e  meanings  o f  " h i l l - t o p ,  watch-  
t o w e r ,  l o o k - o u t , "  in  normal u sag e .
2
W e in f e ld ,  Deuteronomy, pp.  27 1-274 .
^Cooke, p.  122.
k Green,  pp.  163-165.
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M izpah-Gi lead in  Gen 31.*  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  combined m o t i f s  o f  
b a r r e n n e s s ,  mourning ( i n f e r t i l i t y  and c h i l d l e s s n e s s ) ,  and the  d ea th  
of  a woman ( J a c o b ' s  im p l i ed  commitment of Rachel  to  d e a t h )  in the 
J a c o b i t e  Mizpah t r a d i t i o n s  tended to no rm a l i ze  such  a p a t t e r n  of  
ev e n t s  in  the  Gi l ead  r e g i o n  or a t  l e a s t  a t  Mizpah.  He r e j e c t s  the 
i n f l u e n c e  o f  a pagan c Anat  o r  Tammuz mourning r i t u a l .  T ha t  th e  d ea th  
of  a woman could  occur  w i t h o u t  condemnation in I s r a e l  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  
be due ,  i n  p a r t  a t  l e a s t ,  t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n .
The S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  D a ugh te r  S a c r i f i c e  
f o r  t h e  N a r r a t i v e  I n t e n t i o n
This  s e c t i o n  d i s c u s s e s  a l l  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e
p e r i c o p e  in  which the  meaning o f  th e  f a c t  i s  r e f l e c t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
(1) t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  she was J e p h t h a h ' s  on ly  c h i l d ,  (2 )  J e p h t h a h ' s
own e x c l a m a t io n s  o f  a l a rm  in v s .  35, and ( 3 )  the  emphas is  on her
v i r g i n i t y  i n  v s s .  3 7 -4 0 .
"She was His Only Ch i ld "
The s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h i s  d a u g h t e r  was h i s  o n l y  c h i l d  occ u r s  i n  
v s .  34c ,  and i s  a f i r s t  c l u e  to the  f a c t  t h a t  the  n a r r a t i v e  i s  con­
s c i o u s  o f  d e a l i n g  w i th  more th an  a t r a g i c  s t o r y  abou t  human s a c r i ­
f i c e .  The n o t i c e  c o n t a i n s  two nominal  s e n t e n c e s  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  to
2
make up a 3-4 b i c o l o n .  The fo r m u l a t i o n  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  emphat ic :
n i ’ D1 X ' f l  — "she was th e  o n ly  one"  or pe rhaps  a s  Burney
3s u g g e s t s  " l i t .  ' and  she  o n ly  was an on ly  c h i l d . ' "
* 0 t t o s s o n ,  op .  36-52,  175.
2
Burney,  J u d g e s . p.  321.
3I b i d .
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The second member o f  t h e  b i c o l o n  r e s t a t e s  t h e  th o u g h t  i n
s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  te rm s  so t h a t  the  two members o f  th e  b i c o l o n  a r e
synonymous: f O " “W |3L - 1 3 ^ 0  ^  "J1̂  — " t h e r e  was n o t  to  him ( o t h e r )
t h a n  she a son  or d a u g h t e r "  ( r e a d i n g  H lQ O  f o r  w i th  LXX and the
S y r i a c  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Hexa p la ) . ^
I t  seems c l e a r  b o th  from the  emphasis  and p lacemen t  o f  the
b i c o l o n  f i r s t  i n  t h e  c l u s t e r  o f  c e n t e r  c o l a ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i n tended  to
i n c r e a s e  p a th o s  and s u g g e s t  a l r e a d y  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  J e p h t h a h ' s  own 
,2v i o l e n t  a g i t a t i o n .  By p i l i n g  on d oub le  c o n c e p t s ,  t h e  co lon  em-
3
p h a s i z e s  t h a t  he has no o t h e r  o f f s p r i n g  o f  h i s  own; t h i s  co lon a l s o
p re p a re s  f o r  t h e  v i r g i n i t y  m o t i f  o f  v s s .  3 7 -4 0 .
J e p h t h a h ' s  A c t ions  and E x c l a m a t i o n s  
Thi s  c o m b in a t io n  o f  deeds  and words o c c u r s  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e
c l i m a x / c e n t e r  c o l a ,  and in  c o n c e n t r a t e d  form.  Ther e  a r e  s i x  such
n o t i c e s  in  a l l .
1. Vs. 3 5a:\ 'T *^L  n X  "He t o r e  o f f  h i s  c l o t h e s "  upon
s e e in g  h e r  coming from t h e  d oor  o f  h i s  h o u se ,  as t h e  vow had s a i d .
T h i s  does  not  mean he mere ly  removed h i s  c l o t h e s ,  b u t  r ipped  them so
t h a t  t h e  o u t e r  a c t i o n  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  t h e  p s y c h i c  f e e l .  I t  was a
4g e s t u r e  o f  v i o l e n t  g r i e f  and mou rn ing. "  The a c t i o n  e l a b o r a t e s
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  208; t h e  m a s c u l in e  r e a d i n g  was perhaps  
t aken  from t h e i V  im m ed ia te ly  b e f o r e  i t ,  o r  pe r h ap s  from t h e  i n f l u ­
ence  o f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e s  i n  th e  vow.
^Keil  , J u d g e s , p .  387 .
3
Moore,  p .  301.
4
I b i d . ;  p a r a l l e l s  a r e  t o  be found in Gen 37: 29; 2 Sam 13 :19 ,  
31; Job 1 :2 0 .  y “J p  u s u a l l y  occu rs  wi thTATl , bu t  i t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  w i th  
o t h e r  terms f o r  ga rmen ts  (7"*y23 , vfrtZN/, T & ,  H) H  □ )  .
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f u r t h e r  on the  Idea  t h a t  she  was h i s  o n ly  d a u g h t e r .  Thus f a r ,  how­
e v e r ,  one i s  l e d  o n ly  to  t h i n k  about  e i t h e r  h e r  d e a t h  o r  h i s  f e e l i n g  
o f  g r i e f  ove r  l o s i n g  h e r .  This  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  f i r s t  b r a c k e t  ( v s .
35a) around the  c e n t e r  c o l o n  ( v s .  3 5 b ) .
2.  Vs. 35ba:  ’J i l l  r l f l X  — " a l a s ,  ray d a u g h t e r . "  T h i s  o u t c r y  o f  
a l ar m  i s  used some t h i r t e e n  t imes  in  th e  Hebrew B i b l e .  In t e n  of  t h e  
t h i r t e e n  i t  i n v o l v e s  r e a c t i o n  to  a r e a l  t h r e a t  o f  d e a t h ,  and the  
t h r e e  e x c e p t i o n s  may i n v o lv e  th e  same i m p l i c i t l y  (2 Kgs 6 : 5 ,  L5; J e r  
1 : 6 ) .  I t  i s  most o f t e n  p a r a l l e l  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n  and d e a t h ,  and has 
s p e c i f i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  famine,  d r o u g h t ,  t h e  sword,  p l a g u e ,  c u r s e ,  
and s c a t t e r i n g . ^  In Ezek 2 1 :5  (20 :49 EB) i t  i n c l u d e s  " s e t  f i r e ,  con­
sume, b l a z i n g  f l am e ,  s c o r c h e d ,  k i n d l e d  . . . no t  q u e n c h e d . "  In most 
o c c u r r e n c e s  i t  marks t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a group r a t h e r  th an  i n d i v i d -
2
u a l s ,  though J e r e m ia h  i s  an e x c e p t i o n — th e  only  on e.  T h i s  c i r c l e  o f  
c o n n o t a t i o n s  s u g g e s t s  a l r e a d y  t h a t  J e p h t h a h  i s  t h i n k i n g  of  some de­
s t r u c t i o n  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r ;  the  s eq u e l  e n l a r g e s  on 
h i s  c o n c e p t .
3.  Vs. 35bb: "’DJiyTDH V T 3 f l  — "you have c e r t a i n l y  brough t  
me down."  The i n f i n i t i v e  a b s o l u t e  conveys t h e  c e r t a i n t y  and d e c i ­
s i v e n e s s ,  pe rhaps  f i n a l i t y ,  o f  h e r  d e a th ;  t h e  h i p h i l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
th e  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n  o f  he r  d e a t h  t o  h i s  r e d u c t i o n .  The most s u r ­
p r i s i n g  e l e m e n t ,  however ,  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he s ee s  h e r  coming d e a th  
as  h i s  h u m i l i a t i o n .^  He does  no t  t h i n k  of what h e r  d e a t h  means to
! C f . J o e l  1 :1 5 ;  2 Kgs 3: 10; Josh  7 : 7 ;  J e r  4 : 10; 14:13; 32:17.
“ J e r  1 :6 .
^ T r i b l e ,  T e x t s  o f  T e r r o r , p .  102, c o r r e c t l y  and w i th  p e n e t r a ­
t i o n  i n t o  th e  t e x t ' s  i n t e n t i o n ;  she c e n s u r e s  Jep h th ah  f o r  t h e  whole 
a f f a i r ,  however .
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h e r ,  but  r a t h e r  of  what h e r  d e a t h  means to  him— "vou have bowed me 
1 ow . "
The v e rb  V~)D o f t e n  means "bow down," as i s  shown by i t s  f r e -  
auent  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  "knee"  ( ~ J T ^ ) .  Thi s  meaning has such a p p l i c a ­
t i o n s  as bowing a t  the  f e e t  of  a c o n a u e r o r /  o r  bowing t h e  knee in 
2
w o r s h i p . "  But a s u b s t a n t i a l  group  o f  u ses  i n v o l v e s  p a r a l l e l i s m  w i th
.3d e a th —  slump down in  d e a t h '  o r  "bow down i n t o  the  d u s t .  There  a r e
a l s o  some more or l e s s  n e u t r a l  u s e s ,  i . e . ,  in  s i t u a t i o n s  where some
kind o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  demise  i s  no t  i n  v iew,  such as bending down to
4
d r i n k  w a te r  o r  l y i n g  down to  g i v e  b i r t h .  But in  such a n e g a t i v e  
c o n t e x t ,  J ep h th a h  must mean t h a t  she has  d e a l t  him a blow o f  s e r i o u s  
p e r s o n a l  and s o c i a l  c o n s e a u e n c e s ; th e  l a t t e r  i s  su g g es t ed  by the  
p l u r a l  r e f e r e n c e  to  " t h o s e  who (would)  c a s t  me o u t ” in  v s .  35bd ( s e e  
below) .
From what  has  he been broug ht  down? The t e x t  do es  no t  s p e c i f y  
any f u r t h e r .  One n a t u r a l l y  t h i n k s  o f  th e  honors  of h i s  t i t l e  V/X“) to  
which t h i s  h u m i l i a t i o n  i s  th en  a n e g a t i v e  s e q u e l ,  a n d / o r  th e  honor of 
h i s  war v i c t o r y  j u s t  concluded  in  which he s t i l l  f u n c t i o n s  as a ) ' * ?  
as  w e l l .  A few u s e s  o f  y - o  a r e  i n  c o n t e x t s  where i t  s t a n d s  as the  
o p p o s i t e  o f  " a r i s e "  or "be h i g h . " ' ’
l 2 Sam 22 :40 ;  Pss 18 :4 0 (3 9 ) ;  7 2 :9 .
2
1 Kgs 8 :5 4 ;  Ezra  9 :5 ;  I s a  4 6 :1 - 3 ;  Ps 85 :6 ;  2 Chr 7 :3 ;  Es th  
3 : 2 ,  5; c f .  U g a r i t i c  p a r a l l e l  k r c i n  HG 1 0 : i i : 1 8  where t h e  meaning i s  
c l e a r  from t h e  p a r a l l e l i s m  wyql ( f a l l  down) fo l lowed by a  s u p p l i c a ­
t i o n .
3Judg 5 :2 7 ;  2 Kgs 9 :2 4 ;  Pss 78 :31 ;  22 :30 .
^1 Sam 4 :19;  Job 3 9 : 3 .
5P s s  17: 13; 20:9  (8 ) .
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I t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  to  assume t h a t  he i s  a c c u s i n g  or  blaming 
h e r  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  a s  t h e  b r a c k e t i n g  t h i r d  co lo n  o f  v s .  35 (35c) n o t e s ,  
pe rh aps  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  r e a s o n ,  i . e . ,  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e s e  a p p a r e n t  accu sa­
t i o n s  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  c l o s i n g  th e  c e n t e r  s t r o p h e  by J e p h t h a h  him­
s e l f ,  t o  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  he had opened h i s  mouth to  Yahweh and could  
n o t  " r e t u r n "  what he had vowed. He i s  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  l o s s  which he 
has  b ro ugh t  upon h i m s e l f  a s  th e  head of G i l ead  and v i c t o r  in  the  Am­
moni te  war.  He may a l s o  have in  mind th e  n o t i o n  t h a t  h e r  d ea th  i s  
a l s o  h i s  i n  a l a r g e r  p e r s o n a l  and f a m i l y  s e n s e .  His movements toward 
th e  honor  o f  an accompl ishe d r u l e r  have r e v e r s e d  d i r e c t i o n ;  th e  new 
development  moves him toward h i s  dem ise .
4 .  Vs. 35bc:  g^trrfirroffOO'TV.T’MK<S /U 6— "you have th w a r te d  me." 
T h i s  LXX a d d i t i o n  p ro b a b ly  r e s t e d  on the  Hebrew ■*3‘lv a  i r "  H 1
b u t  s i n c e  no Hebrew t e x t  c o n t a i n s  i t ,  the  Greek t e x t  i s  u sed .  J eph­
t h a h ' s  a t t e n t i o n  to  h i m s e l f  c o n t i n u e s  a s  e x p r e s s e d  in t h e  d i r e c t  ob­
j e c t  fxe- , which s u s t a i n s  th e  s e r i e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  to t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  
h e r  d e a th  on him. ( m o s t l y  m iddle )  i s  n o t  o f  v e r y  f r e q u e n t
o c c u r r e n c e  i n  Greek l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  means "pu t  th e  f e e t  i n  bonds ,
f e t t e r , "  or  more g e n e r a l l y ,  " h i n d e r ,  t h w a r t , "  o r  "be a h i n d e r a n c e
..2t o ,  pe rhaps  even be a check  o n . '  J e p h t h a h  now e x p r e s s e s  in  more 
e x p l i c i t  language  what  the  p r eced ing  thou gh t  i m p l i e s ,  i . e . ,  a com­
p l e t e  change in  h i s  s o c i a l  d i r e c t i o n .  The o n l y  c o n c r e t e  c o n t e x t u a l  
s o c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t  i s  h i s  two f u n c t i o n s  as  and p i  p  . The
meaning i s  t h a t  he w i l l  be u n ab le  to f u l l y  r e a l i z e  th e  f u r t h e r  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  r u l e  o f  G i lead ;  h i s  r u l e ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  w i l l  c e a s e ,
S u g g e s t e d  by B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , p .  208.
2LS pp.  546-54 7.
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though n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  im me dia te ly .
5. Vs . 35bd : ’’“ l 'D y H  r P T I  n X l  — "you a r e  a s 1 th o se  who de­
s t r o y  m e . ” There  a r e  no co g n a te s  f o r ~ O y i n  U g a r i t i c ,  Akkadian,  or  
P h o e n i c i a n .  Kohler—Baumgar tne r  s u g g e s t  " t a b o o ,  c a s t  ou t  from ( s o ­
c i a l )  i n t e r c o u r s e . ” There  a r e  only  t h i r t e e n  a d d i t i o n a l  c e r t a i n  oc­
c u r r e n c e s  in  t h e  Hebrew B i b l e . 2 Nine o f  the  t h i r t e e n  ( t e n  o f  th e  
f o u r t e e n  i f  one i n c l u d e s  Judg 11:35)  i n v o lv e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  c l a n s  ( o r  
i n  one c a s e  an i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n ) .  C l e a r l y  " t r o u b l e ” may be a co r­
r e c t  t r a n s l a t i o n , ^  bu t  i t s  u se  i s  m o s t lv  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the
Tak ing a ,  as a 3.  e s s e n t i a e  to  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  p r e d i c a t e  ( BDB 
sub .  I .  7 ) ;  c f .  Burney,  J u d g e s . p.  321.  The r e f e r e n c e  i s  pe rhaps  t o  
t h e  " b r o t h e r s ” who removed him from h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  (1 1 :2 ;  T h a t c h e r ,  
d . 11 4 )  .
2KB, p .  703.
J o s h  7 : 2 5 ( 2 ) .  R e fe re n c e  i s  to  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Achan 's  c l a n  in  
the  second i n s t a n c e ,  t o  I s r a e l ' s  d e f e a t  by Ai i n  t h e  
f i r s t  (1 Chr 2 : 7 ) .
Jo s h  6 : 1 8 .  P a r a l l e l i s m  w i t h  p u t t i n g  th e  camp o f  I s r a e l  under 
th e  ban; used fo r  i t s  r e s u l t .
Gen 3 4 :3 0 .  Lead term of a s e r i e s  in  which Jaco b  i n c l u d e s  
■’IV/’X^TKcause me to  s t i n k ,  t u r n  me r a n c i d )  , -ISOX 3 (be  
g a t h e r e d  a g a i n s t  me),  ’ l-l’Dil ( sm i te  me) and ( I w i l l
be d e s t r o y e d ) .  Jacob t h i n k s  not  . iu s t  o f  h i m s e l f  i n d i v i d ­
u a l l y  b u t  o f  h i s  c l a n  s i n c e  b lood re venge  i s  t h e  problem 
und er  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  He say s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  " I  and my 
househo ld
1 Sam 1 4 :29 .  J o n a th an  s a y s ,  "my f a t h e r  ( S a u l )  has made de­
s t r u c t i o n  f o r  the  c o u n t r y .  Th is  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
c u r s e  Saul  pu t  on anyone who a t e  food b e f o r e  e v e n in g .
I Kgs 18 :17,  18. Ahab c a l l s  E l i j a h  t h e  " t r o u b l e r "  of  I s r a e l .  
But E l i j a h  r e v e r s e s  t h i s  c h a rg e  upon Ahab; i n  2 1 : 2 1 -  
22,  t h e  f a l l  of  Ahab 's  house i s  shown to  be the way the  
judgment  works o u t .
Prov 11:17 (29,  1 5 : 2 7 ) .  He who b r i n g s  t r o u b l e  on h i s  own 
house  i n h e r i t s  only  th e  wind.  T h i s  i s  a v i v i d  metaphor  
f o r  n o t h i n g .
Ps 3 9 : 3 .  The term o c c u r s  n e a r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  a m e d i t a t i o n  
i n  which l i f e  i s  viewed as n o t h i n g  u n l e s s  God d e l i v e r s  
him; l i f e  i s  f l e e t i n g ,  a h a n d b r e a t h ,  n o t h i n g ,  b r e a t h .
Prov 15: 6 .  The r e f e r e n c e  i s  too  ambiguous to  be h e l p f u l .
3
Cooke,  p .  123 and Moore,  p .  301, b o th  com plain  t h a t  " t r o u b l e "  
i s  too  " f e e b l e "  a t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  ~ o y ,  bu t  n e i t h e r  a r e  v e r y  e x p l i c i t  
ab ou t  how i t  i s  "one o f  the  s t r o n g e s t  words i n  t h e  l anguage  (M oo re ) . "
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d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c l a n  o r  house o r  some segment  of  one .  Both th e  
w o rd - p l ay  w i t h  y ~ ) 0  , and i t s  p lacem ent  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  c o lo n ,  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  word i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c l i m a c t i c  and r e f e r s  to 
J e p h t h a h ' s  enemies ,  i . e . ,  t h o s e  who would l i k e  to  r u i n  him and h i s  
f a m i l y .  His d a u g h t e r  has  become as one o f  them! The usage p a t t e r n  
s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  J ep h t h a h  i s  t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  end o f  
h i s  house .  Any hope of  d y n a s t y  or  c o n t i n u i n g  f a m i ly  hegemony has 
p e r i s h e d .*
6.  Vs. 35c: " I  have opened my mouth to  Yahweh and I  am not  
a b l e  to r e t u r n  ( i t ) . ” As noted above,  t h i s  c o lo n  o r  b i - c o l o n  (3 - 3 )  
s e r v e s  to  b a l a n c e  th e  emphasis o f  th e  c e n t e r  l i n e  by r e g i s t e r i n g  
J e p h t h a h ' s  ad m is s io n  of  h i s  own r o l e  in  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  h o u s e .  
The vow i s  i r r e v o c a b l e  and i t s  f u l f i l l m e n t  i n e v i t a b l e .  The l i n e  
b r a c k e t s  t h e  c e n t e r  c o l o n .
The V i r g i n i t y  Mot i f
As noted above,  v s s .  37-40 c a r r y  o u t  a d i s t i n c t i v e  m o t i f  which 
i s  a l r e a d y  h i n t e d  a t  e a r l i e r  in  the  t a l e  ( v s .  3 4 ) .  Nor i s  i t  ea sy  to  
c o r r e l a t e  t h i s  m o t i f  w i th  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  a s u b s t a n t i v e  
way.  One e x p e c t s  t h a t  the  women should  mourn h e r  d e a t h ,  no t  h e r  
v i r g i n i t y .  But the  r e a d e r  has a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  t r a g e d y ,  s u r p r i s i n g  in  i t s  fo cus  on J e p h t h a h ' s  own l o s s  r a t h e r  
t h an  h e r  d e a t h .
does  no t  mean " v i r g i n ” w i t h  th e  e x c l u s i v e l y  s ex u a l
^Burney,  J u d g e s . p .  322,  u n d e r s t a n d s  J e p h t h a h  to be r e f e r r i n g  
to  t h e  " a lm o s t  i r r e s i s t i b l e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  b re a k  t h e  vow.” But t h i s  
would seem to  weaken t h e  s ense  o f  d e s p e r a t i o n ;  on th e  o t h e r  hand th e  
f i n a l  c o l o n  o f  th e  v e r s e  i s  t o  be u n d e r s to o d  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  r e c o i l  a t  
t h e  t h o u g h t .
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s e n s e  i t  evokes  in  E n g l i s h .  A n ‘7 i . r o  i s  no rm a l ly  a s e x u a l l y  m a tu re ,  
i d e a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  and m a r r i a g e a b l e  young woman, and u s u a l l y  l i v i n g  
i n  some o t h e r  dependency than t h a t  o f  m a r r i a g e  such as h e r  f a t h e r ' s  
house  o r  as a r o y a l  a t t e n d a n t .  A ( h e r e a f t e r  B) i s  t h e  female
c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  t h e  " H f O — a m a tu re ,  i d e a l l y  handsome,  v i r i l e ,  s t r o n g ,  
and cour ageous  young man. The two make up a l i n g u i s t i c  p a i r  and oc­
c u r  t o g e t h e r  o r  in  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  r e g u l a r l v . ^
The b eau ty  o f  a B i s  o f t e n  m en t io n ed ,  m o s t ly  u s in g  HS"1 . 
a l t h o u g h  i73 .1G a p p e a r s .  E a u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  i n  c e r t a i n  c o n t e x t s  i s  
y o u t h f u l  n e s s  ( r n y i )  . Such young women dan c ed ,  and wor-: j e w e l r v  
and— a t  l e a s t  thos e  s e r v i n g  in  ro y a l  p o s i t i o n s — l a v i s h  c l o t h e s . “
An a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  p r i s t i n e ,  y o u t h f u l  b e a u ty  i s  
t h e  d e l i c a c v ,  p u r i t v ,  and u n s u l l i e d  c h a r a c t e r  of  f u l l - f l o w e r  woman­
hood— a s e n s e  of s p e c i a l  ness  which may be r e l a t e d  to  t h e  s i m i l a r  Ara­
b i c  r o o t  b t l  meaning “ cu t  o f f ,  s e p a r a t e . "  The s p o i l a g e  o f  t h i s  p r i s ­
t i n e  p u r i t y  has s o c i a l  con seau ences  f o r  h e r  f a t h e r  and i s  a s p e c i a l  
t r a g e d y . 3
Thus a B, young and a t  h e r  pr ime in  ap p e a ra n c e  and sexua l  
a t t r a c t i v e n e s s ,  i s  v u l n e r a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  to sexua l  v i o l a t i o n ,  i n ­
s u l t s ,  and even d e a t h .  Waywardness i s  a problem as i s  p r o m i s c u i t y ;  
ex p o s u r e  o f  h e r  body i s  a h o r r o r ,  and she  may be abused l i k e  a
lM. T s e v a t ,  " n ^ i n Z L "  TOOT ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  2: 341-343;  t h e  a r t i c l e  
e x p r e s s e s  th e  a u t h o r ' s  puzzlement  t h a t  B can be so g l i b l y  und er s to od  
w i t h  t h e  s i n g u l a r  meaning " v i r g i n . "  The p a i r a p p e a r s  to 
make up a s o c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e  group in  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l ;  one should  
n o t  d e s c r i b e  them as a " c l a s s . "
^Gen 24 :16;  2 Sam 13:2;  1 Kgs 1:2; E s th  2 : 2 ,  3, 17: Amos 8 :1 3 ;  
Ju d g  11:37; J e r  31:13;  2 :32;  2 Sam 13 :18 .
3Deut 22 :14-28;  Lam 1: 15 ,  18; 2 :1 0 ,  13.
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con cub ine .*  The y o u t h f u l  v i g o r  and s e n s i t i v e  emot ions  o f  a  B make 
h e r  happy and j o y o u s  or a g r e a t  mourner .  Perhaps  t h e s e  n o t i c e s  o n ly  
show t h e  n a t u r a l  ext remes o f  y o u t h f u l n e s s  i n  i t s  p h y s i c a l l y  powerfu l  
s p o n t a n e i t y .
The f r eq u en c y  w i th  which B i s  c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  m a t t e r s  which
imply m a r r i a g e  i s  im p o r t a n t .  She i s  s e x u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  and evokes
l u s t  i n  young men. She h e r s e l f  l o n g s  f o r  a husband or  to  be  a b r i d e ;
she i s  s e x u a l l y  d e s i r o u s  so as to  be tempted a t  t im e s  to  p r o s t i t u t i o n
■7
o r  to f l a u n t  the  sex u a l  power o f  h e r  b r e a s t s . ” One pa s sa g e  s e t s  t h e
m a r r i a g e  o f  a B i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  f l o u r i s h i n g ,  s u c c e s s ,
3
and h a p p i n e s s .  S t i l l ,  t o  be a B does  n o t  no rm a l ly  i n c l u d e  m a r r i a g e  
as su ch  o r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ;  t h e  concep t  a s  a whole r a t h e r  
I m p l i e s  a l l  t h i s  as  h e r  normal  and happy i s s u e .
The n o t i o n  of y o u t h f u l  p r i s t i n e  p u r i t y  a l s o  a p p e a r s  in  the  
m a r r i a g e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  Lev 21 :13  f o r  p r i e s t s  who may m ar r y  o n l y  a B, 
no t  a d i v o r c e e ,  a widow, o r  a p r o s t i t u t e ,  l e s t  th ey  d e f i l e  t h e i r  o f f ­
s p r i n g .  S ev e ra l  l e g a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  co n c e rn in g  m a r r i a g e  problems
assume t h i s  same th o u g h t .
From t h i s  b r i e f  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c o n n o t a t l o n a l  f i e l d  o f  B i n  the
Hebrew B i b l e ,  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  t o  mourn the  B o f  J e p h t h a h ' s
d a u g h t e r  s imply  means to  mourn the  t r a g i c  s p o i l a g e  o f  h e r  t o t a l  
promise  as  a young woman, and e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a w i f e  and m o th e r ,  s i n c e  
th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e s e  s o u l - d e s i r e s  i s  one di m en s ion  o f  t h e  ho p e f u l
*2 Kgs 19:21; J e r  3 1 :2 1 ;  Deut 22:20;  I s a  47: 1; Judg 19:24 .
2Job 31:1;  J e r  2 :3 2 ;  Ezek 2 3 :3 ,  8.
2I s a  6 2 : 5 .
4
Deut 22; Lev 2 1 :4 .
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m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  th e  Hebrew B i b l e ' s  co n c e p t i o n  of  c r e a t i o n  a s  iT f !  WDJ 
— t h a t  kind of  i n n e r  power i n  a l l  o f  c r e a t i o n  which an im a tes  i t  and 
makes i t  s t r i v e  fo r  i t s  f u l l e s t  u n f o l d i n g  and f u l f i l l m e n t .  The 
mourning and l a m e n t a t i o n  scenes  where B a p p e a r s  show how t r a g i c  was 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  s p o i l a g e  o f  t h i s  y o u th fu l  promise  ( p r o p h e t s  and 
L a m e n t a t i o n s ) .  Much o f  t h i s  c i r c l e  o f  c o n n o t a t i o n s  i s  v i s i b l e  or
c
impl ied  in  Bergmann and R i n g g r e n ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  Anat i n  t h e  
U g a r i t i c  t e x t s :
£
O b v io u s ly ,  Anat i s  not  a v i r g i n  in th e  modern sense  o f  th e  
word,  s i n c e  she has  sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e  r e p e a t e d l y .  E i t h e r  t h i s  
e p i t h e t  em phasi zes  h e r  unchang eable  youth  and b ea u ty  o r  i t  means 
t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of  e v e r y t h i n g  she  has no c h i l d r e n .  H i l l e r s  empha­
s i z e s  t h a t  t h e  v i r g i n  cAnat i s  th e  mourner par  e x c e l l e n c e .
The a t t e n t i o n  of  t h e  mourning women i s  on t h e  n o n - f u l f i l l m e n t
o f  h e r  y o u t h f u l  n e s s , e s p e c i a l l y  h e r  m a r r i a g e a b i l i t y  and f e r t i l i t y .
When th e  t e x t  e x p l i c i t l y  adds t h a t  "she  d id  no t  know a man ( v s .
3 9 c ) , "  i t  e x p r e s s e s  i n  a c o n c r e t e  way th e  n e g a t i o n  o f  h e r  y o u t h f u l
p o t e n t i a l .  But t h i s  i s  to  be viewed as h e r  s i d e  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s
t r a g e d y .  When h i s  lament  and h e r  mourners '  lament  a r e  put  s i d e  by
s i d e ,  and h e r  p e r son  as B i s  und e r s to o d  in t h e  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n
s e n s e ,  t h e  meaning o f  bo th  la m en t s  c o a l e s c e s :  he l o s e s  h i s  on ly  c h i ld
and house ,  and she  d i e s  w i t h o u t  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h e r  young womanhood.
Thus t h e  meaning of t h e  s t o r y  i s  t h e  f a l l  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  house— the
end of  h i s  l i n e  and r u l e .  C l e a r l y  h i s  l am en t  im p l i e s  t h a t  he (and
1J .  Bergman and H. R i n g g r e n ,  " TDOT ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,
2 :339-3 40 ;  f o r  " t h e  v i r g i n  Anat" i n  th e  U g a r i t i c  m a t e r i a l ,  s ee  
DeMoor, UF_ 1 (1969) :2 24 ;  D. H i l l e r s ,  L a m e n t a t i o n s . The Anchor B ib le  
(Garden C i t y ,  N.Y.:  Doubleday,  19 7 2 ) ,  p .  21; B. L a n d s b e r g e r ,  "Jung-  
f r a u l i g k e i t :  e i n  B e i t r a g  zum Thema ' B e i l a g e r  und E h e s c h l i e s s u n g , '  " 
i n  Svmbolae i u r i d i c a e  (L e id en :  B r i l l ,  1968 ) ,  2 :41 -1 05 ;  G. Wenham,
" B e tu l a h ,  'A G i r l  of  M a r r i a g e a b le  Age, ' "  VT_ 22 (1 9 7 2 ) :3 2 6 - 3 4 8 .  J .  J .  
F i n k e l s t e i n ,  "Sex O f f en se s  in Sumerian Laws," JAOS 86 (1966) :  355-372 .
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Che e d i t o r  o f  che s t o r i e s  in  J u d g es? )  wanted to  s e e  h i s  r u l e  ex ten d ed  
through h i s  f a m i l y ,  a d e s i r e  which may s u g g e s t  t r a n s i t i o n  from 
c h a r i s m a t ic  t o  d y n a s t i c  r u l e .
He must  b e a r  the  d i s h o n o r  of  a dead f am i ly  l i n e .  I t  i s  t h e  
same d i s h o n o r  f e l t  by Abraham a s  a p a t r i c i a n  v i c t o r i o u s  i n  war (Gen 
14) ,  bu t  c h i l d l e s s  (Gen 1 5 ) ,  and by King K e r e t  in  the  U g a r i t i c  leg ­
en d s ,  whose ag o n i e s  o v e r  c h i l d l e s s n e s s  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  legend 
named f o r  h im.^ Any f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  be ing  head of G i lead  or 
of  a g ran d  m i l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  ove r  Ammon beyond tem pora ry  l o c a l  r u l e  
a r e  t h e r e b y  d en ied  him. Tragedy h a s  smothered e v e r y t h i n g .
C o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  10;17—11;11
I t  has  a l r e a d y  been  noted in  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  above t h a t  t h i s  
p e r i c o p e  f u n c t i o n s  as a s e q u e l  to t h a t  of  1 0 : 1 7 -1 1 : 1 1 .  The o ld e r  
l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  (Budde,  Moore,  Burney) assumed c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  the  
two s t o r i e s  were r e l a t e d ,  bu t  i n c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  th ey  were  o r i g i n a l l y  
j o i n e d  and t h a t  t h e i r  m arg in s  have been s e r i o u s l y  d i s t u r b e d  in the  
s e p a r a t i o n - e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  t e n s i o n s  and i n c o n s i s ­
t e n c i e s  a t  t h e  margins  e s p e c i a l l y .  The r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  above 
t en d s  to f a v o r  t h e  i d ea  t h a t  th ey  were n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  j o i n e d ,  bu t  
t h a t  t h e y  a t  l e a s t  now h a v e  a p a i r e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  each  o t h e r .
^Burney,  J u d g e s , p .  324, s e n s e s  " t h e  p e c u l i a r  h o r r o r  of  t h e  
Hebrew women a t  a c h i l d l e s s  d e a t h — d e s c en d in g  w i t h  no b r i d a l  f e s t i v ­
i t y ,  w i t h  no n u p t i a l  t o r c h e s ,  t o  t h e  d a r k  chambers o f  t h e  g r a v e  as 
A n t ig o n e . "  Thi s  meaning i s  a l s o  s ee n  by T h a t c h e r ,  p.  114; E. R u s t ,  
J u d g e s ,  R u t h ,  Sam ue l . Layman's B i b l e  Commentary, v o l .  6 (Richmond: 
John Knox P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  51; C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s , p .  148. But many 
commenta tors  seem u n s u r e  o f  e x a c t l y  what th e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  t a l e  i s .  
Bol ing h i n t s  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  i t  i s  J e p h t h a h ' s  h e r o i c  f a i t h f u l n e s s  to  
h i s  vow ( J u d g e s . p .  210) ;  t h i s  i s  c l e a r l y  a m o t i f  i n  t h e  t a l e ,  b u t  i t  
does  no t  e x p l a i n  e i t h e r  h i s  e j a c u l a t i o n s  i n  v s .  35 ,  o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  to h e r  " v i r g i n i t y ” in  v s s .  37-40.
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Ge n e ra l  S t r u c t u r a l  S i m i l a r i t i e s
1. The two p e r i c o p a e  c o r r e l a t e  as  t h e  two h a l v e s  o f  a r i s e -  
f a l l  schema.  The f i r s t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  Ri se  in pow­
er  and honor to h e a d s h ip  ove r  G i l e a d ;  th e  second th e  t r a g i c  l o s s  o f  
honor  and power,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  h i s  f a m i ly  c o n t i n u i t y .
2. In th e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  two,  the  Ammonite war i s  s e t  i n  mo­
t i o n ,  bu t  l e f t  u n r e s o lv e d ;  i n  the  s eq u e l  the  war i s  co nc lu ded  in
v i c t o r y  th ro u g h  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  s e i z u r e  of J e p h t h a h  by the  S p i r i t .
3.  In both  p e r i c o p a e ,  t h e  " h o u se” i s  a c o n t i n u o u s  m o t i f ,  sus­
pended f o r  a moment,  however ,  by th e  i n t e r v e n i n g  D ip lo m a t ic  Speech;
i n  both  t h e r e  i s  c o n f l i c t  w i t h i n  th e  " h o u se . "  In  th e  former the  con­
f l i c t  i s  between J e p h t h a h  and t h e  b r o t h e r s / e l d e r s ;  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  i t  
i s  between J e p h t h a h  and h i s  d a u g h t e r .  With both  t h e r e  i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  
however,  so t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  must be r e c o g n ize d  as  h av ing  had in d e ­
penden t  e x i s t e n c e ,  i . e . ,  t h e y  were always two com ple te  s t o r i e s .
4.  Both o f  t h e s e  p e r i c o p a e  have l e g a l  i n t e r e s t s .  In the  
f o r m e r ,  J e p h t h a h  e n t e r s  t r e a t y  w i t h  th e  e l d e r s ;  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  he i s  
bound by h i s  own vow which has  a form i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h a t  o f  the  
o a t h .
5. The g r o s s  s t r u c t u r a l  p a t t e r n  i s  t h e  same: bo th  have c l e a r  
matching i n c l u s i o s  w i t h  a w e l l - d e f i n e d  n a r r a t i v e  c e n t e r .  Both use 
s t r o p h i c  p r o g r e s s i o n  w i th  m at ch ing  s u b j e c t  f o c i  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  th e  
c e n t e r / c l i m a x .  They d i f f e r  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r ,  however ,  t h a t  the  
f i r s t  s t o r y  u s e s  a s t r i c t e r  chiasmus w i th  a c l o s e  s e q u e n t i a l  matching 
p a t t e r n  i n  th e  s t r o p h e s  moving toward and away from t h e  c e n t e r ;  th e  
second has m at ch ing c o l a ,  bu t  t h e y  run in  a r e p e t i t i v e  s t y l e ,  a s  has 
been n o t e d .
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Someone o r  some usage p a t t e r n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  has  been a c t i v e  in 
c o n s t r a i n i n g  t h e  l i k e n e s s e s  o f  t h e s e  two p e r i c o p a e  to each o t h e r ,  
though n o t  w i th  mechan ical  p r e c i s i o n .  The f i r s t  i s  s l i g h t l y  l o n g e r ,  
the  second somewhat s h o r t e r ;  the  second does  not  have a u i t e  t h e  b a l ­
ance  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n  s t r o p h i c  c o l a . ^
R h e t o r i c a l  C o r r e l a t i o n s :  I n c l u s i o s
1. There  i s  an i n r l u s i o  o f  f i n O -1 i n  11:1 and 11: 4 0 a .
I t  was shown above ,  however,  t h a t  11:1 i s  now i n t r u s i v e  i n  i t s  po­
s i t i o n  in  t h a t  i t  b reak s  the  s t r o p h i c  f low o f  th e  p e r i c o p e .  Two pos­
s i b i l i t i e s  were s u g g e s t e d :  ( a )  I t  has been added where i t  now i s ,  in  
o r d e r  to  make c l e a r  who i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  s t o r y ;  o r  ( b) i t  might  
have s tood nea r  t h e  b e g in n in g  of  i t s  p e r i c o p e ,  b e f o r e  th e  b eg in n in g  
s t r o p h e s  were r e a r r a n g e d  and reused in  1 0 :6 -1 6 .  Thi s  a n a l y s i s  and 
i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  were a r r i v e d  a t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  th e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s
now und er  d i s c u s s i o n .  The p r e s e n t  a n a l y s i s  f a v o r s  the  l a t t e r  of  the
two p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  One may only  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  11:1 has su rv iv ed  
th e  e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s  and was p laced  in i t s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  the  
e d i t o r  had r e a r r a n g e d  th e  op ening s t r o p h e s  in  t h e i r  new p o s i t i o n  in  
10:6 -16  as  he wished f o r  h i s  p u rp o s e .
R e c o g n i t i o n  of a r h e t o r i c a l  i n c l u s i o  he r e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  e i t h e r  
( a )  th e  two n a r r a t i v e s  were o r i g i n a l l y  one ,  o r  ( b) th e  second p e r i c ­
ope has been shaped by a n o t h e r  ( t h e  f i r s t ? )  p e r i c o p e .  The l a t t e r
p o s s i b i l i t y  seems more p l a u s i b l e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  whole p i c t u r e .  But
N. G o t tw a ld ,  The Hebrew B i b l e :  A S o c i o - L i t e r a r y  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  1985) ,  pp .  252 -253,  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  v a r -  
i e t y  o f  p r o p o r t i o n s  i n  n a r r a t i v e / p o e t r y  seg m en ts ,  o f  which r e c e n t  
r h e t o r i c a l - c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s  have become aware;  c f .  D. F. Murrav,  
" N a r r a t i v e  S t r u c t u r e  and Technique in  t h e  Deborah and Barak S t o r v , "  
SVT, no.  30 (1 9 7 0 ) :1 5 5 - 1 8 9 .
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t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  shou ld  n o t  be t ak en  to  imply t h a t  t h e  two s t o r i e s  
could  no t  have r e c i p r o c a l l y  shaped each o t h e r  i n  o t h e r  s t r o p h e s  or  
c o l a ;  t h e  sh ap ing  p ro c e s s  could  have a l s o  worked in  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c ­
t i o n ,  i . e . ,  back upon t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  in  a p a i r  o r  s e r i e s .
2 .  There  i s  a  p ro b a b le  i n c l u s i o  o f  FlJV',  s i n c e  th e  word,  to ­
g e t h e r  w i th  s p e c i f i c  t ime i n d i c a t i o n s ,  ap p e a r s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t he  R ise  p e r i c o p e ,  and a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  J e p h t h a h ' s  Daughter  p e r i c ­
ope; t h e  i n c l u s i o  i s  c l e a r l y  one of  t ime i n t e r e s t s  and,  i f  c o r r e c t l y  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  i s  not  v e r y  h i g h l y  p o l i s h e d .
3. There  i s  a l s o  a p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o  wi th  V~1— " f r i e n d ,  
n e i g h b o r . "  This  co ncep t  a l s o  o c c u r s  n e a r  t h e  b eg in n in g  o f  the  R ise
s t o r y  and a t  t h e  end of  t h e  Daugh te r  s t o r y  ( 1 0 :1 8 ;  11 :37b,  d ) .
R h e t o r i c a l  C o r r e l a t i o n s :  Sequencing P a t t e r n s
There  a r e  some c l e a r  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  sequence of 
words ,  i d e a s ,  and co ncep t s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  f low of  t h o u g h t .
1. The l ead  s t r o p h e s  o f  both  s t o r i e s  u s e T T i y .
2.  There i s  r e p e t i t i o n  of Gi lead and Mizpah in  th e  opening 
s t r o p h e s  ( 1 0 : 8  as  r e c o n s t r u c t e d ;  1 1 :2 9 ) .
3.  The opening s t r o p h e  o f  11:29-40 i s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  NIanasseh; 
10 :9  (a s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d )  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  in  Ephraim.  I t  i s  pos­
s i b l e ,  as  s u g g es t ed  by Burney,  t h a t  11:29 might  a l s o  have o r i g i n a l l y  
c o n ta in e d  a r e f e r e n c e  to  Ephraim;^ t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  made on grounds  
indep en den t  o f  the  r h e t o r i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  though i t  
remains  s p e c u l a t i v e .
4 .  There  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  uses  of"J^?n toward the  end of  each
^Burney,  J u d g e s . p .  319.
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p e r ic o p e ;  how ever ,  i t s  employment i s  more p r o fu se  in  the  Daughter  
p e r ic o p e  ( c f .  11:11 a ) .
5. . T i / y  i s  used a t  the  p o i n t  o f  t e n s i o n  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  the  
f i n a l  s t r o p h e s  o f  bo th  n a r r a t i v e s .
6. In the  f i n a l  s t r o p h e s  o f  b o th  p e r i c o p a e  t h e r e  i s  concen­
t r a t e d  v e r b a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  In  the  R i se  p e r i c o p e  t h e  conc lu ­
s i o n  r e p o r t s  J e p h t h a h  r e h e a s i n g  h i s  '’words" b e f o r e  Yahweh a t  Mizpah 
C l l i i O —11 — s e v e r a l  u ses  o f  “lH'T);  i n  th e  Daughte r  p e r i c o p e  t h i s  v e r ­
b a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  I s  e x p r e s s e d  by p f l  and th e  p a r t i c i p l e
— to  r e t e l l  t h e  s t o r y .
7.  In th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  bo th  p e r i c o p a e ,  t h e  rP J L a l o n g  wi th  
t he  war and g e o g r a p h i c a l  n o t i c e s  i s  a m o t i f . ^  When th e  R ise  and Vow 
p e r i c o p a e  a r e  s e t  n e x t  to each o t h e r ,  t h e  c o nc e rn  f o r  l i n e a g e / l e a d ­
e r s h i p  m a t t e r s  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  dominant  in  t h e  s t o r i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  
c e n t e r / c l i m a x  i s  r e a c h e d .  But t h e  meaning of  " h o u s e ” o s c i l l a t e s  
between fa m i ly  and b u i l d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  may be n a t u r a l  o r  d e l i b ­
e r a t e .  The two s t o r i e s  t o g e t h e r  c r e a t e  the  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  J e p h t h a h  
was t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  ( v s .  g e n e a l o g i c a l )  c o n t i n u e r  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
"house"  (= " c l a n " ) , but  b ecause  o f  d i s i n h e r i t a n c e  he must l i v e  in  
a n o t h e r  "house"  (» " b u i l d i n g " ) .  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  c o n j e c t u r e  
t h a t  as  a c h a r i s m a t i c  d e l i v e r e r  f u l f i l l i n g  a t r e a t y  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h ­
e r s / e l d e r s ,  he has  a c t u a l l y  r e g a i n e d  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p a t r i c i a n  
house ( b u i l d i n g )  a t  Mizpah.
8. I f  t h i s  c o m bina t ion  of  m o t i f s  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  
f i r s t  h a l f  o f  b o th  n a r r a t i v e s ,  then  th e  second h a l f  o f  b o th  i s
*That  t h i s  i s  so i s  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  by 1 2 : lb  where the 
E p h r a im i t e s  t h r e a t e n  to  b u rn  down h i s  house w i t h  f i r e .
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s t r u c t u r e d  by a c o n t i n u o u s  seq u en ce  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s ce nes  u s i n g  
~\OX  c o n s t a n t l y  f o r  the  d i a l o g u e ;  t h i s  ver b  dom in a te s  t h e  second 
h a l f  o f  bot h  s t o r i e s  up t o ,  b u t  n o t  beyond th e  use  o f  t h e  f i n a l i z i n g  
nwtywhich marks t h e  e n d - p o i n t  in  the  f low o f  t h e  a c t i o n  and d i a l o g u e .
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  once  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  each  o f  t h e  two n a r ­
r a t i v e s  i s  r e c o g n i z e d ,  f u r t h e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  mu tual  r e l a t i o n s  
i s  p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a p a i r  and in t e n d e d  to 
complement each o t h e r ,  i . e . ,  t h e y  s t a n d  i n  a f r am in g  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  
D i p l o m a t i c  S p e e c h , a s  i s  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
t h r e e  p e r i c o p a e .  Th is  may b e  s imply  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  a d iagra m as f o l ­
lows .
1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :1 1  11:29-40
C o n c l u s i o n
The t e n t a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e ached  e a r l i e r  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  and 
more p r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e d .  The i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e  i s  to  n a r r a t e  
the  demise o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  house throu gh  t h e  t r a g i c  human s a c r i f i c e  of  
h i s  d a u g h t e r .  T h i s  event  was r e q u i r e d  by t h e  l e g a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  a 
vow made c a l c u l a t e d l y  toward a male s a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e  emergency co n d i ­
t i o n s  o f  t h e  Ammonite s t r u g g l e .  What J e p h t h a h  d id  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  
was t h a t  the  s a c r i f i c e  would be h i s  d a u g h t e r .  Her d e a t h  i s  i n t e r ­
p r e t e d  by J e p h t h a h  a t  t h e  c l i m a x / c e n t e r  by f o u r  v e r b a l  e j a c u l a t i o n s ,  
t h e  s u b s t a n c e  of  which i s  h i s  demise;  i t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r p r e t e d  by t h e  
n o t i c e s  o f  mourning fo r  h e r  " v i r g i n i t y , "  wh ich ,  when u n d e r s to o d  in  
i t s  l a r g e r  s e n s e ,  means t h e  f u l l - f l o w e r  of  h e r  young womanhood and 
th e  t r a g e d y  o f  i t s  n o n - f r u i t i o n  in  o f f s p r i n g .  She d i e s  w i t h o u t
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m a r r i a g e  or  c h i l d r e n ,  and in h e r  d e a t h  J e p h t h a h ' s  "house"  d i e s  as 
w e l l .  The demise  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  house means t h a t  h i s  house  canno t  
c o n t i n u e  h i s  r u l e  beyond h i s  own l i f e  s i n c e  he had no o t h e r  son o r  
d a u g h t e r ,  a s  th e  t e x t  e m p h a t i c a l l y  s p e c i f i e s .  Thus h i s  s i n g u l a r  
h ea d s h ip  of G i l e a d  ( a l l  f u n c t i o n s — a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and 
m i l i t a r y )  cannot  e s t a b l i s h  any permanent r u l e  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  the 
r e g i o n .  Some f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  a b o r te d  r i s e  to  power fo r  
the  view of  k i n g s h i p  i n  J udges  3 r e  exp lo re d in  the  c o n c lu d in g  chap­
t e r .
F i n a l l y ,  w i t h  t h i s  i n t e n t i o n  in  the D aughte r  p e r i c o p e ,  th e  two 
p e r i c o p a e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  Di p lom at ic  Speech a r e  a r h e t o r i c a l  
and them a t i c  p a i r .  S in ce  th ey  c o r r e l a t e  w i th  ea ch  o t h e r  i n t e n t i o n ­
a l l y  as  the  two r e s p e c t i v e  h a l v e s  of  a r i s e - f a l l  schema, th ey  have a 
b r a c k e t i n g  f u n c t i o n  in  r e l a t i o n  to  the  D ip lo m a t ic  Speec h .  The Speech 
I s  t h e r e b y  g iv e n  the  s t a t u s  o f  a c e n t e r  in  i t s  own r i g h t .  I t  now be­
comes p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  t h i n k  o f  a " c y c l e "  o f  J e p h t h a h  s t o r i e s  
in  th e  sense  t h a t  11:12-28 i s  t h e  c e n t e r  and i s  framed by two halve s  
which move th ro ugh  a s t r u c t u r a l l y  s i m i l a r  n a r r a t i v e  p a t t e r n .  This 
d e s c r i p t i o n  r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t i o n s  of  whe the r  o r  no t  (1) t h e  o t h e r  two 
(b e g in n in g  and end ing)  J e p h t h a h  p e r i c o p a e  were c o r r e l a t e d ,  and
(2) whether t h e s e  n a r r a t i v e  f rames  around th e  D ip lo m a t ic  Speech i n  
the  c e n t e r  a r e  n o t  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  c o m p o s i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  o f  th e  whole book of  J u d g e s .  I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  th en  the  s t r u c ­
t u r e  o f  J u d g e s  has  been m i su n d e r s to o d  fo r  a lon g t i m e .  The next  
p e r i c o p e  f i l l s  in  some f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTER VI
JEPHTHAH AND THE EPHRAIMITES ( 1 2 : 1 - 6 )
To th e  f i r s t  fou r  Jephthah/Ammoni te  p e r i c o p a e  i s  added a f i n a l  
one on J e p h t h a h  and Ephraim,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  s t i l l  o r i e n t e d  to t h e  
Ammonite war .  One may view i t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  the  
Ammonite v i c t o r y .
Text  C r i t i c a l  Problems 
Two t e x t u a l  problems a f f e c t  t h e  w ord ing ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  and 
i n t e n t i o n  o f  the  p e r i c o p e .
F i r s t ,  t h e  LXXA*'j old L a t i n ,  and H e x a p l a r i c  S v r i a c  add 
CTiittfvawv !*.&( or  e a u i v a l e n t )  i n  12:2 between ji^JV and making t h e  
l a s t  c l a u s e  a p a r a t a x i s .  Presumably  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  an e a r l i e r  Heb­
rew ’l - D y  so t h a t  th e  e a r l i e r  form o f  th e  Hebrew t e x t  would per haps  
have re ad  "TX£ '\H1.y — "and the  sons  o f  Ammon o p p re s sed  me ex­
c e e d i n g l y . "  Bol ing a c c e p t s  t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  
word was l o s t  by h a p lo g r a p h y  a f t e r  "jJOy.  * The r e s t o r a t i o n  has been 
shown i n  the  t e x t  e x h i b i t  s u p p l i e d  in  F ig .  6 .
S econd ly ,  c e r t a i n  LXX m a n u s c r i p t s  omi t  a p o r t i o n  o f  th e  second
h a l f  o f  v s .  4 ( v s .  4c in  F ig .  6; LXX 54, 59, 82,  106, 108, 128,
2
13 4) .  The S y r i a c  has  a s t e r i s k e d  the  second p a r t  o f  th e  second h a l f  
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , p.  212.
^Moore,  d .  308; Budde,  R i c h t e r , p .  89 c i t i n g  Moore.
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of  t h e  v e r s e  as  a H e x a p l a r i c  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  LXX ( i . e . ,  b eg inn ing
w ith 'O n X  a f t e r  ) .  Moore f e l t  c o n f i d e n t  in  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  v s .
5a (5b in  F ig .  6) had s u p p l i e d  to  v s .  4b (4c  in F ig .  6)  th e  wording
m a x  ■’ o ’ Va  by t r a n s c r i p t i o n a l  d i t t o g r a p h y ,  bu t  noted
t h a t  the  o r i g i n  o f  " th e  r e s t  o f  v s .  4b is  no t  so o b v i o u s . ” * Burney,
fo l l o w i n g  Moore, a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  v s .  4b (4c  in  F ig .  6)  t o
a s c r i b a l  " a ssumpt ion t h a t  the  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  v e r b - n ^ V  r e f e r s  back
to  'E ph ra im '  p r e c e d i n g ,  and t h a t  t h e  words  ' f u g i t i v e s  of Ephraim'
2
form th e  commencement o f  what the  E p h r a i m i t e s  s a i d . "  From h e r e ,  he 
t h o u g h t ,  " th e  s e n t e n c e  has been c o n j e c t u r a l l y  f i l l e d  o u t  as we f i n d  
i t  i n  t h e  MT."3 T h i s  argument  i s  c o n v i n c i n g ,  bu t  one must s t i l l  be 
c a u t i o u s  s i n c e  t h e  MS ev idence  i s  n o t  ove rwhelm ingly  s t r o n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e  l i n e .  The t e x t  e x h i b i t  below shows i t  i n  b r a c k e t s ;  i t  w i l l  not 
be c o n s id e r e d  as i n t e g r a l  to t h e  t e x t .
Sour ce s  o f  t h e  P e r i c o p e
The p o r t i o n  e x h i b i t s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  words and p h r a s e s  found
e a r l i e r  in  th e  J ep h th a h  s t o r i e s  as we l l  as i n  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  of 
4
J u d g e s .
*Vs. 4c  in F ig .  6,  Moore, p .  308.
2
Burney,  J u d g e s , p.  32 7.
3I b i d .
4
R i c h t e r ,  ' U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp.  521-522,  q u i t e  e m p h a t i c a l l y :  
" D ie s e r  A b s c h n i t t  h a t  denkba r  wenig E i g e n g u t ,  so d a s s  es unwahr- 
s c h e i n l i c h  i s t ,  d a s s  e r  um s e i n e r  s e l b s t  w i l l e n  g e f o rm t  worden i s t .  
Sein Z i e l  wird  es a l s o  s e i n ,  mi t  H i l f e  w e i t e r  g i l e a d i t i s c h e r  T r a d i ­
t i o n  d i e  Bedeutung des  J e p h t a h  au s z u w e i t en  und ihn  z u g l e i c h  in  Ver-  
bindung zu den w e s t j o r d a n i s c h e n  Stammen zu s e t z e n . ” Thi s  i s  c e r ­
t a i n l y  p a r t  of  the  purpose  of t h i s  m a t e r i a l , but  more i s  s a id  about  
i t  be low.
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r m a *  i o u m  d m e k  b ’x  p u s m  a  
l inu » m  ari7n7 mau u n n  n ra’3 n r x ’ i 
i n /  m m  rxir» x3 i m
KX3 1 ’ 3U  T i m  i n ’ a
ixn ( miju) unu M3i ’ran ’ rx ’ri” n 3H mx an’Tx ruiD’ nrx’ i2 b
□ i’n ’nix cirumn x3i dttx p u t x i  
mmn u ’x ’3 rx ix r
'3 3 3  'W SJ n n ’ EX l 
’ i ’ 3  n i n ’ a j n n  i i r u  ’ n  3x  m 3 u x i
'3 □n‘77t7 mn ai'n ’3x nn’7u nrfii c 
nnaK rx on3’ i n/73 ’mx 33 rx nns' v3P't^ a ’
□ H E X  iX  11/73 ’KMX 13 ’ 1
[pkiim u rn  o’ien u r a  iu7j djx o n rx  ’U’73 nrx  ’3]
□’13x7 n i ’n n n 3 u n  rx 11/73 i 3 7 ’ i 5
m 3ix a n i x  ’U’73 n r x ’ ’3 n ’m  b ' 
x3 i r x ’ i nrx ’mown iu3a ’kmx 13 n r x ’ i.
rf73t!i «i i rx  17 n r x ’ £
13 7317 1’3’ X3l rt73D 71X’ l 
m ’n m i3un 3x lniintu’ i m ix  l i t x ’ i
t7X O’ lKJl 3 ’U37X 3’13xn x ’nil fU3 7D’ l c '
F i g .  6 a .  R h e t o r i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  Hebrew t e x t  o f  Ju d g  1 2 : 1 - 6
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A The men o f  Ephraim were c a l l e d  to  arms, and they crossed  to  Zaphon 
and sa id  to  Jeph thah ,  "Why did  you c r o s s  over to  f l q h t  a q a ln s t  the 
Ammonites, 
and d id  not c a l l  us to  qo with you?
We w i l l  burn your house over you with f i r e . "
B ^And Jephthah sa id  to  them, "T and my people  had a q r e a t  feud 
with the  Ammonites; 
and when I c a l l e d  you, you d id  not d e l i v e r  me from t h e i r  hand.
And when I saw t h a t  you would no t  d e l i v e r  me,
I took my l i f e  in  my hand,
and c ro s se d  over a q a in s t  th e  Ammonites, and the  LORD qave them 
in to  my hand;
C why then  have you come up to  me t n i s  day, to  f l q h t  a q a ln s t  me?"
ti
A' Then Jephthah qa the red  a l l  the  men o f  Gilead and fouqht with Ephraim;
and th e  men o f  Gilead smote Ephraim, because they  s a i d ,  "You a re
f u q l t l v e s  o f  Ephraim, you G i l e a d i t e s ,  in th e  m idst  o f  Ephraim 
and Hanasseh."
And th e  G i l e a d i t e s  took th e  fo rd s  o f  the  Jordan a q a in s t  the  E p h ra lm ite s .
B 1 And when any o f  the  f u q i t i v e s  o f  Ephraim s a i d ,  "Let me qo over ,"
th e  men o f  Gilead sa id  to  him, "Are you an Ephraim lte?"
When he s a i d ,  " t b , "  
they sa id  to him, "Then say S h ib bo le th ,"
and he s a id ,  " S lb b o le th , "  fo r  he could not pronounce i t  r iq h t ;  
then  they se ized  him and slew him a t  the  fo rd s  o f  the  Jordan .
C' And th e r e  f e l l  a t  t h a t  tim e fo r ty - tw o  thousand o f  th e  Ephraimites. 
F lo .  fib. Enqlish  t e x t  o f  Judq 12:1-6 (RSV).
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Echoes o f  t h e  R e t t e r b u c h  
There i s  an echo of  bo th  Judg 8:1 and 7 :24 .  Of n i n e t e e n  words 
o r  p h r a s e s  in  Judg  8 : 1 ,  n in e  a r e  r e p e a t e d  in  12:1 (ITHDX V/^X, y-TT£7, 
■\ i 1? ,  r f m p ,  -jSn.ariV , j i a y  , and a n o t h e r  fo u r  a r e  s u i t a b l e  s u b s t i ­
t u t e s .  7 :24 s u p p l i e s  th e  group t d V ,  ]“r r , p y y , D ' , '7Dx u r x .
T h i s  v o c a b u la ry  about  a c o n t e n t i o u s  Ephraim has  been i n c o r p o r a t e d  in  
12:1-6  so as to  c o n t in u e  the  same m o t i f  from the  e a r l i e r  p a s s a g e s .
I t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  l i e s  more in  t h e  combinat ion  of  words and t h e i r  
f o c u s ,  than on i n d i v i d u a l  words p e r  s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  the  group i s  
m o t i f - o r i e n t e d .  Budde n o tes  t h a t  " c u t t i n g  o f f  a t  t h e  J o rdan  fo r d s "  
i s  echoed in  3 :28  as w e l l  as 7 : 2 4 ,  and t h a t  both  pa s s a g es  use the 
i t e r a t i v e  i m p e r f e c t  ( " f r e q u e n t a t i v e  tem pora "1 ) .
Con nec t ions  wi th  E a r l i e r  J e p h t h a h  P e r i c o p a e  
D e sp i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  p e r i c o p e  f o c u s e s  ( n e g a t i v e l y )  on 
Ephra im,  th e  Ammonites a r e  t h r e e  t imes  a l l u d e d  to in  v s s .  1-3,  thus  
making c l e a r  the  e d i t o r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  co n n e c t i n g  w i th  t h e  p r e c e d i n g .  
In  a d d i t i o n ,  a summary o f  the  Ammonite c o n f l i c t  occup ie s  v s s .  2 - 3 c .  
Here  Jeph thah  speaks  of  h i m s e l f  a s  a n  — a d e s i g n a t i o n  which
sum mar i ly  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n  e f f o r t s  w i th  Ammon.-  The 
f r e q u e n t  use o f  TVV/N a l s o  b inds  t h i s  p e r i c o p e  to  t h e  p r e c e d in g  f o u r
1Budde, R i c h t e r , d . 89; GKC, pp .  331-332.
2
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p.  211,  t r a n s l a t e s  t h i s  " I  was u s in g  d i p l o ­
macy . . ." so as to  make the  r e f e r e n c e  e x c l u s i v e  to the  d i p l o m a t i c  
s peech  o f  11 :12-28;  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  r o o t  r e f e r s  most 
o f  t h e  t ime in  the  Hebrew B ib le  t o  l a w s u i t s  and c o n t e n t i o u s  v e rba l  
ex chan ges .  In ou r  c o n t e x t  some a l lo w an c e  must be made f o r  t h e  two 
war  p e r i c o p a e  framing th e  d i p l o m a t i c  sp eech .  C f . a l s o  BOB, p .  936, 
where Judg 11:25 i s  c i t e d  as an example o f  H"*"? f o r  b o d i l y  s t r u g g l e ,  
b u t  p o s s i b l y  i n c o r r e c t l y ;  Exod 2 1 : 1 8  i s  a  c e r t a i n  example o f  the  
p h y s i c a l  s e n s e .
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by r e p e t i t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  the  s t r i k i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e p h t h a h ' s  
"house"  ( v s .  1 ) ,  the  " d e l i v e r y  formula"  ( v s .  3 c ) ,  the  v e r b i f y ,  and 
th e  w a r - t e rm  □  nV  r e p r e s e n t  l i n k s  w i th  t h e  p r e c e d i n e  p e r i c o p a e . ^  Does 
Ephraim-'s l e t h a r g y  ( v .  2) e x p l a i n  t h e  d e s p e r a t i o n  behind the  vow?
R e l a t i o n  t o  10:6-16
The g r e a t e s t  homogenei ty ,  however,  ap p e a r s  to  be w i th  10 :6 -16  
a f t e r  which t h i s  p e r i c o p e  i s  modeled in  v o c a b u la r y ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  and 
s t y l e .  Th is  co n n e c t i o n  has  been l i t t l e  n o t i c e d .  The c o n n e c t i o n s  
h e r e  do not  argue  f o r  a m echan ical  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  two pe— 
r i c o p a e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  f o r  a h igh d e g r e e  of i m m i t a t i v e  o r  r e p e t i t i v e  
i n t e r e s t ,  even when some words and p h r a s e s  a r e  not  r e a l l y  used i n  
e x a c t l y  t h e  same way. Thi s  o n l y  i l l u s t r a t e s ,  however ,  t h a t  12:1 -6  i s  
a k ind of f r e e  co m p o s i t io n ,  based p a r t l y  on old t r a d i t i o n ,  bu t  p e r ­
haps e n t i r e l y  r e w r i t t e n  and reduced  in  s i z e  to co r re spond  r h e t o r i c a l ­
l y  w i th  1 0 :6 -1 6 .
The f o l l o w in g  a r e  to  be n o t ed :  ( 1 )  use of  th e  p a i r ^ V t ,  pYV in  
c l o s e  p r o x i m i ty  (1 2 :1 ;  10:10,  12, 14; t h i s  i s  a f a v o r i t e  word o f  one 
o r  more o f  t h e  e d i t o r s ) ;  (2 )  use  of C3’ T!3X f o r  c o n t i n u i t y  and i n c l u s ­
i o  i n t e r e s t s  ( 1 2 : 1 - 6  pass im; 1 0 :9 ) ;  (3)  m u l t i p l e  u se  ofi/V/"1 ( 1 2 : 2 ,  3; 
10:12,  13, 14); (4 )  u se  o f  " )3V (12:  1, 3,  5,  6; 1 0 :8 -9 ,  bu t  c f .  11:29,  
32,  as we l l  as 11:17,  18, 19, 20,  and 11 :33) ;  (5 ) "T X£J for  th e  f o r c e  
o f  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  (1 2 :2 ;  10 :9 ) ;  (6)  the  use o f  n y  as a word f o r  t ime
(1 2 :6 ;  10:14) ;  (7)  th e  use o f  W J 3 ] , once f o r  Yahweh (10 :16 )  and once 
f o r  J e p h t h a h  ( 1 2 : 3 ) ;  (8)  the  u se  of  ( 1 2 : 5 ,  6; 10 :8 ,  9,  bu t  c f .
^ R i c h t e r ,  t o o ,  n o t e s  how t h i s  p o r t i o n  t a k e s  though t  and 
v o c a b u la r y  from th e  p r e c e d i n g :  " A l le s  i s t  a l s  Riickblick au f  e i n e n  
Ammoni tekrieg f o r m u l i e r t "  ( " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  p. 5 2 0 ) .
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a l s o  11 :13 ,  22 ) ;  (9 )  t h e  use  o f  HTH □ , n ( 1 2 : 3 ;  10:15 ) ;  (10)  use o f  
t h e  d e l i v e r  fo rmula  o f  | -Ti 3 p lu s  T -* ( 1 0 : 7 ,  12;  1 2 : 2 - 3 ;  b u t  c f .  1 1 : 2 1 ,  
26, 30,  32; t h i s  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  d e l i v e r  fo rmula  o f  t h e  h o ly  war 
v o c a b u la r v ,  used f r e a u e n t l y  i n  Deute ronomy-Judges  bu t  no t  much in  
Numbers ex c e p t  2 1 : 2 ,  26, 34);  and (11)  use  o f  X3 ( 1 2 : 6 ;  10:15,  b u t  c f .  
1 1 : 1 7 - 1 9 ) .
Some s t y l i s t i c  c o n t i n u i t i e s  can a l s o  be s een :  ( I )  use o f  word 
p a i r s  such  as th e  two words f o r  " c r y  o u t , "  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  i d e n t i c a l  
te rms such  a s  t h e  " f o r d s  o f  t h e  J o r d a n , "  and t h e  p a i r  o f  words f o r  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  th e  E p h r a i m i t e s  by th e  men o f  G i lead  ( .  . . •lTnX'*l 
J iuanx / -1); (2)  usage o f  v a r i o u s  te rm s  f o r  o p p r e s s i o n ,  ( 1 2 : 2 — H i y  , 
c f .  10:8 1* a n o t h e r  word p a i r l ,  9— T I S  , 12—  y i A  14—
T 1 ^ ) ;  (3 )  u se  o f  n u m e r i c a l  d a t a  w i th  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  pronouns OCH 
w i th  a word f o r  t im e ,  12 :6;  1 0 : 8 ) ;  (4)  u s e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  pronoun in  
o r d e r  t o  s t r o n g l y  emphasi ze  ( 1 2 : 2 — ’ i V ;  1 2 :5 — flJIX; 10:13—DHV;
10: 15-hWDO.
C e r t a l n l v  n o t  t o  be o v e r lo o k e d  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  10:6-16 f e a ­
t u r e s  a l a w s u i t  form,  w h i l e  i n  12:1-5  J e p h t h a h  a c t u a l l y  u s e s  IL'H as  
a s e l f - d e s i g n a t i o n .  The m idd le  p e r i c o p e  ( 1 1 : 1 2 - 2 8 )  u se s  t h e  term 
a l s o  and e x h i b i t s  i n  i t s e l f  an a c t u a l  “I a s  does  10 :1 1 -1 5 .  Thi s  use 
o f  l e g a l  forms i s  a m o t i f .
T hese  conc ep t  m o t i f s  do not  mean t h a t  t h e  terms a r e  employed 
e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e s e  two p e r i c o p e ;  indeed  t h e y  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h ­
ou t  J u d g es  i n  a few a d d i t i o n a l  o c c u r r e n c e s .  What we a r e  d e a l i n g  wi th  
i s  a compacted use  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  Ju dges  i n  two b r i e f  
p a s s a g e s  made up l a r g e l y  from t h i s  s t o c k  a lo n g  w i t h  some o t h e r  added 
e l e m e n t s .  R i c h t e r ,  in  t h e  same v e i n ,  n o t e s  t h a t  i t  can o n ly  be
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viewed as a c o n s t r u c t  n a r r a t i v e , ^  i . e . ,  b u i l t  up s e c o n d a r i l y  by one 
o f  t h e  e d i t o r s  from o t h e r  a l r e a d y  composed m a t e r i a l s  used e l s ew here  
in  J u d g e s .
S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  P e r i c o p e
R i c h t e r  saw c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e  ( i n  
h i s  v iew,  1 2 : l - 4 a )  v a s  a p i e c e  more t h e o r e t i c a l  and d i s c u r s i v e ,  and 
l a c k i n g  a c t i o n  which i s  s u p p l i e d  by v s s .  5 - 6 ,  where J e p h t h a h ,  how­
e v e r ,  i s  n o t  even m en t io n e d .  There  i s  no b a s i s  f o r  l i t e r a r y  s o u r c e s  
a c c o rd in g  to R i c h t e r ;  the  same t e n s i o n s  can  be ob served  he re  as e l s e ­
where i n  the  J e p h t h a h  s t o r i e s .  There  i s  o n ly  b a s i s  f o r  e d i t o r i a l
2
e l a b o r a t i o n  on a s i n g l e  b a s i c  s t o r y  l i n e .
The t w o - p a r t  d i v i s i o n  between th e  d i s c u r s i v e  and a c t i v e  s t a g e s  
o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e  i s  o b v io u s ;  t h i s  k ind  o f  r e l a t i o n  can be see n  a l r e a d y  
in  t h e  ana logou s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  D ip lo m a t ic  Speech to  th e  Daugh­
t e r  S a c r i f i c e  p e r i c o p a e  which t o g e t h e r  occupy 11 :12 -40 .  J ep h th a h  i s  
f i r s t  th e  " d i p l o m a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r , "  then f i g h t e r  f o r  I s r a e l . ^
Bol ing  fo l lo w s  R i c h t e r  i n  v i ew ing  v s s .  I - 4 a  a s  a u n i t y .  He f i n d s  vs .  
4a to  be an i n c l u s i o  w i t h  v s .  1 by t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  i n  seq uence  of  
J e p h t h a h  . . . Ephraim . . . Ephraim.  T h i s  i s  c o r r e c t  to  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  v s .  4a indeed  has a r e p e t i t i v e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  v s .  1.
However, i t  seems p r e f e r a b l e  to i n t e r p r e t  v s .  4a  a s  th e  f i r s t  
e l em e n t  o f  th e  second p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e .  Th is  v iew i s  encouraged
^ R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  p.  521 .
2 lb  i d . ,  d. 520.
^ B o l in g .  J u d g e s . pp .  210,  213-214,  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h i s  r e p e a t e d  
n e g o t i a t i o n - w a r f a r e  seauence  i s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  i n t e n d e d  by t h e  e d i t o r  
t o  make J e p h t h a h  a p p e a r  as a b e t t e r  j u d g e  th an  any o f  t h e  o t h e r s  
s i n c e  O t h n i e l ;  t h i s  may, in  f a c t ,  be c o r r e c t .
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by th e  f a c t  t h a t  I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w i t h  v s .  4a t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  begins  
fTyi»A ’V/IX . . .nnn1 . I f  t h i s  s im p le  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  R i c h t e r ' s
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d e m a r c a t io n  o f  t h e  two p a r t s  i s  a c c e p t e d ,  then 
t h e  two h a l v e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by v s s .  1-3 and 4-6 ( e l i m i n a t i n g ,  how­
e v e r ,  fo r  t e x t - c r i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  v s .  4 c ) .  P a r t  I I  ( v s s .  4 -6 )  i s  in ­
t ro du ce d  by a s t r o p h e  ( v s .  4a) c o n t a i n i n g  r e p e t i t i v e  l i n k s  w i th  th e  
opening  s t r o p h e  o f  P a r t  I ( v s s .  1 - 3 ) . *  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the 
r h e t o r i c s  i s  embodied in  t h e  t e x t - e x h i b i t  o f  F i g .  6 .  I t  w i l l  be 
c l e a r  t h a t  once t h i s  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the  f u n c t i o n  o f  v s .  4a i s  
ad o p ted ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e  becomes p e r c e p t i b l y  symmetri ­
c a l ,  and i n  a p a t t e r n  c o r r e s p o n d in g  in  i t s  g r o s s  e l em en ts  to  t h a t  o f  
1 0 :6 -1 6 .
The fo l lo w in g  f e a t u r e s  a r e  to  be n o t e d .  ( 1 )  In  the  opening 
s t r o p h e s  o f  bo th  p a r t s  t h e r e  i s  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  name, o f  
W", X/'WJX fo l lowed by e i t h e r  Ephraim o r  Gi lead  so t h a t  the  com batan ts  
a r e  p a i r e d  (Ephraim,  v s s .  l a ,  5a;  G i l e a d  v s s .  4 a ,  4b ,  5 a ,  b u t  d i s t r i ­
b u t i o n  i s  uneven and onlv  r o u g h l v  n u m e r i c a l l y  d e t e r m in e d ,  s u g g e s t i n g  
modest  p a t t e r n i n g  i n t e r e s t s  o n l y ) , and o f  nni>. The two opening 
s t r o p h e s  a l s o  have p a r a l l e l  o p p o s i t e s  i n  t h e i r  c l i m a c t i c  l i n e s :  t h e  
men o f  Ephraim t h r e a t e n  v i o l e n c e  on J e p h t h a h ’ s house ( v s .  I d ) ;  Jeph­
th ah  c a p t u r e s  the  " f o r d s  o f  t h e  J o r d a n ” from Ephraim.  The two 
s t r o p h e s  conc lu de  wi th  p a i r e d  n o t e s  o f  f o r c e  o r  v i o l e n c e .  (2 )  The 
c e n t e r  s t r o p h e s  a r e  n o t  c l o s e l y  conformed to each o t h e r ;  however ,  
t h e y  both  c o n t a i n  a s e r i e s  o f  a c t i o n s  l e a d i n g  t o  c l im ax .  Vss.  2-3abc
*D esp i t e  h i s  v iew t h a t  P a r t  I  i n c l u d e s  v s .  4 a ,  R i c h t e r ,  
" U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n ," pp.  520-521 ,  n o t e s  t h a t  th e  h a l f - v e r s e  has  a 
"Gewisse Hohe" b ea r in g  on the  f lo w o f  t h e  t h o u g h t .  B o l i n g ' s  
s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  i t  f u n c t i o n s  a s  an i n c l u s i o  i s  more p r e c i s e ,  but 
m i s s e s  th e  a c t u a l  f u n c t i o n  i f  t h e  ab ove  a n a l y s i s  i s  c o r r e c t .
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( P a r t  I )  have a s t r i k i n g  s e r i e s  o f  1 c . s .  v e r b s  in  f i v e  c o l a  r e p r e ­
s e n t i n g  J e p h t h a h ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  as r e c o u n t e d  by h i m s e l f  in  answer to  
t h e  E p h r a i r a i t e s '  cha rges  o f  G i l e a d i t e  independ ence and snubb ing .
P a r t  I  c l im ax es  ( v s .  3d) w i th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of J ep h th ah  to  Ephraim,  
"Why ha ve  you come up a g a i n s t  me today to  f i g h t  w i t h  me?" In P a r t  I I  
th e  c e n t e r  s t r o p h e  i s  made up of  f i v e  c o l a  w i t h  h e a v i l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
use  o f  "><0X(6x in f i v e  c o l a )  . There  i s  no obv ious  o r  a p p a r e n t  con­
s t r a i n t  o f  th e  l an g u ag e  o f  v s s .  2 -3 a b c  on 5 b - 6 c ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  por­
t i o n s  c o n t a i n  f i v e  c o l a  as th e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  both  h a l v e s .
P a r t  I I  ends w i th  a c l imax:  f o r t y - t w o  ^ X  of Ephraim " f e l l ” a t  t h a t  
t im e  ( v s .  6 d ) .  Th is  colon f u n c t i o n s  as a d o u b le  i n c l u s i o .  I t  an­
swers f i n a l l y  to  the  E p h ra im i t e  t h r e a t  o f  b u r n i n g  J e p h t h a h ' s  house ,  
and p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  i t s  q u a s i - c o m i c  *733 t h e  n*7y w i t h  which P a r t  I 
en d s .  Thus and form a p a i r  o f  m a tch ing  v e r b s  to  end t h e
a c t i o n  in  th e  c l imax l i n e s  o f  t h e  two h a l v e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
The p e r i c o p e  i s  b e s t  r h e t o r i c a l l y  a n a ly z e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  as a 
t w o - p a r t  c o m p o s i t io n  answer ing  in  i t s  s t r u c t u r e  to  t h a t  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6 .  
The two h a lv e s  ru n  rough ly  i n  p a r a l l e l  (A-B-C, A-B-C) bu t  w i th o u t  a 
s t i f f  o r  mechan ical  c o n s t r a i n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  on the  s econd .  The 
p a i r i n g  p ro c e s s  i s  minimal  w i th  j u s t  enough l i n k a g e s  to  make t h e  n a r ­
r a t i v e  schema hang t o g e t h e r . ^
Two i m p l i c a t i o n s  fo l l o w  from t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  ( I )  Vs .  7 i s  no t  
to  be reckoned w i th  v s s .  1 -6 ;  t h e  p e r i c o p e  ends  f o r m a l ly  w i th  t h e
^ R i c h t e r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  p .  521,  a l s o  obs er ves  t h a t  both  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  have th e  formal  e l em e n t s  o f  a  n a r r a t i v e .  Sim­
i l a r l y ,  he o b s e r v e s  abou t  t h e  whole o f  v s s .  1-6,  t h a t  "Zur K o n s t ru k -  
t i o n  verwendet  s i e  d i e  v o r a u s l i e g e n d e n  Formeln und Schemata . . . 
by which he means something not  q u i t e  th e  same as th e  a n a l y s i s  above;  
s t i l l  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  i s  v a l i d  t h a t  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  has  employed forms 
and sch emata  from o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  J u d g e s .
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c l i m a c t i c  l i n e  about  t h e  f a l l  of E p h r a i m i t e s  in  v s .  6 d .  Thi s  i s  con­
f i rmed by th e  i d e n t i t y  of v s .  7 ' s  f o r m u l a i c  e l em ents  w i th  t h o s e  o f  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v s s .  8 -1 5 ,  t h u s  making i t  t h e  f i r s t  of  th e  co n c lu d in g  
s e r i e s  o f  "minor  ju dge"  n o t i c e s .  The d i s t i n c t i v e  f o r m u l a i c  e l em en ts  
o f  v s s .  7-15 a r e  ( a jQ Q V ^ ,  (b)  I s r a e l  as t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  ( c) no­
t i c e  of  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  j u d g e s h i p ,  (d)  a n o t i c e ,  ( e )  a b u r i a l
fo r m u la  ( T ^ p )  , and ( f )  a no t e  of  b u r i a l  l o c a t i o n . ^  Thus th e  a n a ly ­
s i s  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  end p o i n t  of  t h e  p e r i c o p e .  (2 )  The a n a l y s i s  shows 
t h a t  10 :6 -16  and 1 2 :1 -6  a r e  an a d d i t i o n a l  f raming p a i r  around the  
c e n t e r e d  d i p l o m a t i c  s p e e c h ;  t h i s  may be g ra p h ed  in  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  
s c h e m a t ic :
11 :12-28
1 0 :17-11:11   ̂ 11:29-40
10 :6-16   ̂ 1 12 :1 -6
As noted i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  above,  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  by t h e  co m b in a t io n  of v e r b a l  r e p e t i t i o n s  and ec h o es ,  s t y l i s t i c  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  (which a r e  n o t  to  be viewed as e n t i r e l y  un ique to t h e s e  
two p o r t i o n s ) ,  a s i m i l a r  c o m p o s i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n ,  r e l a t i v e  b r e v i t y ,  and 
a k ind o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n - c o n d u s i o n  " f e e l "  one g e t s  in  r e a d i n g  th ro u g h  
th e  e n t i r e  group o f  J e p h t h a h  s t o r i e s .  The most  e x p l i c i t  l i n k a g e  i s
*K.-D. Schunck,  "D ie  R i c h t e r  I s r a e l s  und i h r  Amt," SVT, no .  15 
(1966 ) : 2 5 2 -2 5 5 ,  has i d e n t i f i e d  th e  form o f  t h e  minor  ju d g e  r e p o r t s  as 
hav ing  f i v e  p a r t s :  ( 1 )  name and d e s c e n t ;  ( 2 )  sons  and d a u g h t e r s ;
(3) d u r a t i o n  o f  j u d g e s h i p ;  (4) d e a t h  n o t i c e ;  (5 )  p l a c e  o f  b u r i a l .
The co m plet e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  found o n ly  i n  t h e  ca s e  o f  Ib z an  ( 1 2 : 1 0 )  
and Abdon ( 1 2 : 1 3 - 1 5 ) ;  o t h e r  e l em e n ts  o f  t h i s  fo rm u la r y  a r e  found i n  
b i t s  and p i e c e s  f o r  o t h e r  judges  such  as O t h n i e l , Samson, and Samuel;  
c f .  M ul len ,  p .  196,  n .  27 .  N o th , i j b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h l i c h t l i c h e  
S t u d i e n . p.  48,  and h i s  more r e c e n t  c r i t i c  J .  deG eus ,  T r i b e s  of 
I s r a e l . p .  206,  n .  59,  a l s o  n o t e  t h a t  12:7 b e lo n g s  w i th  t h e  l i s t  o f  
"minor  j u d g e s "  as noted h e r e .
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t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  m en t ion  o f  Ephraim ( t o g e t h e r  w i th  Benjamin and Judah)  
i n  1 0 : 9 .
Genre o f  t h e  P e r i c o p e
I t  does  no t  a p p e a r  t h a t  any a t t e m p t  has  been made by s c h o l a r s
t o  i d e n t i f y  a p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t i v e  s u b - g e n r e  h e r e .  We l lhausen
th o u g h t  th e  s t o r y  a l a t e  f a b r i c a t i o n ,  s e c o n d a r i l y  added in  i m i t a t i o n
o f  8 : 1 - 3  by someone who d id  not  comprehend G i d e o n ' s  c o n c i l i a t o r y
c o u r s e ,  and wanted to  g i v e  the  a r r o g a n t  t r i b e  (Ephraim)  a s l a p . *
2
T h i s  v iew,  however ,  was a l r e a d y  r e j e c t e d  by Moore in 1895 and has 
n o t  been he ld  by anyone s i n c e .  The p e r i c o p e  i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  a war 
s t o r y ,  no r  does  i t  l o o k  l i k e  any o f  th e  t y p e s  r e l a t e d  to t r e a t y  or  
c o v e n a n t .  One might  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  t h ough t  t h a t  i t  i s  a form of 
t r e a t y - b r e a c h  on th e  p a r t  o f  Ephraim,  no t  a g a i n s t  Yahweh h i m s e l f ,  but 
a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  to  t h e  Yahweh c o v e n a n t ,  i . e . ,  by Ephraim 
a g a i n s t  G i lead  o r  t h e  T r a n s j o r d a n  t r i b e s  g e n e r a l l y .  I t  seems w i s e s t  
n o t  to  a t t e m p t  any f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  h e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  th e  
p e r i c o p e  i s  a k ind  o f  Ri ichbl ick  ( " l o o k - b a c k " ) . ^
The I n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  P e r i c o p e
The a n a l y s i s  has  d i s c l o s e d  the  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  a r i s e - a n d - f a l l -  
o f - E p h ra im  m o t i f  as judged  by i t s  p e r s o n n e l  and t h e  two c l imax c o l a .
*W el lhaus en ,  C ompo si t ion  des  H e x a t e u c h s . p .  229.
2
Moore,  p .  283,  comments t h a t  " . . .  the  s t o r y  does  not  be a r  
t h e  marks o f  a l a t e  f a b r i c a t i o n . "
^ G a s t e r ,  Myth.  Legend and Custom. 2 :433 ,  g i v e s  on ly  t h e  b a r e s t  
p a r a l l e l s  to  t h e  s h i b b o l e t h  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  E p h ra im i t e  fu­
g i t i v e s ,  and t h e s e  from l a t e r  medieval  t im e s ;  he o f f e r s  no form sug­
g e s t i o n s  .
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Burney comments about t h e  per icoD e:
. . . t h e  a r r o g a n t  conduc t  o f  t h e  E p h r a i m i t e s  (12:  I f f )  i s  s t r i k ­
i n g l y  s i m i l a r  to t h e i r  b e h a v i o r  t o  Gideon a s  r e l a t e d  in  t h e  J  
n a r r a t i v e ,  c h a p .  8 : 1 - 3 .  A n a r r a t i v e  r e f l e c t i n g  d i s c r e d i t  upon 
th e  E p h r a im i t e s  and p o s s i b l y  co l o u r e d  by t r i b a l  an tagoni sm ,  i s  
more n a t u r a l l y  a s s i g n e d  to a Judean  th an  to  an Ep hrami te  s o u r c e .
In  a s i m i l a r  v e i n ,  T h a t c h e r  n o t e s :
Again as a f t e r  G i d e o n ' s  s u c c e s s  ( v i i i : l - 3 )  the  E p h r a im i t e s  f e l t  
t h a t  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r i t y  has been a t t a c k e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  a mem­
b e r  o f  a n o t h e r  t r i b e  should  have t ak en  up^n h i m s e l f  t h e  pun ish­
ment o f  i n v a d e r s  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  them.
O t t o s s o n ,  t o o ,  r e c o g n i z e s  such a n e g a t i v i s m  as  an e lement  o f
t h i s  n a r r a t i v e :
R e l a t i o n s  between Eas t  and West J o r d a n  were h i g h l y  s t r a i n e d  dur­
ing c e r t a i n  p e r io d s  when Gideon and J ep h th a h  l ed  t h e  T r a n s jo r d a n ­
i a n  t r i b e s  t o  g r e a t  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s e s  a g a i n s t  th e  M i d i a n i t e s  and 
the  Anmoni tes .  Obviously  w i t h  such  t r i b a l  h e r o e s  t h e  e a s t e r n  
t r i b e s  t e m p o r a r i l y  won a c e r t a i n  independence  o f  th e  west  which 
would be the  h i s t o r i c a l  r e aso n  f o r  t h e  d i s f a v o r  o f ,  above a l l ,  
t h e  E p h r a i m i t e s .
The s t o r y  in deed  s u g g e s t s  a c e r t a i n  s e l f - a s s u m e d  hegemony o f  
4Ephraim.  But i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Judges  has a  n e g a t i v e  v i ew of Ephraim 
e l s e w h e r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th o se  p a r t s  o f  t h e  book which p ro b ab ly  come 
from t h e  more advanced s t a g e s  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  and e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s  
(1 :2 9 ;  7 :24;  8 :1 ;  17 :1 ,  8; 18 :2 ,  13; 19 :1 ,  16, 18 ) .  On the  o t h e r  
hand, t h o s e  p o r t i o n s  which a p p e a r  to  make up t h e  e a r l i e r  co r e  o f  
s a v i o r  s t o r i e s  do no t  u n i f o r m ly  view Ephraim i n  such  a manner
^Burney,  J u d g e s . p .  303.
^ T h a t c h e r ,  p.  115.
^ O t t o s s o n ,  o .  193; but  B o l in g ,  Sogg in ,  C u n d a l l ,  Cooke,  and 
Moore do no t  a t t e m p t  to  p e n e t r a t e  i t s  i n t e n t i o n .
4
V i n c e n t ,  JB,  p .  325; K e i l ,  J u d g e s . p .  395; c f .  W. L. Reed,  
" E p h r a i m , ” IDB (1 9 6 2 ) ,  2 :1 2 0 ,  who r e c o g n i z e d  c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  " a t  t imes  
Ephraim played  a s p e c i a l  r o l e  i n  the  t w e l v e - t r i b e  c o n f e d e r a c y . "  The 
w e a l th  and power o f  t h e  J oseph  t r i b e s  a r e  c e l e b r a t e d  in  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  
Gen 49 ( v s .  22-26)  and Deut 33 (vv .  13 -17) ;  c f .  McKenzie,  World of 
t h e  J u d g e s . p .  149.
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(3:27).*^ i f  t h e  v iew of  Ephraim i s  n e g a t i v e  in  t h e  l a t e r  p o r t i o n s ,  
then th ey  t a k e  an even h a r s h e r  v iew o f  Benjamin ( c h s .  2 0 - 2 1 ) ,  a l ­
though in  t h e  o l d e s t  co re  t h i s  t r i b e  too  i s  viewed p o s i t i v e l y  ( 5 : 1 4 ) .  
In  c o n t r a s t ,  Judah  i s  viewed p o s i t i v e l y ,  a lm o s t  i d e a l l y .  Thus ,  ou r  
p e r i c o p e ' s  n e g a t i v i s m  about  Ephraim i s  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  o u t l o o k  on
both  Ephraim and Beniamin i n  th e  l a t e r  co m p o s i t i o n a l  s t a g e s  o f  Judges  
2
as a w hole .
There  can be no d o u b t  t h a t  Ephraim assumes something s p e c i a l  
about  i t s  own p o s i t i o n  ;js i t  (1) t a k e s  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  ap p ro ach in g  
J e p h t h a h ,  ( 2 )  a c cu se s  him of  i g n o r i n g  them in  h i s  c o n f l i c t  wi th  Am­
mon, and (3) t h r e a t e n s  to  burn  J e p h t h a h 1s house over  him f o r  th e  a l ­
leged snub .  J e p h t h a h  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  he d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  s eek  t h e i r  as ­
s i s t a n c e ,  but  was r e f u s e d .  There  i s  no r e c o rd  o f  t h i s  a t t e m p t ,  un­
l e s s  i t  i s  a l l u d e d  to  un de r  th e  term Manasseh in  11:29— which would 
mean t h a t  J ep h th ah  r e c r u i t e d  f i g h t e r s  from a wide a r e a  west  o f  t h e  
J  o rd a n .
The r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  shows t h a t  J e p h t h a h ' s  q u e s t i o n  c l i ­
maxing h i s  answer  t o  t h e  E p h r a im i t e s  has a p a i r e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
t h e  f i n a l  co lon  o f  t h e  p e r i c o p e .  I t  f e a t u r e s  E p h r a im ' s  a c t i o n  w i th
B o l i n g ,  J u d g e s . p .  I l l ,  n o t e s  th e  f r e q u e n t  n e g a t i v e  view o f  
Ephraim in  J u d g es ;  one may j u s t l y  say  t h a t  even i f  Ephraim p a r t i c ­
i p a t e d  in  t h e  war a g a i n s t  S i s e r a  ( 5 : 1 4 ) ,  t h e  p h r a s e  " t h e i r  ro o t  i s  i n  
Amaleq" i s  i t s e l f  p e j o r a t i v e — prov ided  t h a t  t h e  t e x t  i s  no tg C o r ru p t  
h e r e  ( c f .  Moore,  p .  152; Burney,  J u d g e s . pp .  1 3 2 -1 3 3 ) .  LXX c o r r e ­
sponds c l o s e l y  to MT and ^ p p e a r s  to  i n c l u d e  Benjamin in  wha teve r
ny/TW means . LXX d i v e r g e s  s h a r p l y  from t h i s  meaning,  ap­
p a r e n t l y  assuming J)23y f o r  j > / ^ y  =* " v a l l e y  of  your  b r o t h e r  Benjamin" 
which does  no t  make much s e n s e  in  c o n t e x t .  T h i s  o ld  t e x t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
i s  p ro bab ly  n e g a t i v e  about  Ephraim a l s o .
2
Benjamin i n  th e  Judges  p e r io d  has been s t u d i e d  by B. 
MacDonald, "The B i b l i c a l  T r i b e  o f  Benjamin:  I t s  O r i g i n s  and I t s  
H i s t o r y  During th e  P e r i o d  o f  t h e  J u d g e s  o f  I s r a e l "  (Ph.D.  d i s s e r t a ­
t i o n ,  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  of America,  1974 ) .
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n b y .  The c o n s t ru c t io n * 7 X  n*7ymay s im p ly  mean "go up t o . "  However,
a l th o u g h  *?y n ^ y  i s  more o f t e n  used in  war c o n t e x t s  w ith  th e  meaning
"go up a g a i r j t , " *  t h i s  meaning i s  a l s o  a t t e s t e d  w i th * ? X .2 " A r is e "  in
3
r e v o l t  o r  in  a r ro g a n c e  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  n o t  v e r y  w id e ly  a t t e s t ­
ed in  th e  Hebrew B ib le .  The immediate c o n te x tu a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to  
Ephraim m u s te r in g  (pYK) i t s  t ro o p s  f o r  war c a n 1?) i n d i c a t e  t h a t  more 
th an  an o b j e c t i v e  q u e s t io n  was in v o lv e d .  I t  r a t h e r  shows a c t i v e  in ­
t e r t r i b a l  h o s t i l i t y ,  and f a v o r s  th e  w e l l - a t t e s t e d  meaning "come up 
a g a i n s t , "  a l th o u g h  th e  im plied  d i p l o m a t i c  m is s io n  from Zaphon to  Miz­
pah might s u g g e s t  t h a t  Ephraim a t  l e a s t  made a pass  a t  n e g o t i a t i o n .  
The movement and a t t i t u d e s  assumed o r  ex p re s se d  by Ephraim ap p e a r  to  
j u s t i f y  th e  t h r e e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  no ted  above s u g g e s t in g  E p h ra im 's  a r­
ro g a n ce .  I f  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t ,  th en  ttie c l i m a x - i i n e  o f  P a r t  I I ,  t h a t  
fo r ty - tw o  o f  Ephraim " f e l l  a t  t h a t  time" s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Ephra­
im 's  a r ro g a n t  a t t i t u d e  was su p p re sse d  by J ep h th ah  and th e  "men o f  
G i le a d ."
The p o i n t  o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  th en  i s  t h a t  J e p h t h a h ' s  and G i l e a d ' s  
c h a r a c t e r  and power were g r e a t e r  th a n  th o s e  o f  Ephraim whose b e a r in g
1BDB, p .  748.
2I b id .
3
W. L. H o l la d a y ,  A C o n c ise  Hebrew and Aramaic L ex ic o n  (Grand 
R ap ids :  Eerdmans, 1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  273, s u g g e s t s  t h e  meaning " r i s e  up in  
( g r e a t e r )  v io l e n c e "  f o r  2 Kgs 12:19; but on th e  whole " a r i s e  in  ar­
rogance"  i s  n o t  v e ry  f r e q u e n t .
4The term  d e n o te s  n o t  a l i t e r a l  th o u s a n d ,  bu t a g roup  func­
t i o n in g  as a m i l i t a r y  u n i t ,  as  i s  now i n c r e a s i n g l y  re c o g n iz e d ;  
M endenha ll ,  "Census L i s t s " ;  G o t tw a ld ,  T r i b e s . p p .  257-276; t h e r e  i s  
no reaso n  to  speak  o f  t h e  numbers h e re  be ing  ex a g g e ra te d  s i n c e  
" th o u sa n d s"  i s  n o t  th e  meaning in  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  The whole o f  Ephraim 
i s  no t to  be assumed to  be d ec im a te d ;  c f .  McKenzie, World o f  the  
J u d g e s . p .  149.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
252
was s u p e r i o r ,  p re s u m p t iv e ,  and a r r o g a n t .  J e p h th a h  and G ilead  a r e  
t h e r e b y  c e l e b r a t e d  as s t r o n g e r  than Ephraim , even though t h e i r  power
a ro s e  from v i c t o r y  in  th e  Ammonite war. They were c a p a b le  o f  no t
o n ly  r e s o lv i n g  th e  Ammonite c o n f l i c t ,  b u t  o f  d o m in a t in g  i n t e r t r i b a l  
h o s t i l i t i e s  th ro u g h  r e t r i b u t i v e  a c t i o n ,  h a r sh  though i t  was.
The s im p le  la n g u a g e  t e s t  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  E p h ra im i te  f u g i t i v e s  
( t h e  " s h i b b o le th  a f f a i r " )  i s  p a r a l l e l e d  in  a few examples from l a t e r  
m ed ieva l  t im es no ted  by G a s t e r .*  When th e  lan g u ag e  t e s t  d i s c lo s e d  an 
E p h ra im i te  f u g i t i v e ,  he was s e iz e d  and k i l l e d  (O f lU /can  o n ly  mean 
" s l a u g h te r e d " 2 ) .  When th e  t e x t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  f o r ty - tw o  c |S x d i e d  in
t h i s  way, i t  means to  em phasize  th e  d e c i s i v e n e s s  of t h i s  a c t i o n
a g a i n s t  Ephraim . The t r i b e ' s  f i g h t i n g  fo r c e s  were d im in is h e d ;  but 
Je p h th a h  and G ilead  d id  n o t  d i r e c t l y  a t t a c k  E phra im . The d e t a i l s  o f  
th e  s h i b b o l e t h  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  a n t i - E p h r a i m i t e  
p r o p a g a n d i s t i c  v a lu e  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  b u t ,  p e r  s e ,  a r e  n o t  e s p e c i a l ­
l y  im p o r ta n t  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t .
I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  th e  r e f e r e n c e s  to  " Ju d ah ,  B enjam in, and 
house  of Ephraim" in  10:9 a r e  sum m arily  echoed in  th e  "men of Ephra­
im" o f  12:1?  On a p p e a ra n c e s ,  t h i s  e q u a t io n  does no t  seem l i k e l y .  
However, Burney, i n t e r a c t i n g  w ith  C ooke 's  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  about 1 0 :9 ,
t h a t  " ' a l l  th e  c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  on bo th  s i d e s  o f  th e  J o r d a n '  i s
..3p ro b a b ly  due to th e  l a t e s t  e d i t o r ,  o b se rv e s  abou t  t h i s  p a i r  o f  r e f ­
e r e n c e s  :
^ G a s te r ,  Myth. Legend and Custom . 2 :4 3 3 .
2KB_, p .  960.
^Cooke, p .  112.
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The w r i t e r  does  n o t  r e f e r  to  th e  whole o f  I s r a e l  e a s t  and west o f  
J o rd a n ,  b u t  to  a l l  I s r a e l  in  G ilead  e a s t  o f  J o r d a n ,  and to  c e r ­
t a i n  t r i b e s  ( J u d a h ,  Benjam in , Ephraim) w est o f  J o r d a n  which (he  
im p lie s )  were somewhat h a ra s s e d  by r a i d s ,  though n o t  o p p re sse d  in  
th e  same d e g r e e  as  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  G i l e a d .  That th e  Ephraim­
i t e s  were a t  any r a ^ e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  i s  proved by th e  n a r­
r a t i v e  o f  c h a p .  12.
Burney saw t h a t  th e  t r i b a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  do n o t  mean th a t  
th e  whole o f  t h e s e  t r i b e s  was a c t u a l l y  a f f e c t e d  in  th e  same way.
Thus i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  o n ly  t h e  ex trem e n o r t h - e a s t e r n  f r i n g e s  o f  
Ju d ah ,  and th e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n s  of Benjamin and Ephraim were a f f e c t ­
e d .  E p h ra im 's  J o rd a n  b o rd e r  was, i n  f a c t ,  n e a r l y  tw ic e  a s  long as
2
J u d a h ' s  and B en jam in 's  combined. E p h ra im 's  w e a l th  c e r t a i n l y  would 
have made i t  an o b j e c t  o f  Ammon's d e s i r e .  Access was a v a i l a b l e  
th ro u g h  the  fo rd s  in  t h e  r e g io n  o f  t h e  c o n f lu e n c e  o f  th e  J o rd a n ,  th e  
Jab b o k ,  and th e  Wadi F a r i c a— p r e c i s e l y  th e  a r e a  where th e  E phram ites  
c ro s se d  to  d e a l  w i th  J e p h th a h .  These f a c t o r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Ephraim 
would have borne  th e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  th e  Ammonite h a r a s s m e n ts .  Thus 
t h e r e  i s  some p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  when 12 :1 -6  h a rk s  back  to  t h e  r e f e r -  
ence  to Ephraim in  10 :9 ,  i t  does  so no t  e x c l u s i v e l y  but i n c l u s i v e l y  
o f  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  o f  Benjamin and Ju d ah ,  in  r e a l i s t i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  
t h a t  Ephraim, in  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  why i t  f e l t  s u p e r i o r ,  
was h e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  whole r e g io n  under Ammonite h a r a s s ­
m en t.  R e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  i t  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r e c i s e l y  m en tion  Judah  
and Benjamin in  o rd e r  to  make th e  co n n e c t io n  w ith  1 0 :9 .  Ephraim was 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b ecau se  i t s  b o rd e r  to  th e  e a s t  was much th e  l a r g e s t ,  
i t s  w e a l th  and power g r e a t e r ,  and i t s  r e s o u rc e s  more f u l l y  and e a s i l y
* Burney , J u d g e s , o p .  295-296.
•J
“Gen 4 9 :2 2 -2 6 ;  Deut 3 3 :13 -17 ;  c f .  D. B a ly ,  Geography of th e  
B ib le  (New York: H arper 19 5 7 ),  p .  175.
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a c c e s s i b l e  to  Ammcr,_ I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  of Ephraim 
r e p r e s e n t s  an e a r l y  s t a g e  in  i t s  r e d u c t io n  as a t r i b e ,  and to  which 
i t  i s  r e a c t i n g  w ith  a g g r e s s io n  and a s s e r t i o n . ^
C o n c lu s io n
The t e x t  o f  t h i s  p e r ic o p e  has been d i s t u r b e d  in  v s .  4 b ;  i t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  h a l f - v e r s e  has been added to th e  o r i g i n a l  t e x t  by a 
co m bina tion  o f  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  from v s .  5a p lu s  l a t e r  e x p a n s io n .
The p e r ic o p e  i s  l a r g e l y  a com posite  o f  v o c a b u la ry ,  s t y l i s t i c ,  
and c o n c ep tu a l  e lem en ts  from e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  Ju d g e s ,  from th e  
o t h e r  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  from 1 0 :6 -1 6 .  These vocabu­
l a r y  and s t y l i s t i c  e x p r e s s io n s  a r e  on ly  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e n t r a te d  and 
compacted in  th e  two per-icopae; th e y  a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  to 
them, s in c e  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  words and p h ra s e s  o c c u r  in  s c a t t e r e d  
l o c i  e lsew h e re  in  the  book, b o th  b e fo re  and a f t e r  the  J e p h th a h  mate­
r i a l  .
The s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  i s  i m i t a t i v e  o f  1 0 :6 -1 6 ,  b u t  no t 
m e c h a n ic a l ly .  Both p e r i c o p a e ,  u s in g  compacted e lem en ts  of t h e  s t y l e ,  
v o c a b u la ry ,  and co n cep ts  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  and o th e r  p e r ic o p a e  in  Judg­
e s ,  a r e  s t r u c t u r e d  in  a tw o -p a r t  sequence in  which t h e r e  i s  r e p e t i ­
t i o n  and climax (A-B-C, A-B-C). The m atch ing  h a lv e s  a r e  no t  r i g i d l y
^T d u b le r ,  p p .  293-294, r e c o g n iz e s  th e  E p h ra im i te  enm ity  and 
th e  "Hochmut d e r  E p h r a im i t e n " ; he s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t s  o c c a s io n  was th e  
S y ro -E p h ra i ra i te  war o f  th e  l a s t  decade  b e fo re  th e  f a l l  o f  Sam aria  
( I s a  7 - 1 2 ) .  He r i g h t l y  s e e s  in  t h e  background o f  12 :1 -6  a s i t u a t i o n  
i n  which te n s io n s  have grown between Ju d ah  and Ephra im . Ephraim  had 
been reduced  by P h i l i s t i n e  in v a s io n ,  M an asseh 's  g ro w th ,  and t h e  ac ­
t i v i t y  o f  Saul and D av id .  But i t  does  no t  seem n e c e s s a ry  to  a t t r i t r -  
u te  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  so n a r ro w ly  to  th e  P h i l i s t i n e s  as i s  som etimes 
d o n e .  The P h i l i s t i n e  grow th  did in v o lv e  rap id  exp an s io n  in la n d  in to  
th e  c e n t r a l  h i l l  c o u n t ry ;  on th e  grow th of Manasseh, s e e  K. E l l i g e r ,  
"M anasseh ," IDB. (1 9 6 2 ) ,  3 :2 5 3 .
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conformed to  each o th e r ;  bu t a  n e tw o rk  o f  v e rb a l  l i n k s  i s  v i s i b l e ,  
more so between th e  two p a r t s  o f 10 :6-16  th an  between th e  two p a r t s  
o f  1 2 :1 -6 .
These phenomena o f  n a r r a t i v e  c o m p o s i t io n  su g g e s t  t h a t  j u s t  as 
th e  p e r ic o p e  on J e p h t h a h ' s  R ise  ( 1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :1 1 )  t o g e t h e r  w ith  th e  
p e r ic o p e  on J e p h t h a h ' s  D aughte r ( 1 1 :2 9 -4 0 )  form a fram e around th e  
D ip lo m atic  Speech ( 1 1 :1 2 - 2 8 ) ,  so t h e s e  two end p e r ic o p a e  form a f u r ­
t h e r  frame around th e  o th e r  t h r e e . * T h is  shows t h a t  th e  J e p h th a h  
s t o r i e s  have been molded in to  a s e t  o f  b ra c k e te d  n a r r a t i v e s  so as to  
c o r r e l a t e  w ith  each o t h e r .  They a l s o  m u tu a l ly  su p p o r t  th e  D ip lo m a tic  
Speech which i s  a t  th e  c e n t e r .  The g ro s s  a r rangem en t sequence  f o r  
t h e  f i v e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  i s  th u s  A-B-C-B-A; but i t  must be s t r e s ­
sed t h a t  even th e  two B s t o r i e s ,  w h i le  c e r t a i n l y  s i m i l a r l y  s t r u c t u r e d  
and r e p r e s e n t i n g  t r u e  n a r r a t i v e  t a l e s  of g r e a t  ag e ,  a r e  n o t  mechani­
c a l l y  conformed to  each o t h e r .  C om position i s  f r e e  and f l e x i b l e  w i th  
modest c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e  sh ap in g  p r o c e s s .
In c o n te n t  and i n t e n t i o n ,  th e  p e r i c o p e ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  l i e s  in  
i t s  i n t e r e s t  in  n e g a t in g  Ephraim by showing t h a t  t h i s  g r e a t  t r i b e ' s  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a r ro g a n c e  and s u p e r i o r i t y  was r e s t r a i n e d  by Jeph ­
t h a h ,  u s in g  h i s  own and G i l e a d ' s  new-found power as e x p e r ien ce d  in  
t h e i r  v i c t o r y  o v er  th e  Ammonites. Ephraim i s  l i n k e d  i n  1 2 :1 -6  w i th  
i t s  appea ran ce  in  10 :6 -1 6  in  such  a way as to  form a n o th e r  kind of 
i n c l u s i o .  Ephraim a lo n e  ( c o n t r a  i t s  ap p e a ra n ce  in  10 :9  w i th  Judah
^ S tu d ie s  which have reached  c o n c lu s io n s  s i m i l a r  to t h i s  f o r  
l a r g e  b lo ck s  o f  m a t e r i a l  a r e  M. W oudstra ,  The Book o f  J o s h u a . NIC0T 
(Grand R ap id s :  Eerdmans, 1981),  p p .  13-16; H. W. H e r tz b e r g ,  I and I I  
Sam uel. t r a n s .  J .  S. Bowden ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W e s tm in s te r ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p p .  
415-416 ; B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . pp. 2 9 -3 8 ,  b u t  in  a sen se  which m ight be 
m o d if ied  in  more d e t a i l ,  though t h e  d iag ram  i s  s u g g e s t i v e ;  H e r tz b e rg ,  
I  and I I  S am uel, pp . 415-416 , r e c o g n iz e s  chiasm us in  2 Sam 2 1 -24 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
and Benjam in as  Ammonite o p p re s s io n  v i c t im s )  i s  m entioned in  1 2 :1 -6 ,  
bu t  p ro b a b ly  becau se  i t  was th o u g h t  to  have borne  th e  h e a v i e s t  w e igh t  
o f  t h e  Ammonite h a r a s s m e n t .
I m p l i c a t i o n s :  The J e p h th a h  S e r i e s  as  a Whole 
what i s  th e  l o g i c  of t h i s  a r ran g em en t?  Some s u g g e s t i o n s  can 
be made h e r e  w i th  a re v ie w  o f  th e  r e s u l t s  so f a r .  A f i n a l  a s se ssm e n t  
w i l l  be n e c e s s a ry  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  l a r g e r  p a t t e r n s  o f  Judges 
o f  w hich th e s e  f i v e  p e r ic o p a e  a r e  p a r t  ( c h a p .  7 ) ,  and a f t e r  d i s c u s ­
s i o n  o f  th e  meaning of t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  p e r ic o p a e  in  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  as  a w hole ( c h a p .  8 ) .
The f i r s t  p e r ic o p e  (1 0 :6 -1 6 )  has been formed to  em phasize 
I s r a e l ' s  r e p e n ta n c e  and Yahweh's re sp o n se  p r i o r  to  th e  Ammonite and 
P h i l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s i o n s .  I t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  e d i t o r  wished 
t o  c a s t  th e  shadow o f  t h i s  change o v e r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  i f  n o t  th e  whole 
o f  th e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s ,  and perh ap s  o v e r  th e  Samson s t o r i e s  as  w e l l .  
How he saw th e  i m p l i c a t io n s  t h e r e  i s  n o t  c l e a r ;  n o r  i s  i t  w i t h i n  th e  
p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  problem f u r t h e r .
The second J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p e  p ro c la im s  th e  r i s e  o f  J e p h th a h  to  
th e  h e a d s h ip  o f  G i le a d .  The a c t i o n  o f  t h e  " e l d e r s "  in  a s k in g  Jep lt-  
th a h  t o  become m i l i t a r y  commander and o f f e r i n g  him a more g e n e ra l  
h e a d s h ip  o v e r  G ilead  can n o t  be p u t  down to  c a r n a l  m a c h in a t io n s ,^  b u t  
was p ro b a b ly  viewed as a f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  power and s i g n i f ­
i c a n c e  o f  r e p e n ta n c e .  The p e r ic o p e  f a v o r s  s i n g u l a r  r u l e ,  a t  l e a s t  in  
G i le a d ;  i t  co n c lu d e s  w i th  a c l e a r  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
t r e a t y  w i th  th e  e l d e r s .
*Cf. P o lz in ,  p .  179.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
257
The D ip lo m a t ic  Speech i s  th e  c e n t e r .  I t s  i n t e n t i o n  i s  to 
i l l u s t r a t e  J e p h t h a h ' s  c a p a c i t y  a s  a p e a c e - s e e k in g  n e g o t i a t o r  of 
t e r r i t o r i a l  b o u n d a r ie s ,  th e r e b y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  one exem plary  fu n c t io n  
o f  h i s  r u l e .  But in  so d o in g ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r  makes Je p h th a h  th e  p ro -  
c l a im e r  o f  I s r a e l ' s  kervgma and s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r v .  Thus th e  impact 
of r e p e n ta n c e  was p ro b a b ly  th o u g h t  o f  a s  e x te n d in g  to  t h i s  ev en t  as  
w e l l .
The f o u r th  p e r ic o p e  f e a t u r e s  a lam ent o v e r  the  dem ise o f  Jep h ­
th a h '  s f a m i ly  th ro u g h  th e  d a u g h t e t ^ s a c r i f i c e .  I t s  i n t e r e s t  i s  in  in ­
d i c a t i n g ,  v i a  a t a l e  o f  t r a g e d y ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  p o t e n t i a l  
which was so p ro m is in g  in  th e  r i s e  and d ip lo m acy  o f  J e p h th a h .  The 
p e r ic o p e  was c a l l e d  f o r ,  i n  p a r t  a t  l e a s t ,  by th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  in c lu d ­
ing th e  same t r a g i c  e lem ent which i s  so  much a p a r t  o f  a l l  t h e  d e l i v -  
e v e r  s t o r i e s . ^  The t r a g e d y  i s  n o t  t h a t  th e  d a u g h te r  d i e s ;  i t  i s  
r a t h e r  t h a t  J e p h t h a h ' s  fa m i ly  p a s s e s  from th e  scene  unab le  to  con­
t i n u e  h i s  r u l e .  I t  I s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  to  r u l e  o u t  th e  shadow o f  repen­
tan ce  h e r e  e i t h e r ,  s i n c e  J e p h t h a h ' s  z e a l  f o r  t h e  n a t io n  and i t s  s a f e ­
ty  a r e  t h e  m o t iv e  o f  th e  vow which r e s u l t e d  in  d e a th .  The coming o f  
the  S p i r i t  upon him a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  im p l ie s  th a t  
even th e  vow r e p r e s e n t s  an e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  power o f  Yahweh, espe­
c i a l l y  i f  i t  was made a s  an ex trem e war emergency m easure . T h is  i s
not so s t r a n g e  when one c o n s i d e r s  th e  t r a g i c  e lem ent even among th e
2
g r e a t e s t  o f  th e  d e l i v e r e r s .  N o n e th e le s s ,  t h e  e d i t o r  a p p e a rs  to  l e t
^Cf. th e  rem arks o f  J .  D u m b re ll ,  "No King in  I s r a e l , "  in  which 
he q u i t e  p r o p e r ly  fo l lo w s  up on B o l i n g ' s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  o v e ra rc h ­
ing  m o t i f  in  th e  f i n i s h e d  book o f  Ju d g es  ( s e e  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , pp. 15, 
3 7 -3 8 ,  and p a s s im ) .
2
P o l z i n ,  p .  155, c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h i s  t e n s io n  in  J u d g e s '  
t h e o lo g y :  " .  . . 2 :23  f o r c e f u l l y  rem inds  u s ,  a s  Joshua  i t s e l f  d i d ,
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th e  lo n g e r  shadow o f  t r a g e d y  o u t s t r i p  t h a t  o f  I s r a e l ' s  r e p e n ta n c e .
Nor i s  t h i s  u n u s u a l ,  s i n c e  a l l  the  m ajo r  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  D eu te rono- 
m i s t i c  H i s to r y  a p p e a r  to  b e a r  some t r a g i c  e x p e r ie n c e  a t  t h e i r  end, 
even i f  i t  i s  o n ly  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e i r  d e a th  (M oses, J o s h u a ,  G ideon , 
J e p h th a h ,  Samson, Samuel, S au l ,  D avid , Solomon, even J o s i a h ) .  For 
many i t  i s  o f  t h e i r  own d o in g — an en tan g lem en t  w ith  unwisdom o r  per­
so n a l  s i n .  But t h e r e  i s  t r u t h  in  P o l z i n ' s  argument t h a t  th e  m ystery  
o f  a m b ig u i ty  i s  found in  J u d g e s ,  though  one can  q u e s t i o n  w he the r  i t  
a p p e a rs  everyw here  he c la im s  i t  d o e s .^
The f i f t h  p e r ic o p e  i s  a r a t h e r  f r o n t a l  p i e c e  o f  a n t i -  
E p h ra im i te  p ro paganda ,  which a f f i r m s  th e  g r e a t e r  power o f  G i le a d .
T h is  p e r ic o p e  seems a lo n e  among the  f i v e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s .  L i t e r -  
a r i l y  i t  i s  shaped  by th e  e d i t o r ' s  d e s i r e  to  g iv e  i t  a fram ing func­
t i o n  so as  to  m atch 1 0 :6 -1 6 .  But i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  i t s  purpose  i s  to  
e n p h a s iz e  th e  power o f  G ilead  o v er  E phra im .
We ap p e a r  to be l o o k in g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a t  a s o c i a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  
2
c o m p o s i t io n a l  h o r iz o n  in  which (1) p a r a l l e l s  to  s i n g u l a r  governmen­
t a l  h ea d sh ip — e x e r c i s i n g  a l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s ,  m i l i t a r y ,
t h a t  even a r e l a t i v e l y  s i n l e s s  g e n e r a t i o n  such as J o s h u a ' s  can s u f f e r  
p e r i o d i c  d e f e a t  and f a i l u r e . "  J e p h t h a h ' s  dem ise  i s  o n ly  th e  r e v e r s e  
o f  th e  c o n s t a n t  m o t i f  o f  c h a p s .  3 -9 ,  t h a t  G od 's  p r o t e c t i o n  p e r s i s t s  
even when I s r a e l  d i s o b e y s .  Cf. P o l z i n ,  p .  160: "The D eu te ro n o m is t  
i s ,  f o r  exam ple , much more o b v io u s ly  u n i t e d  w i th  th e  b a s i c  v ie w p o in t  
o f  th e  Book o f  Job  th an  s c h o la r s  . . . h e r e t o f o r e  a l lo w ed " ;  c f .  a l s o
p. 180.
1I b i d . ,  p p .  203-212.
2
I t  i s  th e  g r e a t  m e r i t  o f  R i c h t e r ' s  s tu d y  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  
p e r i c o p a e ,  t h a t  he c o n s i s t e n t l y  see k s  th e  p o l i t i c a l - s o c i a l  h o r iz o n  o f  
each  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  s t o r y  c y c l e .  The outcome i s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  h o r i ­
zons c h a r a c t e r i z e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s .  None o f  t h e s e  i s  c o n c lu s i v e ,  how­
e v e r ,  and t h e r e  i s  room f o r  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  on v a r io u s  p a r t i c u ­
l a r s .  N o n e th e le s s ,  in  p r i n c i p l e  th e  m ethodology i s  e s s e n t i a l  and o f ­
f e r s  h e l p f u l  a n a l y t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n s  i n  d e t a i l .
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g o v e rn m e n ta l ,  and j u d i c i a l — o f  l a r g e ,  m u l t i t r i b a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  I s r a e l — 
would be so u g h t  in  th e  p a s t  h i s t o r y ,  (2)  re p e n ta n c e  and i t s  f r u i t s  in  
s u c c e s s  o r  i t s  e q u iv a l e n t  in  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  would be o r  have in  th e  
n ea r  p a s t  been p ro m in en t ,  (3 )  G i l e a d ' s  power i s  im p o r ta n t ,  and 
( 4 )  E phra im , though s t i l l  s en s in g  i t s  own s u p e r i o r i t y ,  i s  in  reduc­
t i o n  to  b o th  G ilead  and Judah  ( c o n s id e r i n g  th e  a lm ost u to p ia n  view o f  
Judah  in  Ju d g es  as a w h o le ) .
T hese  im p l i c a t io n s  a l s o  su g g e s t  cha t a p o s i t i v e  view o f  k ing­
s h ip  l i e s  behind th e  Jep h th ah  p e r i c o p a e ,  in  which p a r a l l e l s  to  con­
s o l i d a t i o n  o f  power i n  c e n t r a l i z e d  r u l e  were r e l e v a n t ,  even though 
th ey  d id  no t  p r e c i s e l y  in v o lv e  d y n a s t i c  k in g s h ip  as  su c h .  I t  i s  ex­
t re m e ly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  J e p h t h a h 1s house embodies an 
a t t a c k  on k in g s h ip ,  as  has been assumed fo r  G id eo n 's  a l l e g e d  r e n u n c i ­
a t i o n  o f  d y n a s t i c  r u l e .
The s i t u a t i o n  in I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  in  which t h i s  c o n f ig u r a t i o n  
o f  i n t e r e s t s  seems most f u l l y  p r e s e n t  I s  th e  D avid ic -So lom onic  monar­
ch y .  But one may be s k e p t i c a l  about th e  Hebron y e a r s ,  as  su g g es ted  
by D. R. D av is .^  The E ar ly  Monarchy Era i s  e x t re m e ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  
D a v id 's  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  G i le a d ,  as  O t to s s o n  show s,” and a t  th e  same
tim e r e p r e s e n t s  v a r io u s  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  which would in v o lv e  a n e g a t iv e
3
view  o f  Ephraim and B enjam in.
* D av is ,  "A Proposed L i f e - S e t t i n g  f o r  th e  Book o f  J u d g e s . "
2
O tto s s o n ,  pp . 193-222; t h i s  v a lu a b le  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a l l  r e l e ­
v a n t  m a t e r i a l s  fo cu ses  on th e  S au l-D av id  nexus w i th  G i l e a d ,  and makes 
c l e a r  how v i t a l  th e  r e g io n  was f o r  b o th  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  k in g s ;  c f .  
a l s o  Z. K a l l a i ,  " I s r a e l  and Ju d ah — A Study i n  I s r a e l i t e  H i s t o r i o g r a ­
p h y ,"  IEJ 28 (1978 ) :2 5 1 -2 6 1 .
3
Though T a u b le r ,  pp . 293-294, d o es  p o s i t  a p o l i t i c a l  h o r iz o n  
f o r  12 :1 -6  d u r in g  th e  S y ro -E p h ra im i te  war of t h e  l a t e  e i g h t h  c e n tu r y ,  
he r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  th e  r e l e v a n t  s o c i a l  changes were a l r e a d y  in  m otion
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I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  now to  e x p lo r e  two more m a t t e r s  su g g es ted  by 
th e  d i s c u s s i o n  above , i . e . ,  (1 )  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  J e p h th ah  
p e r ic o p a e  to  th e  g r o s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  b o th  Ju d g es  and the D eu te ronom is-  
t i c  H i s t o r y ,  and (2) th e  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  which m ight have s t i m u l a t e d  
th e  a sse m b lag e  o f  th e  s u b s t a n t i a l  book o f  J u d g e s .
d u r in g  th e  t im e  o f  Saul and D a v id .  T a u b le r ,  l i k e  R i c h t e r  a f t e r  him, 
p o s i t s  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l - p o l i t i c a l  h o r i z o n s  f o r  v a r io u s  segm ents o f  
th e  J e p h th a h  c y c l e .
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CHAPTER V II
THE JEPHTHAH TRADITIONS AND THE STRUCTURE 
AND INTERESTS OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES
M atch ing  I n t e r e s t s  
I t  has been shown above t h a t  th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  b e s t  
s ee n  as fram es a r ranged  around a c e n te re d  d i p l o m a t i c  s p e e c h .  The 
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  th e  a p p ro x im a te  c e n t e r  o f  th e  book 
evokes a f u r t h e r  s e a rc h  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  t h e  rem a in in g  blocks 
f o r e  and a f t  show an e x te n s io n  o f  t h i s  p a t t e r n .  I f  s o ,  f u r t h e r  im­
p l i c a t i o n s  can  be drawn fo r  t h e  g ro s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  book 
o f  J u d g e s .  One might th en  be in  an ad v a n ta g eo u s  p o s i t i o n  to  ju d g e  
i t s  p u rp o se  from a f r e s h  p e r s p e c t i v e .
The L i s t s  o f  M inor Ju d g es  ( 1 0 : 1 - 5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 2 )
The two l i s t s  o f  "minor j u d g e s "  ( 1 0 :1 - 5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 5 )  f a l l  pre­
c i s e l y  on e i t h e r  end o f  th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n s . ^  R i c h t e r ,  t a k in g
The a p p r e c i a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e s e  two l i s t s  fo c u s e s  p r im ar­
i l y  on t h e  problem  o f  w he the r  th e  "minor ju d g e s "  were l a w - te a c h e r s  
w h i l e  th e  "m a jo r  ju d g e s "  were m i l i t a r y  w a r r i o r —d e l i v e r e r s .  The g e n e r ­
a l  ten d en c y  i s  to  ju d g e  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  o v e rd raw n .  Cf. A l t ,  E s s a y s , 
pp . 130-133; M. Noth , U b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  S t u d l e n , pp .
47 -50 ;  "Das Amt d es  ’R ic h te r s  I s r a e l s . * ” i n  F e s t s c h r i f t  f i l r  A lf red  
B e r t h o l e t . e d . W. Baum gartner (T u b in g en :  J .  C. B. Mohr, 1 950),  pp. 
4 04-417 ; A. J .  H ause r ,  "The 'M inor J u d g e s '— A R e - e v a l u a t i o n , "  JBL 94 
(1 9 7 5 ) :  190-200; H. N. R tise l ,  " J e p h ta h  und d as  P roblem  d e r  R i c h t e r , "  
B i b l i c a  61 (1 9 8 0 ) :2 5 1 -2 5 5 ;  M u llen ,  pp. 1 8 5 -2 0 1 .  C f .  a l s o  some fur­
t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  R. deVaux, The E a r ly  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l , t r a n s .  D. 
Sm ith  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  W e s tm in s te r , 1978),  p p .  7 5 2 -? 5 ^ .  The g e n e ra l  
t en d en c y  i n  t h i s  d e b a te  i s  t h a t  a d i s c r e t e  d i s t i n c t i o n  in  which
261
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n o t i c e  o f  t h i s  p la c e m e n t ,  co n c lu d e s  h i s  s tu d y  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i ­
t i o n s  w ith  th e  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t
DtrG came upon t h i s  complex, framed th e  J e p h th a h  t r a d i t i o n  w i th  
t h e  Judge-Schem a (1 0 :1 -5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 5 ;  i t a l i c s  a d d e d ) , formed h is  
Second I n t r o d u c t i o n  ( 1 0 : 6 - 1 6 ) ,  and a s s im m ila te d  th e  whole in to  
h i s  book in  which now th e  J e p h th ah  t r a d i t i o n  has become more 
c l o s e l y  co n n ec ted  w i th  t h a t  o f  Samson.
These l i s t s  o f  m inor  ju d g es  have t h e i r  own fo rm u lary  which has
2
been s tu d ie d  and d e l i n e a t e d  by K .-D . S ch u n ck .” The fo rm u la ry  i s  p re ­
s e n t  in  bo th  g ro u p s ,  i . e . ,  10:1-5 and 1 2 :7 -1 5 .  They a p p e a r ,  when 
viewed t o g e t h e r ,  to  r e g i s t e r  in c re a s e d  power and p r e s t i g e  in  p ropor­
t i o n  to  q u a n t i t y  o f  sons and a s s e s .
T h is  d i s t i n c t i v e  r a t i n g  system  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  perh ap s  th e  l i s t s  
were o r i g i n a l l y  from an in d ep en d en t  so u rc e  which th o u g h t  o f  th e  le a d ­
e r s  o f  t h i s  e r a  in  a q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  way from th e  rem ain d er  o f  our
p r e s e n t  book of Ju d g e s .  A f u r t h e r  pu rpose  f o r  t h e i r  use was p robab ly
to  c o o r d in a t e  th e  two c o n c e p t io n s  o f  " ju d g e "  ( w a r r i o r  and a r i s t o c r a t )
and th e re b y  r e l a t e  them to  each o t h e r  as l e a d e r s  o f  th e  P re -m o n a rch ia l  
3
E ra .  T h is  does  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  "m ajor"  ju d g es  fough t
"minor ju d g e"  means law  t e a c h e r  and "m ajor ju d g e"  means war d e l i v e r e r  
i s  no t  w o rk a b le .  J e p h th a h  i s  a ju d g e  who does bo th ;  bu t  t h i s  i s  t r u e  
o f  T o la  as w e l l ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  Judg 2 : 6 - 3 : 6  im­
p l i e s  t h a t  th e  ju d g es  were both  law  t e a c h e r s  and w a r r io r  d e l i v e r e r s  
( 2 : 1 6 - 1 8 ) .
^ R ic h te r ,  " U b e r l i e f e r u n g e n , "  pp. 555-556.
2
Schunck, pp. 252-255 .
^T. M u l l e n 's  r e c e n t  re a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  m in o r /m a jo r  ju d g e  
v a r i a  i s  c o r r e c t  in  c o n c lu d in g  t h a t  " t h e  obv ious d i s t i n c t i o n s  between 
th e  l i t e r a r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  'm a j o r '  ju d g es  and th e  'm in o r '  judg­
es r e f l e c t  o n ly  a d i f f e r e n c e  in  l i t e r a r y  p u rpose  and not a d i f f e r e n c e  
in  o f f i c e ” (p .  2 0 1 ) .  But i n  a rg u in g  t h a t  " i n  each  c a s e  th e  n o t i f i c a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a th  and b u r i a l  o f  th e  ju d g e  s i g n i f i e s  th e  in c re a s e d  cy­
c l e  o f  I s r a e l ' s  a p o s ta s y  . . ."  he goes beyond th e  a c tu a l  ev id en ce  o f  
th e  t e x t  o f  1 0 :1 -5 ,  1 2 :7 -1 5 .  I t  seems p r e f e r a b l e  to  fo l lo w  Soggin, 
"Das Amt d e r  'k l e i n e n  R i c h t e r '  in  I s r a e l , "  VT_ 30 (1 9 8 0 ) :2 4 5 -2 4 8 ,  and
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w h i l e  "minor" ju d g es  t a u g h t .  I t  does  mean t h a t  two d i f f e r e n t  con­
c e p t i o n s  o f  what made th e s e  men n o t a b l e  e x i s t e d  s i d e  by s i d e ,  i . e . ,  
war and w e a l th .  In  what co m b in a t io n  t h e s e  g rounds o f  prominence 
e x i s t e d  in  each judge  i s  n o t  c l e a r  in  J u d g e s .
These o b s e r v a t io n s  imply t h a t  th e  two minor judge  l i s t s  were 
o r i g i n a l l y  one. The l i s t  has  been b ro k en  a p a r t  and d iv id e d  i n t o  two 
l i s t s  o f  two and four "minor -judges" r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The d i v i s i o n  was 
made j u s t  b e f o r e  J e p h t h a h ' s  name o c c u r re d  in  t h e  l i s t .  The o r i g i n a l  
u n i t y  o f  th e  l i s t  i s  a l s o  su g g es ted  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  system  of 
n o t i c e s  on th e  l e n g th  o f  ju d g e s h ip  d i f f e r s  from t im e -sp an  n o t i c e s  in  
c h a p s .  3-9 where l e n g th  o f  o p p r e s s io n  and l e n g th  o f  r e s t  a r e  s p e c i ­
f i e d ,  b u t  no t  l e n g th  o f  ju d g e s h ip . A f u r t h e r  p o s s i b l e  i m p l i c a t io n  i s  
t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  unique t i m e - n o t i c e  scheme i s  a l s o  found in  th e  c a s e s  
of Samson and E l i ,  i . e . ,  o n ly  in  J e p h th a h  and ju d g e s  su cc eed in g  him, 
i t  a l s o  was once r e l a t e d  to  a second c o l l e c t i o n  o f  judge  s t o r i e s  d i s ­
t i n c t  from th o se  o f  th e  R e t t e rb u c h  o f  Judg  3 -9 — an im p l ic a t io n  which 
h a s  a r i s e n  in  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  o t h e r  e l e ­
ments o f  th e  t e x t .
S in c e  b o th  l i s t s  a r e  o f  th e  same fo rm u la ic  c h a r a c t e r  and a re  
com parable  w ith  n o th in g  in  t h e  R e t t c r b u c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  Judg  3 -9 ,  
s t i l l  a n o th e r  i m p l i c a t io n  i s  t h a t  though th e  fram ing  i s  ex tended  
beyond th e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s  one s t e p  f u r t h e r  on e i t h e r  end, i t  i s  more 
o r  l e s s  o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  c h a r a c t e r .  R i c h t e r  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,
N oth ,  S t u d l e n . p .  48, in  assuming t h a t  t h i s  l i s t  had an in d ep en d en t  
so u rc e  and i t s  own c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  Judges  E ra .  M u l le n 's  t h e s i s  i s  
t h a t  th e  com pressed l i s t s  o f  "m inor lu d g e s ” f u n c t i o n  o n ly  to  speed up 
th e  tem p o ra l  p ro g r e s s  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e ;  t h e r e  i s  no f u n c t i o n a l  d i f ­
f e r e n c e  between th e  "m ajor"  and "minor" j u d g e s ,  c e r t a i n l y  nc d i f f e r ­
ence o f  th e  su g g e s te d  f i g h t i n g / t e a c h i n g  t y p e .
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in  s e e in g  i t  as th e  work o f  one o f  th e  f i n a l  e d i t o r s  ( f o r  him, D trG ).
T hus, th e  same r e l a t i v e l y  lo o s e  and q u a s i -b a la n c e d  u n i t y  found 
in  th e  a r rangem en t o f  th e  J ep h th ah  t r a d i t i o n s  i s  to  be seen  h e r e .  
T h ere  was p a i r i n g  and co r re sp o n d en c e ;  bu t  t h a t  i t  was no t  e x a c t l y  
q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  b a lan ced  must have seemed u n im p o r ta n t  to  th e  e d i t o r .  
The m a t e r i a l  i s  worked in to  a k ind  o f  symmetry, b u t  no t  in  a mechani­
c a l l y  q u a n t i f i e d  way.
Gideon-Abiraelech and Samson (Judg  6 - 9 ,  13-16)
J .  C. Exum has r e c e n t l y  shown how th e  Samson m a t e r i a l  o f  Judg 
13 has  been s u b je c te d  to  r h e t o r i c a l  p a t t e r n i n g  and fram ing  d e v ic e s  
( " r i n g  c o m p o s i t io n " )  in  a way s i m i l a r  to  what has been shown above 
a b o u t  t h e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l . ^  T h is  a n a l y s i s — which ten d s  to  encour­
age th e  r e s u l t s  r e p o r te d  above— w i l l  n o t  be pursued  h i r e ,  however, 
s i n c e  i t  would ta k e  t h i s  s tu d y  to o  f a r  i n t o  th e  Samson group f o r  th e  
p r e s e n t  p u rp o s e s .  I n s t e a d ,  th e  g ro s s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  th e  two n a r r a ­
t i v e  b lo ck s  i n  t h e i r  sequence of f e a t u r e s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in  o rd e r  
to  h i g h l i g h t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
S. Cook and Y. Z ak o v i tch  have re c o g n iz e d  p a r a l l e l s  between th e
2
f i r s t  segm ents  o f  th e  Gideon and Samson s e r i e s  ( t h e  t h e o p h a n i e s ) .
Cook noted  such p a r a l l e l  d e t a i l s  as th e  m essen g e r ,  th e  d e a th  t h r e a t ,  
th e  m ea l ,  and th e  ;ock a l t a r .  Z ak o v i tch  went f a r t h e r  and su g g es ted
^ J .  C. Exum, "Prom ise  and F u l f i l l m e n t :  N a r r a t i v e  A rt in  Judges  
1 3 ,"  JBL 99 (1 9 8 0 ) :4 3 -5 9 ;  "A sp ec ts  of Symmetry and B alance  in  th e  
Samson S ag a ,"  JSOT 19 (1 9 8 1 ) :3 —29• Cf. a l s o  th e  s t r u c t u r a l l y  i n t e r ­
e s te d  s tu d y  o f  J .  A. Freeman, "Samson’s Dry Bones: A S t r u c t u r a l  Read­
in g  o f  Ju d g es  1 3 -1 6 ,"  in  L i t e r a r y  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  B i b l i c a l  N a rra ­
t i v e s  . v o l .  2 , ed .  K. R. R. Gros L ouis  ( N a s h v i l l e :  Abingdon, 1982),  
p p .  145-160.
2Cf. ch ap .  1, p .  27 f o r  th e  l i t e r a t u r e .
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Chat th e  sequence  o f  d e t a i l s  in  th e  Gideon s t o r y  a c t u a l l y  i n f lu e n c e d  
th e  ( s i m i l a r )  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  Samson s t o r y .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to  e n la r g e  
t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n t o  th e  rem a in in g  segm ents  o f  t h e  two n a r r a t i v e  b lo c k s  
th ro u g h  an ex ten d ed  s e t  o f o b s e r v a t io n s ;  t h e s e  a r e  not in te n d e d ,  how­
e v e r ,  to  be e x h a u s t iv e ,^  bu t o n ly  to  ex tend  th e  i m p l i c a t io n s  of th e  
p re c e d in g  a n a l y s i s  in  a g e n e ra l  way to  t e s t  th e  f i n d in g s  so f a r .
I .  I n  th e  second segment o f  b o th  n a r r a t i v e  c o l l e c t i o n s  th e  
a c t i o n  fo c u s e s  on novel d e t a i l s  and mechanisms by which th e  judge  
a c t u a t e s  h i s  e f f o r t .  The Gideon s t o r y  has i t s  l a p p in g - d o g  s c e n e ,  
t h r e e  hundred men, a dream and i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t ru m p e ts  and j a r s  
w i th  t o r c h e s  and a s t r a t e g e m ;  th e  Samson t a l e  i t s  l i o n  k i l l e r ,  bees 
and honey i n  th e  l i o n  c a r c a s s ,  a r i d d l e  and i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a t ­
t e n t i o n  to  th e  number t h r e e  (30 v s .  G id e o n 's  3 0 0 ) ,  and a s t r a t e g e m  
2
w hich b a c k f i r e d .  The two s t o r i e s  end , however, w i th  an i n v e r s i o n :  
Gideon r o u t s  th e  M id ia n i te s  and g a in s  s u p p o r t  from Ephraim; Samson 
l o s e s  b o th  h i s  s e c r e t  and h i s  w ife  (1 4 :1 7 —2 0 ) .  ̂ But bo th  s t o r i e s  
ap p ea r  to  be p r i m a r i l y  concerned about how th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  Angel
In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  s t u d i e s  o f  Cook and Z a k o v i t c h ,  B oling  
J u d g e s ,  pp. 222-223 , o b se rv e s  th e  fo l lo w in g  p a r a l l e l s :  (1 )  th e  p ro ­
t r a c t e d  theophany  sce n es  (1 3 :2 -2 5 ;  6 :1 1 -2 7 )  make th e  p o in t  t h a t  th e  
s u b j e c t s  have a l l  th e  in fo rm a t io n  th ey  need; (2 )  13 :15— "P le a se  l e t  
us d e t a i n  you"— may be an echo o f  6 :1 7 -1 8 ;  (3 )  l i k e  G ideon , Manoah 
r e q u i r e s  a s i g n  ( c f .  13:17; 6 :3 7 -4 0 ) ;  (4 )  th e  v e r b  nV^y in  13:19 has 
th e  same s e n s e  in  6 :1 9 — " p r e p a r e ,  make r e a d y ."  C f . a l s o  h i s  comments 
on p .  223 .
2
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  230, in  a d d i t i o n ,  n o t e s  th e  p a r a l l e l  u ses  
o f  f o r  Samson (1 4 :4 )  and Gideon ( 8 : 2 2 - 2 3 ) ,  though o f  o p p o s i t e
g ro u p s .  V a r io u s  echoes of th e  D eborah-B arak  s t o r i e s  a r e  a l s o  p o in ted  
o u t  by B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , pp. 230, 236, 239 .
3
T h e re  i s  a l a r g e r  netw ork  of v a r i a  i n c lu d in g  th e  o c c a s io n  
m o t i f s  (Gideon t h r e s h e s ,  Samson seek s  a w i f e ) .  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  
230, n o te s  t h a t  " th e  f req u en c y  w i th  which so many n a r r a t i v e  e lem en ts  
from e a r l i e r  s t o r i e s  r e a p p e a r  in  i n v e r t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  th e  Samson 
s t o r i e s  i s  indeed  s t r i k i n g . "
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o f  Yahweh o r  h i s  S p i r i t  worked in  th e s e  d e t a i L s  and in  s p e c i a l  mani­
f e s t a t i o n s  to  produce an i n i t i a l  blow to  th e  enemy; h e n c e ,  b o th  n a r ­
r a t i v e s  c l im ax  w i th  e i t h e r  a r e a l  o r sy m b o lic  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  
t h r e a t e n i n g  f o r e i g n e r s  ( c f .  7 :22 ; 1 4 :1 9 ) .
2. The t h i r d  segment o f  b o th  n a r r a t i v e  g roups  fo c u s e s  on 
revenge  and d e a th ,  Gideon toward th e  men o f  S u cco th  and P e n i e l , 
Samson toward th e  P h i l i s t i n e s .  Both b e g in  w i th  a r e b u f f  and vow o f  
revenge  ( c f .  8 :4 - 8 ;  1 5 : 1 - 3 ) .  In  b o th  t h e r e  i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  b ru ­
t a l  d e t a i l s  and m echan ics  o f  s l a u g h t e r  as t h e  n a r r a t i v e  ap p ro ach es  
i t s  d e a d ly  c l im a x .  Both s t o r i e s  end w i th  a b r i e f  r e l e a s e ,  Gideon 
w i th  th e  k in g s h ip  e p is o d e  o cc a s io n ed  bv th e  j e w e l r y  t a k e n  from the 
dead M id ia n i te  k in g s  and t h e i r  cam e ls ,  Samson w i th  t h i r s t  and th e  
s u p p ly  o f  w a te r  from th e  r o c k . 1 Nor does  i t  seem c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  
b o th  o f  th e s e  n a r r a t i v e  g ro u p s  have a tem p o ra l  n o t i c e  a t  t h e  end o f  
th e  t h i r d  segm en t,  th e  G ideon g roup  a t  8 :2 8 ,  th e  Samson g roup  a t
1 5 :2 0 .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  n o t i c e s  i s  t h a t  th e  f o u r t h / f i n a l
2
segm ents  were co n ce iv ed  bv t h e  e d i t o r  as  a p p e n d i c e s . ”
3. The f i n a l  segment o f  b o th  n a r r a t i v e  g ro u p s  fo c u s e s  on 
c h a o t i c  d e s t r u c t i o n  w ith  which th e  ju d g e s h ip  en d e d ,  G ideon-A bim elech 
w ith  A b im e lech 's  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  tow er o f  Shechem and h i s  own 
d e a th  a t  th e  hands o f  a woman, Samson w i th  h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , p .  236, o b s e r v e s  t h a t  "(Samson) i s  th e  com­
p l e t e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  ju d g e s  whose s t o r i e s  were p lace d  ahead 
o f  h i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Gideon and th e  team o f  Deborah and B a ra k ."  Cf. 
Koch, G row th , pp. 148-149, on t a l e  c o n c lu s i o n s .
2
The f ra m e w o rk - l ik e  p i e c e  a t  13:1 i s  p ro b a b ly  o n ly  an im i ta ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  R e t t e rb u c h  framework. The framework lan g u ag e  o f  c h a p s .  
3-9 has  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  from th e  J e p h th a h  and Samson ma­
t e r i a l s .  T h i s ,  in  f a c t ,  i s  i t s  o n ly  t r a c e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  few de­
t a i l s  o f  10 :6 -1 6  no ted  in  c h a p .  2 ab o v e .
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P h i l i s t i n e  tem ple  and h i s  own d e a th  i n  th e  m id s t  o f  i t — a l s o  ( i n d i ­
r e c t l y )  i s s u i n g  from h i s  invo lvem ent w i th  a woman ( D e l i l a h ) .  But 
some i n t e r n a l  l i k e n e s s e s  a l s o  a r e  p ro b a b ly  i n t e n t i o n a l .  In  both 
f i n a l  segm ents t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i s  dominated by a 
t h r e e - s t a g e  movement o f  t h o u g h t / a c t i o n  toward th e  d e c i s i v e  p o in t— 
Jo th a m 's  t h r e e  f l o r a ,  D e l i l a h ' s  t h r e e  b in d in g s — follow ed by th e  f a t e ­
f u l  r e g r e s s i v e  c l im ax :  f o r  Jo tham , Abimelech i s  th e  m is e ra b le  bram­
b le ;  f o r  D e l i l a h ,  Samson i s  nagged i n t o  r e v e a l i n g  h i s  so u rc e  o f  
s t r e n g t h  ( c f .  9 :7 - 2 0 ,  which i s  f u l l e r  [ t y p i c a l l y  f o r  th e  Gideon se -  
a u e n ce ] ;  l 6 : 4 - ’7 ) .  At t h i s  p o in t  b o th  seq u en ces  move d i r e c t l y  to  th e  
f a t e f u l  h o s t i l  ’. t i e s  which e v e n tu a te  in  d e a th :  b o th  Abimelech and Sam­
son p e r i s h  in  th e  chaos th ey  c r e a t e .
The q u a n t a t i v e  Im balance o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  i s  n o t a b l e .  The 
Gideon s e r i e s  i s  l o n g e r  by abou t  o n e - t h i r d .  In  i t s  s e g m e n ta t io n ,  mo­
t i f  fo l lo w s  m o t i f  forming a g ro s s  p a t t e r n  c o n t a i n i n g ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  
d i f f e r e n c e  in  s t o r y  d e t a i l .  The m o t i f  sequence  i s  l a r g e l y  r e p e a te d  
in  th e  Samson s e r i e s ,  bu t  more b r i e f l y .  Such modest v a r i a t i o n s  have 
been noted a l r e a d y  i n  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s ,  where th e  l a t t e r  two pe­
r i c o p a e ,  though p a i r e d  w i th  th e  f i r s t  two, a r e  s l i g h t l y  s h o r t e r .  The 
"minor ju d g e"  l i s t s  a r e  no t q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  ba lan ced  e i t h e r ;  th e  f i r s t  
i s  s h o r t e r ,  th e  l a t t e r  l o n g e r .  Thus i t  can be concluded  t h a t  the  
same r e l a t i v e  i n a t t e n t i o n  to  p r e c i s e  q u a n t i t y  b a la n c e ,  a long  w ith  a 
l i k e  i n a t t e n t i o n  to  complex v e rb a l  p a i r i n g s  from s t ro p h e  to  s t ro p h e  
o r  segment to  segm en t,  i s  p r e s e n t  h e r e  as w e l l .  The u n i t y  i s  a lo o s e  
o n e ,  b u t  r e a l  n o n e t h e l e s s .
Some s c h o l a r s h i p ,  as  noted above, has  re c o g n iz e d  th e  r e l a t i o n  
between th e  Gideon and Samson t r a d i t i o n s  as th e y  a r e  now found in  th e
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f i n i s h e d  J u d g e s .  These s t o r i e s  have been p laced  and shaped to r e l a t e  
to  each  o t h e r ,  and to  form a f u r t h e r  s t o r y - f r a m in g  p a t t e r n  in  th e  
e d i t i n g  o f  th e  f i n a l  book o f  J u d g e s .  I t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  th e  Samson 
m a te r i a l  has been formed from an e a r l i e r  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  judge s t o r i e s ,  
which a t  an e a r l i e r  s t a g e  in  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y  com prised a sec ­
ond c o l l e c t i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  f i r s t  o r  R e t t e r b u c h  group o f  Judg
3 -9 .  T h is  second c o l l e c t i o n  had somewhat d i f f e r e n t  f o c i  than  th o se  
of th e  e a r l i e r  c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  a lm ost c e r t a i n l y  in c lu d e d  E l i  and Sam­
u e l  s t o r i e s  which have now been b roken  o f f  from th e  o r i g i n a l  c o l l e c ­
t i o n  and reused  in  m o d if ied  form in  th e  e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n s  of Samuel, 
where a t  l e a s t  once th e  c o n c lu d in g  l e n g t h - o f - j u d g e s h i p  r u b r i c ,  l i k e  
th o se  of th e  J e p h th a h  and Samson m a t e r i a l s ,  was r e t a i n e d  (1 Sam 
4 : 1 8 ) .  I f  such an e a r l i e r  c o l l e c t i o n  e x i s t e d ,  i t  p ro b a b ly  co n ta in e d  
on ly  o r  m os tly  Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  s t o r i e s ,  a s  su g g e s te d  in  th e  
second i n t r o d u c t i o n  w ith  i t s  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  P h i l i s t i n e  and Ammonite 
o p p re s s io n s  y e t  to  come.
C h ap te rs  4 - 5 ,  17-18 
That t h e s e  two b lo ck s  o f  m a t e r i a l  a r e  r e l a t e d  i s  no t obv ious 
from any fo rm u la ic  d e v ic e  o r  s e q u e n c e - o f - e v e n t s  p a t t e r n .  Nor i s  i t  
obv ious t h a t  t h e r e  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  v o c a b u la ry  o r  s t y l i s t i c  hom ogeneity  
between th e  p o r t i o n s .  Judg 17—18, in  f a c t ,  has  more obv ious m o t i f  
co n n e c t io n s  w i th  th e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  J u d g e s .  (1 )  I t  i s  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  to  c h a p s .  19-21 w i th  which i t  s h a r e s  p ro -m o n a rc h ia l  i n t e r p r e ­
t i v e  i n s e r t i o n s  (1 7 :6 ;  18:1; 19:1; 2 1 :2 5 )  un ique  to  th e  f i v e  f i n a l  
c h a p te r s  combined. With t h e s e  su cceed in g  c h a p te r s  i t  a l s o  s h a r e s  
i n t e r e s t  in  t r a v e l i n g  L e v i te s  from Ju d ah ,  and th e  i n s e c u r i t i e s  and 
d e v i a t i o n s  of th e  " h i l l  c o u n t ry  o f  Ephra im ."  (2 )  I t  has r e l a t i o n s
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w ith  th e  p re ced in g  Samson s t o r i e s ;  f o r  exam ple , " th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  
Micah th rough  h i s  m other forms a c a l c u l a t e d  c o n t r a s t  to  Samson and 
h i s  m o th e r ."^  (3 )  The s t o r y  o f  M ic a h 's  i d o l s  i s  one o f  th e  few con­
c r e t e  examples o f  how th e  i d o l a t r y  o f  th e  sum m arizing n o t i c e s  of th e  
R e t t e rb u c h  a c t u a l l y  worked ou t  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  a l t h o u g h  h e r e  we a r e  d e a l ­
ing w i th  i d o l a t r o u s  Yahwism, no t  B aalism . Perhaps  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a 
g la n c o  back to  t h e  o f  th e  Ehud s t o r y  ( c f .  3 :1 5 ,  2 6 ) .  This
b r i p f  suiuiiiory c f  soma r e l a t i o n s  of ch a p s .  17-18 w i th  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
Judges  ev id en c es  th e  same phenomenon as ob serv ed  above in  v a r io u s  
p la c e s :  Judges has been much i n t e r l a c e d  w i th  c o n n e c t io n s  between i t s  
p a r t s .  S t i l l ,  some m o t i f s  d i s t i n c t i v e  to  c h a p s .  17-18 and 4-5  can be 
i d e n t i f i e d ,  though d eve loped  in  un ique  ways b ec au se  composed from a l ­
r e a d y  preform ed s t o r i e s  and n a r r a t i v e  u n i t s  w i th  t h e i r  own s t o r y  
l i n e s . ^
1. The s im p le s t  b a s i c  o b s e r v a t io n  i s  t h a t  th e s e  n a r r a t i v e s  
a re  p a i r e d ,  ch ap .  4 w ith  ch a p .  5, and ch ap .  17 w i th  ch a p .  18.^ T h is  
p a i r i n g  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  th e  r e s p e c t i v e  c h a p te r s  from th o se  which p re ­
cede and fo l lo w  in  bo th  c a s e s .  They a re  r e l a t e d  as s e q u e l s ,  Debo­
r a h ' s  song as se q u e l  to  th e  p ro s a is e d  b a t t l e  s t o r y  of ch a p .  4, th e  
D an ite  m ig r a t io n  as s e q u e l  to  th e  s t o r y  of M ic a h 's  i d o l s .  From th e  
s t a n d p o i n t  o f  a c t u a l  c o n te n t ,  one may v iew  c h a p s .  4 and 5 as p a r a l l e l  
( p r o s e  and p o e t ry )  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  v i c t o r y  o v e r  S i s e r a ,  w h ile  th e
^ B o lin g ,  J u d g e s , p . 255; he goes on , "As companion p iece  to  
th e  D euteronom ic supp lem ent on Samson, th e  r e b e l l i o u s  i n g r a t e ,  th e  
same r e d a c t o r  added th e  s t o r y  o f  M icah ."
2
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . pp . 258-259 , 266, fo l lo w in g  th e  tendency  o f  
Ju d g es  s c h o l a r s h i p .
3
I  am in d e b te d  f o r  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  to  D r .  W ill iam  Shea in  
p e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n .
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p a i re d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  c h a p s .  17 and 18 i s  one o f  e t i o l o g y — cause  and 
e f f e c t .  But t h i s  k ind  o f  v a r i e t y  i s ,  as  no ted  e l s e w h e re  in  t h i s  
s t u d y ,  r a t h e r  common to  J u d g e s '  a r ran g em en t o f  m a t e r i a l .  Do th e  two 
b locks  have any th e m a t ic  animus?
2. The two p o r t i o n s  work w i th  th e  m o t i f  o f  a p o w erfu l  woman 
(Deborah, M ic a h 's  m o ther)  whose i n f l u e n c e  i s  t r a c e d  in e x o ra b ly  
th ro u g h  many r e f l e x e s  to  i t s  c o n c lu s io n .  Both a r e  c a l l e d  "mother" 
( D X ) ,  though t h i s  term  i s  n o t  e x c lu s i v e  to  t h e s e  p e r ic o p a e  ( c f .  
Sam son 's  m o th e r ,  ch a p .  16); i t s  meaning must l i e  in  th e  n o t io n  of 
i n f l u e n c e .  One has to  be a t  l e a s t  s u s p i c i o u s  of a p la y  on t h i s  
theme, when, i n  an i n v e r s i o n ;  M ic a h 's  L e v i t e  p r i e s t  i s  c a l l e d  by b o th  
him and th e  D a n ite s  a " f a t h e r "  (3 .X ,  17:10; 1 8 :1 9 )  w h i l e  Deborah 
c a l l s  h e r s e l f  a "m other in  I s r a e l "  ( 5 : 7 ) .  These  term s a r e  c l e a r l y  
m e ta p h o r ic .  T here  i s  a l s o  an in v e r s i o n  in  r o l e s :  Deborah w ith  Barak 
s p o n so rs  I s r a e l ' s  d e l i v e r a n c e ;  M ic a h 's  m other sp o n so rs  i d o l a t r y . ^  At 
t h i s  ( e a r l y )  p o in t  in  th e  Micah s t o r y ,  h i s  m o ther  d e p a r t s  from th e  
n a r r a t i v e  and i s  r e p la c e d  by h e r  s u r r o g a t e — M ic a h 's  i d o l s  made from 
h i s  m o th e r 's  encouragem ent and g i f t .
3. With both  Deborah and Micah th e  fo cu s  i s  on t h e i r  c u l t i c  
p la c e  and i t s  f u n c t i o n  a s  an o r a c l e . D eb o rah 's  palm i s  noted i n  4 : 4 ,  
bu t  h e r  war o r a c l e s  a r e  a l l u d e d  to  th ro u g h o u t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  4 : 6 b ,  
9 -1 0 ,  14-16 , and 5 :1 -3 0  p a ss im .  In  ch a p s .  17-18 M ic a h 's  i d o l s  a r e  
sum m arily  n o ted  a t  th e  o u t s e t  ( 1 7 :3 —5 ) ,  and a g a in  in  18 :5-21  ( c f .
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  273-294 p ass im ,  n o te s  s e v e r a l  c a se s  o f  
i n v e r s i o n  o f  s t o r y  e lem e n ts  in  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  c h a p s .  19-21 to o t h e r  
p a r t s  o f  J u d g e s .
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v s .  2 7 ) ,  f o r  t h e i r  o r a c u l a r  f u n c t io n  w i th  th e  D a n i t e s . '  These  o r a c l e  
n o t i c e s ,  in  f a c t ,  a r e  th e  c e n t r a l  g u id e  in  ch a p s .  4 -5  and 17-18 to 
th e  outcome o f  th e  a c t i o n ,  i . e . ,  i n  4 -5  th e  v i c t o r y  o v e r  S t s e r a  and 
in  17-18 th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  i d o l a t r o u s  c u l t  p la c e  in  Dan in  th e  
f a r  n o r t h .
S e v e r a l  r e l a t e d  m o t i f s  c l i n g  to  t h i s  c e n t r a l  o n e .  Both por— 
t i o n s  a r e  aw are  o f  a c lo s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tw een  i d o l a t r y  and l a c k  of 
p r o t e c t i v e  s e c u r i t y  ( c f .  5 :6 -8 ;  1 8 :1 4 -2 8 ) .  The Song o f  Deborah ex­
p r e s s e s  a ch an g e :  "he ( I s r a e l ,  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  th e  c o n t e x t u a l  sug ­
g e s t i o n )  chose new g o d s ."  n ^ k / T n  D^il^X 71*13"*. w h i le  w e l l  a t t e s t e d
t e x t u a l l y ,  i s  hard  to  t r a n s l a t e ,  so t h a t  sometimes d e s i r e  i s  e x p r e s -
2 3sed to  d e l e t e  i t  o r  emend d r a s t i c a l l y .  Moore th in k s  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y
4
o u t  o f  p la c e  h e r e .  More r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  a ten d en cy  to  a c c e p t  th e  
c o lo n  as i s , ^  e i t h e r  in  the  s ta n d a rd  t r a n s l a t i o n s  as a b o v e ,^  o r  w i th  
n * » n b x  as s u b i e c t  o f  m i 1 . In th e  l a t t e r  c a s e  one would t r a n s ­
l a t e  “God chose new ones  ( m e n ) T h e  c o lo n  i s  a t t e s t e d  in  the  MT;
''Weber, o p .  96-102, d i s c u s s e s  th e  war o r a c l e  d u r in g  the  Ju d g es  
p e r io d ;  c f .  more r e c e n t l y  and in  l i g h t  o f  new d a t a  from M ari,  J .  S . 
Ackerman, "P ro p h ecy  and W arfare in  E a r ly  I s r a e l , "  BASOR 220 ( 1 9 7 5 ) :5 -  
13, making u se  o f  two e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s :  R. Bach, D ie  A u f fo rd e ru n g en  
: u r  F lu c h t  und zum Kampf im a l t t e s t a m e n t l i c h e n  P ro p h e te n s p ru c h  
(N euk irchen :  N e u k irc h e n e r , 1962); W. R i c h t e r ,  "D ie n a g i d - F o rm e l: e i n  
B e i t r a g  zur E rh e l lu n g  des n a g id -P ro b le m s ."  BZ 9 (1 9 6 5 ) :7 1 -8 4 .
^Myers , I_B (1 9 6 2 ) ,  2 :7 2 2 .
3 4B urney ,  J u d g e s . pp . 117-118. Moore, p .  145.
^ S o g g in ,  J u d g e s ,  pp. 82 , 8 6 -87 ;  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  109-110 .
^As B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , o .  102.
^ S ogg in ,  J u d g e s . pp. 82, 86; Cooke, o .  57, had c r i t i c i z e d  t h i s  
t r a n s l a t i o n  a s  "ungram m atica l  in  Hebrew and open to  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  
t h a t  Jehovah  no t  E loh im . i s  th e  Name o f  th e  poem." The most n a t u r a l  
r e a d in g  i s  to  u n d e r s ta n d  O 'V 'T t l  a s  an a d j e c t i v e  m o d ify ing  B ‘,nVX .
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t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  meaning i s  su p p o r ted  by LXX^ C  th e y  chose  new gods") 
though th e  V u lg a te  i s  l i k e  S o g g in 's  "God chose  new m en .” The though t  
o f  a change in  d e i t i e s  i s  ex p ressed  w ith  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  in  2 : 6 - 3 : 6 ,  
and i s  r e p e a te d  i n  th e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  (1 0 :6 ,  1 2 ) .  A sample o f  
movement toward i d o l a t r y ,  showing d e t a i l s  o f  how th e  problem grew in  
one c a s e  ( c h a p s .  1 7 -1 8 ) ,  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i n c e  th e  e d i t o r  u s u a l ly  
works back and f o r t h  from g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  to  i l l u s t r a t i v e  s t o r y .  A 
change in  d e i t i e s  seems more c o n t e x t u a l l y  c o h e re n t  w i th  J u d g e s '  i n ­
t e r e s t s .  The d e c l i n e  o f  p r o t e c t i v e  s e c u r i t y  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to 
i d o l a t r y .  I n s e c u r i t y  in  th e  c e n t r a l  h i l l  c o u n t ry  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  
5 :6 -8 ^  and chap . 18. Micah i s  v u l n e r a b l e  to  D a n i t e s ;  no p r o t e c t i v e  
r e c o u r s e  i s  v i s i b l e .
4 . Judg 17-18  show how M icah 's  i c o n ic  Yahwism o r i g i n a t e d  in  
Ephraim and passed  from t h e r e  to  Dan when th e  l a t t e r  t r i b e  m ig ra ted  
to  i t s  n o r th e r n  l o c a t i o n .  T h is  r e f l e c t s  th e  same d u b io u s  view of
Ephraim found e ls ew h e re  i n  Ju d g es ,  and su p p lem en ts  i t  w i th  an e q u a l ly
2
low v iew  o f  th e  t r i b e  o f  Dan.*" N eg a tiv ism  toward Dan i s  a l s o
So Cooke, Burney, Moore, and Myers; bu t B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . pp. 
109-110, 118-119, assum ing t h a t  th e  lo c u s  i s  a Yahwist r e v o lu t i o n  in  
Canaan, t a k e s  th e  v e r s e s  to  r e f e r  to  I s r a e l ' s  s u c c e s s  in  g a in in g  con­
t r o l  o f  C a n a a n i te  t r a d e  c o r r i d o r s  and from th e s e  s u c c e s s e s  has grown 
", f a t , '* i . e . ,  co m p lac en t ,  r e a d in g  H — "grow f a t ,  plump" versu s
7 T i l  I — " c e a s e . "  "Then was war in  t h e  g a t e s , "  which h as  a l s o  been 
f r e q u e n t l y  r e d iv id e d  a n d /o r  r e p o in te d  to  y i e ld  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  mean­
in g s ,  may n o n e th e l e s s  be q u i t e  c o r r e c t ;  i f  so ,  i t  i s  rem arkab ly  w e ll  
i l l u s t r a t e d  in  Judg  18, where th e  D a n ite  fo r c e  o f  600 armed men of 
war s ta n d  in  th e  open ing  o f  th e  g a t e  as a show o f  fo r c e  in  o rd e r  to  
g a in  M ic a h 's  i d o l s  from th e  h e l p l e s s  L e v i t e  p r i e s t .  The language  of 
17:6 i s  s t r i k i n g l y  r e m in i s c e n t  o f  5 :8 b ;  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  lo o k s  i n t e n ­
t i o n a l  .
^M. Noth, "The Background of Ju d g es  1 7 -1 8 ,"  in  I s r a e l ' s 
P r o p h e t i c  H e r i t a g e , e d . B. W. Anderson and W. H a r r e l s o n  (New York: 
H a rp e r ,  1962), pp . 68 -85 , n o te s  many of th e  themes i d e n t i f i e d  h e r e ,  
i n c lu d in g  th e  D an ite  n e g a t iv i s m .  I t  i s  h a rd  to  u n d e r s ta n d ,  however, 
how a D a n ite  cou ld  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  such  a n e g a t i v e  s t o r y  on the
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r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  Sons o f  Deborah ( 5 :1 7 )  where Dan a long  w i th  Reuben, 
G i le a d ,  and Asher a r e  ch ided  f o r  t h e i r  n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  war 
w i th  S i s e r a .  Dan i s  th u s  viewed as an i d o l a t r o u s  and n o n -c o o p e ra t iv e  
t r i b e  in  t h e s e  two s e c t i o n s ,  and as  an im po ten t  and d i s o b e d i e n t  one 
in  chap .  1. The D a n i te  m ig ra t io n  may be in te n d e d  as a n o r th e r n  Ca- 
n a a n i t e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p e n e t r a t i o n  m o t i f  to  match t h a t  o f c h a p s .  4 -5  in  
th e  p l a i n  o f  J e z r e e l .
As f o r  Ephraim , th e  Song o f  Deborah has th e  c o lo n ,  "From 
Ephraim whose ro o t  i s  in  Amaleq." T h is  too  i s  p r o b l e m a t i c .  "Ephra­
im” i s  c l e a r .  i n  th e  Hebrew B ib le  u s u a l l y  means " r o o t "  o r  some
r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t .^  In  U g a r i t i c ,  however, th e  meaning " o f f s p r i n g "  i s
w e l l - a t t e s t e d  in  t h e  Aqhat t e x t s  where i t  d e n o te s  th e  son o f  a p a t r i -
2c i a n  o r  r o y a l  f a m i ly .  I f  we r e a d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  " . . .  Ephraim whose 
o f f s p r i n g  i s  i n  Amaleq," th e  l i n e  re a d s  as a s l u r — one o f  E p h ra im 's  
c h i e f  c l a n s ,  p e rh ap s  more th an  one ,  has l e f t  th e  t r i b e  and jo in e d  
Amaleq. T here  i s  no need t'o emend to  "pfiy  a s  B urney ,^  o r  to
g iv eV / 'lk / '  a v e r b a l  s en se  w i th  B o l in g .4 The meaning of th e  l i n e ,  
t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  w h i le  some u n i t s  d id  come from Ephraim to  f i g h t
o r i g i n  o f  h i s  own c u l t - p l a c e  as Noth p ro p o s e s .  He s u g g e s t s ,  however, 
an o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i v e  c o r e .
1]G ,  p .  1012.
2
C f. C. Gordon, U g a r i t i c  T e x tb o o k , p .  495; i n  2 Aqhat (H e rd n er  
17) 1 :2 0 -2 1 ,  26 ,  bo th  o c c u r re n c e s  a r e  in  p a r a l l e l i s m  w i th  _bn and th e  
c o n te x t  focus  i s  on t h e  l a c k  o f  a son f o r  D a n ie l ;  c f . 2 :15  and 1
Aqhat (H erdner 19): 1 :6 0 ,  where th e  whole l i n e  means "may your ro o t
n o t  sh o o t  up in  th e  e a r t h , "  as J .  G ibson , C a n a a n i te  Myths and
L eg en d s . 2nd ed . (E d inburgh :  T & T d a r k ,  19 7 8 ),  p. 119.
3
B urney , J u d g e s . p p .  132-133.
4
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  111.
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C a n a a n i t e s ,  I t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  war w i th  S i s e r a  was marred by 
( r e c e n t ? )  d e f e c t i o n  o f  o t h e r  e lem en ts  to  Amaleq. I t  I s  v i r t u a l l y  
im p o s s ib le  to  a rg u e  t h a t  Ephraim i s  ch ided  f o r  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a t  
a l l ,  as th e  c o n te x t  names a group o f  t r i b e s  which d id  p a r t i c i p a t e  
( T - T  . . . j 1! ? ) ,  a l th o u g h  perhaps  o n ly  h a l t i n g l y  o r  p a r t i a l l y .
B o ling  i s  th e n  to  be re g a rd e d  as c o r r e c t  in  t h a t  he s e e s  t h e  l i n e  as  
p e j o r a t i v e  toward E p h ra im .1
An e q u a l l y  n e g a t iv e  a s se ssm e n t  o f  a t  l e a s t  i n d i v id u a l  wander­
ing  o r  m ob ile  L e v i t e s  i s  found in  17-18 and p e rh ap s  a l s o  in  c h a p s .
2
1 9 -2 1 .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f ,  as s u g g e s te d  h e r e ,  th e  e d i t o r s  o f  
ch a p s .  17-18 a r e  fo l lo w in g  c lu e s  and o p en in g s  in  c h i p s .  4 -5 ,  th e y  
in te n d  to  i m p l i c a t e  such L e v i t e s  in  t h e i r  n e g a t i v e  judgm ents  on th e  
agenda o f  m o t i f s  d i s c u s s e d  above .  T here  i s  no h i n t ,  how ever, in  
ch a p s .  4 - 5 ,  abou t such  a view of Levi as a t r i b e .  The n e g a t iv e  view 
o f  L e v i t e s  in  c h a p s .  17-18 i s  p ro b a b ly  to  be re g a rd e d  as an e x te n s io n  
of th e  e q u a l l y  n e g a t iv e  view o f  c u l t i c  d e t e r i o r i a t i o n s  in  th e  c e n t r a l  
h i l l  c o u n try  and th e  N orth  (D a n ) .
The p ro s e  v e r s io n  o f  th e  war w i th  S i s e r a  ( c h a p .  4 )  i s  r a t h e r  
p o s i t i v e  toward Zebulon and N a p h ta l i ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was m ain ly  
from th e s e  two G a l i l e a n  t r i b e s  t h a t  B a ra k 's  f o r c e  was drawn ( 4 : 6 ,
1 0 ) .  While I s s a c h a r  seems to  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a c c o rd ­
ing  t o  th e  poem ( 5 : l 4 b - 1 5 a ) ,  i t  i s  no t  m entioned in th e  p ro se  v e r ­
s i o n .  I t  may, n o n e t h e l e s s ,  be f a i r l y  s a id  t h a t  th e  most c o o p e r a t i v e  
t r i b e s  a r e  Zebulon  and N a p h ta l i ,  th e  two t r i b e s  most d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  
by C a n a a n i te  p re s e n c e  in  th e  war r e g io n .  The two p o r t i o n s  ( c h a p s .
1 I b i d .
2 So N oth , Background o f  Ju d g es  1 7 -1 8 ,"  pp .  73-76 .
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4 -5 ,  1 7 -1 8 ) ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c a n  be u n d e rs to o d  as c o n t a i n i n g  a complemen­
t a r y  p a t t e r n  o f  t r i b a l / s e c t i o n a l  c o n c e p t io n s :  Ephraim and Dan a r e  
d u b io u s  in  t h e i r  Yahwist l o y a l t i e s ;  Zebulon  and N a p h ta l i  ( t h e  G a l i ­
l e a n  t r i b e s )  a r e  l o y a l  to  Yahweh. T h is  i s  a p o s s i b l e  D av id ic  i n t e r —
_ 1e s t .
I t  may be conc luded  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  to  i n d i c a t e  a mod­
e s t l y  worked hom ogeneity  betw een  th e s e  two p a i r s  o f  c h a p t e r s .  But i f  
th e  book as  a w hole in  o t h e r  p o r t i o n ?  i n d i c a t e s  e v id e n c e  o f  m atching 
i n t e r e s t s  which t a k e  an e v e r—l a r g e r  fram ing s h a p e ,  t h e s e  two p a i r s  o f  
c h a p te r s  w i l l  have  to  be viewed as  v e ry  l o o s e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  around 
s e v e r a l  common m o t i f s :  two " m o th e r s ,"  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  o r a c l e s ,  th e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e i r  s p o n s o r s h ip s  on th e  outcome o f  I s r a e l ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  
p e r io d ,  and a s i m i l a r  v iew  of Ephraim and Dan as d u b io u s  in  t h e i r  
Y ahwist l o y a l t y .
I t  may a l s o  be p o s s i b l e  to  add t h a t  t h e  two p o r t i o n s  end in  a 
s i m i l a r  way, i . e . ,  in  a r e t u r n  w ith  l o s s ,  S i s e r a ' s  m o ther  a w a i t in g  
h e r  dead son from th e  window, Micah r e tu r n in g  home a f t e r  l o s in g  
e v e ry th in g  to  t h e  D a n i t e s .  I t  rem a ins  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  c h a p te r  of t h i s  
s tu d y  to  seek  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  m o t if s  to  th e  c o m p o s i t io n a l  s ta g e  
o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y  r e p r e s e n t e d  by Ju d g e s .
^ J .  L. McKenzie, World o f  t h e  J u d g e s , p .  90: " G a l i l e e  cer­
t a i n l y  formed a  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  kingdom o f David and Solomon." The 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  th e  r e g io n  o f  N a p h ta l i  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
no ted  in  1 Chr 12 :40 ; 2 Chr 16:4 ; c f .  th e  s i n g l i n g  o u t  of Zebulun and 
N a p h ta l i  in  I s a  9 : 1 - 2 .  A f t e r  734 B .C .E .  th e  r e g io n  was n o t  governed 
by Jews u n t i l  80 B .C .E . (A le x an d e r  J a n n e u s ) ;  c f .  K. W. d a r k ,  
" G a l i l e e , "  M  (1 9 6 2 ) ,  2 :3 4 4 .
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C h a p t e r s  1 - 3 ,  19-21
There i s  a f i rm  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  in  th e  p a i r e d  s t a t e m e n t s  about 
Ju d ah  going  up f i r s t .  The b r i e f  n o t i c e s  found in  Judg 1 :1 -2  and 
20:18 co rre sp o n d  to  each  o t h e r  in  a rem arkab ly  d i r e c t  way. The l a r ­
g e r  c o n te x t s  o f  th e  p a s s a g e s  a l s o  show a community o f  t r i b a l  r a t i n g  
i n t e r e s t s  in  th e  m id s t  o f  which t h e s e  fo rm u la ic  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  oc­
c u r .  M i l i t a r y  and l e a d e r s h i p  co n ce rn s  a r e  a l s o  e x p re s sed  h e r e .
Judg  1 :1 -2  Ju d g  20 :18
hv-iu/1 ’n  lhvuM nrx’ i o ’nhva ihvc/M
-irNh mn’3 7 > n i M3
u * 7  n h u 1 m  i j*7 mu' m
u  onhm mnrn mujoti hv inM3 M3 au nmm ti nhnra
rmn1 nin1 3nw’i rrmro rnirp mrp 3nw 1 i
n ’3 yixn rw ’rim run mu1
B oling  re co g n ized  h e re  a " r e d a c t o r ' s  i n c l u s i o , ” which "func­
t i o n s  to  exD ress b o th  t h e  prim acy o f  Judah  and u n i f i e d  (w i th  Simeon) 
n a tu r e  o f  th e  e n t e r p r i s e . " ^  Both th e  fo rm u la ic  c h a r a c t e r  and concep­
t u a l  c o n te n t  o f  t h e s e  two s t a t e m e n ts  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  w ith
o n ly  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s .  In  1:3 i t  i s  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  "Judah" in -  
2
e lu d es  Simeon so t h a t  th e  su b seq u e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  a l s o  to  be so
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s , p .  53; Burney seems unaware o f  t h i s  p o s s i b i l ­
i t y ,  though t h i s  may be due to  h i s  concern  w i th  h i s t o r y ,  l a n g u a g e ,  
and so u rc e s  r a t h e r  th an  w i th  r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  n a r r a t i v e ,  s a g a ,  
and book c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Moore, p .  432, however, had s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
2 0 :1 8  was borrowed from 1 : 1 - 2 .  I f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  " in  th e  fo l lo w in g  
v e r s e s  n o th in g  i s  to  be d i s c o v e r e d  o f  such a p reced en ce  o f  Judah" 
(Moore, p .  4 3 2 ) ,  th en  t h i s  shows more d e c i s i v e l y  t h a t  2 0 :18  i s  con­
s c io u s  o f  1 :1 -2 ,  On J u d a h ' s  p o s i t i o n  in  1:1 —2 :5 ,  c f .  a l s o  N. 
G o t tw a ld ,  The Hebrew B i b l e , p .  236.
2
C f . t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  J .  L. McKenzie, World of th e  J u d g e s , 
pp. 82-85 ,  who n o te s  t h e  " h e te ro g e n eo u s"  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Judah ; McKenzie 
d o u b ts  t h a t  M o th 's  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  Judah  was o r i g i n a l l y  a r e g io n a l  
name adopted by th e  t r i b e  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  can be s u b s t a n t i a t e d ;  Z . 
K a l l a i ,  " Judah  and I s r a e l — A s tu d y  i n  I s r a e l i t e  H i s t o r i o g r a p h y , "  IEJ 
28 (1 9 7 8 ) :2 5 6 -2 5 7 ,  n o te s  how th e  id e a  o f  " G re a te r  Judah" was formed.
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u n d e r s to o d  ( v s s .  4 ,  8, 9, 17, 1 9 ) .  "Judah" i s  a l s o  made to  in c lu d e  
C a le b t t e s ^  and K e n i te s  in  th e  same c h a p te r  ( v s s .  1 1 -1 8 ) .  The n a r r a ­
t i v e  f e a t u r i n g  J a e l ,  t h e  w ife  o f  Heber th e  K e n ite  in  4 :1 1 ,  17 and 
2
5 :2 4 ,  shows how p ro -K e n i te  a t t i t u d e s  a r e  ex p re s se d  beyond chap . I .  
J u d a h ' s  prominence i s  th u s  an i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  s t r e n g t h ­
en ing  by amalgamation combined w ith  Yahweh z e a l .  B o l in g ' s  c o r r e c t  
p o i n t  abou t J u d a h ' s  "prim acy" i s  n o t  to  be th o u g h t  d e d u c ib l e  from the 
meaning o f  (1 :2 ;  2 0 :1 8 )  s in c e  i t  does  n o t  mean " fo rem o s t"  b u t
" in  the  b eg in n in g "  or " th e  f i r s t  t im e ." 3 The c o n t e x t ,  how ever,  im­
p l i e s  t h a t  Judah i s  th e  most t h e o c r a t i c a l l y  z e a lo u s  o f  th e  t r i b e s .  
T h is  p o in t  has a l s o  been made a long  w i th  many o t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  Judg 
1 :1 -2 5 ,  in Josh  14-15 ,  to  which i t  i s  r e l a t e d .
The "Judah  f i r s t "  n o t i c e  i s ,  m o reover ,  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  i n t e r ­
e s t  o f  a p p r e c i a b l e  p a r t s  o f  c h a p s .  1-3 and 19-21 in  th e  r e l a t i o n  o f
4
Ju d ah  to  I s r a e l .  In th e s e  p o r t i o n s  ( I :  1 -2 :5 ;  3 :7 -1 1 ,  1 5 -3 0 ) ,  Judah
*0n Caleb as  a f o r e i g n  e le m e n t ,  c f .  R. F. Jo h n so n ,  " C a le b ,"
IDB (1 9 6 2 ) ,  1:483; R. deVaux, "The S e t t le m e n t  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  in  
S o u th e rn  P a l e s t i n e  and the  O r i g i n s  o f  th e  T r ib e  o f  J u d a h ,"  in  T rans­
l a t i n g  and U n d e rs tan d in g  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t , ed . H. T. Frank and W. L. 
Reed ( N a s h v i l l e :  Abingdon, 1970),  pp . 118-124, rev iew s  th e  s e v e r a l  
t r i b a l  e lem en ts  making up segm ents o f  Judah ; t h e r e  a r e  t e x t u a l  p rob ­
lems in  Judg 1 :1 6 ,  however, w hich co m p l ic a te  th e  p i c t u r e  f o r  the 
Keni ces .
2
C f.  M. N oth , The H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l , t r a n s .  P. Ackroyd (New 
York: Harper and Row, 19 5 8 ),  p .  157, f o r  th e  K e n ite  r e f e r e n c e s  in  
Jo sh u a  and J u d g e s .
3KB, p. 1025.
4 .. I s r a e l "  in  th e  s en se  o f  th e  n a t i o n  (w hole  o r  p a r t s )  o cc u rs  
59x in  Judg  19-21 , 5x in  17-18 ,  2x in  1 :1—2 : 5 ,  b u t  16x in  1 :1 —3 : 6 .  
The name " ( a l l )  I s r a e l "  has a more l o c a l i z e d ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  meaning 
when n o t  used w i th  a t r i b a l  l i s t  a s  in  chap .  1 o r  in  t h e  c o n t e x t . o f  
an  assem bly  o f  th e  whole as in  c h a p s .  19-21. K a l l a i ,  o p .  257-261, 
l o c a t e s  th e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  c o n c e p t io n  in  th e  e a r l y  monarchy. C f . 
F la n a g a n 's  r e c e n t  s tu d y  o f  "The Deuteronom ic Meaning of KOL YISRAEL," 
S tu d i e s  in  R e l i g io n  6 (1 9 7 6 -1 9 7 7 ) :1 5 9 -1 6 8 ,  where he a rg u es  t h a t
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i s  th e  a s c e n d a n t  t r i b e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a g a i n s t  Beniamin and perhaps  
Ephraim as  w e l l . ^
In  Judg 1, " I s r a e l ” d e s i g n a t e s  th e  l i s t  o f  t r i b e s  in c lu d e d  in
th e  c h a p te r ,  so t h a t  th e  p o r t i o n s  o s c i l l a t e  between " I s r a e l "  and sp e -  
2
c i f i c  t r i b a l  names. T h is  o s c i l l a t i o n  from " I s r a e l "  to  i n d i v id u a l  
t r i b e s  i s  a l s o  s u s t a in e d  i n  c h a p s .  19-21 in  a d i f f e r e n t  f o r a :  "And 
th e  peop le  o f  I s r a e l  d e p a r te d  from t h e r e  a t  t h a r  t im e ,  e v e ry  man to  
h i s  t r i b e  and fa m i ly  ( Q 3 . W ,  i"inDW£j) , and th ey  went ou t  from th e r e  
ev e ry  man to  h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  ( 2 1 : 2 4 ) . "  O s c i l l a t i o n  from th e  whole to  
th e  p a r t s  i s  e x h i b i t e d  in  a c o r re s p o n d in g  n o t i c e  in  2 :6 :  "When Joshua 
d ism is se d  th e  p e o p le ,  th e  p e o p le  o f  I s r a e l  went each to  h i s  in h e r ­
i t a n c e  to  ta k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  lan d  (RSV)." The nominal l i n k  i s  
n ' v n l  which a p p e a rs  in  b o th  s o u r c e s .
The “I s r a e l "  o f  c h a p s .  19-21 a l s o  c o n t a i n s  an a n t i t h e s i s  to  
c e r t a i n  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  o f  2 :1 1 -1 9 .  In th e  l a t t e r ,  a l l  I s r a e l  i s  
viewed n e g a t i v e ly ;  th e  t r i b e s  s l i p  i n t o  i d o l a t r y  and o p p re s s io n  and
(1 )  th e  p h ra s e  i s  p re -D eu te ro n o m ic ,  h av in g  o r i g i n a t e d  w e ll  b e f o r e  850 
B .C .E .;  (2 )  th e  p h ra s e  became a f a v o r i t e  o f  th e  D euteronom ic e d i t o r s  
i n  th e  J o s i a h  epoch .  D e s p i te  t h e  ex trem e f r eq u en c y  o f  " I s r a e l "  in  
J u d g  17-21 as no ted  above , " a l l  I s r a e l "  p e r  s e  o n ly  a p p e a rs  in  Judg 
8 :2 7 ;  2 0 :3 4 .  F la n ag an ,  p .  165, n o te s  th e  i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  " I s r a e l "  and 
" a l l  I s r a e l "  in  p r e -  o r  e a r ly -m o n a rc h ia l  u s e s .  Thus i t s  u se  in  Judg 
17-21 i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  l a t e .
^Soggin , J u d g e s , p .  303, n o t e s ,  c o r r e c t l y ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  some 
ev id en c e  in  th e  t e x t ,  t h a t  th e  B en ja ra in i te  fo cu s  o f  ch ap s .  19-21 a l s o  
in c lu d e s  Ephra im .
2
G. A. D a n e l l , S tu d i e s  i n  t h e  Name I s r a e l  i n  t h e  Old T es tam en t 
(U ppsa la :  C. W. K. G lee ru p ,  19 4 6 ),  showed t h a t  " I s r a e l "  may o f t e n  be 
used to  c o n t r a s t  th e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  p e o p le  w i th  a m i n o r i t y  
u s u a l l y  m entioned  by name, so t h a t  " I s r a e l "  has a k ind  o f  v a r i a b l e  
meaning i n  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  books o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le  ( c i t e d  by de  
Geus, pp .  44 -45 ; F lan ag an ,  p .  164, n o te s  th e  same u s e  in  ( p r e -  
D euteronom ic) 2 Sam 3 :1 2 ,  21, where I s r a e l  i s  spoken o f  a p a r t  from 
Benjamin b e f o re  th e  u n i t e d  monarchy.
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c ry  o u t  in  a n g u i s h .  In c h a p s .  19-21 a l l  I s r a e l  r a t h e r  a c t s  in  assem­
b ly  to  p u n ish  and th e n  r e c o n s t i t u t e  th e  n e a r l y  d ec im a ted  B en jam in .  
T hus ,  2 :1 1 -1 9  c o n t a i n s  c o n c e p ts  w ith  a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  
th an  ch ap s .  19-21; t h i s  may be due to  i t s  l a t e n e s s  o r  to  a n o th e r  i n ­
tended  c o n t r a s t / i n v e r s i o n .  The rem a in d e r  o f  c h a p s .  1 -3 ,  how ever,  i s  
more homogeneous w ith  c h a o s .  1 9 -2 1 .
In a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s  w h o l e - t o - t h e - p a r t s  o s c i l l a t i o n ,  i n  which 
Judah i s  th e  a s c e n d a n t  t r i b e ,  t h e r e  a r e  f r e q u e n t  n e g a t iv e  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  B en jam in . Employment o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  B en jam ite  d e f i ­
c i e n c i e s  shows t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  t r i b e  o v e r  which th e  e d i t o r s  w ished 
to  p la c e  J u d a h .  The two p o r t i o n s — c h a p s .  1 -3 , 19-21— m a in ta in  a 
r a t h e r  c o n s i s t e n t  t r i b a l  r a t i n g  sys tem  in  which Judah  i s  th e  most 
p o w e r fu l ,  Y a h w i s t i c a l ly  z e a l o u s ,  and u n i f y in g  t r i b e ,  w h i le  Benjamin 
i s  an i n e f f e c t i v e  ( 1 : 2 1 ) ,  v i o l e n t  ( 3 : 1 8 - 2 4 ) ,  in d e p e n d e n t ,  and d i s r u p ­
t i v e  t r i b e  ( c h a p s .  1 9 -2 0 ) ,^  though n o n e th e l e s s  p a r t  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  
u n io n ,  th e re b y  w a r ra n t in g  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  ( c h a p .  2 1 ) .  T h is  r a t i n g  
system  i s  focused  in  c h a p s .  1-3 and 19-21 f o r  bo th  Judah  and B enja­
m in .2
S i m i l a r l y  B. MacDonald, "The B i b l i c a l  T r ib e  o f  B en jam in : I t s  
O r ig in s  and I t s  H is to ry  D uring th e  P e r io d  o f  th e  Judges o f  I s r a e l "  
(Ph.D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Am erica, 1 9 7 4 ) .  T h is  
r a t i n g  sys tem  In c lu d e s  a Sodomite s l u r  in  ch ap .  19, which was a c h ie v ­
ed i n  n a r r a t i n g  th e  e v e n ts  l e a d in g  to  th e  murder o f  th e  L e v i t e ' s  con­
cu b in e  by u s in g  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  L o t ’s Sodom e x p e r ie n c e  (Gen 19) in  
th e  amount o f  no l e s s  th an  t h i r t e e n  p h ra s e s  in  sequence  (B u rn ey ,
J u d g e s . p .  444; c f .  a l s o  S. N i d i t c h ,  "The 'S o d o m ite '  Theme in  Judges  
19-20: F am ily ,  Community, and S o c ia l  D i s i n t e g r a t i o n , "  CBQ 44 >[1982]: 
3 6 5 -3 7 8 ) .
2
Benjamin i s  r e f e r r e d  to  3x in  c h a p s .  1 -3 , bu t  42x in  19—21, 
th o u g h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i s  m o s t ly  due to  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  fo c u s ;  th e  
o n ly  o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  in  5 : 4  ( t h e  o ld  poem where Benjamin seems 
to  be viewed p o s i t i v e l y ) ,  and 1 0 :9  where Benjamin i s  o ccu p ied  o r  a t  
l e a s t  h a ra s sed  by Ammon.
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The v a lu e s  on th e s e  two t r i b e s  In c h a p s .  1-3 and 19-21 can be 
summarized as fo l lo w s :  Judah l e a d s  th e  d i s i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  th e  Canaan- 
I t e s  ( c h a p .  1) and th e  war o f  vengence  on Benjamin f o r  th e  d e a th  o f  
th e  L e v l t e ' s  co n cu b in e  ( c h a p s .  2 0 -2 1 ) ;  Judah  i s  s t r o n g e r  b ecau se  o f
t r i b a l  am algam ations and th e  k in d s  o f  am algam ating  groups ( C a l e b i t e s ,
1 1 K e n i te s ,  S imeon). Judah  co n a u ere d  J e ru sa le m "  and worked so u th  and
w est  from t h e r e .  From t h i s  t r i b e  th e  "example" ju d g e  ( O th n ie l )
emerged; and J u d a h 's  d e l i v e r a n c e  from C u s h a n - r is h a th a im  i s  th e  f i r s t
to  be r e p o r t e d  to  th e  r e a d e r  ( 3 : 7 - 1 1 ) .  When " th e  men o f  I s r a e l  s e n t
up in  f i r e  • in ^ '^ ') "  in  2 0 :4 8 ,  th ey  were do in g  what Judah  a l s o
3
d id  i n  1 :8 .  Benjam in , how ever,  c a n n o t  take  ( i t s  p o r t i o n  o f)  J e r u -
4
sa lem ,  so th e  J e b u s i t e s  and B e n ja m in i te s  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  ' u n t i l  t h i s  
d a y . " ^  I t  i s  th e  v i o l e n t ,  t r e a c h e r o u s ,  am b id ex tro u s  (3 :1 5 ;  2 0 :1 6 )  
t r i b e ,  a s  c h a p s .  19-21 argue  and as one can see  from E hud 's
R. deVaux, "The S e t t le m e n t  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e s  in  S o u th e rn  
P a l e s t i n e  and the  O r ig in s  o f  th e  T r ib e  o f  Ju d a h ,"  pp . 108-134 , d i s ­
c u s s e s  th e  s e v e r a l  t r i b a l  components o f  Judah  by am algam ation  in  th e  
e r a  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .
2
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  56, t h i n k s  t h a t  th e  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t r a d i c ­
to r y  r e f e r e n c e s  in  Judg  1 to  J e r u s a l e m 's  c a p tu r e  by Judah and non­
c a p tu r e  by Benjamin can be e x p la in e d  by a d i s t i n c t i o n  between the  
u n f o r t i f i e d  so u th w e s te rn  h i l l  (w hich  Judah  took) and th e  f o r t i f i e d  
e a s t e r n  h i l l  (which Benjamin d id  n o t  t a k e ) .
^"Send up ( in  f i r e "  o c c u rs  o n ly  in  1 :8 ;  2 0 :4 8 ;  o th e r w is e  
th e  formal e x p r e s s io n  i s  "burn  w i th  f i r e  (V]/X3. “l y ^ l ) . ”
^Jeb u s  ( J e b u s i t e ,  J e b u s i t e s )  o cc u rs  o n ly  in  c h a p s .  1-3 (3x) 
and 19-21 (3 x ) .
^F or d e t a i l s  on t h i s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  c f .  B. C h i ld s ,  "A S tudy o f  
th e  F orm ula , 'U n t i l  t h i s  D a y ' , "  JBL 82 (1 9 6 3 ) :2 7 9 -2 9 2 ,  who shows t h a t  
c o n t r a r y  to  A l t  and N oth , who re g a rd e d  th e  term as a c lu e  to  e t i o l o g ­
i c a l  m a t e r i a l ,  i t  r e a l l y  i s ,  in  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Hebrew B ib le  o cc u r­
r e n c e s ,  an e d i t o r i a l  comment on e x i s t i n g  t r a d i t i o n s .  C f . W e ip p e r t ,  
S e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  T r i b e s  i n  P a l e s t i n e . S tu d ie s  in  B i b l i c a l  
T h eo lo g y ,  Second S e r i e s ,  n o .  21 ( N a p e r v i l l e ,  1 1 1 . :  A l l e n s o n ' s ,  1971),  
p . 138.
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t r e a c h e r y ,  and an i d o l a t r o u s  t r i b e ,  as  can be s ee n  from i t s  a s s o c ia ­
t i o n  w i th  th e  o th e rw is e  u n c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  in  th e  Jo rd an
v a l l e y  ( 3 :1 9 ,  2 6 ) .^  S e c u r i t y  i s  weak o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  in  Benjamin 
( c h a o .  1 9 ) ;  one does no t d a r e  s t a y  in  th e  s t r e e t  and m ight en c o u n te r  
sex u a l  a t t a c k s  even i f  he has  a house f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  ( c h a p .  19 ) .
Benjamin i s  o n ly  d e f e a te d  o r  subdued w i th  d i f f i c u l t y .  The a c t  o f  
2' r e c o n s t i t u t i o n "  o f  th e  t r i b e  in  c h a p .  21 i s  o n ly  due to  th e  concern
o f  th e  o t h e r  t r i b e s  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  n o th in g  more.
The C a n a a n i te s  a r e  a n o th e r  homogeneous e lem en t in  1-3 and
19-21 as B oling  s u g g e s t s . ^  They a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m entioned in  1 :1 -3 :6
(17 t im es  by B o l in g ' s  c o u n t ) .  They a r e  no t  prom inent in  c h a p s .  19-
21. bu t  th e  c u r io u s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  S h i lo h  i n  th e  land  o f  Canaan
(2 1 :1 2 )  b e t r a y s  a g e o g r a p h ic a l  c o n c e p t :  t h e  C an a a n i te s  belong  to  th e
West J o rd a n ,  no t th e  E as t  J o r d a n .  They form th e  c h i e f  o p p o s i t io n  to
I s r a e l  a c c o rd in g  to  chap . 1. The o n ly  o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  to  C a n a a n i te s
in  Judges  i s  i n  5:19 ( th e  o ld  Deborah poem). " S h i lo h  in  th e  land  o f
Canaan" i s  so unu su a l  t h a t  i t  can h a r d ly  be u n d ers to o d  as l e s s  than
4
d e l i b e r a t e l y  e v o c a t iv e .
i s  a fram ing elem ent in  th e  c h i a s t i c  a r rangem en t o f
th e  Ehud t a l e .
2
S o g g in 's  te rm , J u d g e s . p .  320; B o ling  sp eak s  o f  B e n jam in 's  
" r e v i v a l , "  J u d g e s , p .  292 , b u t  i t  i s  more l i k e  a r e s c u e ;  Benjamin 
o n ly  s u r v i v e s  because  th e  o t h e r  t r i b e s  f e e l  " a l l  I s r a e l "  r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t y .
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  292.
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  292, i n t e r p r e t s  " S h i lo h  in  th e  land  o f
C anaan ,"  " to  r e f l e c t  an e a r l y  e x i l i c  comment," s i n c e  t h i s  i s  when he 
u n d e r s ta n d s  1 : 1 - 2 : 5 ,  19-21 t o  nave been added— a w id e ly  h e ld  v iew .
But th e  e x p r e s s io n  answ ers to  J a b e s h -G i le a d  in  th e  c o n t e x t .  There­
f o r e  i t  would be b e t t e r  u n d e rs to o d  cs r e f e r r i n g  to  West J o rd a n  in
c o n t r a s t  to  J a b e s h -G i le a d  w hich  i s  in  E a s t  Jo rd a n  and which i s  th e
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In  s t i l l  a n o th e r  homogeneous e le m e n t ,  B e th e l  i s  th e  s i t e  o f  an 
o r a c l e  in  ch a p s .  19-21 (2 1 :1 9 ( 2 ) ;  2 0 :1 8 ;  2 1 :2 )  to  which I s r a e l  assem ­
b le s  to  c o n s u l t  Yahweh. I n  ch ap .  1 s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  devoted  to 
th e  s e c u r in g  of B e th e l  by th e  "House o f  J o s e p h ."  O therw ise  B ethel 
o n ly  o c c u r s  in  4 : 5  w i th  no o th e r  a p p a re n t  i n t e r e s t  than  l o c a t i n g  Deb­
o r a h ' s  palm . But t h i s  too  r e f e r s  to  an o r a c l e .
A ga in ,  i”0 3 ,  h as  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  th e  c o m p i le r  o f  th e s e  por­
t i o n s .  I f  a "Judah f i r s t "  c o n c e p t io n  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  
1 :1 - 2 :5 ,  th en  2 :1 -5  a t  th e  end of t h i s  segment now f u n c t i o n s  to  sum­
m arize  th e  covenan t n on-com pliance  d e t a i l e d  in  th e  c h a p t e r ' s  t r i b a l  
l i s t .  T h is  p ie c e  ( 2 : 1 - 5 )  c lo s e s  1 :1 - 2 :5  w i th  th e  m o t i f  o f  I s r a e l  
w eep ing , a l th o u g h  why I s r a e l  weeps i s  n o t  c l e a r .  The v e rb  r o o t  H D 3. 
i s  used o f  a l l  I s r a e l  in  2 : 1 ,  4 ,  5; 2 0 :2 3 ,  26; and 2 1 :2 ,  bu t  nowhere 
e l s e  ex c ep t  i n c i d e n t a l l y  o f  two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b o th  women ( J e p h th a h 's  
d a u g h t e r ,  Sam son 's  f i r s t  w i f e ) .  The f i r s t  t h r e e  and f i n a l  two o f  
th e s e  s i x  u s e s  o f  H 3 3 .  co n c lu d e  w i th  a n o t i c e  t h a t  s a c r i f i c e  i s  o f ­
f e red  ( c f .  2 :5 ;  20 :26 ; 2 1 :2 -4 ) ;  i n  th e  l a t t e r  c a se s  th e  weeping and 
s a c r i f i c e  i s  a t  B e th e l .
F i n a l l y ,  among th e  s e v e r a l  m o t i f s  common to  c h a p s .  1 -2 :5  and 
19-21, B oling  n o te s  th e  prom inence o f  t h e  dismemberment i n t e r e s t  
(Adoni Bezek and th e  concub ine  r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  Adoni BSzek, who had 
c u t  o f f  th e  thumbs and to e s  o f  s e v e n ty  k in g s ,  r e c e iv e d  th e  same 
t r e a tm e n t  from I s r a e l  (1 :6 —7 ) ;  t h e  L e v i t e  cu t  up h i s  d e a d ,  b r u t a l i z e d  
concub ine  and s e n t  h e r  tw e lv e  p a r t s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  t r i b e s  o f  I s r a e l . *
r e f e r e n c e  p o in t  in  th e  immediate t e x t ;  "Canaan" in  t h e s e  p o r t io n s  
means th e  t e r r i t o r y  west o f  th e  J o r d a n .
* B o lin g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  273-279, 283-288, 292-294 p a s s im .  The 
dismemberment m o t i f  may c o r r e l a t e  w i th  th e  " a l l  I s r a e l "  i n t e r e s t ,
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B oling  i s  u n d o u b ted ly  c o r r e c t  in  h i s  v iew  t h a t  what c h a p s .  19- 
21 answer p r e c i s e l y  to  i s  1 : L —2 ; 5 .  ̂ But th e  d i s c u s s i o n  above sug­
g e s t s  t h a t  th e  e d i t o r  who added th e s e  p o r t i o n s  was a l s o  aware t h a t  
th e  m a t e r i a l  now i n  3 :7 -3 1  a l r e a d y  c o n ta in e d  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  f a v o r ­
a b le  to  h i s  t r i b a l  r a t i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  i . e . ,  Ju d ah  anu Ber-jam^n. S t i l l ,
i t  i s  to  be emphasized t h a t  t h e  c h i e f  c o n n e c t io n s  in  d e t a i l  a re  w ith
2
1 :1 - 2 : 5 ,  th e  l e a s t  w ith  2 :1 1 - 3 :3 1 ,  a l th o u g h  th e  a l l - I s r a e l  v iew p o in t
s i n c e  in  th e  second ca se  ( c h a p .  19) th e  dismembered concub ine  i s  cu t  
up i n t o  tw e lv e  p a r t s ,  one f o r  each t r i b e .  The Bezek dismemberment 
( c h a p .  1) i s  a l s o  r e l a t e d  to  th e  p ro - Ju d a h  i n t e r e s t .  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . 
pp. 276-277 , r i g h t l y  n o te s  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  between Bezek and th e  Le- 
v i t e ' s  c o n c u b in e :  " . . .  t h i s  t im e  ( c h a p .  19) th e  aim i s  to  m o b i l iz e  
th e  c o n f e d e r a c y ,  no t  to  d e m o ra l iz e  th e  o p p o s i t i o n . "  The aim o f  
a ro u s in g  th e  t r i b e s  in  an emergency s i t u a t i o n  i s  r e m in i s c e n t  o f  J e p h -  
t h a h ' s  d a u g h te t—s a c r i f i c e .
^At an e a r l i e r  s t a g e  o f  c o m p o s i t io n ,  Ju d g e s  began w i th  2 :6 -9  
(10?; J .  M yers,  " J u d g e s ,"  IB_ [1 9 5 3 ] ,  2 :6 8 0 -6 8 1 ) .  While t h i s  Jo sh u a  
p o r t i o n  c o n ta in s  an i n v e r s i o n  w i th  i t s  p a r a l l e l  in  Jo sh  2 4 :2 8 -3 1 ,  
t h e i r  o th e rw is e  v i r t u a l  i d e n t i t y  shows t h a t  t h e  l a s t  few l i n e s  o f  
Jo sh u a  were re p e a te d  as th e  f i r s t  few l i n e s  o f  J u d g e s ,  s u g g e s t in g  an 
o r i g i n a l  s c r o l l  o r  t a b l e t  j o i n .  These r e p e t i t i o n s  a r e  s i m i l a r  to  
th o s e  which a r e  found th ro u g h o u t  Exodus as . jo in s  (R . K. H a r r i s o n ,  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  th e  Old T es tam e n t  [Grand R ap ids :  Eerdmans, 19 6 9 ],  pp .  
567-574) and p a r a l l e l e d  in  th e  j o i n  p a rag ra p h  which ends and b eg in s  
C h ro n ic le s  and E zra  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The s e v e r a l  s c r o l l s  o f  th e  A t r a -  
h a s i s  E p ic  a r e  a l s o  jo in e d  in  p r e c i s e l y  th e  same way, c f .  W. G. Lam­
b e r t  and A. R. M i l l a r d ,  A t r a h a s i s :  The B a b y lo n ia n  S to r y  o f  th e  F lood 
(O x fo rd :  C la ren d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  87 , 89. P erh ap s  Jo sh u a  and 
Judges were once a jo in e d  work, a l th o u g h  now th e y  have been sep a­
r a t e d  .
2
W hile i t  has been noted t h a t  some c o n n e c t io n  e x i s t s  between 
2 : 6 - 3 : 6  and c h a p s .  19 -2 1 , d e t a i l e d  c o r re s p o n d e n c e s  a re  no t  in  e v i ­
d e n c e .  T h is  may w e ll  be due to  t h e  p o s s i b l e  l a t e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  2 :1 1 — 
19. B e y e r l i n ,  "Gattung und H e rk u n f t , "  pp. 1 3 -1 5 ,  shows t h a t  t h i s  
p o r t i o n  a lo n e ,  u n l i k e  th e  frameworks around th e  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s ,  
has r e a l  l i n g u i s t i c  and p h r a s e o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  Deuteronomy, 
J e r e m ia h ,  and K in g s ;  a smooth c o n n e c t io n  may be seen  to  e x i s t  betw een 
2 :10  and 2 :20  i f  an e a r l i e r  form o f  Judges  l a c k e d  2 :1 1 - 1 9 .  But t h e r e  
a r e  d i f f i c u l ^ i o c  w ith  t h i s  s i n c e  b o th  W i l l ia m s '  and W e in f e ld 's  l i s t s  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  D lan g u ag e  may go as  f a r  as  v s .  2 3 .  Cf. A. D. H. Mayes, 
The S to r y  o f  I s r a e l  Between S e t t l e m e n t  and E x i l e :  A R e d a c t io n a l  S tu d y  
o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  19 8 3 ),  
p .  68, f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  betw een  2 :1 9  and
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o f  2 : 6 - 3 : 6  i s  c l e a r l y  in  m o t i f - c o n t i n u i t y  w ith  c h a p s .  19-21 . I t  i s  
no t u n th in k a b le  t h a t  th e  R e t t e r b u c h  sequence  o f  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  was 
m o d if ied  by an e d i t o r  in  o r d e r  to  b r i n g  th e  d e s i r e d  m o t if  m a n i f e s ta ­
t i o n s  i n t o  p r o x im i ty .  However t h i s  may b e ,  t h e  o b s e r v a t io n s  above 
l e a d  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  th e  f r o n t  m a t t e r  o f  Ju d g es  ( c h a p s .  1 -3) 
and th e  end m a t t e r  ( c h a p s .  19-21)  form frame b lo ck s  which ex tended  
th e  fram ing  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  s t o r i e s  o f  Ju d g es  a l l  the  way to  i t s  
o u t e r  ed g e s .
In  sum, t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  o f  a g r o s s  c o m p o s i t io n a l  te ch ­
n iq u e  in  which a f t e r  having  made th e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  f i t  each  
o t h e r  around th e  c e n te re d  d i p l o m a t i c  p e r i c o p e ,  th e  e d i t o r s  went on to  
ex ten d  th e  fram in g  p ro cess  f a r t h e r .  They 'Jteplit  th e  l i s t  o f  m inor  
j u d g e s  j u s t  b e f o r e  J e p h t h a h ' s  name a p p e a re d ,  and framed th e  J e p h th a h  
m a t e r i a l  w ith  th e  two p o r t i o n s .  They added th e  Gideon and Samson 
b lo c k s ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  by a sys tem  of sequenced mo­
t i f  l i n k s .  Chaps. 4-5 and 17-18  were c o r r e l a t e d  by a s i m i l a r  sys tem  
o f  l i n k a g e s ,  a s  were c h a p s .  1-3 and 1 9 -2 1 .  D la g r a m a t i c a l l y  th e  
b o o k 's  s t r u c t u r e  was c o n c e p tu a l i z e d  in  b lo ck s  as f o l lo w s :
2 :2 0  t o g e t h e r  w i th  p e r t i n e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ;  t h e r e  a r e  some d i f f e r e n c e s  
in  d e t a i l  between t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  and t h a t  o f  Mayes.
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The P rob lem  o f  L e a d e r s h ip /K in g s h ip  in  Ju d g es  
The M onarchia l S ta tem en ts  of Chaps. 17-21
1 have  d i s c u s s e d  th e  g ro s s  r e d a c t i o n a l  u n i t y  o f  Judges  im plied  
by th e  J ep h th ah  p e r ic o p a e ,  and noted  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  h i s  r i s e  to  
s i n g u l a r  r u l e  in  G i l e a d .  J e p h t h a h ' s  r u l e ,  how ever,  i s  no t an i s o l a t ­
ed c a s e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  government i n  Ju d g e s .  M onarch ia l  i n t e r e s t s  
a re  s t r o n g  e ls ew h e re  in  th e  book. These  i n t e r e s t s  form an im p o r ta n t
p a r t  o f  th e  en v e lo p e  of th e  J e p h th a h  p e r i c o p a e ,  and so must be d i s ­
cussed  to  d e te rm in e  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  meaning o f  th e  p a r t i c i r -  
l a r  p a r t s  under ex am in a tio n  h e r e .
While i t  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  how th e  m o n arc h ia l  i n s e r t i o n s  of 
ch a p s .  17-18 r e l a t e  to  t h e i r  s t o r y - c o n t e x t s ,  ̂ Soggin e x p r e s s e s  b e w il ­
derm ent a t  how t h e  same s t a t e m e n t s  f i t  i n t o  c h a p s .  19-21, where w ith -
2
ou t any monarch I s r a e l  seems c a p a b le  of k eep ing  i t s e l f  i n t a c t .
S t i l l ,  th e  s e n s e  o f  th e  e d i t o r s  was t h a t  th e  h o r r i f y i n g  ev e n ts  of 
ch ap s .  17-21 and th e  s o c i a l  chaos th ey  r e p r e s e n t e d  r e q u i r e d  raonat— 
c h i a l  e v a l u a t i v e  comments. At fa c e  v a lu e ,  th e y  seem to imply t h a t  an 
a l l - I s r a e l  c e n t r a l  monarch would be b e t t e r  th a n  th e  f r e e  t r i b a l  a s ­
sembly a t  p r e v e n t in g  o r  s o lv in g  such  p ro b lem s .  On t h i s  r e a d in g ,  th e
r e c u r r i n g  s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  " t h e r e  was no k in g  in  I s r a e l , ” could  be in ­
t e r p r e t e d  as a l l - I s r a e l  monarchy p ro p a g an d a .  What do th e s e  s t a t e ­
ments mean?
T here  a r e  fo u r  no-monarchy e v a l u a t i o n s  in  Judg  17 -21 . They
*Noth, " Ju d g es  1 7 -1 8 ,” pp. 79-82; N o th ’ s a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  the  
background to  th e  r e ig n  o f  Jeroboam I  was fo llow ed  r e c e n t l y  by B. 
H a lp e rn ,  " L e v i t i c  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  th e  Reform C u l t  o f  Jeroboam  I , "
JBL 95 (1 9 6 6 ) ;3 1 -A 2.
2
S o g g in ,  J u d g e s , p p .  280-283, 300-301.
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read  as fo l lo w s :
In  th o se  days t h e r e  was no k ing  in  I s r a e l ;  e v e ry  man d id  what 
was r i g h t  in  h i s  own ey e s  ( 1 7 : 6 ) .
In  th o s e  days t h e r e  was no k ing  in  I s r a e l  . . . ( 1 8 :1 )
In th o s e  days when th e r e  was no k ing  in  I s r a e l  . . . (1 9 :1 )
In th o s e  days t h e r e  was no k ing  in  I s r a e l ;  e v e r y  man d id  what 
was r i g h t  in  h i s  own ey es  (21 :25  RSV)
T h e re  ap p ea r  to  be no c l e a r  l i n k s  in  th e s e  s t a t e m e n ts  w ith  
Judg  1 -3 ,  beyond th e  g e n e r a l  " a l l  I s r a e l "  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  b o th  
b lo c k s .*  T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  how ever,  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h i s  
e v a lu a t io n  as  c a s t i n g  i t s  shadow o v er  th e  e n t i r e  e r a .  (1) " In  th o se  
days"  c e r t a i n l y  r e f e r s  in  the  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  to  th e  immeaiate  con tex­
t u a l  e v e n ts  o f  v i o l e n c e  and d i s r u p t i o n ;  b u t  0 n f l  " O ^ ^ i s  b ro a d e r  in  
i t s  r e f e r e n c e  than  the  immediate e v e n ts  which fo l lo w ;  i t  i s  r a t h e r  
t h e i r  c o n t e x t .  (2) " .  . .  t h e r e  was no k in g  in  I s r a e l "  a p p e a rs  to  be 
a g e n e r a l i z e d  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of th e  whole e r a  p r i o r  to  th e  mon­
a r c h y .  I t  has  o n ly  a two—e r a  t im e o r i e n t a t i o n — t h e  monarchy and th e  
e r a  b e f o r e  th e  monarchy. (3 )  " .  . . each  man d id  what was r i g h t  in  
h i s  own ey es"  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  independence  o f  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
s o c i a l  e n t i t i e s  in  th e  Ju d g es  E ra .  The im m ediate  examples in  ch ap s .  
17-21 g iv e  t h i s  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  a p re d o m in a n tly  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n —Micah w ith  h i s  i c o n i c  Yahwism, t h e  L e v i t e  w i th  h i s  m o b i l i t v  
and f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s .  But even w i th in  t h e s e  immediate c h a p t e r s ,  
t r i b a l  autonomy a l s o  shows i t s e l f .  Micah g iv e s  way to  th e  unh indered
But A. D. H. M ayes, Ju d g es  ( S h e f f i e l d :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Shef­
f i e l d ,  Departm ent o f  B i b l i c a l  S tu d i e s ,  1 9 8 5 ) ,  pp .  15-16 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
th e  p ro -m o n a rc h ia l  v iew p o in t  o f  c h a p s .  17-21 i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  1 :1 -2 :5 :  
"Through em phasiz ing  th e  d i s u n i t y  o f  I s r a e l  and i t s  f a i l u r e  to  s e c u re  
th e  land  in  th e  p re -m o n a rc h ic  p e r io d ,  Judg  I i n t e n d s  to  h i g h l i g h t  the 
need fo r  s t r o n g  and u n i t e d  l e a d e r s h i p  as p ro v id ed  by th e  monarchy, 
th ro u g h  w hich the land  i s  s e c u r e d .  T h is  i s  an ac co u n t  which in  f a c t  
v i n d i c a t e s  th e  m onarchy, and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  monarchy of David and 
Solomon, u n d e r  whom th o se  a r e a s  which th e  t r i b e s  co u ld  no t  conquer 
were i n c o rp o r a te d  i n t o  I s r a e l . "
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D a n ite  movements and i d o l a t r o u s  i n t e r e s t s ;  and th e  L e v i t e  and h i s  
concub ine  a re  th e  v i c t im s  o f  B e n ja m in i te  v i o l e n c e .  In b o th  s t o r i e s  
th e  problem  s p re a d s  i t s e l f  o u t ,  n o t  m ere ly  to  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  
to  a whole t r i b e .  This n o t io n  l i e s  behind  th e  o u t l i n e  o f  t r i b a l  con­
q u e s t  e f f o r t s  in  ch ap .  1 a s  w e l l .  The t r i b e s  fend f o r  th e m s e lv e s ,  
and h e lp  each  o t h e r  o n ly  to  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  am algam ation s t r e n g t h e n s  , 
a s  i n  th e  ca se  o f  Judah  w i th  Simeon and th e  K e n i t e s ,  o r  to  th e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  they  wish to  do so in  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s ,  as  in  th e  war a g a i n s t  
th e  C a n a a n i te s  ( c h a p .  5 ) .  Throughout bo th  th e  p r e - J e p h th a h ,  Jeph ­
th a h ,  and p o s t - J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l s ,  th e  w a r fa r e  i s  l o c a l - t r i b a l  w i th  
i n d i v i d u a l s  as  l e a d e r s  l a r g e l y  a c t i n g  a lo n e  on i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
Yahweh. There i s  no c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l .  Each ju d g e  e i t h e r  h im s e l f  com­
m its  a c t s  o f  p r i v a t e  t r e a c h e r y  and v en g e an ce ,  o r  i s  a ided  by o t h e r s  
who do so ( J a e l ) .
T here  i s  no p re su m p tio n  in  c o n c lu d in g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e s e  
v a lu e  judgm ents  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  co v e r  th e  whole Judges E ra .  They a l s o  
a p p ea r  to  make e x p l i c i t  what was a l r e a d y  i m p l i c i t  in  s e v e r a l  p la c e s  
in  th e  s eq u en ce ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  in  some "m ajor ju d g e s "  t h e r e  were a l r e a d y  
c e r t a i n  im pu lses  to  k i n g s h i p .  At t h e  same t im e ,  t h e s e  m onarch ic  
e v a lu a t iv e  comments add a f i n a l i z i n g  th o u g h t  to  t h e  a p o s t a s y - i d o l a t r y  
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  o f  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g  c h a p te r s  ( 1 - 5 )  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  
of Ju d g e s .  They t a k e  th e  r e a d e r  i n t o  th e  m onarchy, b u t  n o t  f a r t h e r ,  
as  a l a r g e r  framework f o r  c o n t r o l  and o r d e r . * In  what fo l low s  below ,
^The v iew  adopted  h e re  i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  b u t  n o t  argued  by 
B urney, J u d g e s . pp. 410, 459, and Moore, p .  453— a " f i n a l  comment on 
th e  whole h i s t o r y  . . ."  B o l in g ,  " In  Those D ays,"  p .  41, i s  ce r­
t a i n l y  on th e  r i g h t  t r a c k  in  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  w h i le  "he ( t h e  e d i t o r )  
in te n d e d  to  show how Yahweh was in  f a c t  s t i l l  k ing  . . . th e  l o c a l  
a r ran g em en ts  were in  need o f  r e v i s i o n  and , e v e n tu a l ly ,  D av id ic  s t a ­
b i l i t y . "  C f. a l s o  D u m b re ll ,  p p .  30-31 , who t h in k s  "no k ing  in
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th e  m o n arch ia l  im pu lses  v i s i b l e  in  th e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  w i l l  a l s o  
become v i s i b l e  in  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .
Are t h e s e  r u b r i c s  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e  abou t m onarchy, however?
The c r i t i c a l  com m entators r e c o g n iz e  th e  p ro -m o n a rc h ia l  n a t u r e  of t h e  
"no k ing"  p a s s a g e s .*  Even Buber, who a rg u es  t h a t  Judg 1-16 i s  mas­
s i v e l y  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l , acknow ledges t h a t  c h a p s .  17-21 a r e  q u i t e  th e  
2
o p p o s i t e .  In  a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e ,  how ever,  W. J .  Dumbrell pushes t h i s  
p e r c e p t io n  f a r t h e r  and c o n c lu d e s ,  a g a in s t  b o th  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  t h a t  
th e  whole book, in c lu d in g  c h a p s .  17-21, i s  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l .  His a r ­
guments a r e :  ( I )  th e  G ideon-Jo tham -A bim elech  m a t e r i a l  ( c h a p s .  8 -9 )  i s  
c l e a r l y  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l ;  ( 2 )  th e  book i s  a r e d a c t i o n a l  u n i t y ;  and 
(3) th e  "no k ing"  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  c h a p s .  17-21 a r e  e x i l i c  and c a n n o t ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  be u n d e r s to o d  as  p ro - m o n a r c h i a l .  What th ey  mean i s  t h a t  
" th e  tim e had a r r i v e d  once ag a in  f o r  ev e ry  man to  do what was r i g h t
I s r a e l "  means th e  E x i l e ,  and t h a t  " ev e ry  man d id  what was r i g h t  in  
h i s  own ey es"  s i g n i f i e s  what I s r a e l  must do in  th e  E x i l e  E ra .  But 
t h e  c o n te x tu a l  meaning f i l l - o u t  in  Ju d g es  h a r d ly  e n c o u ra g e s  such a 
view; Dumbrell a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  "no k ing  in  
I s r a e l "  i s  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  I s r a e l ' s  c o n t in u ed  e x i s t e n c e  ( p .  3 0 ) .  But 
can t h i s  r e a l l y  be th e  i n t e n t ?  Dumbrell i s  d ep en d in g  f o r  t h i s  a s ­
sessm en t  on B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  293. However, to  ta k e  t h i s  view o f  
th e  f o u r th  of t h e s e  e v a l u a t i v e  comments, B o ling  p o s i t s  a  meaning f o r  
" e v e ry  man d id  what was r i g h t  i n  h i s  own eyes"  in  2 1 :2 5  w hich  i s  
" p o s i t i v e , "  i . e . ,  th e  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t e  o f  what th e  s t a t e m e n t  means i n  
17 :6  where i t  i n t r o d u c e s  " th e  c u l t i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a n a rc h y  which 
preceded  th e  c a r e e r s  of Samuel and Saul (J u d g e s . p .  2 5 6 ) . "  This 
s h i f t  in  meaning seems q u i t e  u n l i k e l y .  A s i m i l a r  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  
same id ea  o c c u rs  in  Deut 12 :8  where i t  i s  q u i t e  f l a t l y  fo r b id d e n  to  
do wnat i s  r i g h t  in  o n e ' s  own ey es  i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  Lhe coming con­
q u e s t  and s e t t l e m e n t  in  t h e  l a n d .
*Soggin , J u d g e s . p .  265; K e il  and D e l i t z s c h ,  p .  428; Moore, p .  
369; B urney , J u d g e s . pp .  410-411 ; Cooke, p p .  161, 197.
^B uber, 69 -7 8 .
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b e fo re  Yahweh w i th o u t  any s a c r a l  p o l i t i c a l  a p p a ra tu s  to  g e t  in  th e  
..1way.
However, ( I )  th e  t e x t  does  n o t  say  " b e fo re  Yahweh," but " in
h i s  own e y e s " ;  (2)  an E x i l i c  Era d a t e  f o r  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i s  no t  a t  a l l
2
c e r t a i n  from any i n t e r n a l  e v id e n c e ,  as  Moore long  ago o b se rv ed ;  and
(3)' " p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  t o  g e t  in  th e  way” a p p e a rs  t o  t w i s t  th e  in ­
t e n t i o n  o f  th e  fo rm u la  toward th e  a n a r c h ic  c o n te x t  s u r ro u n d in g  i t .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  a rgum ents  a r e  no t  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The p ro -m o n a rch ia l  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  "no k in g "  c la u s e s  d e s e rv e s  a new c r e d e n c e .  But 
a re  th e  a p p a r e n t l y  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l  v iew s o f  th e  G ideon-A bim elech  ma­
t e r i a l s  ( c h a p s .  8 - 9 )  p o h e te n t  w ith  such a view?
Gideon
Then th e  men o f  I s r a e l  s a id  to  G ideon , "R u le  ( o v er  u s ,
you and your son  and y o u r  g ran d so n  a l s o ;  f o r  you have d e l i v e r e d  
us ( ou t  o f  t h e  hand o f  M id ian ."  G ideon  s a id  to  them,
" I  w i l l  n o t  r u l e  o v e r  you {f Mi j OX X*7) , and my son, w i l l  no t  r u l e  
o v e r  you (7W £3'1 X 7 );  t h e  LORD w i l l  r u l e  o v e r  you ( 7 V 2 3 -1, Judg 
8 :2 2 -2 3  RSV)."
The c l e a r  and o b v io u s  o f  Gideon fo r  b o th  h i m s e l f  and h is
sons seems to  i n d i c a t e  an o u t r i g h t  r e j e c t i o n  of k i n g s h ip  and d y n a s t i c  
s u c c e s s io n ,  w h i le  r e a f f i r m i n g  th e  s o l e  k in g s h ip  o f  Yahweh.
But t h e r e  a r e  c o m p l ic a t io n s  w ith  t h i s  s im p le  i n f e r e n c e .  No 
so o n er  does Gideon ap p e a r  to  r e j e c t  k i n g s h ip ,  th a n  he b e g in s  to  a c t  
as a k in g ,  and i s ,  in  f a c t ,  p i c t u r e d  as do ing  k in g ly  a c t i o n s ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  l i v i n g  a k i n g l y  l i f e ,  th ro u g h o u t  th e  rem a in d er  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  
Cundall  summarizes th e  r e l e v a n t  com bina tion  o f  e le m e n ts  as  fo l lo w s :
^Dumbrell,  p p .  *7 -3 1 ,  r e ly i n g  on B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  293.
2
Moore, p .  382; 18:30 need n o t  go beyond th e  f a l l  o f  Samaria 
and i t s  kingdom to  A s s y r i a  i n  711 B .C .E . ,  o r  i t  may be an i s o l a t e d  
E x i l i c  Era g l o s s .
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(1 )  he makes and u ses  an ephod ( p r i e s t l y ,  b u t  c f .  D avid, 2 Sam 6 :1 4 ) ;
(2) he g a t h e r s  j e w e l r y  and ro y a l  garm ents  from h i s  p eo p le ;  (3) he has 
a harem ( 8 :3 0 -3 1 ) ;  (4 )  h i s  most p rom inen t son i s  named Abimelech— "my 
f a t h e r  ( i s )  a k in g " ;  ( 5 )  Abimelech and th e  p e o p le  of Sheehan assume 
t h a t  h i s  son  w i l l  succeed  him; (6 )  Abim elech and Jo th am , h i s  youngest 
son ,  w ran g le  over  th e  s u c c e s s io n ;  and (7) th e  two M id ia n i te  k ings  
speak  o f  Gideon as a (8 :  1 8 ) .   ̂ The sev en th  p o in t  i s  im p o r tan t  as
i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  im mediate aw areness  t h a t  in  some s e n s e  Gideon was 
a c t i n g  w ith  th e  b e a r in g s  o f  a k ing  even b e fo re  he was asked by th e  
"men o f  I s r a e l "  to  r u l e  o v e r  them and found a d y n a s ty .  The l i s t  o f  
k i n g l y  f e a t u r e s  noted by C undall  is  m o s t ly  com pressed in to  th e  b r i e f  
c lo s i n g  p e r ic o p e  o f  t h e  Gideon s t o r i e s  and can ,  ex cep t  f o r  th e  s t a t e ­
ment o f  th e  M id ia n i te  k i n g s ,  be drawn from th e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of the
re s p o n se  of Gideon to  th e  p e o p l e ' s  r e q u e s t .
The f i r s t  d e s i r e s  f o r  a k ing  appear  to  have a r i s e n  l o c a l l y .
I f  Gideon had been a k in g ,  h i s  s p h e re  would have been l i m i t e d .  He
would have r u le d  over  a c i t y - s t a t e  on th e  s o c i a l  model of C anaan ite
2
c i t y - s t a t e  k in g s  o f  t h e  L a te  Bronze ag e .  The p a r t i c u l a r  ca se  in  
p o in t  has a c o n n e c t io n  w ith  Shechem, which was a co v en an t  c e n te r  o f  
th e  t r i b e s  s e t t l i n g  i n t o  P a l e s t i n e  ( J o s h  2 4 ) .  But, u n f o r tu n a t e l y ,
^ C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s , p . 121; t h i s  summary a p p e a r s ,  in  p a r t  a t  
l e a s t ,  to  fo l lo w  t h a t  o f O e s t e r l e y  and R ob inson , A H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l , 
2 v o l s .  (O xford : The C la ren d o n  P r e s s ,  19 3 2 ),  1 :150 .  O e s t e r l e y  and 
Robinson b e l ie v e d  t h a t  w h a te v e r  8 :2 2 -2 3  means, Gideon was a c t u a l l y  a 
k in g  in  a t  l e a s t  some s e n s e .
2G. H. D av ie s ,  " Ju d g es  8 : 2 2 - 2 3 , "  VT 13 (1 9 6 3 ) :1 5 1 -1 5 7 ,  but
c i t i n g  W. F. A l b r i g h t ,  From S to n e  Age to  C h r i s t i a n i t y  (B a l t im o re :  
Jo h n s  Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1940) p .  218; c f .  a l s o  Y. Kaufmann, 
The R e l i g io n  o f  I s r a e l  (C hicago : U n iv e r s i t y  of Chicago P re s s ,  1960),  
p .  262, who s u g g e s t s  t h a t  " a t  t h i s  p o i n t  k in g s h ip  i s  n o t  regarded  as 
a s i n ,  b u t  as an ex p e r im en t t h a t  f a i l e d . "
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che r o l e  o f  Shechem i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .  A ll  we icr.ow i s  t h a t  Gid­
eon had w ives a n d /o r  co n cu b in es  and must have conduc ted  some a c t i v i t y  
t h e r e .  At th e  end o f  h i s  l i f e ,  he does  n o t  ap p ea r  to  have been k ing
of  Shechem s in c e  Abimelech has to  s t r u g g l e  fo r  i t s  c o n t r o l ;  y e t  i t  i s
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Shechem was w i th in  h i s  power in  some way.
S ince  th e  v e rb  h\U£3 i s  r e p e a t e d  no l e s s  th an  fo u r  t im es  in
th e  two v e r s e s /  i t s  prom inence r e q u i r e s  a s s e s s m e n t .  When th e  peop le  
ask ed  Gideon to  th ey  were a s k in g  fo r  a r u l e r ,  som eth ing  more
th a n  a ju d g e .  r e f e r s  more to  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  r u l i n g  th an  to
th e  o f f i c e .  a p p e a rs  to  d e n o te  a s o c i a l l y  s a n c t io n e d  r u l i n g
a u t h o r i t y  (Gen 4 5 : 8 ) .  To W i a  means to  have power to  dom inate  per­
sons  or s i t u a t i o n s  w i th  l e g i t i m a c y ,  even though t h a t  power mav be 
a b u s e d ,  o r  may be in  th e  hands o f  wicked a n d /o r  in co m p e ten t  p e r s o n s .  
To i s  to  have t h e  r i g h t  to  r u l e ,  even i f  e v i l  i s  p e r p e t r a t e d  by
i t .  In such  s i t u a t i o n s  th e  problem i s  to  remove th e  e v i l  o r  incompe- 
t e n c v ,  no t  to abandon o r  remove • A f u r t h e r  c o n n o ta t i o n  i s
t h a t  s u g g e s t s  o r d e r ,  management, and d e t e r m in a t i o n  o f  th e  pro­
p e r  f u n c t io n s  and p o s i t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s ,  I n s t i t u t i o n s , e v e n t s ,  ind so ­
c i a l  mechanisms (Gen 2 4 :2 ,  Gen 1 :1 8 ,  Prov 6 :6 - 8 ;  2 3 : 1 - 3 ) .  I t  some­
t im e s  d e n o te s  th e  a c t i v i t y  o f  a , b u t  i s  a s  e a s i l y  used o f  l e s ­
s e r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  even in  r o y a l  c o n t e x t s .  M etaphors  o f  power a r e  
o f t e n  found ( t h r o n e ,  s c e p t r e ,  l i o n ,  b e a r ;  c f .  Dan 1 1 :5 :  " s t r o n g e r  and 
s t r o n g e r  . . .  and r u l e d ” ) .  The a c t i v i t y  o f  o c c u r s  in  th e  oppo­
s i t e  of s l a v e  c o n t e x t s ;  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  a c t i o n s  o f  th e  s o c i a l l y
^ B o lin g ,  J u d g e s ,  p .  160.
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most pow erfu l— Icings and g o v e rn o r s .*
When th e  p eo p le  ask  Gideon and h i s  s en s  to  th ey  a r e
a s k in g  fo r  him to  ta k e  such power as w i l l  keep t h e i r  a r e a  se c u re  and 
t h e i r  l i v e s  w e ll  o r d e r e d .  Gideon answ ers t h a t  Yahweh w i l l  do t h i s .
He does  no t seem to  be aware t h a t  even under th e o c ra c y  Yahweh works 
th ro u g h  o p e r a t i v e s  ( c o v e n a n t  m e d ia to r ,  j u d g e s ,  e l d e r s ,  p r i e s t s ,  war­
r i o r s ,  e . g . ) .  I t  i s  s t r i k i n g  how few o f  t h e  ap p ro x im a te ly  n i n e t y  oc­
c u r r e n c e s  i n  th e  Old T es tam en t (no  more than  ten) use the  word f o r  
God h i m s e l f .  Judg 8 :23  i s  one of t h e s e  few . Merely from th e  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  v ie w p o in t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  r e s p o n s e  i s  c u r i o u s .  The p e o p le ,  
however, a sk  f o r  more: th ey  want d y n a s t i c  r u l e — Gideon, h i s  son ,  and 
h i s  s o n ' s  s o n .  They seem to  have in  mind a permanent r u l e  o f  G ideon 
and h i s  o f f s p r i n g .  Perhaps th e  t h r e a t  to  th e  o r d e r  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  i s  
M idian  o r  th e  s e t t l i n g  P h i l i s t i n e s .  T h e i r  r e q u e s t ,  a t  any r a t e ,  
s eek s  t h e i r  own s e c u r i t y ,  c e r t a i n l y  l e g i t i m a t e l y ,  s i n c e  bo th  t r i b e  
and c la n  a r e  a l r e a d y  p r o t e c t i v e  s o c i a l  u n i t s .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h u s ,  
to  t r y  to u n d e rs ta n d  p r e c i s e l y  what i t  was t h a t  Gideon r e j e c t e d .  But 
b e f o r e  u n d e r ta k in g  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  th e  meaning of G id e o n 's  s u b s t i ­
t u t e  must be d e te rm in e d ,  i . e . ,  th e  ephod .
"Gideon made i t  i n t o  an ephod" a p p e a rs  to  r e f e r  to the  p u rp le  
k i n g ' s  ro b es  and th e  heap  ( i f J i X )  o f  j e w e l r y  which th e  p eo p le  c a s t  on 
th e  g ro u n d .  A f t e r  examining e v id e n c e  f o r  e q u iv a l e n t s  t c  th e  Hebrew 
T ) D X  from a wide ra n g e  of Near E a s t e r n  la n g u a g e s ,  A lb r ig h t  con­
c lu d ed  t h a t  G id e o n 's  ephod was a v e s tm e n t ,  p ro b a b ly  s tu d d ed  w ith  go ld  
and s i l v e r  p ie c e s  sy m b o liz in g  cosm ic d e i t i e s  o r  t h e i r  o r a c u l a r  powers
*This summary r e p r e s e n t s  a g e n e r a l  su rv e y  o f  u sag e ,  bu t c f .
KB. p .  576, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  u s e s  t h e y  s u g g e s t .
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and f u n c t i o n s .  P erhaps  i t  resem bled  t h a t  o f  th e  h igh  p r i e s t ,  whose 
ephod , however, was devo id  o f  pagan sy m b o ls .^  Gideon i s  s a id  to  have 
" s e t  i t  up" in  O phrah. The v e rb  form 1, as  Burney long  ago
p o in te d  o u t ,  does not have to  mean " s e t  u p ” ; he too had a l r e a d y  de­
c id e d  t h a t  i t  i s  a v e s tm e n t ,  and t r a n s l a t e d  th e  v e rb  “ e s t a b l i s h e d  
2
i t . "  On th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  ephod , t h e r e  i s  agreem ent t h a t  i t  was 
o r a c u l a r . ^  But when th e  s t o r y  s a y s  a l l  I s r a e l  "p lav ed  th e  h a r l o t "  
a f t e r  i t  t h e r e  (O p h rah ) ,  a pagan e lem en t  must be im p lie d .  
A l b r i g h t ' s  s u g g e s t i o n s  would c l a r i f y  what t h i s  pagan e lem ent was—  
d i v i n a t i o n ,  w i th  c e l e s t i a l  d e i t i e s  as  th e  so u rc e  o f  i t s  o r a c u l a r  
c o n t e n t .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  H it"  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  m ajor judgment word abou t 
th e  ephod in  th e  t e x t — " i t  became a s n a r e  (tfp’l A i )  »" which more ex­
a c t l y  means t h a t  which t r a p s  "anyone i n t o  d i s a s t e r  o r  r u i n . " 4 I t  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  th e  " ru in "  i s  s a i d  to  be n o t  to  a l l  I s r a e l ,  b u t  to  
G ideon and to  h i s  house ( 8 : 2 7 b ) .  I t  would be e r ro n eo u s  to  deduce 
from t h i s  t h a t  th e  ephod was a symbol of k in g s h ip  and t h a t  i t  i s  
G id e o n 's  k in g s h ip  t h a t  i s  th e  " r u i n . "  Two i m p l i c a t io n s  seem r a t h e r
l W. F. A l b r i g h t ,  Yahweh and t h e  Gods of Canaan (Garden C i ty :  
D oubleday , 1968),  pp. 200-203; c f .  B urney , J u d g e s . p .  240; B o l in g ,  
J u d g e s . p .  160.
2
B urney ,  J u d g e s , p .  240; B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  160, does  n o t  
fo l lo w  t h i s  e x e g e s i s ,  though he does  n o t  oppose i t  e i t h e r .  P erhaps  
A l b r i g h t  was depend ing  on Burney: s t i l l  he f i n d s  f r e s h  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
c o n f i r m a t i o n .
^B urnev , J u d g e s , pp .  241-243; A l b r i g h t ,  Yahweh, op .  200-203;
G. H. D a v ie s ,  "Ephod,"  IDB (1 9 6 2 ) ,  2 :1 1 8 -1 1 9 ;  C unda ll  r e s o lv e s  th e  
seem ing  l a c k  o f  hom ogeneity  in  th e  Old T es tam en t r e f e r e n c e s  to  ephod 
by s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  th e  form and u se  o f  th e  ephod underw ent change and 
deve lopm en t o v e r  i t s  h i s t o r y  and even l o c a l l y  in  v a r io u s  p e r s o n s '  
h a n d s .
4BDB, p . 430.
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more p l a u s i b l e :  ( I )  G ideon s u b s t i t u t e d  a symbol o f  power ( t h e  o rac ­
u l a r  ephod) f o r  a r e s p o n s i b l e  r u l e  ( k i n g s h i p ) ,  i . e . ,  he d id  " e s t a b ­
l i s h ” a p u b l i c  symbol o f  h i s  ac h ie v em en t ,  b u t  he d id  no t  ta k e  the  r e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  g o v e rn in g ;  (2)  th e  " r u in "  o f  which th e  t e x t  speaks, 
and which i t  l i m i t s  to  Gideon and h i s  h o u se ,  seems b e s t  i n t e r p r e t e d  
a s  r e f e r r i n g  to  Abimelech— th e  d i s a s t r o u s  end to  b o th  th e  house o f  
G ideon , which he b ro u g h t  a b o u t ,  and th e  m i s e r a b l e  end to  which he 
h im s e l f  came. A f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t io n  now seems o b v io u s :  i t  was not 
G id e o n 's  ambiguous r e f u s a l  o f  k in g s h ip  which b ro u g h t  on th e  r u in  o f  
h i s  h ouse ;  i t  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  he d id  n o t  a c c e p t  th e  o f f e r  and in ­
s t e a d  s u b s t i t u t e d  a pagan d i v i n in g  in s t ru m e n t  as  a symbo:. o f h i s  
power. The r e t i r e m e n t  to  Ophrah i s  th en  to  be viewed a s  c o n f irm a t io n  
t h a t  Gideon re fu s e d  the  k in g s h ip  wnich th e  p eo p le  d e s i r e d .  The Abi­
m elech  d i s a s t e r  was th e  r u i n  which r e s u l t e d  from th e  s u b s t i t u t e  and 
h i s  r e f u s a l  to  a ccep t  what th e  p eo p le  w ish e d .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  then  
t h e r e  i s  no c o n f l i c t  between ch a p s .  17-21 and t h i s  seeming a n t i -  
m o n a rc h ia l  n a r r a t i v e ,  s i n c e  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  i s  no t  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l ; i t  
r a t h e r  a f f i rm s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  same t h in g  a s  c h a p s .  17-21 ,  t h a t  
I s r a e l ' s  confused  l i f e  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  i s  due to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no ( r e s p o n s i b l e ,  f u n c t i o n a l )  k in g .  Gideon f i t s  th e  ed i­
t o r i a l  comments o f  17:6 and 2 1 :25  p e r f e c t l y :  he d id  n o t  become k ing; 
he d id  do what was r i g h t  in  h i s  own e v e s .  The t e x t  n o te s  a s p e c i f i c  
example o f  a move toward k in g s h ip  by th e  p eo p le  to  which th e  chosen 
in s t ru m e n t  r e f u s e s  to  re sp o n d ,  w h i le  a t  th e  same time o r r e r l n g  a sym­
b o l i c  s u b s t i t u t e ^  in  the  form o f  a (C a n a a n i t e )  ephod. The ephod i s
' v s .  24 im p l ie s  th e  s u b s t i t u t e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  ephod p r o i e c t .  
Cf. K. R. R. Gros L o u is ,  "The Book o f  J u d g e s , "  i n  L i t e r a r y  I n t e r p r e ­
t a t i o n s  o f  B i b l i c a l  N a r r a t i v e s , e d .  K. R. R. Gros L o u is ,
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s p u r io u s  bo th  because i t  i s  C a n a a n i te  in  n a t u r e  and because  i t  i s  a 
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  k in g s h i p .  The su c c e e d in g  c h a p te r  (9) i l ­
l u s t r a t e s  what th e  s t o r y  m eant in  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  ephod was fo r  the  
r u i n  of Gideon and h i s  h o u se .  The t e x t  makes th e  Abimelech d i s a s t e r  
a judgm ent on tn e  house o f  G ideon , w i th o u t ,  however, d e t a i l i n g  any 
e x p l i c i t  o r  d i r e c t  c a u s e - e f f e c t  mechanism. The f a l l  o f  G id eo n 's  
house i s  t h e m a t i c a l l y  co n t in u o u s  w i th  bo th  Je p h th a h  and Samson. The 
f a l l e n  house  m o t i f  i s  i n t e g r a l  to  t h e s e  t h r e e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of t a l e s .
Ju d g es  a t t r i b u t e s  th e  im pu lse  toward k in g s h ip  to  th e  p e o p le .  
But t h i s  canno t be viewed as a re a s o n  fo r  th e  Abimelech d i s a s t e r  
s i n c e  th e  view o f  m ajor p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  D euteronom ic l i t e r a t u r e  
(D euteronom y-Kings) i s  t h a t  k in g s h ip  has i t s  p ro p e r  o r i g i n  in  t h e  
p eo p le  and must make covenan t  w ith  th e  p eo p le  a c o n t in u in g  ground of 
l e g i t i m a c y  (Deut 17 :14-20; 1 Sam 1 0 :17 -27 ;  1 1 :14 -15 ;  12 :1 -25 ; 2 Sam 
5 : 1 - 3 ) .  The Abimelech d i s a s t e r  i s  n o t  a punishm ent f o r  ex p e r im en t in g  
w ith  k in g s h ip  a t  th e  c a l l  o f  th e  p e o p le ;^  i t  i s  r a t h e r  a punishm ent
J .  S. Ackerman, and T. S. Warshaw ( N a s h v i l l e :  Abingdon, 1974), p . 
167, who r e c o g n iz e s  b o th  th e  s u b s t i t u t e  n a t u r e  of Gideon ta k in g  th e  
j e w e l s ,  and th e  immediate r e le v a n c e  of th e  ephod as a s n a r e  to  h i s  
f a m i l y .
^This a sse ssm en t i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  r e c e n t  ten d en cy  of 
s c h o l a r s h i p  to  s ee  more and more d e t a i l s  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H i s t o r y  a s  p ro - m o n a rc h ia l ,  c o n t r a  N o th ,  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , p .  
4 9 .  The growing l i t e r a t u r e  o p p o s in g  N o th 's  view i s  i d e n t i f i e d  above 
in  ch ap .  1, p .  48, no te  2 and p. 53, n o te  1. The c i v i l  and s a c r a l  
l e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  k in g s h ip  in  Samuel and Kings i s  d i s c u s s e d  in  d e t a i l  
and w i th  com ple te  l i t e r a t u r e  re v ie w  by T. M e t t i n g e r ,  King and Mes­
s i a h :  The C i v i l  and S a c r a l  L e g i t i m a t io n  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  K in g . 
C o n ie c ta n a e  B i b l i c a ,  Old T es tam en t S e r i e s  (Lund: C. W. K. G lee ru p ,  
1976); M e t t in g e r  a rgues  t h a t  a k i n g ' s  a c c la m a t io n  w i th  o a th  and 
covenan t by an  e l d e r s  assem bly  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  f u l l e s t  form of c i v i l  
l e g i t i m a t i o n .  F. Crilsemann, P e r  W iders tand  gegen  d as  Konigtum: Die 
a n t i k o n i g l i c h e n  T ex ta  des A l te r .  T e s ta m e n te s  und d e r  Kampf am den 
f ru h en  I s r a e l i t s c h e n  S t a a t . W is s e n s c h a f t l i c h e  M onographien zum A lten  
und Neuen T es tam e n t,  n o .  49 (N eu k irch en -V lu y n :  N eu k irch en e r  V e r la g ,  
19 7 8 ),  p p .  4 2 -5 4 ,  a rg u es  t h a t  Judg 8:22 b e g in s  an a n t i - m o n a r c h ia l
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to  th e  house o f  G ideon f o r  th e  combined a c t s  o f  r e f u s i n g  k in g s h ip  and 
s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  i t  a C a n a a n i te  d i v i n i n g  d e v i c e ,  w hich b ro u g h t  r u i n  
to  G id e o n 's  h o u se .
The e v id e n c e  g a th e r e d  so f a r  s u g g e s t s  two c o n c lu s io n s  in  ten ­
s io n :  ( I )  Gideon was som eth ing  o f  a k in g ;  (2 )  Gideon r e fu s e d  to  be 
k in g .  The o n ly  way t o  r e s o lv e  t h i s  im passe  i s  t o  a sk  e x a c t l y  what i t  
was t h a t  Gideon r e f u s e d .
As no ted  above ,  t h e r e  i s  a p p r e c i a b l e  e v id e n c e  in  th e  c o n te x t  
t h a t  G id eo n 's  r e f u s a l  o f  k in g s h ip  was n o t  a b s o l u t e  and u n q u a l i f i e d ;  
b u t  i t  ca n n o t  be s a id  e i t h e r  t h a t  h i s  power was n o t  p e rc e iv e d  as 
k in g ly .  The p eo p le  asked  him to  become founder  o f  a d y n a s ty ,  and th e  
M id ia n i te  k in g s  use  th e  term T| f o r  him ( 8 : 1 8 ) .  What d id  he re ­
fu se ?  .Several e x p l a n a t io n s  a r e  c u r r e n t .
1. In 1963 G. H. D avies  p u b l is h e d  an a r t i c l e *  in  which he 
s u g g e s t e d ,  fo l lo w in g  th e  an a lo g y  o f  Exod 4 :1 3 -1 7 ,  Gen 2 3 ,  and 2 Sam 
24, t h a t  G id e o n 's  r e f u s a l  was o n ly  a p o l i t e  one ,  n o t  meant to  be 
tak en  l i t e r a l l y .  J u s t  as  in  th e  t h r e e  an a lo g o u s  s t o r i e s  c i t e d ,  a 
p o l i t e  acknowledgment i s  fo l lo w ed  by c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  what was a c tu ­
a l l y  m eant.  In  each  o f  th e  exam ples ,  t h e  r e f u s a l  i s  o n ly  p o l i t e ,  and
p ie c e  which ends o n ly  w i th  A b im e lech 's  d e a th  in  9 : 5 7 .  T h is  p o r t i o n  
was added by a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l  p r o p a g a n d i s t s  d u r in g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Solor- 
mon to  em phasize G id e o n 's  p ro p e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  human k i n g s h ip  in  f a v o r  
of Yahweh's k in g s h ip  a lo n e .  The Jothara f a b l e  and Abimelech k in g s h ip  
a t te m p t  b esp eak  th e  f o l l y  o f  th e  (D a v id ic )  m onarchy. C rusem ann 's  
b a s i c  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  o p p o s i t i o n  to  th e  monarchy b o th  in  h i s t o r i c a l  
deve lopm ent and l i t e r a r y  e x p r e s s io n  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  
p r e d a t e s  th e  E x i l i c  E ra ,  and a r o s e  d u r in g  th e  U n ited  Monarchy— much 
e a r l i e r  th an  the D euteronom ic S c h o o l .  W ein fe ld  ( r e v i e w  o f  Criisemann 
in  VT_ 31 [ I 9 8 I ] :1 0 4 )  r i g h t l y  n o t e s ,  "T hat Gideon was c a l l e d  upon to  
r e i g n  o v e r  I s r a e l  and t h a t  he responded  as he d id  i s  no mere inven­
t i o n ,  even i f ,  as  Criisemann b e l i e v e s ,  th e  s t o r y  o f  Judg  v i i i  was 
f i r s t  w r i t t e n  down in  th e  D av id ic -S o lo m o n tc  p e r io d . "
*D avies ,  "Ju d g es  8 :2 2 - 2 3 ."
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th e  s e q u e l  shows t h i s  to  be th e  c a s e .^  D av ie s  c o n c lu d e s :
The e v id e n c e  o f  s i m i l a r  p a ssa g es  and th e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  c o n te x t  
l e a d  me to r e j e c t  th e  view t h a t  G id e o n 's  words a r e  a r e f u s a l  of 
k in g s h ip  . . . th e y  r a t h e r  a r e  a p r o t e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  k ind  o f  
k in g s h i p  he would e x e r c i s e ,  an avowal t h a t  h i s  k in g s h ip  . . . 
w i l l  be so conduc ted  as  to  e l i m in a t e  any p e r s o n a l  and t y r a n n i c a l  
e l e m e n t ,  and to  g e rm i t  o f  th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  d i v i n e  r u l e  
th rough  h i s  own.
D a v ie s '  view t h a t  Gideon was in  f a c t  a k in g  o f  s o r t s  i s  s im i­
l a r  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  reached  above . He th i n k s  t h a t  Gideon r e f u s e d  
a k in g s h ip  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t y r a n n i c a l  pow er, i . e . ,  s t a t i s m  o f  th e  
E g yp tian  and C a n a a n i te  ty p e — th e  kind o f  s t a t i s m  to  which Samuel was 
so  r e a c t i o n a r y  (1 Sam 8 )  and which a c t u a l l y  d ev e lo p ed  in  and a f t e r  
Solomon.^ The t e x t  however s a y s  n o th in g  ab o u t  t y r a n n i c a l  power, and 
t h i s  i s  n o t  the meaning of
2 .  A more p r e c i s e l y  fo rm u la te d  view i s  t h a t  Gideon re fu se d  
d y n a s t i c  k i n g s h i p , i . e . ,  v i s - 4 - v i s  c h a r i s m a t i c  k i n g s h i p . 4 T h is  
th o u g h t  seems to  be su p p o r ted  by th e  e x p l i c i t  d i s c l a i m e r  o f  v s .  23:
" I  w i l l  n o t  r u l e  o v e r  you, and my son w i l l  n o t  r u l e  o v er  y o u . ” A lso ,
* I b i d . ,  p .  155.
2
I b i d . ,  p .  157; he i s  fo llow ed  in  t h i s  view  by J .  G ray, J o sh ­
u a .  J u d g e s .  R u th . The New C entury  B ib le  (London: O l i p h a n t s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  
227, and by deVaux, E a r ly  H i s t o r y , p .  772, w i th  th e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  th a t  
th e  e l d e r s  o f f e r e d  " a u t h o r i t y ” to  G ideon.
^D a v ie s '  app roach  i s  n o t  u n l ik e  t h a t  o f  M en d en h a l l ,  The T e n th  
G e n e r a t i o n , p. 195; G o t tw a ld ,  p r o p e r l y ,  i t  seems to  me, p o i n t s  o u t  
t h a t  M e n d e n h a l l 's  a n t i - s t a t i s m  i s  too  sw eep ing :  " . . .  what does i t  
do toward c l a r i f y i n g  a s o c i a l  sys tem  to  s a y  t h a t  i t  s u r r e n d e r s  th e  
monopoly o f  power to  i t s  d e i t y ?  C l e a r l y  t h e  t r i b a l  o r  t r a n s - t r i b a l  
s o c i a l  form in  e a r l y  I s r a e l  c o n t r o l l e d  and e x e r c i s e d  power . •
T h is  i s  in d eed  a  problem  which th o s e  who s e e  G id e o n 's  r e j e c t i o n  of 
k in g s h ip  as  an u n q u a l i f i e d  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  Yahweh's k in g s h ip  seem to  
p e r s i s t e n t l y  o v e r lo o k .  G ideon may have  r e j e c t e d  s t a t i s m ;  he d id  n o t  
r e j e c t  power on any r e c k o n in g .
"*Cf. C. F. K r a f t ,  "G id eo n ,"  IDB (1 9 6 2 ) ,  2 :395  who speaks  o f  
G id eo n 's  " r e f u s a l  to in a u g u r a te  a h e r e d i t a r y  m onarchy"; see  a l s o  d e  
Vaux, E a r ly  H i s t o r y , p .  772.
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t f  Gideon w ere fo l lo w in g  a s t r i c t  Yahwism and th e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  Deut 
17, he would have re co g n ized  t h a t  d y n a s t i c  k in g s h ip  was n o t  provided  
f o r ,  b u t  o n ly  a m o d es t ,  d i v i n e l y  c h o se n ,  hum anly so u g h t  k i n g .  The 
problem w i th  t h i s  v iew  i s  t h a t  Abimelech c e r t a i n l y  a c te d  a s  though he 
u n d e rs to o d  h im s e l f  to  s tan d  in  d y n a s t i c  s u c c e s s i o n .  S t i l l ,  th e  ex­
p l i c i t n e s s  o f  G ideon’ s r e j e c t i o n  o f  d y n a s t i c  s u c c e s s io n  shows t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a t  l e a s t  one f a c t o r  to  be reckoned w i t h .
3. G. E. G e rb ra n d t ,  depend ing  on H. J .  B oecker,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
s i n c e  7 :2  a l r e a d y  s t r e s s e d  Yahweh's f u n c t io n  as I s r a e l ' s  o n ly  d e l i v ­
e r e r ,  what Gideon r e j e c t e d  was t h e  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  Y ahweh's d e l i v e r e r  
r o l e . I s r a e l  cou ld  n o t  r i g h t l y  say  to  G id eo n ,  " r u l e  o v e r  us . . . 
f o r  you have d e l i v e r e d  us o u t  o f  th e  hand o f  M id ia n ,"  b ecau se  Yahweh 
i s  I s r a e l ' s  o n ly  d e l i v e r e r  from o p p re s s io n  and t r o u b l e . ^  I s r a e l ,  
however, does  no t ask  Gideon to  d e l i v e r  r a t h e r  Gideon i s
asked to  r u l e  (*7v/£P) because he has a l r e a d y  d e l i v e r e d .  I t  i s  t r u e  
t h a t  war cou ld  be one of th e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  a com ple te  r e i g n ,  bu t  
Gideon does  n o t  r e j e c t  a r u l e  o f  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  b u t  d y n a s t i c  r u l e  in  an 
a p p a r e n t l y  more com prehensive s e n s e .  T h is  e x p l a n a t io n  d o es  not seem 
q u i t e  e x a c t l y  focused on th e  i m p l i c a t io n s  o f  th e  t e x t ' s  own focus—
Wo.
A. A more com prehensive  s o l u t i o n  can be s u g g e s t e d .  What Gid­
eon r e j e c t e d  i s  co m p reh en s iv e ly  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
i . e . ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a com prehensive  r e i g n . He r e j e c t e d ,  
f o r  exam ple , th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  o rg a n iz in g  a kingdom, a d m in i s t e r in g
^ G e rb ra n d t ,  p .  176, c i t i n g  H. J .  B o eck e r ,  Die B e u r t e i l u n g  d e r  
Anfange d e s  Konigtums in  d en  d e u t e r o n o m is t i s c h e n  A b s c h n i t t e n  d es  I .  
Sam uelbuches: E in  B e i t r a g  zum P rob lem  des  “d e u te r o n o m is t i s c h e n  
G e s c h lc h t s w e rk e s " (N eukirchen-V luyn : N e u k irch en e r  V e r la g ,  1969),  pp. 
20- 2 2 .
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i t s  o p e r a t i o n ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  o rg an s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  s t a t e ­
c r a f t ,  p ro v id in g  and p r o t e c t i n g ,  and d e v e lo p in g  a m i l i t a r y ,  economic, 
and j u d i c i a l  system — a l l  the a c t i v i t i e s  which a r e  n o rm a l ly  a s s o c i a t e d  
w ith  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  c o n te x t s  l i k e  Gen 4 5 :8 ,  26; Jo sh  12 :2 ;
I Kgs 4 :2 1 ;  Ps 103:9; and Prov 6 : 6 - 8 .  C unda ll  c o r r e c t l y  p o i n t s  out 
t h a t  th e  n a r r a t i v e  p i c t u r e s  him i n s t e a d  a s  r e t i r i n g  to  Ophrah to  l i v e  
i n  more o r  l e s s  s o l i t a r y  enjoyment o f  th e  economic and p e r s o n a l  bene­
f i t s  o f  a pow erfu l  and w ea lth y  r u l e r ,  b u t  w ith  no f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  a t  
u s in g  h i s  power f o r  th e  n a t i o n a l  o r  even t r i b a l  good .^  Though 8 :3 5  
sp eak s  o f  n H l ® n  he d id  fo r  I s r a e l ,  t h e  meaning i s  p r o b a b ly  c o n f in e d  
to  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  M id ia n i t e  w ar .  In e f f e c t ,  G ideon was a k in g ,  but 
one who would n o t  tak e  up th e  l a r g e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  k in g s h ip  
( ) . I n s t e a d ,  he s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  h i s  own g u id a n c e  and d i r e c t i o n
o f  th e  r e g io n  a C a n a a n i te  d iv in in g  in s t r u m e n t ,  to  which I s r a e l  was 
a l l  too  w i l l i n g  to  a t t a c h  i t s e l f .  T h is  e x p l a n a t io n  seems to  harmo­
n i z e  b e s t  w i th  a l l  th e  d a t a  and i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  view of Judg 
17-21 t h a t  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  p e r io d  were due to th e  absence  o f  
a k in g .
The su g g e s te d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  im p l ie s  t h a t  G id e o n 's  a p p e a l  to 
Yahweh's r u l e ,  w h i le  o s t e n s i b l y  p ro p e r  and c o r r e c t ,  la c k e d  f u l l n e s s  
o f  meaning; in d e e d ,  i t  was an e v a s io n .  The im mediate c o n te x tu a l  seq­
uence o f  e v e n ts  c e r t a i n l y  s u g g e s t s  t h i s ,  a s  does th e  h a l t i n g  and du­
b io u s  e lem en t in  th e  e a r l y  a s p e c t s  o f  G id e o n 's  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  
Yahweh. He i s  f u l l  o f  d oub ts  and n eed s  c o n s t a n t  s u p p o r t s ;  b u t  now 
t h a t  he i s  in  power, t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t a k e s  on th e  tone  o f  s u p e r f i ­
c i a l i t y .  The immediate s eq u e l  shows how much G ideon, in  s p i t e  o f
^ C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s , p . 121.
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t h i s  a f f i r m a t i o n ,  d e s i r e d  th e  a c co u te rm e n ts  o f  k in g s h ip  i f  no t th e  
o f f i c e  i t s e l f .  P e rh ap s  A b im elech 's  ( s h o r t )  monarchy shows what Gid­
eon r e a l l y  v a lu e d .
G id e o n 's  r e f u s a l  to r e ig n  and the consequences  d e v o lv in g  on 
th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  a c t i o n s ,  show how sh a l lo w  a g l i b  a p p e a l  to  Yahweh's 
( s o l e )  k in g s h ip  co u ld  b e .  T h is  phenomenon i s  r e m in i s c e n t  o f  S a u l ' s  
v a c i l l a t i o n s  between r e s o u n d in g  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s ,  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  h es­
i t a t i o n s ,  a g g r e s s iv e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  moves, and dub ious  s p i r i t u a l i t y  
(1 Sam 15 :30 -31 ;  19 :6 ; 3 3 :7 ;  2 4 :1 6 -2 1 ;  2 6 :2 1 - 2 5 ) .  There  i s  no q u es ­
t i o n  about Yahweh's r u l e ;  Gideon i s  fo r m a l ly  c o r r e c t  in  th e  s t a t e ­
m ent.  But Yahweh's r u l e  can n o t  mean— s e t  up a C a n a a n i te  o r a c l e ,  r e ­
t i r e  w i th  a f f l u e n c e  and acc la im  to  Ophrah, and r e f u s e  th e  p e o p l e ' s  
r e q u e s t s  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p .  The n a r r a t i v e ' s  t o t a l  i n t e n t i o n ,  in c lu d in g  
G id e o n 's  a l t e r n a t i v e  a c t i o n s  and t h e i r  r e s u l t s ,  must be a llow ed  to 
g iv e  h i s  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  Yahweh's k in g s h ip  i t s  p ro p e r  c o n t e x t u a l  
s e n s e .  So v iew ed , th e  n a r r a t i o n  i s  n o t  a n t i - m o n a r c h ia l ;  i t  e x h i b i t s  
an u n f o r tu n a t e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  monarchy w ith  a g l i b  a p p e a l  to  Yahweh's 
s o l e  k i n g s h i p .  T h is  l o s s  o f  a r e s p o n s i b l e  Yahweh p e r s p e c t i v e  can 
a l r e a d y  be seen  e a r l i e r  in  chap .  S. N'o so o n e r  i s  t h e  v i c t o r y  over  
M id ian  c o m p le te ,  th a n  Gideon t u r n s  to  p e r s o n a l  vengeance  on Succo th  
and P e n i e l .  The Angel and S p i r i t  o f  Yahweh, so t o t a l l y  dom inant in  
th e  f i r s t  two Gideon s t o r i e s  ( 6 : 1 1 - 7 : 2 5 ) ,  v i r t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r  in  th e  
vengeance segment— a developm ent w i th  c lo s e  l i k e n e s s  to  t h e  m atch ing  
Samson vengeance segment ( c h a p .  1 5 ) .
I t  i s  now n e c e s s a r y  to t u r n  to  an ex a m in a tio n  o f  J o th a m 's  
t e a c h in g  about k in g s h ip  in  h i s  famous f a b l e  to  see  i f  i t  I s  co n g ru en t  
w i th  th e  view su g g e s te d  h e r e .
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Abimelech and Jotham 
In  Judg 9 :7 - 1 5  ( t h e  appendix  to  the  G ideon s e r i e s ) ,  Jo tham , 
th e  one son o f  Gideon who s u rv iv e d  A bim elech1s m a s s a c re ,  u t t e r s  a 
famous f a b le  from M t. G eriz ira  on th e  o c c a s io n  o f  A b im e lec h 's  coro­
n a t i o n  by th e  men of Shechem. B. L in d e r s ,  in  what i s  pe rhaps  th e  
most im p o r ta n t  a r t i c l e  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  on J o th a m 's  f a b l e ,  o b s e rv e s  
t h a t  " n e a r ly  eve ry  c r i t i c  supposes  t h a t  i t  ( t h e  f a b l e )  i s  an a t t a c k  
on monarchy as s u c h , ” and th e  o n ly  p o i n t  under d i s p u t e  i s  w hether i t  
i s  d i r e c t e d  a g a in s t  monarchy in  g e n e r a l  o r  a g a in s t  a p a r t i c u l a r  in ­
s t a n c e  o f  i t . *  He i d e n t i f i e s  Budde, R euss ,  W ild eb o e r ,  and Sraend as 
c r i t i c s ,  who, d e t a c h in g  th e  f a b le  from i t s  c o n t e x t ,  assume t h a t  i t  i s  
a g a i n s t  monarchy in  g e n e r a l .
Even today  some c r i t i c s  tak e  i t  as  an e x p r e s s io n  o f  nomadic f e e l ­
in g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  imagery demands an a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  j o n t e x t  in  which f r u i t  t r e e s  o p e r a t e  as symbols o f  
g o o d n ess .
Both Moore and Burney , however, had e x p re ssed  the  b e l i e f  th a t
th e  f a b le  canno t  be s e p a r a t e d  from th e  Abimelech s t o r y  and so i s  d i -
3
r e c t e d  o n ly  a g a in s t  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  o f  m onarchy. Two s t u d i e s  p u b l i s h ­
ed in  1963 ap p e a r  to  mark th e  b e g in n in g  of a r e v e r s a l  on th e  i s s u e ,  
a l th o u g h  a l r e a d y  in  1960, E. H. Maly had p u b l is h e d  a s tu d y  in  which
4
th e  a n t i -m o n a rc h y  view was q u e s t i o n e d .  S ince  1970 two im p o r ta n t
*B. L in d a r s ,  ’’J o t h a m 's  F a b le :  A New Form C r i t i c a l  A n a ly s i s , "  
JTS NS 24 (1 9 7 3 ) :3 5 5 -3 6 6 .
2
L i n d a r s ,  p .  364; ev en  T. H. G a s t e r , 1 :423 , speaks  o f  " th e  
d i s t r u s t  o f  monarchy which th e  p a r a b le  i m p l i e s . "
3
C ite d  by L i n d a r s ,  p .  364.
4
E. H. Maly, The Jotham  F a b le — A n t i - M o n a r c h ia l?" CBQ 22 
(1960 ) :2 9 9 -3 0 5 .
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com m entators have adop ted  th e  same view o f  t h i s  v e ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e -  
r i c o p e  on k in g s h ip .*
Maly p o in te d  out c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  th e  f a b l e  i s  " a g a i n s t  th o s e  who
,2
r e f u s e d ,  f o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  b u rd en s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  . . .  —
p r e c i s e l y  th e  p o in t  o f  t h e  c l o s e l y  p r e c e d in g  Gideon s t o r y .  L in d a rs
h im s e l f  fo l lo w s  t h i s  o p in io n :
The i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  k in g s h ip  i s  a p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  f a b le  j u s t  
as sowing c o m  i s  a p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  p a r a b le  o f  th e  sow er .
The f a c t  t h a t  th e  f a b l e  t i l t s  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n f o r t u n a t e  s i t u ­
a t i o n  does  no t  o f  i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e  an o b j e c t i o n  to  monarchy as  
such .  The s a r c a s t i c  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  f r u i t - t r e e s  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  
t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  in  t h e  f a b l e ,  b u t  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e x p re s s  th e  
o p in io n  o f  th e  composer of  th e  f a b l e .  T here  i s  no s u g g e s t io n  
t h a t  th e  t r e e s  were wrong o r  f o o l i s h  to  seek  fo r  t h a n s e l v e s  a 
k in g .
G. H. D avies concluded  h i s  1963 a r t i c l e  on G id e o n 's  r e f u s a l  o f k ing­
s h ip  w ith  t h i s  comment on Jo th a m 's  f a b l e :
The one s u r v i v o r  o f  th e  m assac re  was Jo tham  who u t t e r e d  th e  para­
b le  o f  th e  k in g s h ip  o f  th e  t r e e s ,  i x .  7 -2 1 .  There i s  n o t  one 
word a g a in s t  k i n g s h ip  as  such in  th e  p a r a b l e ,  bu t th e  p o in t  o f  
the  p a r a b l e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  wrong p e rso n  who h o ld s  th e  k in g ­
s h i p .  J o th a m 's  p a r a b l e  and h i s  su b se q u e n t  f l i g h t  a r ^  in te n d e d  to 
r e v e a l  him as th e  t h i r d  c la im a n t  to  G id eo n 's  o f f i c e .
O p in ion  thus a p p e a rs  to  have s h i f t e d  about th e  a n t i -m o n a rc h y  
b e a r in g s  of th e  f a b l e :  in  th e  f a b l e ,  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a 
k in g  a re  met w i th  a r e a c t i o n  of. s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a 
c y n ic a l  r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  a  supposed v a n i t y  o r  i n s t a b i l i t y  in  such  a 
move. The v e rb  y ) 3 ( shake , t r e m b l e ) ,  which r e p r e s e n t s  th e s e
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  174; C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s . p .  128; s e e  a l s o  U. 
Simon, “The P a ra b le  o f  Jotham: The P a r a b le ,  I t s  A p p l i c a t io n  and 
N a r r a t i v e  Framework," T a r b iz  34 ( 1 9 6 4 -1 9 6 5 ) :1 -3 4 .
2
Quoted by L i n d a r s ,  p .  365.
3Ib id  .
4
D a v ie s ,  p .  156.
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a t t i t u d e s ,  i s  a f a r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  G id e o n 's  a t t i t u d e .
L i t e r a r y  Background o f  th e  F ab le
B o lin g  th in k s  J o th a m 's  f a b l e  had a p r e - h i s t o r y ;  he c i t e s  T. H.
G a s t e r ' s  Myth. Legend and Custom fo r  p a r a l l e l s . 1 To judge  from th e
number o f  p u b l i s h e d  v a r i a n t s  o f  th e  Akkadian f a b l e  o f  The T am arisk
2
and Date Palm, such f a b l e s  were p o p u la r .  Most o f  G a s t e r ' s  m a t e r i a l  
i s  from l a t e r  Greek f a b l e s ,  bu t  th e  E as t  M e d i te r r a n e a n  c u r r e n c y  o f  
f a b le s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a t t e s t e d  over  a long p e r io d  o f  t im e .  R e g a rd le s s  
o f  v a r i a n t s  and d i f f e r e n t i a ,  th e  g e n re  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  s e l f -  
c o n s i s t e n t  ( p e r s o n i f i e d  f l o r a  and fauna  c o n f l i c t  t a l e s ) .
J o th a m 's  f a b l e  i s  n o t  p r e c i s e l y  p a r a l l e l  to th e  Greek 
examples o f  G a s t e r ,  whose most r e l e v a n t  c a s e  in  p o i n t  i s  t h e  f a b l e  o f  
The L a u r e l  and O l iv e .  I t  d o e s ,  however,  c o n t a i n  th e  same c o n f l i c t  
m o t i f  a s  t h e s e  f a b l e s :  th e  l a u r e l  and o l i v e  a rg u e  o v er  who i s  
s u p e r i o r .  But th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  d e t a i l  a r e  s t r i k i n g :  ( 1 )  th e  G reek 
f a b le  i s  an e lo n g a te d  d i s p u t e  o v e r  th e  p a r t i e s ’ r e s p e c t i v e  s u p e r i o r  
q u a l i t i e s ;  (2 )  t h e r e  i s  no h i s t o r i c a l  sequence  as i s  im p lie d  in  the 
Jotham f a b le ;  (3) t h e r e  i s  no c l e a r  re a s o n  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  f a b l e  
h as  a r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  outcome as i t s  c o n c lu d in g  p o i n t ,  though t h i s  i s  
p o s s ib le  s in c e  t h e  m a jo r  t » x t  i s  b roken  n e a r  th e  end .
T here  a r e ,  how ever,  s u g g e s t i v e  p a r a l l e l s  among some o f  th e  
f a b l e s  c i t e d  by G a s te r  and th o se  s e l e c t e d  f o r  ANET. (1 )  G a s t e r ' s  
Armenian F ab le  o f  th e  T re e s  i s  o r i e n t e d  to  k i n g s h i p ,  and a l l  th e
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . d . 174; G a s t e r ,  1 :4 23-425 .
2
atlET. pp . 410-41 1, 592; W. G. L am bert ,  B ab y lo n ian  Wisdom 
L i t e r a t u r e  (O xford : C la ren d o n  P r e s s ,  1960), pp . 150-212, h as  many 
more examples o f  a n c i e n t  Near E a s te r n  f a b l e s .
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v a r i a n t s  of The T am arisk  and Date Palm l i k e w i s e  o c c u r  i n  th e  c o n te x t
o f  k in g s h ip  though th e y  a r e  n o t  concerned  w i th  a c c e p t in g  o r  r e j e c t i n g
i t . ^  (2 )  In  one o f  A e s o p 's  F a b le s  th e  c o n f l i c t  i s  between th e  f ' . r
t r e e  and th e  bram ble ;  t h e  f i r  t r e e  say? th e  bram ble i s  "good f o r
n o t h i n g ” ; b u t  th e  bram ble  r e p l i e s ,  . . i f  you o n ly  remembered the
axes and saws t h a t  w i l l  chop and cu t  you, g la d  enough you would be to
..2be a bram ble i n s t e a d  o f  a f i r . "  (3 )  J o th a m 's  " f o r  God and man 
( 9 : 9 ,  13) i s  f o r m a l ly  p a r a l l e l e d  by t h e  c la im  o f  th e  Akkadian d a t e  
palm a g a in s t  th e  ta m a r i s k  to  be good “ f o r  s l a v e  and g o v e rn o r ." ^
(4 )  "In  h i s  shadow" ( v s .  15) ap p e a rs  in  ro y a l  A ssy r ian  l e t t e r s  f o r  
p e rso n s  under th e  s p e c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  k in g ;  an I n s c r i p t i o n  o f  
Pharoah P i - a n k h i  (720 B .C .E .)  a l s o  u se s  t h i s  lan g u ag e  f o r  c o u r t i e r s
4
who e n t r e a t  him to  " s e t  us in  your shadow ."  (5) J u s t  a s  in  th e  East 
M e d i te r r a n e a n  p a r a l l e l s ,  th e  f l o r a  w i th  e d i b l e  f r u i t  seem to  have th e  
edge in  th e  a rg u m e n ts ,  so h e re  t h e  f l o r a  w i th  e d i b l e  f r u i t  a r e  
c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  t h e  b ram ble  which i s  u s e l e s s ,  h a rm fu l ,  o r  d a n g e ro u s .  
T h is  b r i e f  s tu d y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  s t o r y  p ro b ab ly  does have a p re­
h i s t o r y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i t s  g e n r e ,  im ag ery ,  and i n t e r e s t s  have p a r a l ­
l e l s .  One i s  a b le  from t h i s  f a c t o r  to  move to  th e  meaning o f  th e  
f a b l e  w i th  more f a c i l i t y  and p e r s p e c t i v e . ^
f a s t e r ,  1 :426 .  2I b i d . ,  p .  424.
3
B u rn e y 's  e x p l a n a t io n  (J u d g e s , p .  250) t h a t  " th e  a l l u s i o n  i s  
to  th e  u se  o f  w ine in  l i b a t i o n s  a t  s a c r i f i c i a l  f e a s t s ,  when th e  god 
as w e ll  as h i s  w o r s h ip p e r s ,  was th o u g h t  t o  be cheered  by th e  bever­
a g e ,"  a p p e a rs  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  e l a b o r a t e  i n  t h i s  c o n te x t  though  such  a 
p r a c t i c e  may be somewhere in  th e  background .
4
B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  174; G a s t e r ,  1 :427 .
^Cundall , J u d g e s , p .  129, assumes t h a t  TO V i s  a c a r p e t - l i k e  
p l a n t ,  from which he draws th e  added i m p l i c a t io n  t h a t  when th e  p l a n t  
say s  " p u t  your t r u s t  in  ray shadow," a f u r t h e r  i ro n y  i s  in te n d e d  s in c e
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The Meaning o f  th e  F a b le
The more r e c e n t  v iew  i s  t h a t  the  f a b l e  i s  n o t  ^ n t i - m o n ^ r c h ia l , 
b u t  a n t i -A b im e le c h ,  a s  n o ted  above . The f a b l e ,  hcw ever,  a r r i v e s  a t  
th e  a n t i -A b im e le c h /b ra m b le  c o n c lu s io n  o n ly  a f t e r  a n o th e r  sequence 
u s in g  th e  o l i v e ,  f i g ,  and v in e  fo r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v a lu e  schema. The 
r a n g e  o f  v a lu e s  in  th e  f a b l e  i s  s im p le r  th an  in  i t s  E a s t  M e d i te r ­
ra n ean  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  where th e  p a r t i e s  to th e  f a b le  tend  to  s im ply  
c o n ju r e  a l l  th e  r e a s o n s  th e y  can f o r  t h e i r  own r e s p e c t i v e  s u o e r i o r -  
i  t i e s .
I f  J o th a m 's  f a b l e  i s  drawn from the  E as t  M e d i te r r a n e a n  f a b le  
s t o c k ,  as  i t  a p p e a rs  to  b e ,  th en  i t  p ro b a b ly  fo l lo w s  t h e i r  sym bo lic  
v a l u e s .  The t h r e e  f r u i t f u l  f l o r a  sym bolize  what i s  good and b e n e f i ­
c i a l  to  b o th  God and man, i . e . ,  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  com petent k i n g s h i p ,  
s i n c e  the t r e e s  a t te m p t  t h r e e  t im es  o v er  to  g e t  th e  good f r u i t  to 
t a k e  on th e  t a s k .  The i m p l i c a t io n  i s  t h a t  t h e  good f r u i t  can  become 
s o c i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  i f  pu t  to  good u s e .  T here  i s  n o t  a h i n t  o f  con­
d em nation ;  th e  s to c k  f a b le  imagery o f  d e l i g h t f u l  produce from t h e s e  
e d i b l e  f l o r a  i s  c a r r i e d  u n a l t e r e d  i n t o  th e  f a b l e .  The p eo p le  wish 
t h e s e  f r u i t f u l  p l a n t s  to  become k i n g ( s ) .  The f a b le  i s  th u s  f u l l  o f  
i r o n y : * th e  bram ble i s  w o r t h l e s s ,  even h a rm fu l;  i t  t a k e s  th e  k in g s h ip  
w h i le  th e  f r u i t f u l  p l a n t s ,  w hich cou ld  have f u l f i l l e d  th e  p e o p l e ' s
i t  c a s t s  "a lm o s t  no shadow, and o f f e r e d  no p r o t e c t i o n  to  th e  f o r e s t  
g i a n t s  a t  whose f e e t  i t  l a y . "  O th er  s c h o l a r s  ch in k  th e  p l a n t  i s  
r a t h e r  th e  b u ck th o rn  which i s  n o t  a c r e e p in g  v in e  b u t  a b u sh ,  bu t  see  
J .  T re v o r ,  "B ram b le ,"  IDB (1 9 6 2 ) ,  1 :460— "a shrub  w ith  s h a rp  s p i n e s  
and ru n n e rs  u s u a l l y  form ing  ta n g le d  masses o f  v e g e t a t i o n . "  C undall  
a p p e a rs  to  be more c o r r e c t  th an  some o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s .
^ L in d a r s ,  o p .  355-357, has  p ro b a b ly  so lv ed  th e  problem of the  
jump i n  l o g i c  from th e  f a b l e  to  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  ( i . e . ,  from v s s .  8-L4 
to  1 6 -1 9 ) ,  by s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  v s .  15 i s  a p ro v e rb  a t t a c h e d  to  the  
f a b le  to  p ro v id e  a t r a n s i t i o n  to  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  to  t h e  id e a
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n e e d s ,  r e f u s e .  The i ro n y  i s  h e ig h te n e d  by th e  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  th e  
f a i t h  o f  th e  t r e e s  who made Abimelech king  i s  d u b io u s ,^  due to  t h e i r  
c o m p l ic i ty  in  t h e  m urder o f  h i s  b r o t h e r s  as a means to  th e  t h r o n e .  
Both th e  j u s t  d e s i r e  o f  th e  p eo p le  t h a t  th e  good f r u i t  p l a n t s  become 
k i n g s ,  and th e  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  o f  th e  p l a n t s  to  do t h i s  a re  assumed 
i n  th e  f a b l e .  I f  one fo l lo w s  th e  im p l i c a t io n s  o f  i t s  movement, th e  
th o u g h t  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h a t  t h e  good can become c o n s t r u c t i v e  in  a 
l a r g e r  and more r e s p o n s i b l e  ( s o c i a l )  f u n c t i o n ,  w h i le  the  w o r th le s s  
becomes d e s t r u c t i v e  to  th e  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  because  o f  i t s  in a d e ­
quacy  .
T h is  s im p le  th o u g h t  s t r u c t u r e ,  w hich a rg u es  f o r  a p o s i t i v e
view  o f  k in g s h ip  in th e  f a b l e ,  v i s - a - v i s  a m ere ly  t o l e r a n t  o n e ,
l e a v e s  unansw ered , how ever,  th e  q u e s t io n  as to  why t h r e e  f r u i t  p l a n t s
were used to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,  and o n ly  a s i n g l e  bram ble
to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  n e g a t i v e  s i d e .  The o ld  r a b b in i c  v iew  was t h a t  the
f a b l e  c o n ta in e d  p r o g r e s s i o n ,  no t  m ere ly  from th e  good f r u i t  to  th e
b ra m b le ,  b u t  th ro u g h  each  o f  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  k in g s h ip  to
th e  fo u r th  s i t u a t i o n  in  which an unworthy bramble a c t u a l l y  to o k  on
th e  t a s k .  A c c o rd in g ly  th e y  i d e n t i f i e d  th e  t h r e e  f r u i t  f l o r a  ( o l i v e ,
f i g ,  g ra p e )  as  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a p r o g r e s s io n  in  th e  p re v io u s  h i s t o r y  in
2
J u d g e s ,  i . e . ,  Ehud, D eborah ,  and G id eo n .  The modern v iew  i s  r a t h e r  
t h a t  th e  t h r e e  f r u i t  f l o r a  o f  th e  Jotham f a b le  r e p r e s e n t  o n ly  a
o f  c u r s e  which he r i g h t l y  i d e n t i f i e s  as th e  theme o f  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  
c f .  9 :57b which makes th e  c u r s e  an i n c l u s i o .  Cf. B urney , J u d g e s ,  p .  
275; Moore, p p .  25U-251; L i n d a r s ,  p p .  357, 363.
* I b i d . ,  p .  356.
2
C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s ,  p .  129.
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s i n g l e  g e n e r a l  i d e a . ' '  B urnev o b s e rv e d  che p r o g r e s s io n  to o ,  however,
and commented t h a t
th e  o l i v e ,  t h e  f i g  t r e e  and th e  v in e  which a r e  i n v i t e d  in  su cc es ­
s io n  to  a c c e p t  th e  k i n g s h i p ,  r e p r e s e n t  men who l i k e  J e r u b b a a l  
p o s s e s s  a s t a t u s  which has been won by s e r v i c e  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  
g o o d .-
I t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  c l e a r  why th e  r a b b i n i c  view i s  wrong, ex c ep t  
t h a t  modern h e rm e n e u t ic s  i s  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  a l l e g o r i z i n g ,  o f  co u rse  
w i th  good r e a s o n .^  The seq u e n ce  w i th  wine a t  th e  end i s  r e m in i s c e n t  
o f  th e  flow o f  Judg  3 - 8 .  G ideon , fo r  whom th e  r e q u e s t  o f  k in g s h ip  i s  
e x p l i c i t l y  a t t e s t e d ,  would have been viewed as th e  b e s t  o f  the  th re e ;  
i . e . ,  the  wine which c h e e r s .
J o th a m 's  f a b l e  has been examined s u f f i c i e n t l y  to  y i e ld  a con­
c l u s i o n  fo r  o u r  p u rp o s e s :  th e  f a b l e  i s  n o t  o u t  o f  harmony w ith  th e  
p o s i t i v e  view o f  k in g s h ip  e x p re s s e d  in  Judg  8 w i t h  r e s p e c t  to G ideon , 
o r  in  Judg 10-12 , 1 7 -2 1 .  Modem s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  aware t h a t  th e  f a b le  
i s  n o t  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l  as  was o nce  th o u g h t .  In f a c t ,  th e  f a b le  views 
t h e  p e o p l e ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  a k in g  as  p ro p e r  b ec au se  t h e  c a n d id a t e s  were 
p l e a s i n g  to  bo th  God and man. But th e  c a n d id a t e s  r e fu s e d ;  Gideon i s  
a t  l e a s t  one example o f  th e  p r o c e s s .
From t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h r e e  c o n c lu s io n s  fo l lo w :  ( I )  t h e r e  were 
j u s t  d e s i r e s  f o r  and moves toward k in g s h ip  by th e  p eo p le  d u r in g  th e
^ B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . o .  174; C u n d a l l ,  J u d g e s , p .  129.
2
B urney , J u d g e s , p .  272.
\ . i n d a r s ,  p p .  360-362 , l e a n s  h e a v i l y  on th e  an a lo g y  of J e s u s '  
P a r a b le  o f  th e  Sower. In th e  p a r a b l e ,  a s  h e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  p r o g r e s s io n  
so  t h a t  th e  d e t a i l s  w hich c o n t a i n  no In d ep en d en t  meaning do have de­
penden t i n d i v id u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h is  i s  a l s o  t r u e  in  th e  p a r a b l e s  
o f  th e  M a r r iag e  F e a s t  ( M a t t .  2 2 :1 - 1 4 )  and th e  Wicked T en a n ts  ( 2 1 :3 3 -  
46 )  where th e  p r o g r e s s io n  i s  h i s t o r i c a l . These a n a lo g i e s  prove 
n o t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  s u g g e s t i v e .
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p e r io d  o f  Ju d g e s ;  (2 )  th e  l a s t  f i v e  c h a p te r s  o f  Judges  a r e  homoge­
neous w ith  th e  f i r s t  s i x t e e n  in  t h e i r  view o f  k in g s h ip :  a s t a b l e ,  
c o n t in u o u s  monarchy would have saved I s r a e l  from c e r t a i n  c h a o t i c  
c o n d i t i o n s  had th e  r i g h t  c a n d id a t e s  been w i l l i n g  or a b le  to  a c c e p t  
and c a r r y  on th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  on th e  whole they  were n o t ;  and
(3 )  k in g s h ip  p e r  s e  i s  no t  viewed n e g a t i v e l y  in  J u d g e s .
In  c o n c lu s io n ,  i t  may be sa id  t h a t  monarchy i s  a focused theme 
in  J u d g e s .  No p assa g e  i s  c l e a r l y  and f o r t h r i g h t l y  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l . 
The fo re g o in g  s tu d y  s u g g e s t s ,  however, t h a t  th e  theme i s  unfo lded  
w i th  a c e r t a i n  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  and s u b t l e t y .  This i s  m a n ife s te d  in a 
v a r i e t y  o f  ways: ( 1 )  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  te rm in o lo g y  i s  v a r ie d  and f l u i d  
S\i/£3.C7!)VA (2) c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  form i s  ambig­
uous— e x p l i c i t l y  d y n a s t i c  w i th  G ideon , o n ly  i m p l i c i t l y  d y n a s t i c  w ith  
J e p h th a h ,  bu t  un d ef in ed  in  c h a p s .  17-21; (3)  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  
a m b ig u o u s - -w ith  Gideon i t  i s  m i l i t a r y ,  w i th  Abimelech by t r e a c h e r y  
and i n t r i g u e ,  w i th  J ep h th ah  by e l d e r s '  t r e a t y ;  (4) th e  i n i t i a t i v e s  
v a r y — w ith  Gideon i t  was th e  men o f  I s r a e l ;  w i th  Abimelech i t  was 
p e r s o n a l  power, w i th  J e p h th a h ,  t h e  e l d e r s ;  (5 )  i t s  f a i l u r e  i s  f o r  
v a r i e d  r e a s o n s - - w i t h  G ideon , i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  w i th  Abim elech, r e b e l ­
l i o n ,  power h u n g e r ,  and c r u e l  f a t e ;  w i th  J e p h th a h ,  a w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d  
o a th  which r e q u ir e d  th e  end o f  h i s  house ; (6 )  th e  m o t iv a t io n s  and 
c o n t e x t s  v a ry — war h e ro ism , p e r s o n a l  a m b i t io n ,  s e c u r i t y  p rob lem s, 
c u l t i c  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  and i n t e r t r i b a l  h o s t i l i t y  ( c h a p s .  1 7 -2 1 ) .
The n e t  outcom e, however, i s  to  make k in g s h ip  j u s t  p rom inen t 
enough to  su g g e s t  t h a t  the monarchy which d id  f i n a l l y  come had i t s  
p r e c u r s o r s  in  th e  Judges E ra ,  t h a t  t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  were o f  a mixed 
q u a l i t y ,  t h a t  th ey  a r o s e  f o r  mixed re a s o n s  and w ith  mixed
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c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  o f  i t s  p u rp o s e ,  n a t u r e ,  and sco p e ,  and th a t  a 
s e r i e s  o f  t r a g i c  e v e n ts  gave i t s  e a r l y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  a h a l t i n g  and 
u n c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r .  The im p re s s io n  one g e t s  from t h i s  t o t a l  p i c tu r e  
i s  q u i t e  s im p ly  t h a t  th e  d i v i n e l y  d e te rm in e d  l e a d e r  and co m b in a tio n  
o f  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  were not q u i t e  y e t  in  p la c e ,  bu t  coming n o n e th e l e s s .  
Judges n o te s  w i th  i n t e r e s t  th e  i n e v i t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i.he I s r a e l i t e  
monarchy, i t s  e a r l y  p r e c u r s o r s ,  and some re a s o n s  why th e  p re c u r s o r s  
could  n o t  be th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i t s e l f .  I t  even r a t e s  th e  p r e c u r s o r s  on 
m o tiv e ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and s e n s e  o f  t h e o c r a t i c  p r o p r i e t y .  
I t  thus  p ro c la im s  monarchy b u t  w i th  r e s e r v e  and c a u t i o n .  J e p h th a h  
be lo n g s  to  t h i s  schema.
Summary and C o n c lu s io n
Enough ev id e n c e  of a l a r g e r  complex o f  f ram ing  i n t e r e s t s  has 
been found to  r e a c h  a c o n c lu s io n  on th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  Je p h th a h  
s t o r i e s  in  th e  whole o f  J u d g e s .
The f i v e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  have been made th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  
f i n i s h e d  book of J u d g e s .  They a l s o  have t h e i r  own i n t e r n a l  i n t e r ­
r e l a t i o n s .  Two o u t e r  co m p o s i t io n s  (1 0 :6 -1 6 ;  1 2 :1 -6 )  have been used 
to  frame th e  t h r e e  c e n te rm o s t  p i e c e s .  Of t h e s e  t h r o e ,  th e  c e n te r  i s  
J e p h t h a h ' s  d i p lo m a t i c  speech ;  i t  i s  framed i n  t u r n  by th e  two match­
in g /b a l a n c in g  t a l e s  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  r i s e  (1 0 :1 7 -1 1 :1 1 )  and J e p h th a h ' s  
f a l l  ( 1 1 :2 9 - 4 0 ) .  These  s t o r i e s  i n  t u r n  w ere f u r t h e r  framed by b reak ­
in g  an o ld  l i s t  o f  "minor ju d g e s "  in  two so as  to  f i t  th e  two po r­
t i o n s  p r o p e r ly  around th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  in  a way harmonious to  th e  
ap p e a ra n ce  of J e p h t h a h ' s  name in  t h i s  l i s t .  J e p h th a h  was th e  on ly  
"m ajor ju d g e"  to  ap p e a r  in  th e  "m inor ju d g e"  l i s t .  These f i v e  Jeph­
th ah  p e r ic o p a e  were i n  t u r n  f u r t h e r  framed by a sequence o f
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m o t i f - l i n k e d  Gideon ( c h a p s .  6 —9) and Samson s t o r i e s  ( c h a p s .  13—16). 
F i n a l l y  a body o f  f r o n t  m a t t e r  and end m a t t e r  ( c h a p s .  1-5, 17-21) was 
added w i th  some m o t i f - i n t e g r a t i o n , though a p p a r e n t l y  l e s s  than  in the  
o t h e r  m atch ing  p o r t i o n s .  The argument y i e l d s  a v iew  o f  Judges which 
r e c o g n iz e s  i t s  l i t e r a r y  b a la n c e  and symmetry. T h is  p e r c e p t io n  has 
no t been p o s s i b l e  h e r e t o f o r e .  The c e n t r a l i t v  o f  J e p h th a h  has n o t  
been r e c o g n iz e d  becau se  th e  b a s i s  f o r  s t r u c t u r e  has been sought in  
th e  wrong p l a c e ,  i . e . ,  i n  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " c y c le s "  o f  c h a p s .  3 -9 .  An 
e d i t o r ' s  I m i t a t i v e  u s e  o f  fram eworks o r  one sm all  p a r t  o f  th e  frame­
work language  o f  c h a p s .  3-9 in  13:1 h a s  b l in d e d  s t u d e n t s  o f  Ju d g es  to  
i t s  t r u e  s t r u c t u r e .
A f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  f i n i s h e d  Ju d g e s  has i t s  own 
l i t e r a r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  made up o f  many and d i v e r s e  k in d s  o f  m a te r i ­
a l s .  We a r e  p ro b a b ly  d e a l in g  w i th  two e a r l i e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  d e l i v ­
e r e r  o r  ju d g e  s t o r i e s ,  one group  p re s e rv e d  in  th e  d e l i v e r e r  t a l e s  o f  
c h a p s .  3 -9 ,  th e  o t h e r  p re s e rv e d  p a r t l y  in  th e  J e p h th a h  and Samson ma­
t e r i a l ,  and p a r t l y  in  th e  E l i  and Samuel and , p o s s i b l y ,  even th e  Saul 
m a t e r i a l s  o f  1 Sam uel.  S e v e r a l  p re -m o n a rc h ia l  s o c i a l  chaos s t o r i e s  
have been i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  c h a p s .  17-21 and lace d  w i th  s e v e r a l  p ro -  
m o n arc h ia l  r u b r i c s .  P o r t i o n s  o f  c h a p s .  1-2 have been added to  the 
o ld  c o re  o f  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  a t  v a r io u s  s t a g e s ,  and in  one ca se  an 
o ld  war poem has been  p re s e rv e d  a lo n g s id e  a p ro se  v e r s i o n  ( c h a p s .  
4 - 5 ) ,  w h i le  each  o f  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  o ld  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  have had 
th e  " c y c l i c ” framework b u i l t  around t h e i r  m arg in s  i n  th e  e d i t i n g  
p ro cess  .
I t  a l s o  fo l lo w s  t h a t  Ju d g es  was com piled  by i t s  f i n a l  e d i t o r  
a s  a book in  i t s  own r i g h t ,  an  e s t i m a t e  v i s i b l e  in  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l
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name " Ju d g e s ."*  At one s t a g e  o f  i t s  c o m p o s i t io n ,  t h e  book p ro b ab ly  
began a t  2 :6 -9  (10?) w hich th en  fu n c t io n e d  as a " jo i n "  w i th  th e  end 
of J o s h u a .  Where t h i s  e a r l i e r  form o f  th e  book ended i s  im p o s s ib le  
to t e l l  o r  even s u g g e s t .
However t h i s  may b e ,  what emerged was a l o o s e l y  c o n s t r u c te d  
u n i t y .  No e f f o r t  was made to  c r e a t e  p r e c i s e  and obv ious  m ech a n ica l  
m atches  o f  t h i s  p a r t  w i th  t h a t .  The p e r ic o p a e  s to c k  e i t h e r  v a r ie d  in 
l e n g t h  in  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  fo rm s, o r were e d i t e d  i n t o  p e r ic o p a e  o f  
somewhat v a r ie d  l e n g t h s  and s t r u c t u r e - t y p e s . The J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  
th em se lv es  a re  n o t  m e c h a n ic a l ly  u n ifo rm  in  l e n g t h  o r  in  t h e i r  r h e t o r ­
i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The f a r t h e r  th e  e d i t o r s  moved toward th e  o u te r  
m arg ins  o f  th e  f i n i s h e d  book, th e  l e s s  c a re  was tak en  to  make th e  
c o n n e c t io n s  o b v io u s  and c l e a r ,  though enough e f f o r t  was expended to 
make m o t i f  o r theme c o n n e c t io n s  more o r  l e s s  v i s i b l e .  To do t h i s  th e  
e d i t o r s  e i t h e r  used th e  f i r s t  few o ld  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  as th e y  were 
in  th e  o r i g i n a l  d e l i v e r e r  book, o r  r e a r r a n g e d  them so a s  to  p u t  Judah 
and Benjamin f i r s t  to  c r e a t e  a b a la n c e  w ith  th e  e n d - m a t te r  s t o r i e s  
s i m i l a r l y  c o n ta in in g  a Judah -B en jam in  e v a l u a t i o n s !  p e r s p e c t i v e .  But 
w h a te v e r  th e  p r o c e s s ,  th e  f i n i s h e d  book i s  to  be viewed as  a r e a l  but 
l o o s e l y  ba lan ced  sy m m etr ica l  c o n s t r u c t ,  no t  s u b j e c t e d  to  much mechan 
i c a l  f a s h io n i n g ,  b u t  formed m o s t ly  o f  s t o r y  and e s s a y  m a t e r i a l  w ith
*C ontra  d eG eu s , and McKenzie, World o f  t h e  J u d g e s . But von 
Rad, Old T es tam en t T h eo lo g y , 1 :3 46-347 , had a l r e a d y  argued t h a t  th e  
e d i t o r i a l  sys tem s o f  Ju d g es  and K ings  were too  d i v e r s e  to a t t r i b u t e  
th e s e  "books" to  one s i n g l e  E x i l i c  Era e d i t o r  ( a g a i n s t  N o th ) .  C f . 
F o h re r ,  p p .  194-195, who a l s o  th in k s  i n d i v id u a l  books were composed 
as su c h ;  t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  no ted  by J .  R. P o r t e r ,  "Old T e s ta ­
ment H i s t o r i o g r a p h y , "  in  T r a d i t i o n  and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , e d . G. W. 
Anderson (Oxford: C la ren d o n  P r e s s ,  1979),  p p .  125-132 . Mayes,
J u d g e s . p .  12, n o t e s  %#iat he th in k s  to  be th e  u n s u c c e s s fu l  a t te m p ts  
of s c h o la r s  a t  showing e d i t o r i a l  d i v e r s i t y  in  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H i s to r y ;  bu t problem s o f  co m p lex i ty  s tu b b o r n ly  p e r s i s t .
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th e m a t ic  o r  s t o r y  m o t i f  l i n k s  between f r o n t  and end c o u n t e r p a r t s .
The "no k in g "  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  ch a p s .  17-21 a r e  p ro -m o n arch ia l  
and a r e  c r u c i a l  to  J u d g e s '  o v e r a l l  f u n c t io n  and p r o p a g a n d i s t s  v a l j e .  
An e x t e n s iv e  s tu d y  was made o f  th e  a l l e g e d  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l  m a te r i a l s  
i n  th e  Gideon and Abimelech s t o r i e s .  I t  was found t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 
c e r t a i n  a n t i - m o n a r c h i a l  e lem ent h e re  as  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been 
c la im e d .  R a th e r ,  th e  same t r a g i c  d im ension  as i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 
most o f  th e  Judges  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  e x i s t s  h e re  t o o :  th e  c a n d id a t e s  fo r  
k in g s h ip  e i t h e r  r e fu s e d  (G ideon , J o th a m 's  f a b le )  o r  were too 
u n s u i t a b l e  (A b im e le ch ) .  The r e l e v a n t  s t o r y - g r o u p s  a l s o  e x p lo re  the 
v a r i e d  m o t iv a t io n s  and r e s u l t s  o f  m o n a rc h ia l  p r e c u r s o r s .
These o b s e r v a t io n s  y i e l d  a c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  J e p h th a h .  He was, 
i n  f a c t ,  head o f  a c e n t r a l  government o f  G ilead  fu n c t io n in g  w ith  f u l l
h ea d sh ip  powers in  a l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a s  and l o y a l  to  th e  c e n t r a l
h i s t o r i c  ground of I s r a e l ' s  e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  p ro c la m a t io n  o f  s a l v a t i o n  
from Egypt; b u t  he too f e l l  v i c t i m  to  t r a g e d v .  and i o s t  th e  p o s s ib le  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  h i s  fa m i ly  i n t o  a d v n a s t i c  c e n t r a l  r u l e ,  due to  the
s a c r i f i c e  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r— h i s  o n ly  c h i l d .
I t  i s  h a rd  n o t  to  s ee  a c e r t a i n  d iv in e  a r ran g em en t  o f  t h in g s  
p re supposed  by th e  f i n a l  e d i t o r s .  The d i v i n e l y  fa v o re d  monarchy 
^ould n o t  r e a l l y  a p p e a r  in  I s r a e l  u n t i l  th e  t im e  o f  David who none­
t h e l e s s  had h i s  p r e c u r s o r s .  The p r e c u r s o r s ,  and som etimes th e  re a ­
sons  why th ey  th e m s e lv e s  co u ld  n o t  be th e  d i v i n e l y  e l e c t e d  monarchy, 
a re  th e  s u b i e c t  o f Jo sh u a  and Ju d g es ;  among th e  ju d g e s ,  J e p h th ah  was 
viewed as  th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  th e  p r e c u r s o r s .
The q u e s t i o n  now a r i s e s  a s  to  what k ind  o f  s i t u a t i o n  would 
have g iv en  r i s e  to  such  a co m p o s i t io n  and i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  in to  the
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£ I n a l  D e u ce ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  o f  w hicn i t  u l t i m a t e l y  became p a v t .  To 
t h i s  q u e s t io n  we now t u r n .
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CHAPTER VTII
JEPHTHAH IN THE DEUTERONOMISTTC HISTORY
The E d i t i o n s  o f  th e  D e u te r o n o m ls t l c  H i s t o r y
The concern  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  i d e n t i f y  th e  e d i t i o n s  
th ro u g h  which Jo sh u a -K in g s  h as  been p u t ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  how t h i s  
c o m p o s i t io n a l  and e d i t i n g  p ro c e s s  has a f f e c t e d  Judges  and th e  Jeph­
th ah  s t o r i e s ,  and what r o l e  th e s e  f i v e  p e r ic o p a e  p la y  i n  i t .
Recent S tudy o f  th e  D eu ce ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry
A l l  r e c e n t  c r i t i c a l  work on J o s h u a -K in g s  t a k e s  i t s  r i s e  from 
th e  1943 t h e s i s  o f  M. Noth t h a t  th e  co m p o s i t io n  o f  t h e s e  books r e p r e ­
s e n t s  a s i n g l e  h i s t o r i c a l  h o r i z o n ,  a u n i f i e d  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  
v iew , a s i n g u l a r l y  formed s t r u c t u r e  and c h ro n o lo g y ,  a s i n g u l a r  a t t i ­
tu d e  toward i t s  s o u r c e s ,  and a homogeneous s e t  o f  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  
abou t i t s  h i s t o r y . ' '  These th e s e s  p o s t u l a t e  one s i n g l e  e d i t o r  in  th e  
E x i l i c  E ra .  N oth1s t h e o r y ,  o f  a s i n g l e  e x i l i c  e d i t o r  o f  th e  whole, 
opposed th e  e a r l i e r  t h e o r y  o f  two r e d a c t o r s  f i r s t  a r t i c u l a t e d  by A. 
K uenen .-  and fo llow ed  t h e r e a f t e r  v i r t u a l l y  w i th o u t  e x c e p t io n  u n t i l  
N o th 's  work.^
*Noth, D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , o p .  5 -11 .
2A. Kuenen, H i s t o r i s c h - k r l t i s c h e  E l n l e i t u n g  in  d i e  B ucher des 
A l te n  T e s t a m e n ts , t r a n s .  T. Weber ( L e ip z ig :  O tto  S c h u lz e ,  1887-1892).
3
R. N e lson ,  Double R e d a c t io n , pp . 1 3 -2 2 ,  g iv e s  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  
o f  s t u d i e s  on t h i s  problem w i th  s y n o p s is  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
th ro u g h  th e  work of C ro ss .  C f .  a l s o  Mayes, S to r y  o f  I s r a e l , pp. 8 - 1 4 .
314
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S in c e  1973 t h e r e  has  been a tendency  to  fo l lo w  F. C ross  in  
r e s t o r i n g  th e  o l d e r  v iew  o f  two r e d a c t o r s ,  one in  t h e  t im e  o f  J o s i a h ,  
th e  second in  th e  E x i l i c  E r a . 1 For ou r  p u r p o s e s ,  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  
s t a t e  s im p ly  h e re  t h a t  a m aior problem  w ith  b o th  views i s  t h a t  t h e  
c o m p o s i t i o n a l - r e d a c t i o n a l  p ro c e s s  in  Ju d g es  i s  v e r y  p ro b a b ly  more 
complex th an  t h i s .
The b a s i c  s tu d y  o f  th e  r e d a c t i o n  o f  J u d g e s  i s  t h a t  o f  W.
2
R i c h t e r .  R ic h t e r  th o u g h t  he co u ld  d e t e c t  i n  Judges  s e v e r a l  r e d a c -  
t i o n a l  h an d s .  ( I )  T h e re  was an o r i g i n a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d e l i v e r e r  
t a l e s .  (2 )  A f i r s t  Deuteronom ic e d i t o r  (R dt)  added th e  framework, 
( " c y c l e " )  p o r t i o n s  around  th e  m arg in s  o f  each  o f  th e  o ld  d e l i v e r e r  
s t o r i e s  of  3 :1 2 - 9 : 5 7 .  ( 3 )  S t i l l  a n o th e r  Deuteronom ic r e d a c t o r  added
th e  "example" ju d g e ,  O th n i e l  ( 3 : - 7 - l l a ;  R d t2 ) .  (4 )  The f i n a l  re d ac ­
t o r ,  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  N o th 's  e x i l i c  D eu te ro n o m is t  (D trG ) , was r e s p o n s i ­
b l e  f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t s  o f  th e  two i n t r o d u c t i o n s  C2 : 6 —3 :6 ;  1 0 :6 -1 6 ) ,  
th e  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  n o t i c e s ,  th e  m inor ju d g e  l i s t s  (1 0 :1 -5 ;  1 2 : 7 - 1 5 ) ,
and th e  d e a th  n o t i c e s  o f  th e  R e t t e rb u c h  ( c h a p s .  3 -9 )  framework p o r -  
3t i o n s .
B o l i n g ' s  r e c e n t  commentary on J u d g e s ,  how ever,  fo l lo w s  B eyer- 
l i n  in  a s s ig n in g  th e  "framework" p o r t i o n s  to  th e  p re -D eu te ro n o m ic  
e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s .  He th i n k s  o f  o n ly  two l a t e  e d i t i o n s ,  a D euteronom ic 
one in  th e  s e v e n th  c e n tu r y  ( J o s i a h  E ra) and a f i n a l  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
one in  the  s i x t h  c e n tu r y  ( E x i l i c  E r a ) .  B o ling  f u r t h e r  s i m p l i f i e s  the
^ C ro ss ,  C a n a a n i te  Myth and Hebrew E p i c , p p .  274-289 .
2
R i c h t e r , D ie  B e a rb e i tu n g e n  des  " R e t t e r b u c h e s ."
3
C f . W. L. M o ra n 's  b r i e f  re v ie w  a r t i c l e ,  "A S tudy  o f  th e  
Deuteronom ic H i s t o r v , "  B i b l i c a  46 (1 9 6 5 ) :2 2 3 -2 2 8 .
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e d i t i n g  p ro c e s s  by a t t r i b u t i n g  to  th e  s e v e n th  c e n tu r y  Deuteronomic 
e d i t o r  two i n t e r n a l  p o r t i o n s — th e  judgm ent sp ee ch es  o f  6 :7 -1 0 ;
10 :6 -16  and th e  m a t e r i a l  o f  2 :1 -5 ;  1 6 :1 -1 8 :3 1 .  The e x i l i c  D eu terono- 
r a i s t i c  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  c h a p s .  I and 1 9 -2 1 .^  Thus B o l in g ,  to o ,  i s  con­
t e n t  w i th  two D euteronom ic a d d i t i o n s .
In th e  m eantim e, th e  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  s u g g e s te d  e d i t o r s  f o r  
th e  whole h i s t o r y  proceeded  w ith  z e s t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  R i c h t e r ,  R. 
Smend made th e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  DtrG was a h i s t o r i a n  f o r  whom David 
was a p p o in te d  p e rm an en t ly  and u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  to  h i s  t h r o n e .  Smend
a l s o  su g g e s te d  a  second e d i t o r  w i th  n o m is t i c  i n t e r e s t s  whom he c a l l e d  
2
DtrN. F o llo w in g  Smend, W. D i e t r i c h  added y e t  a n o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  s ig -  
lum (D trP )  f o r  one o f  th e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e d i t o r s  who, he t h o u g h t ,  was 
p r o p h e t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d . ^  F i n a l l y ,  T. V e i j o l a ,  in  two im p o r tan t  and 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  s t u d i e s ,  a d o p ts  D i e t r i c h ' s  D trP ,  h i s  DtrG, 
and Smend's DtrN; V e i jo l a  argued t h a t  DtrN b e l i e v e d  David to  have 
been th e  p e r f e c t l y  l a w - a b id in g  k i n g .^
A nother  e d i t o r  (D trL )  who was concerned  w ith  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o r
^B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p p .  30-38 .
2
R. Smend, "Das G ese tz  und d i e  V o lk e r .  E in  B e i t r a g  zu r  
d e u te r o n o m is t i s c h e n  R e d a k t i o n s g e s c h ic h t e ," in  P ro b lem e  B i b l i s c h e r  
T h e o lo g ie . e d .  H. W. W olff  (Munich: K a is e r  V e r l a g ,  1 9 7 1 ) .
3
W a lte r  D i e t r i c h ,  P r o p h e t l e  und G e s c h ic h te :  E in e  r e d a k t i o n s -  
g e s c h i c h t l i c h e  U n te rsu ch u n g  zum d e u te r o n o m is t i s c h e n  G e s c h ic h ts w e rk . 
FRLANT, no .  108 (G S t t in g e n :  Vandenhoeck und R u p re c h t ,  1972).
4
T. V e i j o l a ,  D ie  Ewige D y n a s t i e :  David und d i e  E n ts te h u n g  
s e i n e r  D y n a s t i e  nach d e r  d e u te r o n o m is t i s c h e n  D a r s t e l l u n g  (H e l s in k i :  
Suom alainen  T ie d e a k a te m ia ,  1975); Das Konlgtum i n  d e r  B e u r t e i l u n g  d e r  
d e u t e r o n o m is t i s c h e n  H l s t o r l o g r a p h i e :  E in e  r e d a k t i o n s g e s c h i c h t l l c h e  
U n te rsu ch u n g  ( H e l s i n k i :  Suom alainen T ie d e a k a te m ia ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  One can 
see  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  V e i j o l a ' s  work, e . g . ,  in  t h e  r e c e n t  commentary 
by R. K le in  on 1 Samuel (Waco, T e x . :  Word Books, 1 9 8 3 ) .
5C f .  th e  re v ie w  of I .  F .  M. B ra y le y ,  JTS_ NS 27 (1 9 ) :4 2 7 -4 2 8 .
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l o s s  o f  th e  land  has been p ro p o sed ;  s t i l l  a n o th e r  (DtrU = U ber-  
a r b e i t e r ) , from whom came c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  Deut 7 -9 ,  was su g g es ted  
by N. L o h f in k .^  T h is  e d i t o r  in  th e  E x i l i c  Era c a p i t a l i z e d  on DtN' s 
law  i n t e r e s t ,  bv s t r e s s i n g  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  o f  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  r e s i s ­
ta n c e  to  Yahweh as  a w a rn in g .
These s t u d i e s  g e n e r a l i z e  abou t th e  whole o f  th e  D eute ronom is-  
t i c  H is to ry  from t h e i r  own and th e  t e x t ' s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on David.
And i t  i s  u n d o u b ted ly  c o r r e c t  t h a t  th e  f i n a l  e d i t o r ( s )  saw David as 
th e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  d i v i n e l y  chosen  k in g .  He t h e r e f o r e  makes him th e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  s e r i e s .  The q u e s t i o n  rem a in s  as  to  what 
th e  f i r s t  o n e - t h i r d  ( J c s h u a - J u d g e s )  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  t h i s  scheme.
The p r i n c i p a l  d o u b ts  ab o u t  th e  a l l e g e d  Deuteronomism o f  Judges
a r e  t h e s e .  (1 )  R i c h t e r  h im s e l f  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  "D euteronom ic" i s  too
g e n e r a l  a term  f o r  th e  fram ework, example ( 3 :7 - 1 2 ,  O t h n i e l ) , and in -
2
t r o d u c t i o n  s e c t i o n s  o f  J u d g e s .  (2 )  The ev id en ce  f o r  Deuteronomism 
i n  th e  framework p a s s a g e s  i s  l i m i t e d  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  to  " th e y  d id  
e v i l "  (Deut 1 7 :2 ) .  T h is  i s  " v e ry  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t in g  e v id e n c e ,"  and 
th e  c la u s e  in  q u e s t i o n  may n o t  even be a s s i g n a b l e  to  th e  o r i g i n a l  
t e x t  o f  th e  law in  Deuteronomy.^ (3) B e y e r l in  shows t h a t  o f  a l l  th e  
a l l e g e d  D euteronom ic m a t e r i a l  in  J u d g e s ,  o n ly  2 :1 1 -1 9  b e a r s  ev id en ce
*N. L o h f in k ,  "Kerygmata des d e u te r o n o m is t i s c h e n  G e s c h ic h t s -  
w e rk s ,"  in  D ie  B o t s c h a f t  und d i e  B o te n , ed . J o r g  J e r e m ia s  and L. 
P e r l i t t  (N e u k irch e n :  N euk irchenen  V e r la g ,  1981),  p .  94.
2
Cf. Moran, p .  226 .
3
I b i d . ;  B o l in g ,  J u d g e s . p .  36, Duts i t :  " .  . . e x c e e d in g ly  
s l im  su p p o r t  fo r  t h e  n o t io n  t h a t  t h e  book o f  Deuteronomy g u id ed  th e  
b u lk  o f  th e  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  J u d g e s . "  These  o b s e r v a t io n s  
a r t i c u l a t e  in  t h e i r  own way th e  s t r i c t u r e s  o f  D. R. D av is '  d i s s e r t a ­
t i o n .  Burney, J u d g e s , d . x l i x ,  a l r e a d y  conc luded  from h i s  su rv ey  
(1918) t h a t  "D euteronom ic" i n f lu e n c e  was n o t  to  be seen  in  Judges  
e x c e p t  in  2 :1 2 -1 9  and perhaps  3 : 1 a ,  3.
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o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  l i n g u i s t i c / p h r a s e o l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  D eu te ron ­
omy. Even t h i s ,  he a r g u e s ,  i s  l i m i t e d  to  a few p h r a s e s .  He a l s o  
p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  two o t h e r  Im p o rtan t  I n t r o d u c to r y  p i e c e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  
to  th e  framework p o r t i o n s  in  t h e i r  u se  o f  a t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  
c o n c e p tu a l  p a t t e r n .  F i n a l l y ,  B e y e r l in  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  th e  a l l e g e d  
Deuteronom ic lan g u ag e  in  b o th  o f  t h e s e  ty p e s  o f  e d i t o r i a l  a d d i t i o n s  
( i n t r o d u c t i o n s  and frameworks) has c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  b o th  th e  Exodus 
t r a d i t i o n s  and th e  Song o f  Mosas o f  Deut 32— an e a r l y  t r e a t y - b r e a c h
l a w s u i t . '  These a l l e g e d  Deuteronom ic a d d i t i o n s  a” “ f h e r p f o r e
2
D euteronom ic, bu t p re -D eu te ro n o m ic .  (4 )  Two r e c e n t l y  com piled l i s t s  
o f  D euteronom ic p h ra se o lo g y  do no t  show a v e ry  im p re s s iv e  in p u t  o f  
D euteronom ic language  i n t o  th e  book o f  J u d g e s ;^  a t  th e  same t im e ,  an 
a p p r e c i a b l e  q u a n t i t y  o f  D euteronom ic v o c a b u la ry  may be seen  in  sup­
p o sed ly  non-Deuteronom ic Old Testam ent s o u r c e s , as  has been shown bv 
B e y e r l in  and D a v is .  The one p o r t io n  o f  Ju d g es  w i th  any  a p p r e c i a b l e
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of Deuteronom ic language  i s  2 :1 1 -1 9 ,  as B e y e r l in  
4a r g u e s .
S t i l l ,  t h e r e  Is  a D euteronom ic f e e l  in  th e s e  e d i t e d - i n  po r­
t i o n s  o f  Ju d g es .  They c o n ta in  a t  l e a s t  a s m a t t e r in g  o f  Deuteronom ic
' ' F i r s t  i d e n t i f i e d  by W rig h t ,  "The L aw su it  o f  G o d .”
2
B e y e r l i n ,  "Gattung und H e rk u n f t ,"  pp .  14-15 , 1 7 -2 3 .
3
W e in fe ld ,  Deuteronomy and th e  D euteronom ic S c h o o l . Appendix 
A, pp. 320-365 and J .  A. W il l ia m s ,  "A C oncep tua l  H i s to r y  o f  D e u te r ­
onomism in  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t ,  Ju d a ism , and the  New T estam en t"  (Ph.D . 
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  S ou thern  B a p t i s t  T h e o lo g ic a l  Sem inary, 19 7 6 ),  Appendix, 
pp .  363-395. Of 249 such  words and p h ra se s  drawn from Deuteronomy, 
Jo s h u a -K in g s ,  and Je re m ia h ,  W einfeld  l i s t s  in  h i s  co n co rd an ce  o n ly  a 
t o t a l  o f  16 in  Ju d g es ;  W i l l ia m s '  l i s t  in c lu d e s  244 p h r a s e s  from the 
same so u rc e s  w ith  28 i tem s  a p p e a r in g  in  J u d g e s .
4
B e y e r l i n ,  G a ttu n g  und H e r k u n f t , o p .  13-15.
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words and p h r a s e s ;  th e y  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h  th e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  and 
framework p a s sa g e s  and a r e  more d e n s e ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  2 :1 1 -1 9 .  But 
t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  many D euteronom ic themes and i n t e r e s t s  h e r e :  i d o l a t r y ,  
d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  f o r e ig n  h a r a s s m e n t ,  a p e o p l e ' s  k i n g s h ip ,  p ro p h e ts  and 
f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  p ro p h ecy ,  t h e  lan d  and i t s  p o s s e s s i o n ,  c o v e n a n t ,  Law­
s u i t ,  and w ra th .  P e rh ap s  in  th e  framework and l a w s u i t  i n t r o d u c t io n s  
we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i th  a n a s c e n t  o r  e a r l y  p ro to -D eu te ronom ism ; o r ,  f o l ­
low ing  D. Greenwood 's  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Deuteronomism i s  r e a l l y  a mix o f  
v a ry in g  in p u t s  in c lu d in g  p r i e s t l y / L e v i t i c a l , p r o p h e t i c ,  and wisdom
i n g r e d i e n t s . *  At th e  p r e s e n t ,  one must conc lude  f o r  o n ly  a v e ry  min-
2
im al l i n g u i s t i c  e x p r e s s io n  o f  Deuteronomism in  J u d g e s ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  
an e d i t i n g  a c t i v i t y  embodying e a r l y  forms o f  i t s  v a l u e s .  T h is  does 
n o t  hold f o r  2 :1 1 -1 9 ,  how ever,  w hich c o n t a i n s  a somewhat d e n s e r  
com pac tion  o f  lan g u ag e  and co n c ep ts  c l o s e r  to  th e  form o f  
Deuteronomism found in  th e  sp eech es  and t h e o l o g i c a l  e x p o s i t i o n  of 
Kings and J e r e m ia h .  The c o n n e c t io n  w ith  Kings and Je re m ia h  may be 
e v id e n c e  o f  l a t e r  dace  f o r  t h i s  sm all  p i e c e .
D. Greenwood, "The O r ig in s  o f  Deuteronom ic L i t e r a t u r e , "  in  
P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  S ix t h  World C o n g ress  o f  J e w is h  S t u d i e s , v o l .  1 
( J e ru s a le m :  World Union o f  Jew ish  S tu d i e s ,  1975), p p .  191-199; 
Greenwood th in k s  Deuteronomism to  be e x i l i c ,  bu t a r i s i n g  in  th e  
d e v e lo p in g  synagogue trom a mix o f  p r i e s t s ,  p r o p h e t s ,  and so p h e r im . 
The l a c k  o f  agreem ent on th e  k ind  o f  c i r c l e s  which produced  D euter­
onomy m ight w e ll  be an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  such  a mixed s i t u a t i o n ,  w he the r  
e a r l y  o r  l a t e .
^Mayes, S to r y  o f  I s r a e l , p p .  76 -78 ,  r e c o g n iz e s  l i m i t e d  Deu­
teronom ism  i n  Ju d g es ;  he b e l i e v e s  i t  i s  co n f in ed  t o  2 :1 1 - 3 :6  and 
JO: 6-16 . But th e  l i n g u i s t i c  b a s i s  f o r  1 0 :6 -1 6  i s  l i m i t e d ;  t h e  
v o c a b u la ry  in  q u e s t i o n  i s  a lm ost  e n t i r e l y  c o n c e n t r a te d  i n  2 :1 1 -1 9 .
3
B e y e r l i n ,  G a ttu n g  und H e r k u n f t . pp .  13-15, d i s c u s s e s  th e  
J e rem ia h -K in g s  c o n n e c t io n .
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The O r ig in s  of Deuteronomism 
S e v e ra l  r e c e n t  d eve lopm en ts  in  D euteronom ic s t u d i e s  p o i n t  
to  o p t io n s  f a l l i n g  o u t s i d e  a  k ind  of Deuteronomism co n ce iv ed  o f  as 
c o n c r e t e l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  i n  v o c a b u l a r y / s t y l e  and i n  t im e ,  i . e . ,  id e n ­
t i f i a b l e  w i th  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  D eu te ronom y-K ings-Jerem iah  and d a t a b l e  
i n  th e  J o s i a h - E x i l e  E ra .*  (1 )  S e v e ra l  s c h o l a r s  have  re c o g n iz e d  cha t 
a t  l e a s t  p o r t i o n s  o f  Deuteronomy and Deuteronomism o r i g i n a t e d  w ell  
b e f o r e  th e  J o s i a h  e r a ,  p e rh ap s  i n  th e  N orth  p r i o r  to  t h e  f a l l  o f  
Sam aria  i n  721. These s c h o l a r s  a rgue  t h a t  t h e  Deuteronom ic movement 
began i n  t h e  e i g h t h  c e n tu r y  in  th e  N o r th e rn  Kingdom from w hich i t s  
l e a d e r s  f l e d  a f t e r  721 to  th e  Sou th , where a d d i t i o n s  were made to  the 
a l r e a d y  d r a f t e d  n u c l e a r  Deuteronomy. But i f  an e a r l y  n u c l e a r  D eu te r­
onomy a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  in  t h e  e ig h th  c e n tu r y ,  i t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t
e a r l y  forms o f  th e  D euteronom ic la n g u a g e  and v a lu e s  e x i s t e d  s t i l l
2
f a r t h e r  back— i n t o  th e  u n i t e d  monarchy o r  e a r l i e r .  In d eed ,  K. Koch 
f i n d s  th e  e a r l i e s t  c a s e  o f  th e  Nabi speech  form , w i th  which
McKenzie, World o f  th e  J u d g e s , p .  10: " . . . when we sp eak  
o f  th e  Deuteronom ic H i s t o r y ,  r e d a c t i o n ,  o r  th e o lo g y ,  we do n o t  imply 
( a s  p e rh ap s  some c r i t i c s  do) t h a t  th e  D euteronom ic i d e a s  ap p e a re d  fo r  
th e  f i r s t  t im e in  th e  s e v e n th  c e n t u r y . ”
2
T h is  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  d i s c u s s e d  in  d e t a i l  by E. W. N ic h o ls o n ,  
Deuteronomy and T r a d i t i o n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  1967); c f .
R. C lem en ts ,  "Deuteronomy and th e  J e ru s a le m  C u l t  T r a d i t i o n , ” VT_ 15 
(1 9 6 5 ) :3 0 0 -3 1 2 .  The o r i g i n  of Deuteronomism a t  Shechem i n  t h e  e ig h th  
c e n tu r y  i s  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  J .  A. W i l l ia m s ,  A C o n cep tu a l  H i s t o r y  of 
D euteronom ism . G. E. W r ig h t ,  "The Book o f  Deuteronomy: I n t r o d u c t i o n  
and E x e g e s i s , ” IB̂  (1 9 5 4 ) ,  2 :3 1 4 -3 2 0 ,  p o i n t s  o u t  a c l o s e  a f f i n i t y  
between Deuteronomy and two o t h e r  e i g h t h - c e n t u r y  s o u r c e s ,  Hosea and
E. J .  A. Thompson, Deuteronom y, p .  35: "May i t  n o t  be th e n  t h a t  th e  
r o o t s  o f  th e  Deuteronom ic s t y l e  run  back f u r t h e r  i n t o  th e  p a s t  than  
has  been re c o g n iz e d  h i t h e r t o ? "  E. N ie l s o n ,  O ra l  T r a d i t i o n . S tu d ie s  
in  B i b l i c a l  T heo logy , no. 11 (London: SCM P r e s s , 19 5 4 ),  pp. 56-57 , 
had re c o g n iz e d  t h a t  s i n c e  th e  D euteronom ic v a lu e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  found 
in  Jo sh  24 ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  seek  i t s  f i r s t  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  p re ­
monarchy e r a .  In  a s i m i l a r  v e i n ,  J .  R. P o r t e r ,  p .  135, p ro p o se s  t h a t
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
321
Deuteronomism i s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d ,  in  N a th a n 's  r e p ro a c h  o f  David 
(2 Sam 1 2 ) . ' '  (2 )  A group  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  s c h o la r s  c o n t in u e s  to  a rg u e
w i th  p l a u s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Deuteronomy should  be d a ted  a p p ro x im a te ly  a t  
th e  L a te  B ro n ze -E a r ly  I ro n  h o r iz o n  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  l i k e n e s s  o f  
i t s  s i x - p a r t  t r e a t y  fo rm u la ry  to  th e  H i t t i t e  and o t h e r  Bronze Age 
t r e a t i e s .  The e lem e n ts  of t h i s  fo rm u la ry  d id  n o t  c o n t in u e  in  t h e  
same b a lan c ed  u se  a f t e r  th e  t e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  even though McCarthy and 
W einfeld have shown t h a t  th e  c u r s e  s e c t i o n  o f  Deuteronomy in  p a r t i c ­
u l a r  i s  more l i k e  t h a t  of th e  v a s s a l  t r e a t i e s  of E sarhaddon  than
7
th o s e  of th e  L ate  Bronze Age t r e a t i e s . -  The s i x - p a r t  t r e a t y  formu­
l a r y  seems to  have d i s i n t e g r a t e d  as an in s t ru m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
d ip lom acy  b e f o r e  th e  e r a  of E sarhaddon , s i n c e  by t h i s  time th e  t r e a t y  
had a p p a r e n t l y  been reduced  to  a  mass o f  c u r s e s  f o r  d i s o b e d ie n c e
w h i le  th e  o l d e r  e lem e n ts  of the  t r e a t y  fo rm u la ry  were e l im in a t e d  o r
3
reduced  to  f o r m a l i t i e s .  (3 )  W. Brueggemann s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  b a s ic
p e rh ap s  "we sh o u ld  d i s t i n g u i s h  between a Deuteronom ic schoo l which 
c o l l e c t e d ,  p re s e rv e d  and . . . shaped a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n s  ( .  . . 
o r i g i n a t i n g  v e ry  f a r  back in  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y )  and a more n a r ro w ly  
d e f in e d  'D -g ro u p ' . . .  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  th e  f i n a l  . . .  D eu te ro n o -  
m i s t i c  H i s to r y  . . ."
' k . Koch, The P ro p h e t s :  The A s s y r ia n  P e r i o d , t r a n s .  M. Kohl 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  pp . 19 -23 ; s i m i l a r l y  R. 
C lem en ts ,  P rophecy  and T r a d i t i o n , pp. 13-14.
2
M. K l in e ,  J .  A. Thompson, P. C r a ig ie ;  K. A. K itch en  p ro p o ses  
a g e n e ra l  Deuteronom ic in f lu e n c e  th ro u g h  th e  whole I s r a e l i t e  e r a ;  c f .  
h i s  e s s a y  "A ncien t  O r i e n t ,  ’D e u te ro n is m ,* and th e  Old T e s ta m e n t ,"  in  
New P e r s p e c t i v e s  on th e  Old T e s ta m e n t . C f .  D. M cCarthy, T re a ty  and 
C o v en an t . New E d i t io n  (Rome: B i b l i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  1978), pp .  
195-205, and W e in fe ld ,  Deuteronomy and th e  D eu te ronom ic  S c h o o l ,  pp. 
115-129.
3
A t r e a t y  t e x t  from th e  s e v e n th  c e n tu ry  B .C .E . ,  o f  no more 
th an  s i x t y - f o u r  l i n e s ,  c o n t a in in g  a p a c t  of A ssu rb a n ip a l  w ith  th e  
A ra b ian  t r i b e  o f  Oedar has come to  l i g h t .  T h is  t r e a t y  has c l o s e r  
a f f i n i t i e s  to  th e  t h i r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  forms th an  th e  o t h e r  t r e a t i e s  o f  
th e  s e v e n th  c e n tu r y .  The r e a d a b le  fragm ents  su g g es t  ( 1 )  a h i s t o r y  of
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e lem en ts  o f  t h e  Ju d g es  framework fo rm u lae  ( e v i l / s e l l ,  c r y  o u t / s a v e )  
may in  f a c t  r e f l e c t  a s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  in  th e  p e r io d  of I s r a e l ' s  forma­
t i o n :
I f  th e  fo rm u la  r e f l e c t s  th e  e a r l y  l i b e r a t e d  community b e f o r e  th e  
monarchy, o u r  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  th e  form ula  u rg e s  movement from 
th e  world o f  im p e r ia l  o p p r e s s io n  w i th  a managed e p i s t e i jo lo g y  to  
th e  new world o f  t r u s t ,  freedom and h o p e f u l l y  j u s t i c e .
For t h i s  a n a l y s i s  he a p p e a l s  to  M endenhall and B e y e r l in :
T h is  e a r l y  p lacem ent i s  argued by Mendenhall on s o c i o l o g i c a l  
g rounds  and i s  p e rm i t te d  by B e y e r l i n ' s  l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s .  I t  i s  
no t  im p o s s ib le  t h a t  B e y e r l i n ' s  l a w s u i t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  can be 
u n d ers to o d  in  f j e s h  ways i n  te rm s  o f  th e  s o c io lo g y  o f  w ithd raw al 
and l i b e r a t i o n .
Thus, s e v e r a l  co n v e rg in g  l i n e s  o f  s tu d y  p o in t  to  t h e  e a r l y
o r i g i n  o f  some forms o r  a s p e c t s  of Deuteronomism in  I s r a e l .  Before
c o n c lu d in g  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  how ever,  a t t e n t i o n  must be g iv e n  to  th e
im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  and themes o f  Judges  fo r  i t s  d a t e .
O r ig in  and D ate  of t h e  S u b s t a n t i a l  Ju d g es  
The H i s t o r i c a l  H orizon  of Judges 
I t  has been concluded  above t h a t  Judges  must have been a com­
p l e t e  book (w i th  th e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t io n  of 2 :1 1 -1 9 )  b e fo re  i t  was 
in c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .  T here  a r e  r e a s o n s  f o r
th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( v e r s o ,  l i n e s  6 - 1 1 ) ,  ( 2 )  o a th  and c u r s e s  ( v e r s o ,  
l i n e s  1 2 f f ) ,  (3 )  p r o h i b i t i o n s  ( r e c t o ,  l i n e s  4 - 7 ) ,  (4) a god l i s t  
( r e c t o ,  l i n e s  8 f f ) .  How c l o s e  to  th e  ba lanced  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e a r l i e r  
t r e a t y  forms t h i s  r e a l l y  i s ,  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  d e a r ;  i t  may even be a 
t r e a t y  l a w s u i t  s in c e  i t  seems to  c o n t a i n  b re a c h  c h a r g e s ,  c f .  K. 
D e l l e r  and S. P a r p o la ,  "E in  V e r t r a g  A s s u rb a n ip a ls  m it  dem a ra b isc h e n  
Stamm Q e d a r ,"  O r i e n t a l i a  37 (1 9 6 8 ) :4 6 4 -4 6 6 ;  A. F. C am pbell ,  "An 
H i s t o r i c a l  P ro lo g u e  in  a S ev en th -C en tu ry  T r e a t y , "  B i b l i c a  50 (1969): 
534-535.
*W. Brueggemann, " S o c ia l  C r i t i c i s m  and S o c ia l  V i s io n  in  th e  
Deuteronom ic Formula o f  th e  J u d g e s , "  in  D ie  B o t s c h a f t  und d i e  B o ten , 
pp. 101-114.
2I b i d . ,  p .  113, n .  52.
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s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  J u d g e s ,  as  a com pleted  book, o r i g i n a t e d  d u r in g  the 
e a r l y  monarchy e r a ,  d e s p i t e  th e  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  most modem s c h o l a r s h i p  
f o r  a c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a t e r  d a t e ,  and 18:30  n o tw i th s ta n d in g .^
The c h i e f  re a s o n  i s  t h a t  i t s  t o t a l  p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  i d e a s ,  
v a l u e s ,  em phases, and themes i s  more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  
t h e  e a r l y  monarchy th an  w i th  th e  E x i l i c  Era o r  t h e  r e ig n  o f  J o s i a h .
1. The book prom otes th e  n o t io n  o f  a c h a r i s m a t i c a l l y  d e t e r ­
mined m onarchy. I t  does t h i s  in  two w ays, ( a )  Chaps. 17-21 do so 
d i r e c t l y  by a co m b in a tio n  o f  a f f i r m a t i o n s  in  which th e  absence  o f  a 
k in g  i s  l in k e d  to  an ab sen ce  o f  o rd e r  in  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  ( c u l t i c ) ,  
m o ra l ,  and c i v i l  p r o t e c t i v e  s p h e r e s .  ( b) C haps. 3-16 do so i n d i r e c t ­
l y  by i d e n t i f y i n g  a n t e c e d e n t s  o f  monarchy ir. th e  form o f  c h a r i s m a t i ­
c a l l y  g i f t e d  w a r r io r s  who d e l i v e r  I s r a e l  from f o r e i g n  in v a d e r s  and 
o p p r e s s o r s ,  p e o p l e ' s  movements toward l o c a l  o r  r e g io n a l  s in g le -h e a d  
r u l e  (G ideon , J e p h th a h ) ,  and q u as i-m o n arch y  in  G ilead  in  w hich th e  
o l d e r  t r i b a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a r e  l e s s  im p o r ta n t  th a n  a s i n g l e  r u l e r  o v er  
th e  whole re g io n  who i n c o r p o r a t e s  i n t o  h i s  h ea d sh ip  a l l  th e  r u l in g  
f u n c t i o n s — a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  m i l i t a r y ,  and j u d i c i a l .  J e p h t h a h ' s  s i g ­
n i f i c a n c e  in  th e  book i s  c l e a r l y  h i g h l ig h t e d  by t h i s  unusual combina­
t i o n  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p lu s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  name i s  th e  o n ly  one 
a p p e a r in g  in  bo th  d e l i v e r e r - s t o r y  m a t e r i a l  and in  a m inor ju d g e  l i s t .
By a sys tem  o f  more o r  l e s s  s u b t l e  com parisons and o m is s io n s ,  
how ever ,  t h i s  s e r i e s  o f  a n te c e d e n t  m o n a rc h y -su g g e s t iv e  e v e n ts  i s  kep t  
to  a p r e l i m i n a r y ,  a n t i c f ~ a '  h ”  s t a g e .  For example , though b o th  Gid­
eon  and J e p h th a h  a r e  the  o b j e c t s  o f  p e o p l e ' s  movements f o r  k in g s h ip ,  
t h e r e  i s  no d i v i n e  e l e c t i o n  o f  them o r  any o t h e r  ju d g es  to  k in g s h i p .
^Judg 18 :30b  i s  p ro b a b ly  a l a t e  g l o s s .
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The d i v i n e  S p i r i t  moves toward w a r r i o r - c h a r i s m a .  T h is  s i l e n c e  on 
k i n g l y  e l e c t i o n  by Yahweh i s  p ro b a b ly  to  be u n d e rs to o d  as  an i n t e n ­
t i o n a l  d e f e r e n c e  to D av id ,  who i s  th e  f i r s t  k ing  to be i n i t i a l l y  
e l e c t e d  by Yahweh, proved by h i s  c o n d u c t ,  and th en  conf irm ed  by a 
t r e a t y  w i th  th e  p eo p le  ( o r  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  2 Sam 5 ) .
More o b v io u s ly ,  th e  c o m p i le r s  o f  Judges fo l lo w  a p a t t e r n  in  
w h ich  e i t h e r  t r a g e d v  o r  c h a r a c t e r  d e f e c t  o r  a co m b in a tio n  o f  th e s e  
e lem e n ts  s e r v e s  to  keep th e  s o c i a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  im pulses  t h r u s t i n g  
toward s i n g u l a r  c h a r i s m a t i c  r u l e  in  a s t a t e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n .  In t h i s  
r e s p e c t  a l s o  th e  C idcon-Jeph thah-Sam son  s e r i e s  c o n t a i n s  k i n g s h ip -  
s u g g e s t i v e  e lem en ts  which a r e  n o t  y e t  e x p l i c i t  in  th e  d e l i v e r e r  ep i­
sodes  o f  O th n ie l ,  Ehud, o r  D eborah -B arak ,  a l th o u g h  perh ap s  i m p l i c i t  
i n  J o t h a m 's  f a b l e .  T h is  m o t i f ,  how ever,  a p p e a r s  to  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
d e f e r  to  David who, in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  i s  th e  s i n g u l a r  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  "The E t e r n a l  D y n a s ty ,"  to  use V e i j o l a ' s  te rm .  And y e t ,  
d e s p i t e  t h i s  q u a l i f y i n g  m o t i f .  Judges  does  no t  n e g a te  th e  movement 
toward s i n g u l a r  c h a r i s m a t ic  h e a d s h ip ,  o f  which J e p h th a h  i s  th e  most 
advanced r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  T here  i s  n o t  a n e g a t iv e  word abou t th e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s i n g u l a r  h e a d sh ip  o v e r  G i le a d ;  n o t  even th e  d a u g h te r  
s a c r i f i c e  i s  in te n d e d  a s  a b l o t  on J e p h th a h .  I t s  purpose  i s  p r im a r ­
i l y  t o  e l a b o r a t e  th e  t r a g i c  l o s s  o f  h i s  l i n e a g e  and th e re b y  to  show 
why even he cou ld  no t  become I s r a e l ' s  f i r s t  d y n a s t i c  k in g .  J e p h th a h  
i n  f a c t  i s  honored in  th e  a f f a i r  by th e  n a r r a t o r  th ro u g h  em phasis  on 
h i s  o«ith— k eep ing  b e fo re  Yahweh.
2. In t h e i r  f r o n t  and end m a t t e r  ( c h a p s .  1-5 , 17-21) th e  e d i ­
t o r s  o f  Judges worked a n o th e r  r e l a t e d  sys tem  o f  v a lu e s - in -  (_>.>mbinaticn. 
These  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  (a )  th e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  Judah  o v e r  th e  r e s t  o f  the
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t r i b e s  a s  th e  one in  w hich th e  tw in  e lem e n ts  o f  power and r e s p o n s i ­
b i l i t y  a r e  c r e a t i v e l y  and t r i u m p h a l l y  p r e s e n t ,  and ( b) t h e  b e r a t i n g  
o f  Beniam in and Ephra im . T h is  v a lu in g  system  i s  a c h ie v e d  by s u g g e s t ­
ing t h a t  d e v i a t i o n s  o f  s e v e r a l  s o r t s  came from th e  c e n t r a l  h i l l  coun­
t r y  where the Beniamin and Ephraim b o rd e r  a r e a s  m et.  Thence came 
f a l s e  o r a c l e s  prom oting t h e  i d o l a t r y  o f  d e v io u s  s a n c t u a r i e s  ( c h a p s .  
1 7 -1 8 ) ,  m oral and s o c i a l  ch a o s ,  and i n s e c u r i t y  ( c h a p s .  1 9 -2 1 ) .  Cov­
en an t  t h e o c r a t i c  l i f e  was d a n g e ro u s ,  t h r e a t e n e d ,  even n e g a te d  in t h a t  
r e g i o n .
T h is  c o m b in a t io n  o f  I n t e r e s t s  and m o t i f s  h a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  some 
r e le v a n c e  to  th e  r e ig n  o f  J o s i a h  a n d /o r  t h e  e x i l e  ( a n t i - i d o l a t r y , 
p o s i t i v e  view o f  m o n arch y ) .  But i t  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  e le m e n ts  which do 
not seem to  be most r e l e v a n t  to  t h a t  p e r io d  ( s t r o n g  p ro - J u d a h ,  a n t i -  
Beni a m in i te /E p h ra im  i n t e r e s t ,  and f r e s h  remembrance o f  th e  o r i g i n  o f  
D an ite  i d o l a t r o u s  Yahwism e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  a n o r t h e r n  s a n c t u a r y ) .  The 
t o t a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a p p e a rs  to  f i t  b e s t  i n t o  a tim e in  th e  e a r l y  mon­
archy  when th e  D av id ic—Judah  suprem acy  m ight f a l l  anew i n t o  i d o l a t r y  
and d a n g e r s  from s u r ro u n d in g  n a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  th e  newly b u i l t  Solo­
monic tem p le .  Thus, t h i s  s tu d y  s u g g e s t s  an  o r i g i n  and d a t e  f o r  t h e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  J u d g e s  in  th e  e a r l y  m onarchy, n o t  a s  D avis  t h o u g h t ,  a s  a 
monarchy p ropaganda p ie c e  o r i g i n a t i n g  in  t h e  b r i e f  p e r io d  o f  D av id ic  
r u l e  a t  Hebron, b u t  r a t h e r  in  th e  m id d le  o r  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  Solomon.
At t h a t  p o in t  th e  p ro m otion  o f  th e  tem ple  and monarchy had th e  cha­
r ism a  t i c a l l y  d e te rm in e d ,  Y ah w eh -e lec t  D a v id ic  model and prom ise  to 
work w i th  in  r e t r o s p e c t .  T h is  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  would have p ro­
v id e d  impetus f o r  th e  p r o - c h a r i s m a t i c / m o n a r c h i a l  e lem ent in  J u d g e s ,  
as w e ll  a s  i n s i g h t  in to  t h e  a n t i c i p a t i v e  and v a r i e d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
326
pro-monarchy Im pulses o f  th e  Judges E ra .^  I t  was p r e c i s e l y  in  th e  
Solomonic age when th e  problem s o f  i d o l a t r y  and f o r e ig n  t h r e a t  
b ro u g h t  a b o u t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  K in g s ,  by Solom on's f o r e ig n  wives and 
c u l t i c  s p o n s o r s h ip ,  a g a in  began to  loom on th e  h o r i z o n .  In 1 Kgs 
11-12 ,  bo th  th e  Edomite Hadad and Jeroboam a l r e a d y  had E g y p t ian  po­
l i t i c a l  invo lvem en ts  b e f o r e  So lom on 's  d e a t h .  The E g y p t ia n  in v a s io n  
o f  1 Kgs 14:25 i s  r e l a t e d  to  t h e s e  c o n t a c t s .  Judges a d d re s s e s  p e r ­
s i s t e n t  an t i -m o n arch y  e lem en ts  in  th e  I s r a e l - J u d a h  o f  t h i s  e r a ,  as 
w e ll  as  th e  i d o l a t r y / f o r e i g n  h a ra s sm en ts  problem and th e  ten d en c y  
toward s e c u l a r i z e d  e lem en ts  ( t h e  s ta n d in g  army, f o r  example) o f  dy­
n a s t i c  r u l e .  Judges r a t h e r  prom otes Y ah w eh -d e liv e ran ce  th ro u g h  th e  
c h a r i s m a t ic  w a r r i o r .  Tc th e s e  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  th e  whole o f  Ju d g es  is  
r e l e v a n t  in  a l l  o f  i t s  m ajor i n t e r e s t s ,  and in  i t s  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r s  which t h i s  s tu d y  i s o l a t e s  in  th e  J e p h th a h  p e r i c o p a e .
Three o t h e r  e lem en ts  of t h e  e a r l y  monarchy e r a  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  
p e r t i n e n t  to  such a p rovenance o f  J u d g e s .
1. The d i s t i n c t i o n  s u g g e s te d  above between th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  
j u i g e s  (O t 'n n ie i ,  Enua, ana D eborah-B arak) where no m o narch ia l  im­
p u l s e s  a r e  e x p l i c i t ,  and th e  n ex t  t h r e e  (G ideon-A bim elech ,  J e p h th a h ,  
Samson) where they  a r e  ( th o u g h  l e s s  d i r e c t l y  in  Samson), evokes com­
p a r i s o n  of th e  s e r i e s  G ideon-Jeph thah-Sam son  w i th  th e  c o r re s p o n d in g
E a r l y  in  th e  monarchy th e  a n c ie n t  Near E a s t e r n  c o n n e c t io n  
betw een kingdom and tem ple  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  D av id ic  d y n a s ty  
(2 Sam 7 ) .  T here  i s  an a p p r e c i a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  
d i s c u s s e d  w i th  e v a lu a t io n  by E. von Nordheim, "Konig und T em p e l,” VT_ 
27 (1 9 7 7 ) :4 3 4 -4 5 3 .  Whatever k ind  o f  f i x i t y  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  was de­
s ig n ed  to  embody, i t  was im p o s s ib le  t h e r e a f t e r  to  ig n o re  o t h e r  s a n c ­
t u a r i e s  and t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  o r a c t u a l  d e l e t e r i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  on th e  
p e o p le .  Von Nordheim r e j e c t s  s e v e r a l  v iews o f  th e  background o f  th e  
c o n n e c t io n  o f  k ing  and tem p le ,  and f i n a l l y  o p ts  f o r  th e  view t h a t  th e  
tem ple  b u i l d in g  i n t e r e s t  i s  in  s o n s h ip ,  i . e . ,  Solomon, f o r  which he 
a p p e a l s  to  o t h e r  Near E a s t e r n  p a r a l l e l s .
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s e r i e s  Sau l-D avid-So lom on. Some d e t a i l s  in  which J e p h th a h  evokes 
David have a l r e a d y  been no ted  above in  ch ap s .  2 - 6 .  T h is  c h a p te r  has 
n e i t h e r  th e  sp ace  n o r  c o n te x t  f o r  a c r i t i c a l l y  s i f t e d  com parison  be­
tween J e p h th a h  and D av id ,  b u t  t h e  o b v io u s  l i k e n e s s e s  can a t  l e a s t  be  
n o te d :  t h e  D av id ic  E ra  was preceded  by n a t i o n a l  re p e n ta n c e  and a se­
r i e s  o f  t r e a t y  ren ew als  (1 Sam 7 -1 5 ) ;  David and Jep h th ah  s h a r e  ob­
s c u r e  o r i g i n s ,  an o u t law  p e r io d ,  c h a r i s m a t i c  w a r r i o r  r u l e ,  a t r e a t y  
w i th  th e  e l d e r s  as  l e g i t i m a t i n g  s i n g l e - h e a d  r u l e ,  a p e r io d  o f  v i c t o r y  
o v e r  f o r e ig n  fo r c e s — in c lu d in g  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  Ammonites ( I  Sam 10- 
1 2 ) ,  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of G ilead  in t r e a t y  h i s t o r y ,  l a w s u i t ,  and con­
q u e s t  as I s r a e l i t e  and as a m i l i t a r y - e c o n o m ic  s t a g in g  a r e a  governed 
by one head ,*  th e  u se  o f  d ip lom acy  f o r  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t s  w i th  
enem ies— e s p e c i a l l y  th e  S a u l ld e s  (2 Sam 2 -4 )  and Ammonites (2 Sam 
1 0 : 1 - 4 ) ,  and th e  t r a g i c  l o s s  o f  an o n l y / f a v o r i t e  c h i l d .
Gideon evokes Saul in h i s  ex trem e o s c i l l a t i o n s ,  h i s  u n c e r t a in ­
t i e s  abou t  h im s e l f ,  h i s  demands f o r  a s s u r a n c e s ,  th e  re m a rk ab le  v i c t o ­
r i e s  i n  war fo l low ed  by f a l t e r i n g  commitments (G ideon r e f u s e s  king­
s h i p  b u t  l i v e s  as  a k i n g ) ,  and th e  t r a g i c  end o f  h i s  own l i f e  and 
t h a t  o f  h i s  so n .  Samson l i k e w is e  evokes  Solomon in  h i s  f l a i r  fo r  
g r a n d e u r ,  u se  o f  wisdom, m in g lin g  w i th  t h e  enemy, and p a s s io n  f o r  and
dominance by f o r e i g n  women w i th  d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  on a c t u a l  o r po-
2
t e n t i a l  accom plishm en ts .
T h is  l e a d e r - ty p o lo g v  ends a b r u p t l y  w i th  Samson. I f
* 0 t t o s s o n ,  p p .  190-223, n o te s  th e  s t r a t e g i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
G i lead  in  D a v id 's  p lan  o f  d ev e lo p m e n t.
2
L e a d e r - ty p o lo g v  s t u d i e s  s i m i l a r  to  t h i s  have been done by R. 
D. N e lso n ,  " J o s i a h , "  and J .  R. P o r t e r ,  Moses and Monarchy (O xford : 
B a s i l  B la c k w e l l ,  1963), who a rg u es  p e r s u a s i v e l y  t h a t  Moses i s  p re ­
se n te d  as a k in g ly  ty p e .
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i n t e n t i o n a l l y  Solom onic, i t  f a i r l y  r e a u i r e s  a l a t e  Solomonic c o n te x t— 
a t im e  when such a sequence of l e a d e r - t y p e s  began to  show a downgrade 
tu r n  w i th  proposed i d o l a t r o u s  en tan g le m e n ts  and th e  d e b i l i t a t i n g  
s p e c t r e  o f  S y r ia n ,  Edom ite ,  and E g y p t ia n  a g g r e s s io n  (1 Kgs 1 2 -1 4 ) .
2 .  The "Judah f i r s t "  m o t i f ,  combined w i th  th e  s t r o n g  a n t i -  
B e n ja m in i te  and a n t i - E p h r a i m i t e  m o t i f s ,  f i t s  w e ll  w i th  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
d u r in g  and a f t e r  th e  Absalom a f f a i r ,  David ex p e r ie n c e d  two o th e r  
t h r e a t s  to  h i s  t h r o n e  from B e n ja m in i te s — Shim ei and Sheba (2 Sara 
1 6 :5 -1 3 ;  2 0 :1 - 2 2 ) .  These opponen ts  from 3enjam in  ( " h i l l  c o u n try  o f  
E p h ra im ,"  c f .  1 Sam 2 0 :1 ,  21) were S a u l id e s  in  m o t iv a t io n  and sym­
p a th y .  There i s  no ev id en ce  t h a t  t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  was ev e r  r e s o lv e d  
u n t i l  th e  a p p a r e n t ly  fo rced  su b m iss io n  of Benjamin to  th e  house o f  
David no ted  i n  1 Kgs 12:16 —2 1 .  ̂ An a n t i - B e n j a m i n i t e  m o t i f  can be
viewed as  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e ll  i n t o  th e  r e ig n  of Solo­
mon, i f  no t  even th ro u g h  i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  coming from D avid ide  pro­
p h e t i c  c i r c l e s  in  Judah  such as th e  fo l lo w e r s  o f  N a than ,  o r  even from
p r i e s t l y  c i r c l e s  a t t a c h e d  to  th e  c o u r t  of David and Solomon, or a mix
2
o f  th e  two.
3 .  T. M e t t in g e r  shows how e s s e n t i a l  an e l d e r s '  a ssem bly  and 
co v en an t  were f o r  th e  c i v i l  l e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  th e  k in g  u n t i l  th e  d e a th  
o f  D av id .  A f te r  t h a t ,  n e i t h e r  A donijah  o r  Solomon i s  s a id  to  have 
h e ld  su ch  an assem b ly .  A c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h i s  problem would have
^ O tto s so n ,  pp . 190-223.
2
D. G r e e n w o o d ,  "The O r ig in s  o f  th e  D eu teronom ic L i t e r a t u r e , "  
pp . 197-199 . Greenwood s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  Deuteronomism o f  th e  R x i l e .  
t o o ,  was a mix o f  v a ry in g  so d a l - r e l i g i o u s  m o t i f s ,  i n c lu d in g  proph­
e t s ,  so p h e r im . and p r i e s t s .  Deuteronomism as an amalgam o f  v a ry in g  
e le m e n ts  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im es i s  an a t t r a c t i v e  s u g g e s t i o n .
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m o tiv a te d  th e  use  o f  o ld  t r a d i t i o n s  c o n ta in in g  examples as a w arning 
ab o u t  i t s  o m is s io n .  I t s  u se  by David showed i t s  norm alcy and func­
t i o n a l i t y  f o r  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  and s u c c e s s ,  and as p a r t  o f  th e  p a t t e r n  
o f  j u s t  g o vernm en t.  Solom on's  r e ig n  w i th  i t s  i n c r e a s e d  d e s t a b i l i z a ­
t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from t a x a t i o n ,  s l a v e  l a b o r ,  i d o l a t r y ,  f o r e i g n  en tan ­
g le m e n ts ,  and growing gap between k ing  and p e o p le ,  would have fo rc e ­
f u l l y  b ro u g h t  to  th e  fo reg ro u n d  the  l a c k  o f  l e g i t i m a t i o n  by e l d e r s '  
t r e a t y . *  J e p h t h a h ' s  e l d e r s '  t r e a t y  would have been p e r t i n e n t  in  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n .
J u d g e s ,  t h e - e f o f o m a y  he j u s t l y  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  m id d le  or 
l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  t h e  r e ig n  of Solomon. I t  was com piled to  promote th e  
monarchy by showing t h a t  th e  Judges  Era a l r e a d y  a n t i c i p a t e d  some 
forms o f  c e n t r a l i z i n g  r u l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  p e rso n  o f  J ep h th ah
2
o v e r  th e  c e n t r a l  D av id ic  m i l i t a r y - e c o n o m ic  s t a g in g  a re a  o f  G i l e a d .
I t  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  th e  D av id ic -S o lom onic  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t ro u b leso m e  
Benjam in and th e  c e n t r a l  " h i l l  c o u n try  o f  Ephraim" th ro u g h  most o f  
t h i s  e r a ,  th e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  th e  new t h r e a t s  to  I s r a e l  a r i s i n g  from 
S o lom on 's  ( renew ed) i d o l a t r y ,  and th e  i n e v i t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  h a r a s s -  
m ents to  th e  J u d a h i t e  s t a t e  r e s u l t i n g  from i t .  In o th e r  w ords ,  th e  
book em braces  th e  monarchy w i th  c a u t i o n ,  i n s i s t s  on c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d ­
e r s h i p ,  and th e re b y  warns a g a i n s t  a renewed i d o l a t r y ,  w eakness ,  and 
f o r e i g n  p r e s s u r e s .
* M e t t in g e r ,  King and M e s s ia h , p p .  107-150.
2
O t to s s o n ,  pp . 200-214; D a v id 's  t h r e e  m ajor s u p p o r t  r e g io n s  
ap p e a r  to  have been J u d a h ,  G ilead  (b o th  n o r th  and so u th  o f  th e  
J a b b o k ) , and G a l i l e e ,  i . e . ,  th e  n o r th e r n  t r i b e s  on which c f . 
N a p h t a l i ' s  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  D av id ,  1 Chr 12 :40 ; 2 Chr 16:4;
I s a  9 : 1 - 5 .  A f u l l  s tu d y  of D a v id 's  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  n o r th  i s  
n ee d ed ,  how ever.
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The Form ation  of Judges
Drawing t o g e t h e r ,  now, t h e s e  s e v e r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s — a SoLo— 
monic Era o r i g i n ,  an e a r l y  form o f  Deuteronomism, and a p o s s ib le  l a ­
t e r  D eu te ro n o m y - in sp ired  component (2 :1 1 —19)— an a t tem p t  i s  made to 
i d e n t i f y  th e  c o m p o s i t io n a l  p ro c e s s  o f  J u d g e s .  T h is  e f f o r t  i s  skewed, 
how ever,  to  i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  un ique p lacem ent o f  J ep h th ah  in  th e  pro­
c e s s ,  based on where th e  ev id en ce  seems to  p o i n t .  I t  becomes c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many re sem b len ces  in  what fo l low s  to  the  s i m i l a r  e f ­
f o r t s  of R i c h t e r ,  B o l in g ,  and M ayes.1
1. The e a r l i e s t  form of Ju d g es  was u n d o u b ted ly ,  as most 
s c h o l a r s  t h i n k ,  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  in d ep en d e n t  d e l i v e r e r  t a l e s ,  perhaps  
f a s h io n e d  o r i g i n a l l y  as f o lk  b a l l a d s  c e l e b r a t i n g  th e  h e r o ic  su c c e s se s  
o f  I s r a e l ' s  S e t t le m e n t  Era w a r r io r s  in  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  fo r e ig n  
p r e s s u r e s .  Such b a l l a d s  were p o e t i c a l  o r  q u a s i - p o e t i c a l  in  form as 
i s  su g g e s te d  by s e v e r a l  s t r a n d s  o f  e v id e n c e ,  some o f  i t  no ted  in  th e  
r h e t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  fo re g o in g  c h a p t e r s .  These songs came from 
th e  t w e l f t h  to  t e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  and were e a r l y  grouped i n t o  c l u s t e r s  
around th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s .
2 . In  che Solomonic Era t h e s e  songs were f u r t h e r  o rg an ized  
i n t o  two b a s i c  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  were p r o s a is e d  in v a ry in g  d e g r e e s ,  and 
reworked w ith  e a r l y  D e u te ro n o m ic - l ik e  e d i t o r i a l  m o d i f i c a t io n s  around 
t h e i r  m a rg in s ,  and w i th  o th e r  a d d i t i o n s  by th e  e d i t o r s  r e f l e c t i n g  th e  
framework th e o lo g y .  T h is  p ro c e s s  may have been ap p ro x im a te ly  as f o l ­
lo w s .  ( a )  T h e r e  w ere ,  a t  an e a r l y  t im e ,  cwo c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  d e l i v e r e r  
s t o r i e s ,  th e  f i r s t  perh ap s  in c lu d in g  a t  l e a s t  Ehud, Deborah, and
^ a y e s ,  S to rv  o f  I s r a e l , pp .  72-80; idem, J u d g e s . pp . 32-34 .
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G id e o n ,1 th e  second in c lu d in g  a t  L e a s t  J e p h th a h ,  Samson, E l i ,  and 
Samuel; th e  l a t t e r  g roup  r e f l e c t e d  c o n f l i c t s  w i th  two p e r s i s t e n t  
enemies— Ammonites and P h i l i s t i n e s .  ( b) To th e  m arg ins  o f  th e  f i r s t  
c o l l e c t i o n ” were added th e  "framework" p o r t i o n s  l e n g t h - o f - o p p r e s -  
s i o n  n o t e s ,  "do e v i l / s e l l ” and " c ry  o u t / s a v e "  fo rm u lae ,  and c lo s in g  
fo rm ulae  on t h e  l e n g t h  o f  th e  p e r io d  o f  p ea ce .  To th e  second group 
was added a c o n c lu d in g  l e n g t h - o f - j u d g e s h i p  fo r m u la .  These l a t t e r  
fo rm ulae  a re  s t i l l  p re s e rv e d  in  a few p la c e s  in  Judg 10-16 and 1 Sam 
1-12. ( c) S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  2 :6 -1 0 ,  2 :2 0 - 3 : 6 ,  and 3 :7 -1 1  were 
added as  a g e n e r a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and example to  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  and to  
make a j o i n  w i th  th e  l a s t  p a rag ra p h  o f  Jo sh u a  ( i n  w h a tev er  s t a g e  o f  
co m p o s i t io n  Jo sh u a  e x i s t e d  a t  th e  t im e ;  o r  a l t e r n a t e l y .  th e  com pilers  
o f  Joshua  used th e  f i r s t  pa rag rap h  o f  Judges  to  make th e  j o i n ) .  The 
m o t i f s  o f J o s h u a 's  l e a d e r s h i p  ( 2 :6 - 1 0 ,  21) and t h e  rem a in in g  n a t io n s
formed an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  th e  c o l l e c t i o n .  T h is  m a t e r i a l  a l r e a d y  con­
t a in e d  a c o v e n a n t -b re a c h  m o t i f  ( 2 : 2 0 ) .  (d )  About th e  same time o r
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  th e  c o v e n a n t - l a w s u i t  p ie c e s  o f  6 :7 -1 0  and 10:6-16 
(1 1 -1 4 ? )  were added to  expand th e  th a n e s  a l r e a d y  in t ro d u c e d  in  the  
accum ulated  framework and i n t r o d u c t i o n  p a s s a g e s .^  The second of 
t h e s e  (1 0 :6 -1 6 )  was a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  formed by ta k in g  some m a te r ia l  
from th e  opening  l i n e s  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  R ise  o f  Je p h th a h  s t o r y  (1 0 :8 -9  
a t  l e a s t )  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  i n t r o d u c in g  th e  Ammonite war and the 
Je p h th a h  s e r i e s  as a w h o le ,  a s  w e l l  as th e  w hole second group o f
*Idem, S to r y  o f  I s r a e l , p .  73, fo l lo w in g  th e  f lo w  o f  s c h o la r ­
s h ip  d e te rm in e d  by R i c h t e r .
2I b i d .
^ G e n e ra l ly  t h i s  scheme i s  s t i l l  s i m i l a r  to  Mayes' s u g g e s t io n s
(S to r y  o f  I s r a e l , pp . 7 3 -7 4 ) ,  b u t  d i f f e r s  in  a few d e t a i l s .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
332
judge  s t o r i e s  e x te n d in g  th ro u g h  Samuel ( t h e  man) and focused  on th e  
Ammonite and P h i l i s t i n e  o p p r e s s io n s .  T h is  e f f e c t i v e l y  made the  two 
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  d e l i v e r e r  s t o r i e s  i n t o  a c o n t in u o u s  tw o -p a r t  work, 
w i th  Je p h th a h  now f u n c t io n in g  as th e  c e n te r  and marking a new s e c t i o n  
in  th e  c o l l e c t i o n .  We do n o t  have t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  however, in  a n y th in g  
b u t  an e d i t e d  l a t e r  form, as  su g g es ted  in  th e  n e x t  p o in t  b e lo w .* At 
t h i s  s t a g e ,  a few i m i t a t i o n s  and echoes o f  th e  f i r s t  c o l l e c t i o n ' s  
e d i t o r i a l  framework fo rm ulae  were in c lu d ed  f o r  c o n t i n u i t y  ( e . g .
11 :29 , 32; 1 3 :1 ) .
3j In the  n ex t  m ajo r  s t e p ,  a l s o  in  th e  Solomonic E ra ,  the 
E li-S am uel s t o r i e s  were removed from th e  c o l l e c t i o n .  For them was 
s u b s t i t u t e d  th e  i d o l a t r y - o r a c l e  m a te r i a l  o f c h a p s .  17-18 to  c o r re ­
spond w ith  c h a p s .  4 -5  th ro u g h  a netw ork  o f  r e l a t e d  themes and p a r a l ­
l e l s  in c lu d in g  th e  t r i b a l  v a lu e  a s s e s s m e n ts ,  th e  i n f l u e n t i a l  "mother" 
m o t i f ,  a n e g a t iv e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  i n d i v id u a l  r u r a l  L e v i t e s  moving from
T h is  a n a l y s i s  d i f f e r s  from B o l in g ' s  in t h a t  w h i le  he did 
a s s ig n  th e  "framework" p o r t i o n s  to a p re -D eu te ro n o m ic  ( p r e - J o s i a n i c )  
tim e ( e i g h t h  c e n t u r y ) ,  he a l s o  p laced  th e  l a w s u i t  p ie c e s  in  th e  J o -  
s i a n i c  Era Deuteronomic e d i t o r i a l  s t a g e .  Some e m p i r i c a l  re a so n s  fo r  
t h e  view e x p re s sed  above a r e :  ( 1 )  th e  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  l a w s u i t  pe r  se  on 
which th e  p r o p h e t i c  l a w s u i t  i s  modeled p r e d a t e s  any ap p e a ra n ce  o f  i t  
i n  I s r a e l i t e  l i t e r a t u r e  from e i t h e r  th e  S e t t l e m e n t  o r  E a r ly  Monarchy 
E ras ;  (2) Wright th o u g h t  i t s  p ro p h e t i c  u se  began in  th e  n in t h  c e n tu r y  
( " L a w s u i t , "  pp. 6 4 -6 5 ) ,  bu t th e  n o te ,  a p p a r e n t l y  by B o l in g ,  on law­
s u i t  ro r  t r e a t y - b r e a c h  in  th e  W rig h t-D u lin g  volume on Jo sh u a  in  AB 
(J o s h u a ,  The Anchor B ib le  [Garden C i ty :  D oubleday, 1982], p .  43, n .  
6 7 ) ,  f r a n k ly  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  in  I s r a e l  t h e  " co v en a n t  l a w s u i t  could 
have b een ,  and p ro b a b ly  was in  e x i s t e n c e  in  t h e o l o g i c a l  co n c e p t io n  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  t r i b a l  l e a g u e  as w e ll  as  l a t e r " ;  (3 )  K. 
Koch d i s c o v e r s  in  N a th a n 's  rebuke to  David (1 Sam 11) th e  e a r l i e s t  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  p a t t e r n  o f  N ab i-sp eech es  and n o te s  
t h a t  t h i s  one and th o se  fo l lo w in g  a r e  based " s o l e l y  on i t s  ( I s r a e l ' s )  
i n d i s s o l u b l e  bond (my i t a l i c s )  w ith  Yahweh (P r o p h e t s . p .  2 2 ) ;
(4 )  B e y e r l in  has shown ( "G attung  und H e rk u n f t" )  t h a t  th e s e  p a s s a g e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  6 :7 -1 0  and 10:11-14  a t  l e a s t ,  c o n t a in  th e  same o r i e n t a ­
t i o n  as th e  "framework" p a s sa g e s ;  t h i s  i s  good re a s o n  to  keep them 
t o g e t h e r .
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Judah to  th e  N o rth ,  an e q u a l l y  n e g a t iv e  a s se ssm e n t  o f  i d o l a t r y  
im p u ls e s ,  and s e c u r i t y  p ro b lem s.
4 .  Very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n s ,  o t h e r s  fo l low ed  which 
f i l l e d  o u t  th e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  th e  book as  we now have i t .  ( a )  Chaps.
1 2 :5  and 19-21 w ere  added to  co n n ec t  w ith  2 :6 -1 0 ,  2 :2 0 -3 :1 2  and to 
c o n t in u e  deve lopm ent o f  th e  t r i b a l  r a t i n g  scheme a l r e a d y  i m p l i c i t  in  
chaps 4 -5 ,  17-18. T h is  e d i t o r  e n la rg ed  th e  r a t i n g  system by making 
Judah th e  fo rem ost  t r i b e  and by u n d e r s c o r in g  t h e  d u b io u s n e s s  of Ben­
jam in ,  a s  w e l l  as th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t s  v e ry  s u r v i v a l  was due to  th e  re ­
s p o n s ib le  a c t i o n  o f  o t h e r  t r i b e s  under J u d a h 's  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t  i s  
p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  Ehud m a t e r i a l  was p laced  in  i t s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  a t  
t h i s  tim e to  keep th e  Judah  (O th n ie l ) - B e n ja m in  (Ehud) r a t i n g  scheme 
I n t e g r a t e d .  ( b) The m inor ju d g e  p i e c e s ,  which p ro b a b ly  e x i s t e d  f o r  
some time s e p a r a t e l y ,  were now added (1 0 :1 -5 ;  1 2 :7 -1 2 )  to  em phasize 
th e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  J e p h th a h ,  and to  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  to  Gideon as h i s  
immediate f o r e r u n n e r  and Samson a3 h i s  immediate s u c c e s s o r .  The p u r­
pose of t h i s  a d d i t i o n  was to  h i g h l i g h t  th e  s e r i e s  G id e o n -J e p h th a h -  
Samson i n  o r d e r  to  s u g g e s t  i t s  ty p o lo g y  w i th  th e  s e r i e s  S a u l -D a v id -  
Solomon, and in  th e  p ro c e s s  em phasize J e p h th a h  as th e  s t r o n g e s t  
D av id ic  ty p e  d u r in g  th e  Judges  E ra .  I t  can a t  l e a s t  be su g g e s te d  
t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o in t  th e  Samson and Gideon m a t e r i a l  was made to  show 
c e r t a i n  s e q u e n t i a l  re se m b la n c e s  and p a r a l l e l s .
I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  t h a t  w h a tev e r  d e t a i l s  were added by 
v a r io u s  e d i t o r s  in  t h i s  Solomonic Era e d i t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  th ey  were 
c l e a r l y  u n i t e d  in  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  to  S olom on 's  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  i d o l ­
a t r y  and t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  would b r in g  on a new wave o f  f o r e i g n  
p r e s s u r e s  and land  l o s s e s .  They w ere , however, committed to th e
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J u d a h i t e  monarchy as such and to  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  under  i t ,  
w h i le  a t  th e  same tim e r e c o g n iz in g  th e  problem s o f  d i s r u p t i o n  r e s i ­
d e n t  in  B enjam in, Ephraim , and Dan.
5 .  The l a s t  m ajor a d d i t i o n  a s i d e  from p ro b a b le  g l o s s e s  ( s u c h  
as 1 8 :3 0 )— p o s s i b l y ,  bu t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  as l a t e  as th e  s i x t h  cen­
t u r y —was 2 :1 1 -1 9 .  This  p o r t i o n  c o n ta in s  some la n g u a g e  l i k e  th e  form 
of Deuteronomism found in  th e  s p e e c h e s  of K ings ,  and in  J e r e m ia h .  By 
t h i s  t im e a q u i t e  new h i s t o r i c a l  h o r iz o n  had been reached  which was 
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  th e  Solomonic Era in  which th e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
hook o r i g i n a t e d ,  though n o t  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s in c e  th e  problem s 
under deve lopm ent in  th e  Solomonic Era to  which Judges  i s  ad d re s se d  
a r e  s i m i l a r  to  th e  problem s which b ro u g h t  th e  Ju d ean  kingdom down and 
i n to  e x i l e .  T h is  expanded i n t r o d u c t i o n  (2 :1 1 - 1 9 )  a g a in  t r a c e s  ju d g ­
ment to  th e  b roken  co v en an t  and , g a t h e r i n g  up some c o n c e p ts  and la n ­
guage o f  th e  p re v io u s  framework and i n t r o d u c t i o n  p o r t i o n s ,  c o n c lu d e s  
t h a t  I s r a e l  b rough t  abou t i t s  own d e s t r u c t i o n  by p e r s i s t e n t -  d i s o b e d i ­
en c e .
Thus, i n  summary, i t  i s  proposed  t h a t  th e  s u b s t a n t i a l  J u d g e s  
w ith  Je p h th a h  a t  th e  c e n t e r  emerged in  t h r e e  m ajor s t e p s ;  f i r s t  as  a 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d e l i v e r e r - s t o r i e s ;  th e n  as a Solomonic Era en la rg em en t  
in  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  in  r a p id  s u c c e s s i o n ,  prom oting  th e  Da” i d i c - J u d a h i t e  
c h a r i s m a t i c  monarchy w h i le  w arning about co v en an t  u n f a i t h f u l n e s s  and 
i t s  p o l i t i c a l  co n seq u en ces ;  f i n a l l y ,  pe rh ap s  many y e a r s  l a t e r ,  2 :11— 
19 was added as a k ind  of e p i t a p h  o v e r  th e  f a l l e n  I s r a e l  o r  J u d a h ,  
though w i th  a d e f i n i t e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  r e s t o r a t i o n  by r e p e n ta n c e — an 
im p o r ta n t  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  D e u t e r o n i r a i s t ( s ) .
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J e p h th a h  and Ju d g es  In  che S t r u c t u r e  
o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y
How do th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  and t h e i r  l a r g e r  Ju d g es  c o u n te r ­
p a r t s  f u n c t i o n  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m ls t ic  Era when, a t  th e  end o f  th e  
h i s t o r y  o f  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l ,  th e  whole D e u te ro n o m ls t ic  h i s t o r i c a l  work 
was assem bled?  This problem  i s  c r e a t e d  by th e  r e a l i t y  o f  a second 
h i s t o r i c a l  h o r iz o n  o f  J u d g e s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  end o f  th e  I s r a e l i t e  monar­
chy . I t  i s  c l e a r  enough t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  immediate h i s t o r i c a l  s i t ­
u a t i o n  i s  d i f f e r e n t  ( s m a l l e r  n a t i o n - s t a t e s  o f  th e  E a r ly  I r o n  age have 
g iv e n  way to  th e  "world" em p ire s— A s s y r ia  e a r l i e r ,  th en  B ab y lo n ) ,  t h e  
t h e s i s  o f  th e  D eu te ro n o m is t  i s  t h a t  th e  same t r e a t y  d i s l o y a l t y  o f  th e  
Judges  Era i s  a l s o  th e  r e a s o n  fo r  J u d a h ' s  d em ise .  J u d g e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t a k e s  on new r e le v a n c e  in  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .
S tu d i e s  in  che S t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t i c  H i s to r y
In t h e  U b e r l i e f e r u n g s g e s c h l i c h t l i c h e  S tu d le n  o f  1943, when he 
e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  t h e s i s  o f  a s i n g u l a r  e d i t o r  in  th e  E x i l i c  E ra ,  Noth 
a l s o  proposed  t h a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  was c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  
s t r u c t u r e d .  He took as h i s  p o in t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  th e  4 80 y e a r s  o f  I Kgs 
6 : 1 - 2 .  which he u n d e rs to o d  a s  th e  D t u t s r o n o m i s t ' s  summary o f  =11 th e  
y e a r s  from the  Exodus to  th e  f o u r th  y e a r  o f  Solomon.* The D eute rono­
m i s t ,  s e e in g  in  t h e  b u i l d in g  o f  th e  tem ple  an ev e n t  o f  g r e a t  im por- 
t a n c e ,  added to  t h i s  c l im a x in g  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  n o t i c e  o f  480 t o t a l
y e a r s ,  th e  sp eech  and p r a y e r  of Solomon in  1 Kgs 8. T hus ,  t h e  tem ple
2
w as, f o r  the  D e u te ro n o m is t ,  a " m i le s to n e  in  h i s t o r y . "  To t h i s
*Moth, D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y , p . 18.
2I b i d . ,  p .  19.
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temple scheme, th e  h i s t o r i a n  a l s o  added a l a r g e r  s e r i e s  o f  s p e e c h e s ,
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p la c e d  in  th e  n a r r a t i v e  movement, to  " i n t e r p r e t  the
c o u r s e  o f  ev e n ts"  and e n a b le  h i s  e x i l i c  r e a d e r s  to  draw " th e  r e l e v a n t
p r a c t i c a l  c o n c lu s io n  abou t  what p eo p le  sh o u ld  do ."*  The c h i e f  o f
2
th e s e  a r e  Josh  1, J o s h  23 , I Sam 12, 1 Kgs 8 ,  and 2 Kgs I 7 . “
The 480 y e a r s  from th e  Exodus to  Solom on 's  f o u r th  y ea r  was
a r r i v e d  a t ,  a c co rd in g  to  Noth, by t o t a l i n g  c e r t a i n  f i g u r e s  which 
ap p ea r  in  Jo s h u a ,  J u d g e s ,  and Samuel as  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  time s p a n s ,  
m o s t ly  in  f o r t y - y e a r  seg m en ts .  In  o r d e r ,  how ever,  to  do t h i s ,  Noth 
a t t r i b u t e d  to the D eu te ro n o m is t  a '-cm p ress io n  o f  th e  f o r t y - y e a r  f i g ­
u re s  and ac cep tan c e  o f  a tw o -y e a r  r e ig n  fo r  Saul— ac co rd in g  to  t h e  
(a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c o r r u p t )  t e x t  o f  I Sam 1 3 :1 .^
H. Van Zyl a d d re s s e d  th e s e  w eaknesses  in  h i s  1971 p ap e r  on th e
c h r o n o lo g ic a l  a r rangem en t o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y .  He p o in t s  
o u t  t h a t  Noth d id  n o t  tak e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  
p lace d  fo rm u la ,  "And i t  came to  pass  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  . . found 
in  Josh  1 :1 ,  Judg  1 :1 ,  2 Sam 1 :1 ,  and in  s l i g h t l y  m o d if ied  form,
2 Kgs 1 :1 ,  and o n ly  e l s e w h e re  in  Gen 2 5 : l l a  where i t  co n c lu d e s  th e  
s t o r i e s  o f  Abraham.
We may t h e r e f o r e  c a l l  i t  a Deuteronom ic i n t r o d u c t o r y  fo rm ula  be­
lo n g in g  to  th e  g roup  o f  i n t r o d u c t o r y  fo rm u lae  d e s c r ib e d  by Van 
Seims £n a n o th e r  c o n n e c t io n  as ’ i n t r o d u c t o r y  words i n d i c a t i n g  a 
d a te  . ,-+
11 b i d . ,  o .  5 .  2I b i d .
^H. van Z y l ,  "The C h r o n o lo g ic a l  Scheme o f  th e  D euteronom ic
H i s t o r y , "  in  The P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  F i f t h  World C ongress  o f  J e w is h  
S t u d i e s ,  v o l .  I ,  p .  24.
4H. van Z y l ,  ’ C h ro n o lo g ic a l  D euteronom ic H i s t o r y , ’ p . 15; h i s  
c i t a t i o n  i s  from Van Seim s, "How Do th e  Books o f  th e  B ib le  Commence?" 
in  B i b l i c a l  E ssay s  (P o tc h e f s t ro o m :  Pro R e g e - r e r s ,  1966), pp .  133-135.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
337
Van Z y l ,  w h i le  no t w ish in g  to  d i s c o u n t  M oth 's  o b s e r v a t io n s
abou t th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  t h e  numbering sys tem  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic
H i s t o r y ,  n o n e th e l e s s  t h in k s  t h a t  th e s e  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p laced  d e a th -
seq u en ce  m arkers  a r e  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t 's  way o f  d i v i d i n g  h i s  h i s t o r y
i n t o  i t s  s e g m e n t s .1 Using th e  p lacem en t o f  t h i s  p e r io d i z in g  h ea d in g ,
Van Zyl n o te s  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i t  y i e l d s  marks o f f  four p e r io d s :
a f t e r  Moses, a f t e r  J o s h u a ,  a f t e r  S a u l ,  and a f t e r  Ahab. There i s  no
m ajor d i v i s i o n  in te n d e d  a f t e r  S am u e l 's  a d d re s s  in  I Sam 12.
The g r e a t  d i v i s i o n  between th e  p re -m o n a rc h ia l  and m o n arch ia l  
forms o f  government o c c u rs  j u s t  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  of S au l .  Saul 
was a k ip £ .  h u t  more th e  l a s t  o f th e  ju d g e s ,  i . e . ,  th e  end of th e  
c h a r i s m a t ic  e r a  aijd who was ' s c a r c e l y  . . . t h e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  
a c t u a l  m o n arch y . ' "
R e c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  d e a th  
form ula  y i e l d s  a ba lan ced  f o u r - p a r t  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to r y ,  a cco rd ­
ing  to  Van Z y l .  The d e a th  o f  Saul i s  i t s  c e n t e r  (1 Sam 31, 2 Sam I ) .  
The f i r s t  p o r t i o n  i s  devo ted  to  t h e  co n q u e s t  o f  th e  lan d  under  c h a r ­
i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  ( J o s h u a ) , th e  second p o r t i o n  to  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  
th e  la n d  under c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s h i p  (Ju d g es-1  Sam uel) ,  t h e  t h i r d  
p o r t i o n  to  p o s s e s s io n  of th e  lan d  under m o n arch ia l  government (2 Sam­
u e l ,  1 K in g s ) ,  th e  fo u r th  p o r t i o n  to  l o s s  o f  th e  lan d  under  m onarchi­
a l  government (2 K in g s ) .  David i s  th e  c e n te r  of t h i s  s0," i e s . 3 What 
i s  a n t e c e d e n t  to  David i s  p r e p a r a to r y  and a n t i c i p a t i v e ; what fo l lo w s  
i s  to  be measured by him .
In  th e  m eantim e, D. J .  McCarthy had p u b l ish ed  a n o th e r  s tu d y  o f
1lb  id . ,  p .  15.
2
I b i d . ,  p .  16, c i t i n g  T. H. R o b inson ,  "The H is to ry  o f  I s r a e l "  
in  IB (1 9 5 4 ) ,  1 :2 2 9 .
3I b i d  . ,  p p .  23-24 .
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che s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r y . ^  He r a t h e r  devo ted  a t t e n ­
t i o n  to  t h e  s p e e c h e s ,  and su g g es ted  t h a t  th e  D av id ic  covenan t speech 
o f  Nathan in  2 Sam 7 sh o u ld  be in c lu d e d  in  N o th 's  o r i g i n a l  l i s t  o f  
i n s e r t e d  s p e e c h e s ,  s i n c e  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  i n t e r e s t  i s  p r im a r i ly  in 
D avid , and o n ly  s e c o n d a r i l y  i n  Saul who preceded  him and Solomon who 
fo l lo w e d .  2 Sam 7 i s  to  be seen  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  S am u el 's  speech  in  
1 Sara 12 and So lom on 's  i n  1 Kgs 8 ,  t h e  fo rm er w i th  i t s  n e g a t i v e  in ­
t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  kingdom of S a u l ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w i th  i t s  p o s i t i v e  i n ­
t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  te m p le .  The p a s s a g e  i s  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  H i s t o r y .
Van Zyl and McCarthy have made h e l p f u l  s u g g e s t io n s ;  but they  
a r e  n o t  c o m p a t ib le .  The main i n t e r e s t  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y  i s  indeed 
David; b u t  th e  ex a c t  c e n t e r  i s  no t  b o th  t h e  d e a th  of Saul (1 Sam 31) 
and th e  D a v id ic  Covenant (2 Sam 7 ) ,  though  th e y  a r e  q u i t e  p ro x im a te .
One s im p le  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  how ever, would make Van Z y l ' s  and 
M cC ar th y 's  i n s i g h t s  more c o m p a t ib le ,  and would y i e l d  a c lu e  to  th e  
o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  H is to ry  w i th  David as th e  c e n t e r .  I t  i s  
t h i s :  t h e  covenan t speech  o f  2 Sam 7 i s  t h e  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  S a u l ' s
sp ee ch  to  David i n  1 Sam 2 4 . The im p o r tan ce  of t h i 3 c h a p te r  w i th in
2
i t s  own c o n te x t  h as  n o t  gone u n r e c o g n iz e d , but i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to
3
th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  h as  n o t  been  n o t i c e d .
*D. J .  McCarthy, "2 Samuel 7 and th e  S t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  D eu te ro ­
nomic H is to ry , '*  JBL 84 (1965 ) :  131-138.
2
I t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  lo n g  n a r r a t i v e  o f  D a v id 's  l e g i t i m a ­
t i o n  as  k in g  has  been s t u d i e d ,  f o r  exam ple , by A. W eise r ,  "Die 
L e g i t im a t io n  d e s  Kflnigs D av id : Zur E i g e n a r t  und E n ts teh u n g  d e r  
so g en an n ten  G e sc h ic h te  von Davids A u f s t i e g , "  VT_ 16 (1 9 6 6 ) :3 3 7 .
^ J . van S e t e r s ,  " H i s t o r i e s  and H i s t o r i a n s  o f  th e  Near E a s t :
The I s r a e l i t e s , ” O r i e n t a l i a  50 (1 9 8 1 ) :1 5 2 -1 5 6 ,  expands M cC arthy 's  
o b s e r v a t io n s  t o  i n c lu d e  c o n n e c t io n s  o f  2 Sam 7 w i t h  th e  " H i s to r y  o f  
D a v id 's  R i s e ” (1 Sam 16-2 Sam 5— th e  end p o in t  o f  t h i s  " D a v id 's  R ise"  
seq u en ce  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n )  and w i th  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  a r k  s i n c e  th e
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The ex ch an ce  between Sau l and David in  1 Sam 24 b e a rs  a s i m i l a r
s t r u c t u r e  to  th e  co v en an t  m a t e r i a l  o f  2 Sam 7. Both a re  in t ro d u c e d
by a b r i e f  n a r r a t i v e ;  th e n  two s p e e c h e s  o c c u r ,  one by each  p a r t y .  In
I Sam 24, David sp ea k s  f i r s t ,  th en  Sau l w i th  th e  words o f  D a v id 's
" l e g i t i m a t i o n . "  In th e  l a t t e r  p a s s a g e  Nathan speaks  f i r s t  w ith  the
co v en an t  p ro m ise ,  th e n  David in  r e s p o n s iv e  p r a y e r  to  Yahweh. The
theme o f  1 Sam 24 i s  t h a t  i n  s p a r in g  S a u l ' s  l i f e  when he could  have
k i l l e d  him, David i s  more r i g h t e o u s  th a n  h e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  th e  kingdom
w i l l  be h i s .  The p e r ic o p e  ends w i th  th e  c l i m a c t i c  w ords,
I  know t h a t  you s h a l l  s u r e l y  be k i n g ,  and th e  kingdom o f  I s r a e l  
s h a l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  in  your h and . Swear to  me t h e r e f o r e  by th e  
LORD t h a t  you w i l l  no t  c u t  o f f  my d e s c e n d e n t s  a f t e r  me, and t h a t  
you w i l l  no t  d e s t r o y  my name o u t  o f  my f a t h e r ' s  house (RSV).
This p o r t i o n  i s  among th e  most f o r t h r i g h t  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  th e  
"R is e  o f  David" (1 Sam L6-31) ab o u t  t h e  l e g i t im a c y  o f  D a v id 's  k ing­
s h i p .  The co v en an t  o f  2 Sam 7 i s  c e r t a i n l y  an e x p a n s io n  on t h i s  
t e s t im o n y  o f  S a u l .
Thus 2 Sam 7 i s  n o t  th e  c l im ax  o r  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  Van 
Zyl i s  c o r r e c t  in  making th e  d e a th  o f  Saul and D a v id 's  lam ent (I  Sam 
3 1 - 2  Sam 1)  th e  c e n t e r .  But i f  2 Sam 7 i s  seen  as th e  c o u n te r p a r t  
o f  1 Sam 24 then  a b a s i s  e x i s t s  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  whole h i s t o r y  
as  a b a la n c e d  f o u r - p a r t  c o n s t r u c t ,  f o l l o w in g  Van Z y l ' s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l - s t r u c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  d e a th  fo rm u la :  " i t  
came to  p a ss  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  . . ."
The m a t e r i a l  o f  1 Sam 25-31 h as  many th e m a t ic  and d ra m a t is  
p e r s o n a e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e s  w i th  i t s  m a tch in g  m a t e r i a l  in  2 Sac 2 -6 .
Then come t h e  lo n g e r  h i s t o r i c a l  b lo c k s  c o n t a i n i n g  o t h e r  a n te c e d e n t
D a v id ic  co v en an t  prom ise  c o r r e l a t e s  k in g  and tem p le .  T h is  o b se rv a ­
t i o n ,  to o ,  i s  making f o r  t h e  r i g h t  c o n c lu s i o n .
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(I  Sam L6-23) and co n seq u en t  (2 Sam 9-20 )  t h r e a t s  to  David. This 
a n a l y s i s  i s  e x h i b i t e d  in  F ig .  7.
I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  R ecent Study
I t  i s  now p o s s i b l e  to  see  how Jo sh u a  and Judges  c o r re sp o n d  to  
t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  on th e  o t h e r  end of th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y :  
Jo sh u a  ro u g h ly  co r re sp o n d s  to  th e  e r a  o f  J e h u - H e z e k ia h - J o s ia h .^  The 
Ju d g es  s e r i e s  in  t u r n  co r re sp o n d s  to  th e  g r e a t  E l i j a h - E i i s h a  c y c le  
which s p a n s  a l a r g e  b lo ck  o f  m a t e r i a l  from 1 Kgs 17-2 Kgs 8 :1 5 .  J u s t  
a s  t h e  D eu te ro n o m is t  f e a tu r e d  a sequence  o f  i c o n o c l a s t i c  k in g s  to  
co r re sp o n d  w ith  Jo s h u a ,  so he saw betw een Jo sh u a  and Saul a s e r i e s  o f  
d e l i v e r e r s  c o r re sp o n d in g  to  a sequence  o f  p ro p h e ts  between Solomon 
and J e h u .  The same c h a r i s m a t ic  S p i r i t  o f Yahweh which empowered th e  
d e l i v e r e r s  a l s o  empowered the  p ro p h e ts  to  c a l l  th e  k in g s  to  fo r sa k e  
t h e i r  i d o l s ,  and to  j u s t  as  h e r o i c a l l y  c h a l l e n g e  t h e i r  i n t r a c t a b i l ­
i t y .  But a s  i s  so o f t e n  t r u e  in  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  e x p a n s e s ,  th e  
se q u e l  i s  th e  r e v e r s e  o f  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t .  The d e l i v e r e r s  a r e  s u c ­
c e s s f u l  w i th  c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  bu t th e  p ro p h e ts  a r e  n o t  suc­
c e s s f u l ,  though a l s o  w ith  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  I t  may be t h a t  as  th e  Deu­
te r o n o m is t  moved away from the c e n t e r ,  h i s  system  o f  c o r re s p o n d e n c e s  
became l e s s  p r e c i s e ;  b u t  more s tu d y  i s  needed to  d e te rm in e  to  what 
e x t e n t  t h i s  may be t r u e .
In  what r e l a t i o n  to  t h i s  whole h i s t o r i c a l  s e r i e s  has J e p h th a h  
f i n a l l y  been p u t  by th e  D eu te ronom ist?  (1 )  The s h a rp  p r o f i l e  o f  th e  
o r i g i n a l l y  c e n te r e d  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  has been somewhat b lu r r e d  
b ecau se  o f  th e  s h e e r  q u a n t i t y  o f  s t o r y  m a t e r i a l  w i th  which i t  i s  now
*R. D. N e lso n ,  " J o s i a h . "





A b ig a i l A b ig a i l
P h i l i s t i n e s P h i l i t i n e s
Abner Abner
Hebron Hebron
(1 Sam 25-31 ) (2 Sam 2 -6 )
D avld-Sau l N athan-David
Speeches Speeches
(1 Sam 24) (2 Sam 7)
D a v id ' s  R ise :  T h re a ts D a v id 's  S u c c e s s io n :  T h re a ts
by S au l ,  A ch ish ,  G o l ia th by Absalom, Shim ei,  Sheba
(1 Sam 16-23) (2 Sam 8 -2 0 )
F ig .  7 .  Links o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry  a c ro s s  i t s  c e n t e r .
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su rro u n d e d  and s u p e rced e d .  The D av id ic  fo cu s  o f  t h e  com pleted  h i s ­
t o r y  subsum es a l l  e l s e  under  i t .  N o n e th e le s s ,  t h e  a n t i c i p a t i v e  and 
t y p o l o g i c a l  f l a s h e s  o f  th e  J e p h th ah  p e r ic o p a e  a r e  n o t  l o s t ;  th e y  
r a t h e r  have now reach ed  t h e i r  f u l f i l l m e n t — t h e i r  u l t im a t e  meaning In 
D av id .  (2 )  Je p h th a h  can now be seen  a lo n g  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  ju d g e s  a s  
one o f  s e v e r a l  b e a r e r s  o f  th e  S p i r i t  o f  Yahweh i n  th e  tim e o f  o r i ­
g i n s .  In  t h i s  he a n t i c i p a t e d  th e  p r o p h e t i c  b e a r e r s  o f  th e  same S p i r ­
i t  o f  Yahweh ( E l i j a h  and E l i s h a )  as th e  end a p p ro ach e d .  The combina­
t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f  c h a r ism a  as  Yahweh's power f o r  t h e  
D e u te ro n o m is t s .  A ll  t o g e t h e r  a r e  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  c h a r i s m a t ic  de­
l i v e r e r s  o f  I s r a e l  from i d o l a t r y  o r  i t s  c u r s e -c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  s o c i a l  
ch a o s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e ,  and f o r e i g n  d o m in a t io n .  T h is  m o t i f ,  even 
though i t  e x i s t s  in  th e  H i s to r y  in  v a r i a n t  forms ( f i r s t  d e l i v e r e r s ,  
th e n  p r o p h e t s ) ,  b e a rs  a s i g n i f i c a n t  meaning f o r  th e  E x i l i c  E ra :  i t  
im p lie s  punishm ent and r e s t o r a t i v e  r e p e n t a n c e .  (3 )  J .  M ejia  has  
p o in te d  out t h a t  th e  aim o f  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  c o n t r a r y  to  
N o th 's  th o u g h t  o f  a dead end , i s  r a t h e r  f u t u r i s t i c  v i a  th e  permanence 
o f  th e  D a v id ic  d y n a s ty  and i t s  m e s s ia n ic  p ro m ise .*  T h is  s u g g e s t io n  
i s  th e  m ost d i r e c t  a n t i t h e s i s  to  N o th 's  f i n a l - j u d g m e n t , n o - ren ew a l  
t h e o r y  o f  th e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  meaning to  have  y e t  been s u g g e s te d .  The 
meaning i s  t h a t  th e  Je p h th a h  s t o r i e s ,  in  t h e i r  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  D av id ,  
may now be re ad  as a p r e lu d e  to  an even l a r g e r  D a v id ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
i . e . ,  t h e  f u tu r i s m  o f  th e  m e s s ia n ic  p ro m ise .  R e s t in g  on th e  p rom ise  
o f  w orld  dom inion to  Abraham, th e  Ju d g es  E ra  e s t a b l i s h e s  a s p e c t s  of 
Yahweh's r u l e  o f  I s r a e l  a s  a s t e p p in g  s to n e  to  th e  D av id ic  t h r o n e ,
* J .  M e j ia ,  "The Aim of t h e  Deuteronom ic H i s t o r i a n :  A
R e a p p r a i s a l , "  in  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  S i x t h  World C o n g ress  o f  J e w is h  
S t u d i e s ,  v o l .  I ,  p p .  293 -2 94 , 296 -298 .
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w hich  in  t u r n  i s  seen  by t h e  p ro p h e ts  as  a f u r t h e r  p l a t e a u  in  th e  
r i s e  of Yahweh's world o r d e r .  E x i l i c  Era I s r a e l  may p la c e  i t s  hope 
in  th e  D a v id ic  p ro m ise ,  bu t  o n ly  i f  i t  r e p e n t s  and tu rn s  w ith  i t s  
whole h e a r t  to  Yahweh.^
The Themes and I n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is t i c  H i s t o r y
One f i n a l  d im ension  of t h e  r e c e n t  s tu d y  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
H i s to r y  r e q u i r e s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i . e . ,  i t s  c e n t r a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  m o t i f s  and 
t h e i r  a p p e a ra n ce  in  Judges  and in  th e  J e p h th a h  p e r i c o p a e .  The s e a rc h  
f o r  th e  g u id in g  t h e o l o g i c a l  m o t i f s  has been d i s c u s s e d  a l r e a d y  in  
c h a p .  1 a s  w e l l  as  i n  the  p re c e d in g  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .  I t  re ­
mains h e re  to  i d e n t i f y  and e v a lu a t e  th e  ac c ru e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  r e c e n t  
s tu d y  and th o u g h t .  The g r id  o f  su g g es ted  themes sh o u ld  make i t  pos­
s i b l e  to  c o r r e l a t e  t h e  f i v e  Je p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  w i th  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  
t h e  h i s t o r i a n  in a com prehensive  way a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  
o f  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  th e  t h e o l o g i c a l  meaning o f  th e  H i s t o r y .
The su g g es ted  com prehensive themes may be b r i e f l y  c a ta lo g e d  as
fo l lo w s :  (1) r e t r i b u t i v e  judgm ent (N oth);  (2)  p r o p h e c y - f u l f i l l m e n t  
2
(von  Rad, 1948): ( 3 )  the c redo  of I s r a e l ' s  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  j o u r n e y ,  and
H. W. W olff ,  "Kerygma o f  th e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r i c a l  Wbrk," 
has  c o r r e c t l y  emphasized t h i s  m o t i f  in  th e  H is to ry ;  c f .  C. G r a e s s e r ' s  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  emphasis in  h i s  com prehens ive  summary, "The 
Message o f  t h e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r i a n , "  C o n co rd ia  T h e o lo g ic a l  Monthly 
39 (1 9 6 8 ) :5 4 2 -5 5 1 .
2
G. von Rad, S tu d ie s  in  Deuteronomy; i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  recog­
n iz e  t h a t  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  o f t e n  tend to  d e r i v e  som eth ing  d e c i s i v e  from 
K ings and th e n  make g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  abou t  th e  whole from heavy depen­
d en c e  on o n ly  t h i s  segment o f  t h e  H i s t o r y .  This  p ro c e d u re  c a n n o t  be 
d i s m is s e d  as  wrong s in c e  th e  most b ro a d ly  r e f l e c t i v e  p a r t  o f  such  an 
e d i t e d  h i s t o r y  m igh t be i t s  f i n a l  segm ent;  one sh o u ld  proceed w ith  
c a u t i o n  abou t  a p p ly in g  such i n s i g h t s  to  th e  whole i n  to o  g e n e r a l i z e d  
a m an n er , h o w ev er .
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l a n d - t a k in g  (Von Rad, 1957); (4) re p e n ta n c e  and r e t u r n  to  Yahweh (Von 
Rad, W o lf f ) ;  (5 )  J e r o b o a m 's  s i n s  and D a v id 's  e l e c t i o n  ( f i r s t  e d i t i o n ) ,  
th e  f i n a l i t y  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  (second  e d i t i o n ;  C ro s s ) ;  (6)  th e  D av id ic  
c o v e n a n t  (M cCarthy);  (7 )  w ra th  (M cCarthy); (8 )  good (Brueggem ann);
(9) " t h a t  y o u / I s r a e l / t h e  n a t i o n s  may know t h a t  I  am Yahweh (W. H. 
W i l l i a m s ) ; 1 (1 0 )  r e s t  (R o th ) ;^  (11) e l e c t i o n  (M a rch ) ;^  (12) th e  k ing  
a s  co v e n an t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  r a t h e r  th an  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  s in c e  t h i s  i s
4
Yahweh's f u n c t i o n  a lo n e  ( G e r b r a n d t ) .
In  a d d i t io n ^  Co t h i s  r i c h  i f  c o n fu s in g  f i e l d  o f  s t u d i e d  rhema- 
t i c s ,  t h e r e  have been s e v e r a l  s c h o la r s  who, u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  su p p o s in g  
w i th  j u s t i c e  t h a t  one s i n g l e  p r im ary  theme i s  u n l i k e l y  to  e x p la in  
e v e ry th in g — a lth o u g h  t h i s  s i m p l i s t i c  i n t e n t  was n o t  t h a t  o f  any o f  
th e  above— have so u g h t  to  d e s c r i b e  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ' s  th e o lo g y  by 
combining s e v e r a l  o f  th e  su g g e s te d  p r im ary  m o t i f s .
One o f  th e  e a r l i e r  o f  th e s e  m u l t i p l e x  a t t e m p ts  was t h a t  o f  C. 
G ra e s s e r  (1 9 6 8 ) ,  who, fo l lo w in g  th e  r e a c t i o n  to  Noth which t h i s  l i n e  
o f  s tu d y  r e p r e s e n t s ,  th o u g h t  o f  fo u r  m ajo r  q u e s t i o n s  w hich e x i l e s  
would have faced  and to  which v a r io u s  themes a r e  r e s p e c t i v e l y
1W. H. W i l l ia m s ,  "A Look W ith in  th e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r y , ” SJT 
25 (1 9 7 2 ) :3 3 7 -3 4 5 .
2
W. R o th ,  D eu te ronom ic  R est Theology: A R e d a c t i o n - C r i t i c a l  
S tu d y ,"  B i b l i c a l  R esea rch  21 ( 1 9 7 6 ) :5 - 1 4 .
3
E . M arch, 'E l e c t e d  to  Remember: R e f l e c t i o n s  on the
Deuteronom ic H i s t o r y , ” A u s t in  Sem inary  B u l l e t i n  93 (1 9 7 7 ) ;5 —13.
4
G. E. G e rb ra n d t ,  "K in g sh ip  A ccording to  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic
H is to r y
h a v e  n o t  c i t e d  th e  t i t l e s  o f  a l l  o f t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  to  
th e  d i s c u s s i o n  s in c e  th e y  have been i d e n t i f i e d  in  ch ap .  1; I  have 
c i t e d  th o se  h e r e ,  w hich  were n o t  m entioned  t h e r e ,  w here th e  d i s c u s ­
s io n  was n o t  in te n d e d  to  be e x h a u s t iv e ,  b u t  s u g g e s t i v e .
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a d d r e s s e d .  (1 )  Did n o t  th e  E x i l e  prove M arduk 's  power s u p e r io r  to  
Yahweh's ( t h e  p r o p h e c y - f u l f i l l m e n t  d im en s io n  a d d r e s s e s  t h i s ) ?  (2 )  I f  
Yahweh was in  c o n t r o l ,  why a r e  h i s  p eo p le  in  e x i l e  o u t  o f  th e  pro­
mised lan d  (b ro k en  c o v e n a n t ,  c u r s e s ) ?  ( 3 )  I f  I s r a e l  i s  g u i l t y ,  i s  
t h e r e  any hope o f  r e i n s t a t i n g  th e  co v en an t  (perm anen t  D a v i d i c  dynas­
ty )?  (4 )  What must e x i l e d  I s r a e l  do ( p r a y e r ,  r e p e n ta n c e )? ^  R* D» 
Nelson a l s o  s u g g e s t s  f o u r  b a s i c  themes ad d re s sed  to  th e  e x i l i c  s i t ­
u a t i o n :  ( I )  th e  Ark; (2 )  th e  Land; ( 3 )  a h e r o - v i l l a i n  v a l u a t i o n a l
scheme based on J o s i a h  and p r o je c te d  on to  Joshua  in  a thoroughgoing
2
way; and ( 4 )  th e  p o s i t i v e  v a lu e  o f  th e  N o r th e rn  Kingdom. W atts '
summary s im p ly  g a t h e r s  a l l  o f th e  themes t o g e t h e r  and a f f i r m s  a mul- 
3
t i p i  ex t h e o lo g y .  J .  M e j ia ,  to o .  g a t h e r s  th e  themes t o g e t h e r ,  bu t
co n c lu d es  by s t r e s s i n g  th e  p o s i t i v e  advocacy o f  a D a v id ic -p ro m is e , 
m e s s ia n ic  f u tu r i s m .
A f i n a l  ty p e  o f  m u l t i p l e x  a s se ssm e n t  i s  r e p r e s e n te d  (most 
r e c e n t l y )  by T. V e i jo l a  who i s o l a t e s  c e r t a i n  t h a n e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith
v a r io u s  s t r a t a  o f  e d i t o r i a l  e x p a n s io n s ,  i . e . ,  D trP  ( p r o p h e t i c ) ,  DtrN
4
( n o m i s t i c ) ,  and DtrL ( t h e  l a n d ) .
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  among t h i s  re m a rk ab le  q u a n t i t y  o f  c o r r e c t l y  
p e rce iv ed  them es, o n ly  f o u r  r e a l l y  have any d i r e c t  ap p ea ran ce  in  the 
J e p h th ah  s e r i e s :  r e p e n ta n c e ,  w ra th  ( j u d g m e n t ) ,  th e  Credo , and r u l e r  
as  covenan t a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  The f i r s t  two o f  t h e s e  a r e  found only  in
*C. G r a e s s e r ,  "Message o f  t h e  D euteronom ic H i s t o r i a n . "
2
R. D. N e lso n ,  Double R e d a c t io n , and " J o s i a h . "
3J .  D. W. W a tts ,  "D euteronom ic T h e o lo g y ,” Review and E x p o s i to r  
75 (1 9 7 7 ) :3 2 1 -3 3 7 .
4
V e i j o l a ,  Das K onig tum . p .  127.
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t h e  second i n t r o d u c t i o n  ( 1 0 : 6 - 1 6 ) ,  th e  t h i r d  v e ry  d i r e c t l y  and c l e a r ­
l y  in  J e p h t h a h ' s  D ip lo m a t ic  Speech , and th e  f o u r th  o n ly  in  a g e n e r a l  
and i n d i r e c t  way.
However, w h i le  no t  found d i r e c t l y ,  th e  David ty p o lo g y  o f  Jeph­
th ah  i s  f a i r l y  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by th e  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  H is­
t o r y  a s  a w ho le ,  w i th  i t s  D a v id ic  c e n t e r .  But t h i s  ap p ro ach  to  a 
com prehensive t h e m a t ic  f o r  th e  whole H is to r y  must in c lu d e  w i th in  i t  a 
way o f  e x p l a i n i n g  th e  many o b v io u s ly  c o r r e c t  s u g g e s t io n s  o f  th e  accu­
m ula ted  r e s e a r c h .  I t  i s  s c a r c e l y  p o s s i b l e  to  t h i n k  t h a t  th e  D e u te r ­
onom is t  had a w r i t t e n  o r  m en ta l  c h e c k l i s t  o f  p e rh ap s  some dozen to  
f i f t e e n  v a lu e s  from which he b u s i l y  s e t  h im s e l f  to  th e  t a s k  o f  s e e in g  
t o  i t  t h a t  a l l  w r e  r e p e a t e d  a t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n t e r v a l s  so as  to  c r e ­
a t e  a w e l l - b a l a n c e d  m u l t i p l e x  such  as a p p e a rs  in  th e  c a t a l o g  o f  s t u d ­
ie d  s u g g e s t i o n s .  An a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  to  d i s c o v e r  an i n t e g r a t i n g ,  in ­
d ig en o u s  ( t o  th e  th e o lo g y  o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le )  g ro u n d -c o n c e p t  w hich 
in  i t s  s im p le  s i n g l e n e s s  n o n e th e l e s s  evokes a m any-s ided  c o m p le x i ty .  
What might t h i s  be?
Comprehensive Themes o f  Ju d g e s  
and th e  J e p h th a h  S t o r i e s
1. D a v id 's  k in g s h ip  i s  so o b v io u s ly  th e  c e n te r e d  i n t e r e s t  o f  
th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y ,  t h a t  t h i s  seems t h e  most s o l i d  ground  on 
w hich  to  b u i l d .  F u r th e rm o re ,  a s  n o te d ,  David has a n t e c e d e n t s  and 
c o n s e q u e n ts .  These l e a d e r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a r e  mixed in  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n  to  th e  flow— some have p o s i t i v e  l i k e n e s s  to  D av id ,  o t h e r s  a r e  
i n f e r i o r .  A l l ,  however, a r e  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  in  t h e  l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n ,  in  r e l a t i o n  to  D av id .  Those who t y p i f y  p o s i t i v e  D a v id ic  q u a l i ­
t i e s ,  e v e n t s ,  and g i f t s  a r e  e x h i b i t e d  fo r  t h e s e  v a l u e s ;  th o s e  who
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f a l l  s e r i o u s l y  beLow t h i s  I d e a l  a r e  e x h i b i t e d  f o r  t h e i r  d e l e t e r i o u s  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The g u id in g  m o t i f s  in  t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  system  ap p e a r  to  
be th e  r u l e ,  power, and m ora l w i l l  o f  Yahweh, and t h e  com m unica tion  
o f  th e  s t o r y  o f  i t s  e x p r e s s i o n  to  th e  w o r ld .  In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  W. R. 
W ill iam s in  h i s  s h o r t  and u n n o t ic e d  e s s a y  c i t e d  above ,  where he 
a r g u e s  t h a t  th e  co n cep t  " . . .  t h a t  y o u / I s r a e l / t h e  n a t i o n s  may know 
t h a t  I am God/Yahweh," has i d e n t i f i e d  one o f  t h e  more b a s i c  e lem en ts  
i n  th e  whole complex.
2. The Yahweh v a lu e s  coming to  e x p r e s s io n  in  th e  r e i g n  o f  
David and more o r  l e s s  in  h i s  a n t e c e d e n t s  and c o n s e q u e n ts  a r e  more 
th a n  m ere ly  f a s c i n a t i n g  o r  h e r o i c .  What c o n t r o l s  t h e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  
system  i s  t h e  covenan t in  i t s  h i s t o r y  o f  a c c u m u la t in g  p ro m is e s ,  d e ­
mands, and r e s u l t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  d e f in e d  in  Deuteronom y. The mul­
t i p l i c i t y  o f  themes in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  h as  a p l a u s i b l e  
e x p l a n a t io n  in  th e  m a n ifo ld  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  co v e n an t— in  i t s  long 
h i s t o r y  o f  grow th and h i s t o r i c a l  f u l f i l l m e n t s ,  t h e  c o m p le x i ty  o f  i t s  
s i x - e l e m e n t  f o rm u la ry ,  and above a l l  th e  m a n i fo ld n e s s  o f  i t s  p rom ises  
and demands to u c h in g  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e .  In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h e  many- 
f a c t o r e d  e v a l u a t i v e  system  o f  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  c o r re s p o n d s  
to  th e  e q u a l l y  m u l t i p l e x  e v a l u a t i v e  sys tem  o f  t h e  co v e n an t  id e a  and 
Che even more complex h i s t o r y  o f  i t s  a c t u a l  embodiment o r  d i s r e g a r d  
in I s r a e l .
C l e a r l y ,  how ever,  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  v a l u e s  a p p ly  to  e v e ry  p e r­
son , e v e n t ,  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  which th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  encoun­
t e r e d  in  i t s  s o u r c e s .  Which themes d i s c o v e r e d  in  th e  H i s t o r y  and 
no ted  above a c t u a l l y  a p p e a r  e x p l i c i t l y  anywhere in  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r ­
ie s?  Of th e  a p p r o x im a te ly  dozen to  f i f t e e n  m o t i f s ,  no more th an  four
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
348
o r f i v e  a r e  found in  any focused  f u n c t i o n  h e r e .  P e rh ap s  t h i s  i s  
enough; b u t  even th e s e  a r e  e i t h e r  compacted in  th e  f i r s t  p e r ic o p e  o r  
s u b o rd in a te d  to  some o th e r  s p e c i a l l y  focused  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  o th e r  
fo u r  J e p h th a h  n a r r a t i v e s .
3 .  T h is  means t h a t  o t h e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  Y ahw eh 's  s o v e r­
e i g n t y .  power, and w i l l  have been found by th e  D eu te ro n o m is t  in  h i s  
s o u r c e s ,  th an  were d e l i n e a t e d  in  th e  c o v e n a n t - o r i e n t e d  docum ents.
Not even th e  m u l t i p l e x  s y s t s n  o f  v a l u e s  found in  th e  co venan t  can 
e x a c t l y  o r  e x h a u s t i v e ly  a n t i c i p a t e ,  p rog ram , o r  p r e - d e f i n e  the  move­
ment o f  Yahweh's s o v e re ig n  w i l l  among men. The H i s t o r i a n  saw t h a t  
t h e r e  were o t h e r ,  more spon taneous  s t i r r i n g s  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  Lord 
which f e l l  o u t s i d e  th e  c o n t r o l l e d  s p e c i f i c i t y  and la n g u a g e  of th e  
co v en an t  docum ent.  T hese ,  t o o ,  had to  be i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  the  h i s t o r ­
i c a l  f lo w .
In  J u d g e s ,  t h i s  u n p r e d ic t a b l e  and sp o n tan eo u s  e lem en t o ccu rs  
s i d e  by s i d e  w ith  c o v e n a n t a l l y  d e f in e d  fo rm s.  D eborah, f o r  example, 
i s  a p r o p h e te s s — a tre ll-know n covenan t  g i f t  in  Deuteronomy; but Gid­
eon and Samson a r e  moved i n t o  p la c e  by th e  Angel o f  Yahweh who i s  no t  
a p r e d i c t a b l e  covenan t o p e r a t i v e  a c c o rd in g  to  Deuteronom y, a l th o u g h ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  unknown from e a r l i e r  sp o n ta n e o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  The 
Angel and th e  S p i r i t  a r e  no t  covenan t o p e r a t i v e s  a t  a l l ,  as d e f in e d  
in  th e  t h e o c r a t i c  o f f i c e s  s e c t i o n  of Deuteronomy ( c h a p s .  1 6 -1 8 ) .
They become co v en an t  o p e r a t i v e s  by sp o n ta n e o u s  works which s e rv e  th e  
covenan t  e n d s .
Yahw eh 's  movement in  J e p h th a h  ta k e s  th e  fo l lo w in g  s p e c i f i c  
fo rm s ,  ( a )  J e p h t h a h ' s  r i s e  th ro u g h  th e  n a t u r a l  p ro c e s s  o f  s e c u r i t y  
breakdow n, e l d e r s '  r e q u e s t ,  and t r e a t y ,  making him head o f  G ilead  as
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a conseauence  o f  v i c t o r y  o v e r  Ammon, i s  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  che work­
in g  of Yahweh th ro u g h  human needs and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  There i s  no d i ­
v in e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o r  m i r a c l e .  But th e  l e g a l  b a s i s  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  r i s e  
co r re sp o n d s  to  D a v id 's  t r e a t y  w ith  th e  e l d e r s  as a b a s i s  f o r  h i s  own 
kingdom (1 Sam 5 ) ,  and i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Deut 17 
t h a t  a p e o p l e ' s  movement w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  k in g s h ip .  The d i v i n e  e le c ­
t i o n  o f  J ep h th ah  i s  m i s s i n g ,  bu t  i t  i s  p r e s e n t  in  David (I Sam 16) 
a long  w i th  ( c o n t r a  S au l)  a p a t t e r n  o f  covenan t o b ed ien c e  and covenant 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h is  cou ld  o n ly  have m eant,  f o r  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ,  
t h a t  Jep h th ah  was no t  y e t  a com plete  D av id ic  a n t e c e d e n t ,  b u t  on ly  a 
p a r t i a l  and im p e r fe c t  o n e .  (b )  The d ip lo m a t ic  p e r i c o p e ,  s e e k in g  
p e a c e fu l  s e t t l e m e n t  w ith  Ammon on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  kerygma o f  d e l i v ­
e r a n c e  from E g y p t ,  j o u r n e y ,  and l a n d - p o s s e s s i o n ,  i s  u n iq u e ;  but i t  
evokes D a v id 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  w i th  bo th  S au l id e s  
and Ammonites (2 Sam 2 -4 ,  9 - 1 0 ) ,  and may r e f l e c t  D eu te ronom y 's  p h i­
lo so p h y  of p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  w ith  n o n -C an a an i te  n a t i o n s  (Deut 2 0 ) .  
T here  i s  no s u p e r n a t u r a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  h e re  e iL i .e r ;  J e p h th a h  i s  ex­
h i b i t e d  in  h i s  commitment to  th e  g r e a t  I s r a e l i t e  kerygma and i t s  use 
to  s e t t l e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s p u t e s  p e a c e f u l l y ,  on th e  b a s i s  o f  Yahweh's 
d e c i s i o n s  in  c o u n c i l  w i th  th e  d e i t i e s  o f  su r ro u n d in g  n a t i o n - s t a t e s .  
Both o f  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  evoke David— th e  kerygma p s a l m i s t  and p ea ce -  
s e e k e r .  ( c )  The d a u g h te r  s a c r i f i c e  as a war emergency measure was 
based on an a g g r e s s i v e  o a th  to  Yahweh and b o re  J e p h th a h  th e  conse­
quence o f  s a c r i f i c i n g  h i s  d a u g h t e r - h e i r e s s .  T h is  may have been c a l ­
c u l a t e d  to  evoke th e  D a v id ic  o a th  to  b u i ld  a tem p le  (Ps 132 :2) which 
a p p e a rs  to  r e s t  a t  t h e  b a se  o f  th e  prom ise o f  permanent d y n a s ty  in 
2 Sam 7; i t  may a l s o  evoke D a v id 's  l o s s  o f  h i s  son  Absalom
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(2 Sam 1 8 ) .  These b a t t l e  or p o l i t i c a l  o a th s  come n o t  from a covenan t 
program , bu t  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  from needs o r  d e s i r e s ,  ( d )  The a g g r e s s iv e  
move a g a in s t  Ephraim found in  th e  l a s t  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p e  evokes 
D avid’s p e r s i s t e n t  t r o u b l e s  w i th  th e  B e n ja m in i te -E p h ra im i te  S a u l id e s  
from th e  c e n t r a l  h i l l  c o u n try ,  who a p p a r e n t ly  n ev e r  ceased  t h e i r  
p r e s s u r e s  on h i s  governm ent (2 Sam 16, 2 0 ) ;  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  was n o t  
p r e d i c t a b l e  from th e  covenan t docum ent. The E p h ra im i te  a f f a i r  i s  
a l s o  sp o n tan eo u s  and s e r v e s  to  keep Ephraim reduced  to  s i z e ;  Judah i s  
r a t h e r  the a sc en d an t  t r i b e  in  J u d g e s '  va lue  sy s tem .
These i n t e r e s t s  evoke a s p e c t s  of D a v id 's  l i f e  and o u t lo o k ,  b u t  
th ey  d e fy  th e  g e n e r a l i z e d  a b s t r a c t  t h e o l o g i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  in  th e  l i s t  
o f  su g g e s te d  themes ( r e p e n t a n c e ,  good, w ra th ,  e l e c t i o n ,  r e s t ,  un­
f a i t h f u l n e s s ) .  The covenan t h i s t o r y  e n sh r in e d  in documents (D e u te r ­
onomy p r i m a r i l y ) ,  and th e  e x h i b i t  o f  an id e a l  k ing  (D a v id ) ,  a r e  
c l e a r l y  supplem ented by f e e d e r  movements o f  Yahweh— e i t h e r  d i r e c t  
ones o r  th o s e  m edia ted  th ro u g h  ituman needs and d e s i r e s .
P e rh a p s ,  t h e n ,  s c h o l a r s  shou ld  d i s t i n g u i s h  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  of 
th e m a t ic  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to ry :  (1)  a 
D a v id ic  o v e ra rc h ;  (2 )  seco n d ary  s u p p o r t iv e  m o t i f s  focused  from the 
d e t a i l s  o f  th e  covenan t fo rm u la ry ,  h i s t o r y ,  and c o n t e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a s  d e f in e d  in  Deuteronomy; and (3 )  f e e d e r  m o t i f s  which i n t e g r a t e  w ith  
th e  D av id ic  and c o v e n a n ta l  e le m e n ts ,  and which a r e  on ly  to  be ac­
coun ted  f o r  by r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  Yahweh i n j e c t s  i n t o  the  h i s t o r y  and 
l i f e  o f  h i s  p eo p le  c e r t a i n  a c t s  which a r e  n o t  d e r i v a b l e  o r  p r e d i c t ­
a b l e  from th e  s t r i c t  p r o v i s io n s  o f  an o b j e c t i v e  t r e a t y .  His work i s  
no t r e d u c ib l e  to  such s t r i c t  c o n t r o l s  and p r e c i s e  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n s .  
Some o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  of Yahweh a r e  m ediated  th ro u g h  a d i v i n e
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v i s i c a t i o n  such as th e  Angel o f  Yahweh o r  th e  S p i r i t  o f  Yahweh.
O thers  a r e  m edia ted  th ro u g h  th e  human s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  p ro c e s s  in  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  o f  c i v i l  o rd e r  and p r o t e c t i o n ,  a s  in  p a r t s  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  
s e r i e s . *
The D eu te ronom ist  d id  no t  e x c is e  t h i s  m a t e r i a l , b ecau se  he too 
saw t h a t  Yahweh's work cou ld  and d id  go beyond p r e c i s e  c o n fo rm ity  Co 
a f ix ed  o r d e r ,  p r e c i s e l y  so as to  c o n t r i b u t e  th e  new and c r e a t i v e  to  
i t ,  and to  c o n t in u o u s ly  move th e  whole toward r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a new 
s t a g e  o f  h i s  p lan  in  h i s t o r y .  T h e re in  l i e s  th e  u l t i m a t e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  th e  Jep h th ah  s t o r i e s  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s to r y .
C o n c lu s io n
Recent s t u d i e s  of Deuteronomism i n  Judges by B e y e r l in  and 
D avis  have led  to  n e g a t iv e  r e s u l t s  f o r  th e  framework and s h o r t - i n t r o ­
d u c t io n  l a w s u i t  p o r t i o n s .  The Deuteronomism o f  Deuteronomy, K ings, 
and J e re m ia h  in  co m bina tion  i s  co n f in e d  to 2 :1 1 -1 9  in  J u d g e s .  The 
s t u d i e s  of B e y e r l i n ,  N ich o lso n ,  D av is ,  Koch, K l in e ,  C r a i g i e ,  and 
Brueggemann p o in t  to  an e a r l y  o r i g i n  fo r  th e  v a lu e s  and id e a s  o f  Deu­
teronom ism , i . e . ,  in  th e  Monarchy E ra ,  o r  p o s s i b ly  as  e a r l y  as th e  
S e t t l e m e n t - E a r ly  Monarchy E ra .  The s t y l i z e d  l i n g u i s t i c  e x p r e s s io n s  
of Deuteronomism as  found i n  Kings and J e r  e n i s h ,  ap p e a r  in  Judges 
o n ly  in  the  p o s s i b ly  l a t e  a d d i t i o n  o f  2 :1 1 -1 9 .
The combined i n t e r e s t s  o f Judges f i t  b e s t  i n t o  th e  t h e o ry  o f  a
^Such a co m b in a t io n  of th e  p r e d i c t a b l e  and u n p r e d i c t a b l e  in  
th e  th e o lo g y  o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le  i s  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  two r e c e n t  a r t i ­
c l e s  by W. Brueggemann: "A Shape f o r  Old T es tam en t T heo logy , I :  
S t r u c t u r e  L e g i t i m a t io n , "  CBQ 47 ( 1 9 8 5 ) :2 8 -4 6 ,  and "A Shape f o r  Old 
T es tam ent Theology, I I :  Embrace of P a i n , "  CBQ 47 (1 9 8 5 ) :3 9 5 -4 1 5 .
This p ro p o sa l  i s  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t  in  a d i ­
p o l a r  approach  to  b i b l i c a l  th e o lo g y ,  on w hich see  G. H a s e l , "Major 
Recent I s s u e s  in  Old T es tam ent T h eo lo g y ,"  JSOT 31 (1 9 8 5 ) :3 3 - 3 4 ,
37-40 .
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r a p id  co m p o s i t io n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  book in s e v e r a l  c l o s e l y  t i e d  s t a g e s  
d u r in g  th e  u n i t e d  monarchy— most l i k e l y  c l im ax in g  in th e  second h a l f  
o f  S o lom on 's  r e i g n .  T h is  p rovenance  a l s o  f i t s  b e s t  w i th  th e  i n t e n t  
o f  t h e  c o m p i le r s  to  e l e v a t e  J e p h th a h  to  th e  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  in  the 
book in  o r d e r  to  promote a D av id ic  a n te c e d e n t  ty p o lo g y ,  s u p p o r te d  in  
t u r n  by th e  l i k e n e s s  o f  G ideon to Saul and Samson to  Solomon, a s  w e ll  
a s  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  norm o f  l e a d e r s h iD .  This  p rovenance a l s o  e x p la in s  
th e  b o o k 's  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  to  Beniam in/Ephraim , and to  i d o l a t r y  and 
f o r e ig n  t h r e a t s .  Thus, Judges  was o r i g i n a l l y  a p ro -D a v id ic -S o lo m o n ic  
monarchy p ropaganda  p ie c e  ( C u n d a l l ,  D a v is ) ,  skewed in  i t s  i n t e r e s t  to 
r a l l y  th e  n o r t h e r n ,  e a s t e r n ,  and s o u th e rn  t r i b a l  e lem en ts  f o r  th e  
u n i t e d  monarchy and aga ins t ,  i d o l a t r y  and Ben.j am in/Ephraim , a l th o u g h  
i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  i d e n t i f y  what k ind  o f  a n t i - B e n i  a i m i t e  a c t i o n  
m igh t have been im ag in ed .  S tu d i e s  in  th e  f i n i s h e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
Jo sh u a-K in g s  p o i n t  to  th e  D a v id ic  monarchy a s  i t s  c e n t e r ,  and to  a 
new v iew  o f  Ju d g es  now c o n c e iv e d  o f  as  a s e r i e s  o f  S p i r i t - l e d  d e l i v ­
e r e r s  a n t i c i p a t i n g  n o t  o n ly  David h im s e l f ,  b u t  a s i m i l a r  s e r i e s  o f  
S p i r i t - l e d  p ro p h e ts  ( E l i j a h ,  E l i s h a )  in t e r m e d ia t e  between David and 
th e  end o f  th e  Monarchy E ra .  T h is  co m b in a t io n  s e r v e s  to  e x p la in  th e  
E x i l e  as th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  co v en an t  c u r s e s  w h i le  a t  th e  same tim e 
c o n t in u in g  to a d v o c a te  th e  D a v id ic  monarchy and i t s  p rom ise  o f  a p e r ­
m anent m e s s ia n ic  f u t u r e  (Mej i a )  . Thus t h e  whole D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is -  
t o r v ,  so f a r  from p ro c la im in g  a c u l  de sac  f o r  e x i l e d  I s r a e l  (N o th ) ,  
i a t h e i  opens th e  f u t u r e  by a s se m b lin g  the  h i s t o r y  o f  b o th  c u r s e  and 
p ro m ise ,  en s lav em en t  and d e l i v e r a n c e .
S in c e  N oth ,  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H i s t o r y  h as  a l s o  been sea rch e d  
f o r  i t s  l e a d in g  th em es .  S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  J u d g e s '  themes have
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a p p e a re d .  But t h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  th e  p rim ary  themes o f  t h e  D eu te ron ­
o m i s t i c  H i s to r y  a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y  a p p l i c a b l e  to  th e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic ­
o p ae .  The t h e o l o g i c a l - t h e m a t i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  must be e s t a b l i s h e d  on i t s  own in d ig en o u s  i n t e r e s t s  and 
th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  f o r  b o th  h o r i z o n s ,  i . e . ,  th e  
D a v id ic -S o lo m o n ic  E ra  and th e  E x i l i c  E ra .
The i n t e g r a t i v e  them es c e n t e r  in  th e  D av id ic  monarchy and th e  
c o v e n a n t .  These e le m e n ts  in  co m b in a t io n  e x p la in  a d e q u a te ly  th e  mul­
t i p l e x  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  many a c t u a l  m o t i f s  and themes which have been 
d i s c o v e r e d  as c e n t r a l  in  th e  whole H i s t o r y .  But f o r  th e  most p a r t  
t h e s e  a re  no t s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  t h e  J ep h th ah  c l u s t e r .  The J ep h th ah  
s e r i e s  r a t h e r  embodies u n iq u e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  Yahweh's power which 
f a l l  o u t s i d e  any p r e d i c t a b l e  o r  programmed co v e n an t  d e f i n i t i o n .  Here 
th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s  on human i n g r e d i e n t s  used by Yahweh to  e s t a b l i s h  
c e n t r a l  r u l e  i n  G ilead  a s  an a n te c e d e n t  to  David. In some p a r t s  o f  
J u d g e s ,  th e  em phasis  i s  on th e  i n t e r v e n in g  power o f  th e  S p i r i t  o r  An­
g e l  o f  Yahweh. T h is  t y p e  o f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  Yahweh's w i l l  i s  b a r e ly  
p r e s e n t  in  th e  J e p h th a h  s e r i e s .  Here Yahweh r a t h e r  u se s  humanly me­
d i a t e d  e v e n ts  in  a l l  t h e i r  humanness to  move a f f a i r s  toward th e  Da­
v i d i c  p l a t e a u .  Thus th e  c o m p i le r s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  Yahweh's work was 
n o t  l i m i t e d  to  s t r i c t ,  c l o s e l y  d e f in e d  e x t e n s io n s  o f  th e  a l r e a d y  ex­
i s t i n g  covenan t;  r a t h e r  in  h i s  freedom , Yahweh a t  t im es  moved in 
human e x p e r ie n c e  a p a r t  from th e  covenan t  p e r  se  in  o r d e r  to  feed  in to  
t h e  s t re a m  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y  t h a t  which c o n t r i b u t e d  to  i t s  o u tw o rk in g .  
H e re in  l i e s  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  J e p h tn ah  s t o r i e s .  The covenan t  
m ight s e r v e  as a canon , b u t  h i s t o r y  i s  more v a r i e d ,  com plex, and 
d e v i a n t  th an  su ch  a canon . Yahweh's movements b e g in  where h i s t o r y
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a c t u a l l y  I s  In  o r d e r  to  u se  c e r t a i n  o f  i t s  i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  th e  coven­
a n t  en d s .
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CONCLUSION
A rev iew  o f  the  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  o p in io n  abou t th e  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  Ju d g es  i s  in  a s t a t e  o f  q u i e t  agreem ent mixed w ith  
d o u b t .  The r e c e n t  grow th and deve lopm ent o f  th e  a n a l y t i c a l  te c h n iq u e  
known as  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  seemed l i k e  a p rom is ing  approach  to  
d i s c o v e r in g  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a t  l e a s t  one p o r t io n  of Ju d g es— a por­
t i o n  which on o th e r  g rounds  has  been p e rce iv ed  os un ique in  th e  se­
quence o f  ju d g es  found in  th e  book. A nother i n g r e d i e n t  in  th e  grow th 
o f  Ju d g es  s t u d i e s  a l s o  p o in ted  to  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  as a p o s s i b l e  
c lu e  to  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  book: th e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  th e  book has  
been s u b je c te d  to  f ram in g /m a tch in g  i n t e r e s t s .  Cooke and Z ak o v i tch  
re co g n ized  c l e a r  m atch ing  m a t e r i a l s  in  th e  Gideon and Samson b lo c k s ;  
R i c h t e r  saw t h a t  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l  was framed w ith  th e  two minor 
ju d g e s  l i s t s ;  B o ling  p e r c e iv e d  fram ing  e lem en ts  l i n k i n g  c h a p s .  1-2 
w i th  19-21; and Radday, n o t in g  d i s c o v e r y  o f  th e  use of chiasm us in  
a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  ex p re s sed  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  o t h e r  
d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  chiasm us i n  n a r r a t i v e  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  Hebrew B ib le ,  
th e  book o f  Judges shou ld  c o n t in u e  to  be seen  as  an unbalanced  con­
s t r u c t i o n .  P u r s u i t  o f  th e s e  p e r c e p t io n s  and t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  has 
le d  h e r e i n  to  a new c o n c lu s io n  on th e  s t r u c t u r e  of th e  book o f  Judg­
e s ,  on th e  c r u c i a l  p la c e  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  s t o r i e s  in  i c , and on the  
fu n c t i o n  of b o th  in  th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to r y  o f  which i t  i s  p a r t .
The employment o f  r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  y ie ld e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  re ­
s u l t s .  I t  has u n v e i le d  th e  p re s e n c e  of f i v e  d i s t i n c t  J e p h th a n
355
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p e r ic o p a e  by f u r n i s h i n g  a g r i d  f o r  d e te r m in in g  the  b eg in n in g  and end 
p o in t s  o f  a s i n g l e  p e r ic o p e .  A co m p o s ite  c r i t e r i o n  was dev e lo p ed  in  
which n a r r a t i v e  l i n e s  ( c o l a )  were i d e n t i f i e d  by a) a v e r b ,  b) an a t ­
tached  c o n j u n c t i o n ,  and c) a t t e n t i o n  to  p lacem ent o f  t h e  a t n a h . Af­
t e r  t e n t a t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c o la  making up g ro u p s ,  word r e p e t i ­
t i o n s  and c o r re s p o n d in g  m atch ing  i n t e r e s t s  were i d e n t i f i e d ;  th en  an 
o v e r a l l  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  each  p e r ic o p e  was so u g h t  based on 
observed  r h e t o r i c a l  f e a t u r e s .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  
d e f i n i t e  r h e t o r i c a l  f e a t u r e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  in  each  p e r ic o p e ;  in ­
d eed ,  enough f e a t u r e s  were o b se rv ed  to  make c l e a r  t h a t  each  o f  t h e s e  
f i v e  n a r r a t i v e s  b e a r s  a sy m m etr ica l  c h a r a c t e r .  Each ap p e a rs  to  be 
b in a ry  in  c o n s t r u c t i o n — b a s i c a l l y  two p a r t s .  A c h i a s t i c  p a t t e r n  was 
fo l lo w ed  (A -B -B '-A ')  in  two p e r ic o p a e ;  a r e p e t i t i v e  p a t t e r n  was f o l ­
lowed (A-B-A-B) in  two; and in  y e t  a n o t h e r ,  a co m b in a t io n  o f  th e  two 
was used (A-B-A, A-B-A). In  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  how ever,  t h e  p a t t e r n  
faded in  th e  second h a l f  o f  th e  p e r i c o p e ;  one may o n ly  s p e c u l a t e  what 
e d i t o r i a l  o r  co m p o s i t io n a l  p ro c e s s  may have caused t h i s  abandonment; 
b u t  e d i t o r i a l  s h o r t e n in g  o f  an o r i g i n a l l y  lo n g e r  p e r ic o p e  i s  c e r t a i n ­
l y  p o s s i b l e .
W ith in  th e s e  r h e t o r i c a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  p e r i c o p a e ,  c l u s t e r s  o f  
l i n e s  c l e a r l y  emerged. The c l u s t e r s  o f  l i n e s  fo cu s  on a move, a 
th o u g h t ,  a co u n te r -m o v e ,  an e p i s o d e ,  a l i s t ,  a scen e  backdrop  (expo­
s i t i o n ) ,  o r  a c o n c lu s io n .  M atching l in k -w o r d s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  r e ­
l a t i o n s  between c l u s t e r s  c o r re s p o n d in g  to  each o th e r  in  each  o f  th e  
two h a l v e s .  P a r a l l e l i s m  i s  l i m i t e d ,  a l th o u g h  word p a i r s  a r e  some­
t im es  u s e d .  T here  ap p e a rs  to  be l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  on l i n e  l e n g t h  w i th in  
a c l u s t e r  o f  l i n e s .  Most c l u s t e r s  o f  l i n e s  a r e  two o r  t h r e e  in
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num ber, bu t  a few f i v e - l i n e  c l u s t e r s  a p p e a re d .  These e lem en ts  were 
p r e s e n t  in  v a ry in g  q u a n t i t i e s  and f req u e n c y  th ro u g h o u t  th e  f i v e  
p e r i c o p a e .
The a n a l y t i c a l  t e c h n iq u e  used h e r e  shou ld  be t e s t e d ,  r e f i n e d ,  
and a p p l i e d  to  a l l  o f  J u d g e s .  From some sam p lin g s  o f  o t h e r  n a r r a ­
t i v e s  i n  th e  book by m y s e l f ,  and more d e t a i l e d  work on th e  Samson 
s t o r i e s  by s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s  (m ost r e c e n t l y  C. Exum),*  i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  
s i m i l a r  and v a r ie d  n a r r a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  p ro b a b ly  p r e s e n t  e l s e w h e re .
I t  i s  pe rhaps  p ro p e r ,  w i th o u t  c o n fu s in g  te rm s ,  to  speak  o f  
p o e t i c a l  e lem en ts  in  n a r r a t i v e .  The d a t a  h e re  seem s u p p o r t iv e  to J .  
L. K u g e l 's  w arn ings  abou t s h a rp  d i s t i n c t i o n s  betw een p ro se  and p o e t ry  
i n  th e  Hebrew B i b l e .  He o b s e r v e s :
I f  one p u ts  a s i d e  th e  n o t i o n s  o f  b i b l i c a l  p o e t r y  and p rose  and 
t r i e s  to  lo o k  a f r e s h  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  th e  B ib le  to  see  what 
i t  i s  abou t them t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  one from a n o t h e r ,  i t  w i l l  
soon be a p p a re n t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  two modes o f  u t t e r a n c e ,  bu t  
many d i f f e r e n t  e lem e n ts  w hich  e l e v a t e  s t y l e  and p r o v id e  f o r  f o r ­
m a l i ty  and s t r i c t n e s s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  C o n s i s t e n t  b in a ry  s e n te n ­
c e s ,  an obv ious  re g a rd  f o r  t e r s e n e s s ,  and a h ig h  d e g re e  o f  seman­
t i c  p a r a l l e l i s m  c h a r a c t e r i z e  some s e c t i o n s ;  Less c o n s i s t e n t  (and 
l e s s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s e m a n t ic )  p a r a l l e l i s m  i s  found in  o t h e r  p a r t s ;  
some n a r r a t i v e  s e c t i o n s  . . .  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  b u i l t  o f  s h o r t ,  s im­
p l e  c l a u s e s  bu t l a c k  c o r re s p o n d e n c e s  betw een them; s t i l l  o th e r s  
show l i t t l e  r e g u l a r i t y  in  c l a u s e  l e n g t h  and s e n te n c e  s t r u c t u r e .  
T h is  r e p r e s e n t s  a con tinuum  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  f o r m a l i t y ,  w ith  
p a r a l l e l i s m  o f  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e n s i t y  and c o n s i s t e n c y  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  
a g r e a t  span of t e x t s .
A n a ly s i s  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c a  o f  th e  f i v e  p e r ic o p a e  encouraged 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y  i n t e n t i o n  th ro u g h  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  s t r u c ­
t u r e  and concep t f o c i  in  th e  g r o s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  each  p e r i c o p e .  A 
s e a r c h  fo r  th e  p o s s i b l e  form o f  each  p e r ic o p e  proved h e l p f u l  in  iden ­
t i f y i n g  i t s  g e n re  o r  su b -g e n re  which in  t u r n  a ided  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of
* J .  C. Exum, "A sp ec ts  o f  Symmetry and B a la n c e ."  
^K u g e l , p .  8 5 .
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o e r ic o p e  i n t e n t i o n .  The r e s p e c t i v e  r h e t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  
g e n r e ,  and i n t e n t i o n  o f  each  o f  th e  f i v e  p e r ic o p e  may be summarized 
as  f o l lo w s .
The f i r s t  o f  th e  f i v e  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p a e  (1 0 :6 —16) i s  u n u s u a l .  
I t  employs a tw o - p a r t  r e p e t i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  (A-B-C, A ' - B ' - C ' )  in  
o r d e r  to  em phasize a d iv i r . r  l a w s u i t  a g a in s t  I s r a e l  f o r  b reach  o f  
t r e a t y .  A f te r  a p r e te n s e  o f  r e p e n ta n c e ,  I s r a e l  re sp o n d s  to  t h i s  
w arn ing  la w s u i t  w i th  r e a l  re p e n ta n c e  by p u t t i n g  away i t s  f o r e ig n  
go d s .  To t h i s ,  Yahweh re sp o n d s  in  t u r n  w ith  w e a r in e s s  o v e r  I s r a e l ' s  
s u f f e r i n g ,  which he can bea r  no lo n g e r .  T h is  l e a d s  th e  r e a d e r  up to  
th e  movement which b eg in s  th e  second p e r i c o p e .  S ince  t h i s  o e r ic o p e  
a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e s  e lem en ts  which were p ro b a b ly  once p a r t  o f  th e  sec ­
ond p e r ic o p e  ( t h e  R ise  o f  J e p h t h a h ) ,  i t s  em phasis  on r e p e n ta n c e  and 
Yahweh's co n seq u en t  w i l l i n g n e s s  s e t s  th e  c o n te x t  f o r  th e  r e p o r t e d  
works o f  J e p h th a h .
The second p e r ic o p e  in  t h i s  s e r i e s  i s  d ev o ted  to  th e  s t o r y  o f  
th e  R ise  o f  J e p h th a h  (1 0 :1 8 - 1 1 :1 1 ) .  T h is  p ie c e  i s  c h i a s t i c a l l y  a r ­
ra n g ed ,  a l th o u g h  th e  f i r s t  two o r  t h r e e  s t r o p h e s  have a p p a r e n t l y  been 
reduced  in  th e  e d i t i n g  p ro c e s s  in  o r d e r  to  re u se  some o f  t h e i r  l i n e s  
o r  p h ra s e s  in  th e  f i r s t  p e r i c o p e .  The s t r o p h i c  a rran g em en t c l e a r l y  
t r a c e s  th e  r i s e  o f  J e p h th a h  th ro u g h  an i n i t i a l  r e j e c t i o n  by h i s  fam­
i l y ,  to  h i s  f l i g h t ,  and f i n a l l y  to  t h e i r  change o f  m ind . The e l d e r s  
th en  seek  to r e t u r n  him to  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  from Tob whence he has 
f l e d  them. By a r r a n g in g  th e  m a t e r i a l  in  a s e r i e s  o f  m atch ing  s t r o ­
p h es ,  th e  movements o f  J e p h th a h  toward r e s t o r a t i o n  w i th  h i s  fam ily  
a r e  fo l lo w ed ,  l e a d in g  to  h i s  agreem ent to  assume perm anent h ea d sh ip  
o f  G i le a d — i f  he i s  s u c c e s s f u l  in  d r i v i n g  o u t  t h e  Ammonites. These
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arran g em en ts  a r e  embodied in  a t r e a t y ,  th e  enac tm ent o f  which c l o s e s  
and c l im axes  th e  n a r r a t i v e .  The n a r r a t i v e  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lo w s  a  type 
of p a t t e r n  found e ls ew h e re  in  th e  Hebrew B ib le ,  in  which i n s t a l l a t i o n  
in  o f f i c e  i s  th e  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t .  The main p o in t  o f  th e  p ie c e  i s  
J e p h t h a h ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  as  head of G ilead  th ro u g h  t r e a t y  w ith  th e  
e l d e r s .  S in c e  th e  n a r r a t i v e  makes a p o in t  o f  J e p h t h a h ' s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  
th e  t i t l e  ' 'commander,''  b u t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  t i t l e  " h e a d , ” and t h e r e  
i s  re a so n  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  "head" in c lu d e s  a l l  m ajo r  r u l i n g  func­
t i o n s  ( a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  m i l i t a r y ,  and j u d i c i a l ) ,  J e p h th a h  vrould seem 
to  have assumed h ead sh ip  o f  th e  government o f  G i l e a d .  The term "king" 
i s  not u s e d .  But t h e  co n sp icu o u s  use  o f  an e l d e r s '  t r e a t y  as a b a s i s  
o f  s in g le -h e a d  c e n t r a l  governm ent,  co r re sp o n d in g  to th e  u se  of a s im i­
l a r  p ro ced u re  under D avid, i s  s u g g e s t i v e  of k i n g s h ip ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  o f  
th e  d y n a s t i c  t y p e .  This  i n g r e d i e n t  in  th e  c i v i l  l e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  th e  
k ing  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  as  T. M e t t in g e r  has shown. Thus t h i s  p e r ic o p e  
c e l e b r a t e s  th e  r i s e  o f  a s in g l e - h e a d  government by e l d e r s '  t r e a t y  in  
G i l e a d .
The t h i r d  p e r ic o p e  in  t h i s  s e r i e s  i s  devo ted  to  J e p h t h a h ' s  
D ip lo m atic  Speech to  th e  Ammonites. I t  i s  s t r u c t u r e d  in  an A-B-A, 
A-B-A p a t t e r n  in  i t s  f i r s t  segment; p e rh ap s  t h i s  r e p e t i t i v e  l i t e r a r y  
p a t t e r n  in te n d s  to  r e f l e c t  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  m is s io n s  to  
e a s t e r n  n e ig h b o rs  d u r in g  I s r a e l ' s  p e r io d  in  the  d e s e r t .  I t s  p o in t  i s  
t h a t  I s r a e l  sought p e a c e fu l  p assag e  o f  both  Moab and Edom, and under­
to o k  no m i l i t a r y  a g g r e s s io n  a g a in s t  Edom, Moab, o r  Ammon. The A-B-A 
r h e t o r i c a l  p a t t e r n  fad es  in  th e  second segment o f  th e  p e r ic o p e  where 
th e  emphasis i s  f ix ed  on d i s p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Amorites in  E a s t  J o rd a n  by 
b a t t l e .  The p e r ic o p e  ends by in fo rm ing  th e  Ammonites t h a t  th ey  have
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no r i g h t  to  occupy I s r a e l i t e  t e r r i t o r y  in  E as t  J o rd a n ,  and t h a t  
Yahweh w i l l  ju d g e  th e  s i t u a t i o n  j u s t l y .  The p e r ic o p e  g iv e s  e v id en c e  
o f  be ing  a n o th e r  t r e a t y  l a w s u i t ;  b u t  i t  i s  a s u i t  fo r  p ea ce .  I t  a sk s  
f o r  Ammon's w ithd raw al  from i l l e g i t i m a t e l y  occup ied  t e r r i t o r i e s .  The 
s u i t  acomnes t h a t  a t r e a t y  has been  b roken . S tudy o f  o t h e r  a n c ie n t  
t r e a t y  d ip lom acy  p r o c e d u r e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  M a r i ,  r e v e a l s  p a r a l l e l s  
e ls e w h e re  in  th e  r e g io n .  The s u i t  s p e c i f i e s  c e r t a i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  v io ­
l a t i o n s .  However, th e  p ro b a b le  i n t e n t i o n  i s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  t e r r i t o r y ,  
b u t  J e p h t h a h ' s  p u r s u i t  o f  peace w i th  e a s t e r n  n e ig h b o rs  th ro u g h  th e  
s t a n d a r d  channel of d ip lo m a cy .  In  the p ro c e s s  o f  r e c i t i n g  th e  h i s ­
t o r y  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  Ammon, J e p h th ah  p ro c la im s  I s r a e l ' s  c e n t r a l  
d e l i v e r a n c e  kerygma. T h e r e f o r e ,  J e p h th a h  n o t  o n ly  t r i e s  to  r e s o lv e  
c o n f l i c t s  w i th  e a s t e r n  n e ig h b o rs  th ro u g h  p ro p e r  d ip lo m a c y ,  b u t  he 
u n d e r g i r d s  t h e  e f f o r t  w i th  I s r a e l ' s  d i s t i n c t i v e  p r o c la m a t io n  o f  the 
ground o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  i . e . ,  th e  kerygma o f  d e l i v e r a n c e  from Egypt 
and jo u rn e y  to  d e s t i n y  in  Canaan th ro u g h  th e  working o f  Yahweh in  i t s  
m id s t .  J ep h th ah  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a l o y a l ,  c o v e n a n ta l  I s r a e l i t e .  F in a l ­
ly*  i t  i s  n o t a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  p e r i c o p e ,  w i th  i t s  kerygma e m p h a s is ,  i s  
t h e  l o n g e s t  o f  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e ,  which have i n c r e a s e d  in  l e n g t h  r e ­
s p e c t i v e l y  from f i r s t  to  t h i r d .  T h is  long  kergym a-based sp eech  i s  
a l s o  t h e  l o n g e s t  such  kerygma r e h e a r s a l  in  J u d g e s .
The f o u r th  J e p h th a h  p e r ic o p e  i s  d evo ted  to th e  s a c r i f i c e  of 
h i s  d a u g h te r  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  t h e  resumed s t o r y  o f  th e  Ammonite w ar. 
T h is  p e r i c o p e ,  l i k e  th e  second o f  th e  s e r i e s ,  i s  a  c h ia sm , a l th o u g h  
i t  c o n ta in s  a s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  normal c h i a s t i c  p a t t e r n  in  
th e  s t r o p h e s  around the c e n t e r .  T h is  p ie c e  c o r re s p o n d s  to  th e  second 
p e r ic o p e  ( J e p h th a h 's  R ise )  in  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t ,  i . e . ,  i t
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
361
r e p r e s e n t s  J e p h t h a h ' s  f a l l .  Thus th e  two p e r ic o p a e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
m atch  each  o t h e r  in  bo th  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and theme. They a r e  of 
a p p ro x im a te ly  even l e n g t h .  Both a r e  s h o r t e r  th a n  th e  D ip lo m atic  
Speech which in t e r v e n e s  between them. M atching i n t e r e s t s  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  h e r e :  th e  Speech i s  c e n t e r e d ,  w i th  a r i s e - f a l l  schema on e i ­
t h e r  s i d e .  J e p h th a h 1s vow and war v i c t o r y  a r e  focused  in th e  f i r s t  
h a l f ,  a l th o u g h  th e  d a u g h te r  i s  in t ro d u c e d .  In th e  second h a l f ,  th e  
d a u g h te r  i s  focused ; J e p h th a h  rem a ins  in  th e  scen e  u n t i l  th e  l a s t  few 
s t r o p h e s  when he d i s a p p e a r s  and th e  d a u g h t e r ' s  t r a g i c  d e a th  i s  fo ­
c u s e d .  At th e  c e n t e r  i s  a s i x - p a r t  e x c la m a t io n  o f  a la rm  by J e p h th a h  
a t  m ee tin g  h i s  d a u g h te r  as th e  unexpected  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  vow. These 
s i x  ex c la m a t io n s  o f  a larm  focus on d e a th  and d em ise ,  b u t ,  s t r i k i n g l y ,  
h i s  d em ise ,  no t  h e r s .  The vow and i t s  n e c e s s a ry  f u l f i l l m e n t  mean h is  
f a l l .  As th e  s ix  ex c la m a t io n s  p r o g r e s s ,  i t  becomes e v e r  c l e a r e r  t h a t  
h e r  d e a th  means h i s  f a l l .  T h is  canno t  mean, however, t h a t  he sudden­
l y  c e a s e s  to  be a ju d g e  o r  w a r r i o r ,  s i n c e  a n o th e r  m i l i t a r y  s u b ju g a ­
t i o n  o cc u rs  a f t e r  t h i s  one ,  a l th o u g h  i t s  b r e v i t y  and co n c lu d in g  i n ­
t e n t  in  th e  s e r i e s  may s u g g e s t  t h a t  he d im in ish ed  s lo w ly .  But t h i s  
can h a r d ly  be th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  e i t h e r ,  s i n c e  he was o f f e r e d  and ac ­
c e p te d  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a perm anent r u l i n g  p o s i t i o n — th e  o n ly  
m a jo r  ju d g e  to have fo u g h t  and r u l e d .  A nother o p t i o n ,  p r e f e r r e d  
h e r e ,  i s  t h a t  th e  n o t i c e  t h a t  she was h i s  o n ly  c h i l d  p r i m a r i l y  means 
t h e  dem ise  o f  h i s  f a m i ly ,  b ecau se  w ith  h e r  d e a t h ,  h i s  l i n e  en d s .  The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  some form o f  f a m i ly  s u c c e s s io n  d i e s  w i th  h e r .  Thereby  
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d y n a s t i c  o r  q u a s i - d y n a s t i c  r u l e  d u r in g  th e  
S e t t l e m e n t  Era i s  a g a in  d en ied  as i t  was w i th  Gideon f o r  a n o th e r  
r e a s o n ,  and ag a in  w ith  Samson f o r  s t i l l  a n o th e r  r e a s o n .  Tragedy
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a g a in  d em o lish es  f u l f i l l m e n t  of p ro m ise :  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  which 
I s r a e l  came c l o s e s t  to  any form o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  r u l e  s im p ly  c o l la p s e d  
a g a in .  T h is  can h a r d ly  be a n y th in g  b u t  a form o f  d e f e r e n c e  to  D avid . 
The o a th  n a r r a t i v e ,  w i th  th e  two e lem en ts  o f  prom ise and f u l f i l l m e n t ,  
s e t s  t h i s  sad s t o r y  in  a t h e o c r a t i c  c o n t e x t .  The m o t i f  o f  th e  l o y a l  
I s r a e l i t e  c o n t in u e s  h e r e .  I t  i s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  o a th  was tak en  in 
th e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  a war em ergency, s in c e  t h i s  i s  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  
r e l e v a n t  a n c ie n t  p a r a l l e l s .  I t  means t h a t  c h i ld  s a c r i f i c e  could be 
t o l e r a t e d  when a l e a d e r  of  J e p h t h a h ' s  s t a t u r e  th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  
n a t i o n ' s  s a f e t y  depended on i t .  T h is  e x p l a n a t io n ,  how ever,  o n ly  
h o ld s  good fo r  a tim e in  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  when t h e r e  was no o t h e r  
r e c o u r s e ,  and when th e r e  was s t i l l  moral ground fo r  i t s  co n tin u ed  
e x i s t e n c e  in  th e  l a n d — as t h e r e  ceased  to  be in  th e  l a t e r  m onarchy. 
J e p h th a h  a p p a r e n t ly  had no h e lp  from o th e r  t r i b e s ,  n o r  th e  ad v an tag e  
o f  a s t a n d in g  army. I t  was s t i l l  th e  holy war e r a ,  bu t  th e  t r i b e s  
l a y  i n e r t .
The f i f t h  p e r ic o p e  fo c u se s  on J e p h t h a h ' s  s u b ju g a t io n  o f  Ephra­
im. I t  co n c lu d e s  th e  s e r i e s ,  and i s  th e  s h o r t e s t  o f th e  f i v e .  I n  
s t r u c t u r e  i t  r e p e a t s  th e  A-B-C, A '- B ' - C '  p a t t e r n  of th e  f i r s t  p e r i c ­
o p e .  I t  i s  f u l l  o f  a l l u s i o n s  and h a rk -b a c k s  to  e a r l i e r  J e p h th ah  pe­
r i c o p a e ;  i t  e s p e c i a l l y  p a r a l l e l s  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  th e  f i r s t  p e r ic o p e  
w i th  many r e p e t i t i o n s  and a d a p t a t i o n s  o f  i t s  la n g u a g e .  I t  has been 
composed to  p a r a l l e l  i t  c l o s e l y ,  t h e r e b y  form ing  a n o th e r  m atching 
p a i r  o f  s t o r i e s  a t  th e  o u t e r  edge o f  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l .  I t s  i n ­
t e n t  ap p e a rs  to be J e p h t h a h ' s  dom inion over Ephraim , a t r i b e  which is  
viewed as hav ing  an e x c e s s i v e l y  h ig h  view o f  i t s  own im p o r ta n c e .  The 
tw o -p a r t  n a tu r e  o f  th e  n a r r a t i v e  i n c lu d e s  a w o rd - a c t io n  sequence
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s i m i l a r  to  th e  two p re c e d in g  p e r i c o p a e .  One re a c h e s  th e  c o n c lu s io n ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  s t o r y  f u n c t i o n s  to f i n a l i z e  th e  J ep h th ah  s e r i e s  
by becoming th e  f i n a l  e lem ent in  a  fram ing  schema which c e n t e r s  in  
th e  D ip lo m atic  Speech. This schema fo l lo w s  a c h i a s t i c  form, b u t  i t  
i s  n o t  a t i g h t l y  woven ch iasm u s ,  o n ly  a lo o s e  and rough o n e ,  as  can 
be seen  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  f i n a l  s t o r y  does  no t  r e ­
t u r n  to  the  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i c o p e .  I t s  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  i t  
a r e  lo o s e  and r h e t o r i c a l ,  no t s u b s t a n t i v e .  And y e t  t h i s  lo o s e  b u t  
r e a l  web of i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  among th e  f i v e  p e r ic o p a e  i s  t y p i c a l .
Most r h e t o r i c a l  r e p e t i t i o n s  in  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  a r e  l o o s e l y  i n t e r r e ­
l a t e d ;  none i s  h ig h ly  m echan ized .
A new v iew  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Judges  i s  Im plied  by th e  pre­
ce d in g  ex a m in a tio n  of th e  r h e t o r i c a  and i n t e n t i o n  o f  th e  f i v e  p e r i c ­
o p a e .  J e p h th a h ,  n o t  Gideon or th e  c y c le s  p a t t e r n ,  has been made the 
o r g a n iz in g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  book. The p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  th e  fram ing  
te c h n iq u e  in  n a r r a t i v e  p lacem ent and r e le v a n c y  beyond J e p h th a h  can be 
seen  in  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  minor ju d g e  m a t e r i a l  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  
J e p h th a h .  At th e  n e x t  l e v e l ,  th e  Gideon and Samson m a te r i a l  ( c h a p s .  
6 - 9 ,  13-16) has been made to  b e a r  s i m i l a r  m o t i f s  in  s eq u en ce ,  a l b e i t  
w i th  th e  same lo o s e  c o n n e c t io n s  a s  th o se  o f  th e  J e p h th a h  m a t e r i a l .
At th e  n ex t  l e v e l ,  ch a p s .  4 -5  and 17-18 have been made to  match each  
o t h e r  by th e  use  o f  s e v e r a l  i n t e g r a t i n g  themes r e v o lv in g  around an 
i n f l u e n t i a l  woman. F i n a l l y ,  c h a p s .  1 -3  and 19-21 l i k e w i s e  have sev­
e r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e  homogeneous themes r e v o lv in g  around the id e a  o f  a l l -  
I s r a e l  .
The d i s c o v e r y  o f  such  a sym m etr ica l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Judges  r e ­
q u i r e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  to  a f f i r m  th e  " c y c l i c a l "  o r  "framework"
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s t r u c t u r e  o f  c h a p s .  3-16 i s  m is le a d in g  and in  f a c t  q u i t e  an e r ro n e o u s  
way to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  book. I t  i s  r a t h e r  b a la n c e d ,  
e d i t o r i a l l y  u n i f i e d ,  and r e d a c t i o n a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d ,  even though d i ­
v e r s e  m a t e r i a l s  have been employed in  i t s  c o m p o s i t io n .  The r e d a c -  
t i o n a l  u n i t y  o f  t h e  book im p lie s  t h a t  i t  s to o d  as a co m p o s i t io n  in  
i t s  own r i g h t ,  and sh o u ld  no t  be th o u g h t  o f  as  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d i ­
v e r s e  m a t e r i a l  o n ly  assem bled  in  t h e  E x i l i c  Era w i th o u t  any s t r u c ­
tu r e d  p r e e x i s t e n c e  as a book p e r  s e .  From th e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  r h e t o r ­
i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  n a r r a t i v e  p e r i c o p a e ,  t h i s  s tu d y  means t h a t  ( I )  l a r g ­
e r  b lo ck s— s a y ,  s i n g l e  p e r ic o p a e  and g roups  o f  p e r ic o p a e — r e f l e c t  in  
t h e i r  macrocosm th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  microcosm, 
i . e . ,  th e  l a r g e r  u n i t s  o f  n a r r a t i v e  ten d  to  be f a s h io n e d  a f t e r  th e  
s m a l l e r  u n i t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a r h e t o r i c a l l y  f a s h io n e d  s i n g l e  p o e t i c a l  
l i n e  o r  a c l u s t e r  o f  two to  f i v e  l i n e s ;  and (2 )  i t  i s  h e l p f u l ,  in  
t h i s  k ind  o f  s tu d y  to  work w i th  a l a r g e r  g roup  o f  m a t e r i a l s  th a n  one 
s i n g l e  p e r ic o p e ,  s i n c e  th e  l a r g e r  q u a n t i t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  a l lo w s  one to  
see  v a r i a t i o n s  w i th in  a g roup  o f  n a r r a t i v e s  focused  on one s u b j e c t .
In see k in g  a l i k e l y  c o n te x t  f o r  c o m p o s i t io n ,  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  
o f  t h e  Solomonic monarchy p r e s e n t  a s u i t a b l e  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  in  
w hich Ju d g es  as  u n d e rs to o d  h e re  would have been u s e f u l ,  i t  a p p e a rs  
to  r e p r e s e n t  an a n t i - i d o l a t r y  movement which r e c o g n iz e d  th e  c o v e n a n t -  
based  warn ings o f  f o r e i g n  dominion as th e  most s e r io u s  consequence  o f  
such  i d o l a t r o u s  d e v i a t i o n .  These c i r c l e s  w ere n o t  opposed to  th e  
u n i t e d  monarchy, however. They r a t h e r  w ished  to  promote and a f f i rm  
i t ,  and to n o te  i t s  a n te c e d e n t s  in  th e  S e t t le m e n t  E ra .  They be­
l i e v e d ,  in  f a c t ,  t h a t  J e p h th a h  was t h e  b e s t  r u l e r  o f  t h a t  e r a ;  and 
th e y  en d e av o re d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to  c o v e r t l y  s u g g e s t  a p a t t e r n  o f
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s i m i l a r i t i e s  betw een him and t h e i r  i d e a l  monarch, D av id .  They a l s o  
saw in  Gideon an a n t e c e d e n t  o f  S a u l ,  and in  Samson an a n te c e d e n t  o f  
Solomon. Judges  t h e r e f o r e  can be th o u g h t  o f  as  a pro-monarchy t r e a ­
t i s e ,  which n e v e r t h e l e s s  warns abou t i d o l a t r y  and i t s  e f f e c t s ,  and 
ab o u t  c e r t a i n  p e r s i s t e n t l y  t ro u b le so m e  s o u rc e s  of i d o l a t r y  and i n ­
s e c u r i t y  i n  th e  t r i b e s  o f  Benjam in , Ephra im , and Dan. The e d i t o r s  
p ro b a b ly  th o u g h t  o f  th e  S e t t l e m e n t  Era as a tim e o f  in co m p le te  pos­
s e s s i o n  o f  th e  prom ised l a n d ,  and th e  monarchy as th e  p e r io d  th en  
t h i s  h i t h e r t o  u n f in i s h e d  work was ad vanced . The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  in  J e r u s a le m  a l s o  pe rh ap s  g e n e ra te d  t h e i r  view t h a t  
th e  e r a  o f  m obile  L e v i t e s  had come to  an en d ,  and t h a t  th ey  shou ld  
p e rh ap s  s t a y  in  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  and keep to  t h e i r  t e a c h in g  w j rk .  They 
wanted to promote th e  u n i t y  o f  a l l  I s r a e l  u n d e r  J u d a h 's  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
a l th o u g h  t h e r e  seems to  be a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  some e le m e n ts ,  e sp e ­
c i a l l y  B enjam in , must be subdued and kep t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  by f o r c e .  
Throughout th e  book, th ey  ad v o c a te  co v en an t  o b ed ien ce  and l o y a l t y  as 
th e  p r im ary  b a s i s  fo r  I s r a e l ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h e r  w o r ld ly  
m i s s io n ,  and c h a r i s m a t ic  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  th e  n a t i o n  in  t h i s  m i s s i o n .
When th e  D e u te ro n o m is t ic  H is to r y  was assem bled  in  th e  E x i l i c  
E ra ,  Ju d g es  was newly u n d e rs to o d  as an e a r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  
D e u te ro n o m is ts '  v a lu e s  and advocacy . I t s  c o n te n t  a l r e a d y  showed how 
I s r a e l  «as  le d  d u r in g  t h i s  e r a ,  i . e . ,  by c h a r i s m a t i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  
l e a d e r s ,  who a n t i c i p a t e d  n o t  o n ly  t h e  D a v id ic  m onarchy, bu t  a n o th e r  
g ro u p  o f  c h a r i s m a t i c s  in  th e  M onarch ia l  E r a ,  i . e . ,  th e  p r o p h e t s .  By 
c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  lo n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s e r i e s  s y m m e tr ic a l ly  around d e a th  
n o t i c e s  o f  l e a d e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  p r im ary  segm ents  o f  I s r a e l ' s  h i s ­
to ry  in  t h e  l a n d ,  th ey  were a b le  to  show how c h a r is m a ,  c o v e n a n t ,  and
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monarchy were c o o r d in a t e d ,  even though I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y  d id  n o t  em­
body a u n ifo rm  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  t h e s e  v a lu e s  and powers by th e  whole 
peop le  a t  a l l  t im e s .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  l a t e r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  covenan t  and 
c h a r i s m a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as  th ey  were e x p e r ie n c e d  in  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f 
th e  h i s t o r y  ( t lu u u g h  D a v id 's  e a r l y  y e a r s ) ,  was th e  undoing o f  th e  
n a t i o n .  These e d i t o r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  c h a r i s m a t i c  D av id ic  
monarchy, and a l l  t h a t  i t  em bodied, b ro u g h t  I s r a e l  n e a r e r  to  t h e  
kingdom o f  God th an  any o t h e r  e r a  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y .
Th is  s tu d y  p o in t s  to  t h e  need f o r  a tho ro u g h  new ex a m in a tio n  
o f  Deuteronomism w hich assumes and works fo rw ard  from an e a r l y ,  say  
13th c e n tu r y ,  d a t e  f o r  some form o f  Deuteronomy. Lack o f  c l a r i t y  and 
d e f i n i t i o n  on t h i s  i s s u e  was f e l t  a t  e v e ry  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a ­
t i o n .  S e v e ra l  s t u d i e s  of Deuteronomism assum ing  a  n i n t h -  o r  e i g h t h -  
c e n tu r y  o r i g i n  e x i s t ,  and were h e l p f u l .  But i t  i s  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  
t h a t  th e  a d v o c a te s  o f  an Exodus Era Deuteronomy work o u t  a d e f i n i t i v e  
s tu d y  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  Deuteronoraic  th o u g h t  from such a b a s e .  This  
should  o c c u r  a t  a s  e a r l y  a t im e as p o s s i b l e  so t h a t  s t u d i e s  in  Joshua  
and Ju d g e s  such  as  t h i s  one may have a framework w i th in  which to  
work. On th e  o t h e r  hand , s t u d i e s  in  Jo sh u a  and Judges o f  th e  ty p e  
r e p r e s e n te d  h e re  may th em se lv e s  h e lp  c o n t r i b u t e  to g ra d u a l  c l a r i f i ­
c a t i o n  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  Deuteronom ic id e a s  in  a n c ie n t  I s r a e l .
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